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DESCRIPTIVE  OF 

f  HE  COUNTENANCE,  MIND  AND  CHARACTER 
OF  THE  COUNTRY. 


By  Mr.  PRATT. 


M  Ik  wliatever  light  w^  regard  the  Britisli  Itlands^  whether  as  theCradli 
•f  Uberryy  the  Mother  of  Arts  and  Scitncet,  th«  Nurse  of  Manufacturea, 
the  MUtreis  of  the  Sea  ;  or,  whether  we  contemplate  their  Genial  Suil, 
their  mild  Climate,  their  various  natural  and  artificial  Curiosities,  we. 
shall  find  no  equal  extent  of  territory  on  the  fice  of  the  globe  of  more 
lanportaDce^  or  containing  more  attractions,  even  in  the  estimation  of 
these  who  cannot  be  biassed  by  native  partiality."  Mavo^ 
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TO 
THE  MOST  NOBLE 

THE  MARQUIS  OF  LANSDOWN. 


MY   LORD, 

\JtiE  of  the  dearest  Friends,  and 
wisest  Instructors  of  my  youth,  the  late 
amiable  and  ingenious  Dr.  Hawkesworth, 
has  addressed  to  your  Lordship  his  elegant 
translation  of  the  chef  d'ceuvre  of  the  ve- 
nerable and  virtuous  Fenelon. 

You  were,  even  at  that  period.  My  Lord, 
thought  a  fit  Patron  to  Telemachus.  The 
translator  discovered  in  Lord  Shelburne, 
before  he  became  conspicuous  to  the  pub-- 
Jic  eye,  a  general  resemblance  to  the  cha- 
racter of  his  hero ;  and  considered  bocTi, 
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11  DBDICATION. 

as  eminent  examples  of  noble  views  and 
early  virtues.  With  the  happiest  effect, 
indeed^  he  ran  a  parallel  which»  as  he  ob- 
servedt  cotishted  in  the  steady  pursuit  of 
the  great  purposes  of  life,  at  an  age 
when  dissipation  is  scarcely  supposed  to 
deserve  censure. 

This  motive  in  associating  you  together 
g^uned  additional  force  in  his  mind,  when, 
as  he  contemplated  the  two  Personages, 
mellowed  by  time^  and  ennobkd  by  action, 
he  was  able  to  trace  a  yet  more  striking 
similitude. 

Your  Lordship,  Tike  thfe  Pupil  of  Men- 
tor,  not  contented  with  having  taken  the 
field  as  a  Volunteer,  qualified  yourself  for 
command,  whik  othtt  ytitiths  were  only 
learning  to  obey.  You  had  become  ti6t 
amply  adorned  whh  private  ^rtu6,  but 
jealous  of  puIiFlic  liberty.  You  not  only 
displayed  talents,  but  passiohs  and  prin- 
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cipleS)  directed  to  the  community  as  thor 
otg^.  Yo6  was  looked  up<Mi  as  a  Noble- 
man from  whom,  when  time  should  yet 
farther  have  engrafted  experience  upon 
ability,  your  Country  might  expect  the 
most  important  serrices. 

More  than  thirty  y«ars,  my  Lord,  have 
dapsed,  since  the  mond  and  estimable 
Hawkesw(»th  offered  yoa  diis  sfilendid 
hcmaage  of  his  respdct  j  and,  with  a  pro- 
phetic spirit,  anticipated  your  future  glory. 
Had  he  fived  to  see  thoM  ^nvtues  which 
di^ify,  and  those  talents  whkh'  gnce 
your  Lordstup,  unfolded  in  their  full, 
lustre,  ho  doubt,  it  wotdd  have  been 
liis  pleasure  to  have  done  them  justice, 
and  to  exhibit  thenH  to  the  wodd  for  the 
example  and  instruction  of  posterity. 

Partial  to  the  memory  of  the  Mentor 
•f  my  youth,  I  feel,  my  Lord,  a  double 
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gratification  in  this  address,  as  it  at  <mce 
gives  me  an  opportunity  of  paying  my 
unfeigned  respect  to  the  dead  and  the 
living.  It  is  with  some  pride  I  reflect, 
that  I  have  never  yet  twined  a  wreath  for 
an  undeserving  browj  but,  fortunately, 
in  the  Patron  I  have  chosen,  the  public 
voice  declares,  that  panegyric,  however 
warm,  would  rather  fail  to  reach,  than 
exceed  your  Lordship's  various  excellen- 
cies, as  a  Statesman,  a  Patriot,  and  a  Man. 

The  deRKanies  of  the  jpriti^b  Empire, 
my  Lord,  have  more  than  once  been  in 
ydur.liands/   The  page  of  history  will 
.  record  your  pati:iotism  and  yojar  abilities, 
and  silpersede  the  necessity  of  an  eulogium 
-  on  your  public  character  from  a  person 
who  loves  to  contemplate  you  in  a  more 
benign  light  than  as  a  minister  of  state. 
Yet  ir  is  perfectly  in  unison  with  my  feel- 
ings, to  observe,  that,  after  a  long  aujd 
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sanguinary  war,  it  was  your  happy  lot 
to  give  your  Country  the  blessings  of 
Peace,  to  heal  her  wounds,  and  to  con- 
duct her  once  more  into  the  path  of 
prosperity. 

Should  fortune  again  put  it  in  your 
power  to  be  instrumental  in  composing, 
at  this  tremendous  hour,  the  jarring  inte- 
rests  of  Europe,  and  to  stop  the  effusion 
of  human  blood,  which  has  flowed  so 
long,  so  profusely,  and  to  so  little  pur^ 
pose — from  your  uniform  conduct,  as  an 
able  and  enlightened  politician,  it  must  be 
as  grateful  to  your  own  mind  as  it  will  be 
glorious  to  your  fame,  to  forward  ^this 
salufbry  end.  But,  whatever  Providence 
may  determine,  respecting  the  opportunities 
which  it  may  afford  for  your  public  exer- 
tions, in  that  sphere  in  which  alone  they  can 
be  effectual,  your  Lordship  cannot  fail  to 
enjoy  the  approbation  of  your  own  mind  for 
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ijiose  efforts  jfoo  have  repeatedly  OMde  in 
the  senrice  c^  Britain  and  of  mankind. 

When  I  commenced  Gleanings  in  Eng- 
Iand>  it  was  my  object  to  give  an  amiable 
foreign  Friend  a  true  picture  of  my  fellow- 
8iil:gect8  in  the  leading  traits  of  heart  and 
nwnners.  It  is  with  an  honest  exulta- 
tion that  I  have  been  able  to  produce  so 
many  interesting  and  attractive  features 
of  my  countrymen,  even  in  the  humblest 
walks  of  life,  and  to  show  that  they  are 
worthy  of  the  blessings  they  were  born  to 
enjoy. 

Some  of  the  most  illustrious  characters 
in  the  nation  have,  also,  fallen  in  my 
way  s  and  I  have  gloried  in  paying  them 
my  tribute  of  applause.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  reflect,  that  no  country  on  earth 
furnishes  more  splendid  instances  of  all 
that  is  good  and  great  in  every  sphere 
of  action  than  England}  and  if  I  had  the 
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fielicity  to  grace  my  first  volumd  with  (he 
name  pf  a  Moira,  it  is  with  no  lefs 
pleasure  I  prefix  that  of  a  Lansdown  to 
the  second.  The  one  is  as  well  known  on 
the  continent  by  the  prowess  of  his  arms^ 
as  the  other  by  his  able  and  6uc?cfi$fal  ne«* 
godation  as  a  statesman^  and  the  extent 
of  his  information  as  a  senator* 

Amidst  the  biistk  of  office,  my  Lord^ 
it  was  always  your  dearest  ddigbt  to  relax 
in  the  society  of  literary  characters,  and  t<> 
seek  for  knowledge  from  every  source  thM 
your  enlightened  uiMferstandiiig  €0^\d  dis- 
close. Long  retired  to  the  enjoyment  of 
that  ease  to  which  previous  and  honoumble 
labours 'give  a  zest,  and  firmed  to  taste 
the  sweets  of  independence, — congenial 
friends^  who  are  more  attached  to  your 
person  than  your  rank,  supply  the  varied 
charms  of  conversation,  while  your  ample 
library,  collected  with  so  much  expcnce, 
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and  furnished  with  so  much  taste,  serves 
to  fill  up  those  hours,  which,  with  others, 
are'too  frequently  spent  in  ignoble  pur- 
suits or  vicious  pleasures. 

Should  the  present  offering  contribute  to 

the  amusement  of  your  leifure,  should  it  be 

thought  creditable  to  thccountry itattempts 

to  delineate,  the  Gleaner  will  not  have  to 

regret  the  time  and  trouble  expended  in 

the  work.    In  the  paitiaUty  which  the 

Public  has  so  liberally  shewn  to  his  pre* 

vious  labours^   he  presumes,  indeed,   to 

antidpate  tbe  encouraging  sanction  of  the 

Marquis    of   Lansddwn;    and    in    this 

pleasing    hope,   has  the    honour  to  be, 

with  every  sentiment  qf  considerafton  ap4 

esteem. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip's 

Most  devoted  humble  Servant, 

S.  J-  PRATT. 

January!,  1801. 
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To  THE  BaRon  de  B. 

With  health  anc}  spirits  comparatively 
renewedj  I  sit  down,  as  well  to  continue  the 
traAScripts  from  our  former  Tour  in  Norfolk, 
and  the  counties  in  that  direction,  as  to  present 
you  With  a  brief  and.  partial  sketch  of  an  excur« 
9ion  in  another  part  of  this  interesting  land. 

Without  more  preface,  therefore,  we  will,  for 
the  present,  re-place  ourselves  at  Cromer,  wh^-e 
your  memory,  faithful  to  nature  and  to  friend- 
ship, will  bring  back  scenes  and  descriptions 
which  you  will  re-peruse  with  the  satisfaction 
that  ever  attends  the  remembrance  of  social  and 
mental  enjoyment.  .Indeed,  not  a  few  Gather- 
ings, at  the  engaging  spot  which  I  have  so  long 
lefc^  wiliyor  tbfiir^tpm  sake^  afford  you  as  much 
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pleasure  as  at  the  time  when  they  were  first  im- 
parted* To  that  date  we  w\l  now  return  ]  atid 
I  will  try,  as  much  as  may  be,  to  make  you  for- 
get there  have  been  any  stops  from  sickness,  or 
other  impediments^ 

Cromer^  September  30,  1798. 
There  ]iv^  here  a  Gentleman  of  a  most 
singular  cast  of  humour  }  and  I  dare  appeal  to 
every  resident,  and  to  innumerable  others;  who 
during  his  sojourn  in  the  place,  have  been  its 
visitants,  for  the  following  unexaggerated  pot- 
trait  of  him.  In  truth  he  is  of  so  affable  and 
communicative  a  disposition,  that  I  should  not 
hesitate  to  refer  all  such  as  may  suppose  the 
features  overdrawn  to  the  pleasant  original  him- 
self; particularly  as  this  may  be  done  without  put* 
ring  the  stranger  to  the  difficulty  of  a  self-intro* 
duction.  Whosoever  ^alks  forth,  either  in  the 
streets,  the  fields,  upon  the  beach,  or  on  the 
cliffs,  at  almost  any  hour  of  the  day,  will  en- 
counter a  man  of  an  ereet  figure,  eager  step, 
searching  eye,  and  busy  air,  ^o  has,  as  he 
wfll  tell  you,  no  use  eitlie^  fdr  feet  or  eyes,  but 
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ts  Ae  instruinente  of  passing  away  the  tima 
alloteed  htm  in  thU  world  in  the  mo^t  ogree- 
tbte  maBfier   that   be  cs^,   and  who,  from 
the  carKest  dawn  to  die  latest  ptoiod  of  the 
efening,  finds  erer^r  moniqLtrof  hia  wUdng  hours 
at  mneh*  okcupbd,  a»  if  hia  inind  and  bbdy  ^ena 
from  neceisiff  eniploysd  k* ihe  inbat  aotiwciMi^ 
tnm.    Winitever  he  meets  with/ whai!iver  is 
behind  or  before  liinl,  widiia.  the  possiUe  spade 
ef  bdng  ofertaken  or  come  up  to,  are  made 
anbserwot  to  his  amuseaient>  his  pastimet  ot 
Us  phibBstfaropqp.    He  knows  erery  bpdy's  bust^ 
nauff  and  has  none  of  his  own,  but  to  procuri 
liiitt  knb^i^dge :  Indeed  to  most  people  this 
wwnld  be  tiie  most  u-duous  of  aU  things ;  yet 
tkie  geatlemaa  effects  it  by  theeaskik  mean^  im 
dM  wterld.     He  is  almost  always  in  motion^ 
winding  wxid  turning  in  every  possy)le  Aeladet 
in  pursuit  of  objects,  and  has  something  to  offet 
le  eaeb.    if  near  a  persbiiy  whether  strangtf  or 
aequaisitanee,  he  speakr;  if  at  ja  disbnce  hb 
diomsi  if  too  retnote  to  be  heard  he  runs  t^ 
jom  Um*    In  performing  his  usual  tour  of  the 
ttsoeti^  iie  generally  loeeiis  the  Uort^  pat&i  aoBft- 
B  a 


Digitized 


by  Google 


4  OtEANlKOS  IN  £Nm.ANI)« 

ing  over  to  either  side  as  an  object  appcari  ar 
one  or  the  other.    If  he  observes  any  one  at 
a  door^  he  takes  him  or  her  by  th6  hand  j  if  at 
a  window  within  hi^  reach  he  gently  taps,  if  a 
diild  is  Ibbbmg  througli  it,  he.jnais  his  lips  close 
to  the  glass,  and  taiks^dnd  kisses  auirawn^  if 
tny  one  is  looking  out  fiom  the  attick  story  be 
raises  his  voice^  to  uttcf  the  passing  words  t>f 
the  day,  about  health  and  the  weather^  with 
tome  quaint  story  ormoral  intermixed,  find  pro* 
ceeds  in  his  perambolations.    fiiit  in  dftetr  grefct* 
ings  he  always  says,  and  wfthoot  appearing  td  \ 
intend  any  jocularity,  good  night  for  gbod  mom 
row,  and  good  morrow  for  good  night.    To 
every  stranger  he  goes  indiscriminately,  and 
ftich^a  uniform  question, — '^  Madam,  Miss,  Si^^ 
or  Gentry— -can  I  be  useful.     Place,  PeopI^^ 
Land,  Water,  I  know  them  all,  and  all  I  know 
is  at  your  »^ice."f 

'  Before  I  go  on  with  hhn,  however,  my  dear 
Baron>  I  must  note  another  of  his  peculiarities; 
he  repeats  every  qaestidn,  and  aInK>st  every  an- 
swer, but  commonly  whh  a.  slight  .tfanspcttitiQni 
I  fear  the  ^dd. pleasantry  of  this,  will  ttrapnratt 
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in  written  description^  but  its  effect  in  discourse! 
set  off  by  the  speaker's  whimsical,  brisk,  mode 
of  expressing  himself,  tones  and  gestures  cor- 
responding, was  truly  laughable.  I  will  en- 
deavour to  preserve  the  spirit  upon  paper,  as 
well  as  I  can,  by  giving  you,  in  his  own  words, 
w^iat  follows  i  just  desiring  you  to  pre-suppose 
tj[>at  the  speaker  and  your  correspondent  had 
met  for  dxe  first  time  at  one  of  the  church* 
gates. 

.  ^*  Yes,  Sir,  I  take  more  exercise  than  any 
man  in  Cromer;  than  any  man  in  Cromer  . 
more  exercise  take  I.  —  How  do  you  do  neigh*- 
\^o\xr  Pretty.face  ?**  (to  a  female  pacing.)— 
<<  Known  that  Lady  from  a  child }  from  a  child 
bave  I  known  she.  Exercise  is  good  :  twelve 
lEiiles  a  day  in  and  out ;  m  and  out  twelve  miles^ 
DoUo!  there  goes  Richard  —  a  fine  old  one  is 
Richf^d.  Ayf ,  hon^t  Dfck,  how  long  did  you 
walk  with  my  father,  honest  Dick  ?  Fifty  years,  I 
dafe  say,  poor  Dicl^ }  I  dare  say  50  years.  I 
like  Qprner  better  than  any  town  I  ever  saw^ 
liere  con^  smiling  Miss  Butler,  a  neighbour* 
ing  farmeir's  dauber.  How  fare  yp.  Miss  B.  ? 
*3 
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Yes,  sea  and  shore,  Sir,  is  delightful ;  shore 
and  sea,  Sir ;  —  And  when  am  I  to  have  the 
promised  piece  of  bride's  cake,  Miss  B.  ?  —  A 
fine  brown  girl,  one  of  eight.j--  This  man  over 
the  way,  Mr  Rust,  has  eight  children  also;  eight- 
children  has  he.  Lived  there  three  years  }  three 
years  there  lived  I.  Next  Gentleman,  Mr. 
Baldwin,  is  a  batchelor.  Why,  what  Sir,  can  a 
man  desire,  more  —  the  land  beautiful,  and  the 
water  beautiful.  There  comes  Miss  Butler 
again—  a  good  brown  face  —  I  like  a  brown  wo- 
tnan  —  married  one  myself— and  am  going  to 
marry  again  —  home  is  home.  —  That  dog  now^ 
following  that  poor  man,  he'll  never  leave  the 
man  ;  the  man  he'll  never  leave  —  I've  known 
both,  Sir,  a  sort  of  years. — Pray,  Sir,  have  you 
seen  the  Sea*House  at  Felbrig  f  worth  seeing  is 
Fcibrig  Sea-House  —  Pll  shew  it  you  with  plea- 
sure ;  with  pleasure  I'll  shew."  This  courteous 
ofier  produced  the  first  momentary  pause,  of 
which  I  was  about  |o  avail  myself,  when  my  ra- 
pid inviter,  who  was  a  physiognomist,  assured 
me  that  I  need  not  give  myself  the  trouble  of 
making  a  speech,  for  that  mf  look  convinced 

5 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GLSAKmOS  m  £NOLAKt>.  7 

Imn,  Ihad  Aotfaklg  to  do,  bat  to  follow bim ;  or 
rather,  added  he,  taking  off  his  hat,  prooeed  with 
hhn  upon  a  sociable  plan^after  this  fashion.  *^  Yes» 
Cromer  for  my  oaoney ;  for  my  money,  €ro^ 
mer.  —  These  streets,  to  be  sure,  seem  to  be 
paved  wkh  tenier-hooks,  and  cut  a  man  to  the 
Jaul:^  (his  emj^sis  on  that  word  and  his  arch 
look,  indicated  that  he  spake  punningly) :  ^<  but 
then  that  nice  wood  above,  and  that  water  be* 
low,  and  those  htUs  and  vailies  between,  make 
amends  for  being  crippled  a  tittle  in  the  feet ; 
in  the  feet  a  little  cri^led.  I  see  you  are  of 
my  opimon ;  of  my  opinion  are  you.*' 

It  was  no  easy  matter  to  keep  pace  with  him ; 
he  passed  through  the  streets,  scaled  the  moun- 
ains,  tiaversed  the  beach,  and  descended  into 
che  vatiies,  with  a  speed  that  did  full  justice  to 
the  ardour  6f  his  description. 

^<  I  k>ve  a  hill,  Sir,  belter  than  a  dale,  be- 
cansie  a  man  seems  to  be  above  the  world  when 
he  has  got  to  the  top,  *^  nearer  to  heaven,  as  it 
wove.  Now  t6are*9  a  view  for  you!  I  hate 
gone  up  to  this  light-bouse  on  the  cliff;  a 
teaidsoaie  Kghikhousr  by  the  bye  as  any  in 
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England,  a  handsome  light-house  —  I  haVe  gone 
up  ic  all  weathers  and  humours,  —  you  have 
there  half  the  county  of  Norfolk  under  your  eye^ 
"When  I  have  gained  this  point,  I  always  feel 
myself  bigger  and  taUer>  by  I  do  not  know  how 
many  inches,  than  when  I  am  crawling  along 
any  of  the  bottoms.     On  a  mountain  a  man  is 
where  he  should  be  1  Do  you  feel  any  thing  of 
this  ?  Only  look  down  — -  what  poor  shrunk  mi* 
serables  are  moving  abotit !  The  horses  and  that 
waggon  almost  like  dogs  and  a  wheel  barrow  y 
the  men  and  women  in  the  streets,  like  ants 
scuttling  about  for  a  mouthful  of  food,  and 
hurr\ing  back  to  their  \i\W\  vhich  to  them  I 
suppose,  seems  as  vast  as  this  we  are  now  upon 
to  us.  Then  for  the  beach  —  there's  mommucks, 
fcr  you !   a  good  decent  mouse^  seeing  them 
from  ^here  we  stand,  might  think  himself  a 
match  for  the  best  of  them.  —  And  those  people 
dabbing  after  shrimps,  little  better  to  locdi  upoa 
than  the  shrimps  themselves.     There's  master 
Jacobs,  the  bather,  bringing  a  gentleman  out  of 
the  water ;  sec,  he  cuts  no  better  figure  from 
the  summii;  of  this  cUflf  than  a  drovmed  cat  or 
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blind  puppy*  Lord  help  ti$  !  we  are  poor  crea* 
tures.  Sir }  poor  creatures.  Lord  help  us,  are 
we !  I  hope  you  are  of  my  opiuipa  i  of  wj 
opinion,  I  hope  you  are  ?" 

Fain  would  I  hzstffoken  my  full  assent  to 
this  question,  but  I  had  only  time  to  nod  my 
answer.    It  was  justly  construed  into  ^  affir* 
mative  nod,  and  my  querist  observed  onit  — 
^'  This  view  of  matters  mends  us ;  and  though 
I  always  feci  while  I  stand  here,  that  I  mayhol4 
my  head  higher,  I  soon  drop  ic  again,  and  my 
lofty  thoughts  of  myself  too,  when  I  cast  a  look 
])eneath  —  and  I  often  enough  say  to  myself,  if 
a  man  wants  a  cure  for  his  pride,  let  him  get 
upon  a  mduntain  and  walk  down  it  again  *—  if 
lie  thinks  himself  a  giant  at  the  top,  he  will 
soon  feel  himself  a  dwarf  at  the  bottom  —  a 
dwarf  at  the  bottom,  and  a  giant  at  top ;  — so 
when  I  have  got  any  conceited  qonundrum  in 
my  head,  that  makes  me  top-heavy,  up  I  get» 
and  after  taking  a  squint  at  the  creepers,  down 
I  go,  dwindling  all  the  way  I  descend,  till,  vbl 
mixing  with  them,  I  feel  I  am  no  Inggfl*  than 
they  J  than  they  no  bigger,*' 
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Wieh  the  moral  of  the  reflection  full  upon 
him^  dovm  went  the  moralist,  not  however  with 
alow,  tbongh  solemn  steps ;  for  every  thbg  he 
does  and  says  is  rapid,  and  his  gravest  thoughts 
^e  oftea  delivered  in  a  hasty  stride.  He  next 
sought  the  beautiful  wood  adjoining  Cromer- 
Hal!,  which  I  described  for  you  in  a  former 
tetter.  But  nothing  in  the  way  of  making  it 
better  known  to  you  fell  from  my  new  acquain- 
tance, except  that  he  threw  over  both  it  and 
Felbing  certain  recommendatory  touches  which 
made  the  foliage  k>dk  fresher  to  the  eye  zxA 
the  mansions  occupy  a  nobler  space  in  the  vaxk- 
gination.  **  Mr.  George  Wyndham,  Sir,  is  the 
poor  man's  friend,  when  he  comes  down ;  wheA 
he  comes  down,  Mr.  George  is  the  friend  of 
the  poor  man ;  and  Mr.  WilKam,  though  a  se- 
cretary and  minister  of  war,  and  all  that,  is  the 
friend  of  the  poor,  whether  he  comes  down  or 
no.  As  we  walk  on,  I  will  shew  you  a  few  bye 
places  on  the  side  of  the  common,  which  you 
'would  not  find  out  in  a  twelvemonth  by  your- 
^f,  where  diose  whom  he  never  saw  cry  out 
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^odblmWittiaiiiWynclfaaBi}  William  Wynd^ 
ham,  God  bless!** 

^  And  here  comes  merry  tod '  Umd  ^rniet 
Reynolds  and  ins  Donky  ;  his  Dooky  and  blind 
maeny  James  I  Ah  poor  James !  not  a  speck  <tf 
any  thing  has  he  seen,  in  this  world  full  ef 
s%htB,  from  die  time  he  was  half  a  y«ar  old ; 
yet  he  comes  twice  a  wcd^  to  Cromer  with 
§nk  and  flowers,  as  you  sec,  and  trarels  up  and 
^own  the  comitry,  opening  all  the  gates,  pass* 
ing  all  the  lanes,  and  crossing  all  the  fords  w4 
irasfaes  without  any  guide  bnt  that  Don|:y.** 

Whfle  he  was  yet  spetduog,  we  joined  tba 
person  described,  who  knowing  the  voice  of  my 
(pmsmnicatiTe  associate,  returned  the  greetings 
by  pulling  off  his  hat  and  holding  out  his 
hand 

WithoujK  the  smallest  aid  from  what  has  al-* 
ways  been  called  the  soverdgn  feature,  umllui- 
mioad  by  chose  orbs,  the  kiss  of  which  aeemi 
l&e  least  supportable  of  all  perscttal  dqirivationi 
to  dkosc  who  are  in  possession  of  the  Uetting  of 
fight,  never  did  I  behold  a  more  inteUigent 
countenance,  aar  one  in  which  the  beams  of 
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philanthropy,  good  humour^  and  courtesy,  were 
irore  engagingly  lighted  up, 

"  And  how  idocs  the  world  use  you  now,  friend 
James  ?**  questioned  my  companion,  cordially 
shaking  th^  offered  Kand,  < —  «  and  how  fare* 
Donky  ?  Donky,  how  do  you  fare  ?  Here's  a 
kit  of  grcfcn  bough  for  you,  which  I  pulled  from 
one  of  the  Squire's  trees  —  or  do  you  like  a  bit 
of  this  biscuit  better  ?  better  like  you  this  bi^ 
cuit,  poor  old  Trusty  ?  Come,  then,  let  us  go 
halves  ?*'  My  new  friend  was  smoothing  the 
wrinkled  front  of  the  poor  ais,  and  presenting 
to  his  mouth  what  was  mentioned,  all  the  time 
he  spake.  The  animal  refused  the  bough,  and 
accepted  the  biscuit,  while  James  sat  smiling 
acknowledgement  from  his  back. 

After  more  chat,  in  the  same  style,  —  I.wiH 
not  venture  to  call  it  conversation^  wliere  a 
single  person  only  spoke^ — James  «nd  hi^  Don^ 
key  passed  on  towards  Cromer,  with  his  fruits 
and*^wers,  of  which  I  laid  in  a  little  stocky 
an^  gS9tl  my  address  for  the  pleasure  of  kAoww 
ing  mwe  of  the  vender.  I  then  followed  my 
\oquacioiiS|  but  tmly  pleasant  leader  to  Felbrig 
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and  several  other  contiguous  pIaces>Svhitlier  I  be^ 
fore  conducted  you :  though  it  was  not^  as  I  have 
remarked^  from  expeccadoa  of  addiurg  any  im- 
portant local  inteUigeoce  to  my  former  Mcountfi 
but  because  my  iiewannpamQirhad  8€«ethtf)g 
4>riginal  and   intereatmg  to  say  upon  alniost 
jtvery  thing  ive  saw  or  beards  whether  c;^  per* 
iOD^'places^  or  thipgs^  ii^  bis  comments  and 
descnpttoBii  of  whkb  he  Ueod^ed  so  m()ch  hvh 
ttipiirandftdiing)  that  even  his  quaint  tautolo^ 
^*es  consti|u|ed  part  of  chef^ysement  anfl  fia^ 
fWter  Qi  kib  company.    How  sincerely  did  i 
whb  you  bad  been  presqnt  to  see  this  extr^ordi* 
nary  page  of  nature's  book  unfold  itself,  ^>  re* 
pkte  with  the  spirit  that:£tdes  and  comparatively 
dies  on  the  paper,  even  like  a  falling  leaf!  To 
view  either  in  the  freshness  of  their  beauty,  we 
must  be  within  sight  of  the  tree,  or  contemplate 
ing  die  branches.    This  wish,  however,  being 
nt  present  uihittakiable,  I  ha(ve  onlyfto  hx^pe  the 
founder  of  my, £eastl  in  ]thiS9)mbulation  maybe 
as  wiirand  as  minty,  as  mottl-aiid  at  sportive^ 
as  I  havejii^t  fbiind.lnni,'  when  you  make  yoifr 
mk  ;to  thit.pitft  gf  Norfolk*    We.K^^ained 
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Gibmer  t6  diim^^  a£^  a  bcakh^  a^  divorai^ 
fied  vralk  ^'  snd  as  we  paoed  through  the  HFoen 
ia  the  way  to  our  respective  abodes,  it  coiliinued 
my  g;ratificatiDii  to' observe  my  new-made  fricttd 
dtetHbw^  the  articles  wMoh  he  had  pcmdiaeed 
of  Uiiid  James ;  anf^  apple  to  oiie^  a  pear  to  an^ 
thet,  af  few  nuft  tb  a  thiio),  ar  ptaktoafoimtv 
»  braiHih'  of  Kfec  t^  a  fifths  inth  aa  zxioamfuA 
flsetif  of  a'nod,  a  b&nry  a  shake  of  the  hand,  a 
good' mjght,  —that  is  to^say,  a  good  ^/,  wilh* Ml 
usual  repetitions,  whether  to  man,  womati,  <* 
ehild^  on  horseback  dr  on  foot;  — ^  enhanting'  tbe 
^easrure  of  tfte  gif^.  PImde  him  adi^u^  with 
die  French  urb»rftf  of^  an  ^nr  Retolty  v^ich 
iteryhappily^ttssesthe  ttrish  of  meeting  ag^ 
and  most  sincerely  thcf  Hoptf,  of 

Dear  Baron^ 

Yours,^c. 

P:  Si-^-^DiP  takng  a  setood  gtanoe  at  the 
abow  poraak,'  t  perceive  Phaate  negle6brid  shk 
dnpcry^  wbkhrhmmier  is.  no  les8^e3itnaof£oary 
dmr  ttaiat  peinm  trtfieh  it  enfolds.  The  ovigliiri 
siM^Miisses,  oM^inpIy  to  thtPs«stln^  btft^to 
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llie  daf ;  fomotimcs  to  the  bo^iu  Tqu  see  him 
either  in  a  grqat  coat,  hal£gre^cofiV  or  vitlu 
«mt  aoy  coa^jQ  ^  ^MslcoatlKUttoacd  uptothe 
ibioMs.  «  if  in  avrfii^e  or^i^iw*!  or  thsomi 
gfCRis  to  Uie  ^Fdje;^  %  i£  iOf  worship  of  the  sun, 
iviihr  a  ohiuerlin'.  ^^ept  s^  a'  r^iiflq,  when  rofflei 
i9^e,  the  mode  He  makes  thf&e*  ra{H<l  dutngfi^ 
^tb.  every  alteration  o£  th?  atmosphere^  insof* 
much  that  he  majih^  abnost  t^  to  dress^to^thf 
weather^cockj  and  shift  as  it  shifts^  in  obedience 
to  all  the  winds  of  heaven.  And  he  has  an  oddly 
pleasant  reason  for  all  this  —  *^  Just  as  well  to 
pass  an  hour  or  two  this  way,  as  any  other ;  as 
any  other  Sir^  as  well  this  way.  As  for  cold, 
and  heat,  why  should  I  go  shivering  along,  when 
the  wind  veers  north  about  in  a  minute,  where 
if  it  remains  but  half  an  hour,  I  am  to  be  more 
than  half  starved  — •  no,  if  it  feels  like  summer 
when  I  breakfast,  and  winter  before  I  dine,  as  it 
often.  Sir,  does  in  England — in  England,  it  does 
often  ;  why  am  I  not  to  apparel  myself  in  July 
just  as  if  it  were  December,  and  in  December 
as  if  it  Vfere  July  ? — answer  me  that.  Sir,  if  you 
jpleasc ;  if  you  please,  that  answer  ? — Thus  I  am 
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a  match  for  all  weathers,  and  am  as  stout  H 
brandy ;  as  brandy.  Sit,  stout  am  V 

Such  is  the  man  —  such  his  dresses,  such  his 
ezpressioiis,  such  his  manners, — and  without 
claiming  any  merit  in  the  drawing  but  its  fidelity, 
I  will  now  send  it  off,  without  adding  the  humi^ 
Hating  information  of  the  name  vnitten  on  the 
back  ^- for  there  is  not  a  single  inhabitant  in 
Cromer,  who  will  not  ascertain  it; 
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LETTER   it, 


X  REACHBD  my  apartments  just  as  the  h* 
ihily  with  wht>m  I  lodged  were  sitting  down  to 
tea,  and  as  I  have  always  found  that  beverage  — - 
(I  presume  the  critics^  who,  it  should  seem, 
have  the  orthographical  mint  in  their  possession, 
might  accuse  me  of  the  crime  of  coinage,  unli- 
cenfed  by  authority,  were  I  to  say  brewage^)^^ 
thai  bererage,  then,  agree  with  me  far  better 
than  less  forbidden  things,  and  as  I  delight  to 
mix  myself  unceremonioufly  with  the  kindly 
disposed  of  all  ranks  in  life,  I  accepted  the  invi- 
tation of  mine  hostesses^  to  add  another  cup  to 
their  board. 

Gratified,  however,  with  the  Iketches  of  eha^ 
racter  which  my  morning  walk  had  produced^ 
i  did  not  even  think  of  a  farther  gleaning,  till  I 
had  sufficiently  regaled  myself  with  reviewing 
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the  touches  of  the  new  portrait.  But  how  fre- 
quently do  the  most  pleasant  scenes  of  life  pre- 
sent themselves  unsought !  How  often  do  they 
woo  us,  as  it  were.  By  the  way ;  meet,  overtake, 
or  travel  with  us,  side  by  side !  — It  is  a  kind  of 
love  at  first  sight !  One  of  these  came  smiling, 
fairy  like,  to  my  cup,  even  as  I  was  lifting  it  to 
my  Kps. 

Onfy  four  persons;  not  Including  the  famtty, 
were  assembled,  and  the  whole  group  appeared 
to  be  on  the  most  familiar  footing.  Yet  I  was 
struck  with  the  singularity  of  observing  three 
tea-pots,  with  as  many  sugar  basons  and  plate* 
of  broad  and  biitter  placed  upon  the  table. 
Waiting  the  unfolding  of  this  Iktle  mystery,  1 
saw  the  three  tea-pot^  regnhrly  filled  and  emp- 
tied, the  bread  and  butter  handed  about,  and 
ihe  sugar  dispensed  liberally  ;  but  the  four  visr- 
f  ord  oddly  split  into  paits,  were  seated  in  a  kind 
of  detached  way,  each  serving  the  other  from 
Ae?r  own  stores,  without  any  assistance  from  the 
people  of  the  house,  vAo  only  attended  to  them- 
selves^, without  taking  the  smallest  notice  of  their 
gne^is,   as   to  the  honours  o#  the  tea-table. 
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wli3e  the  most  perfect  good  humour,  gay  chat, 
and  harmless  merriment^  pervaded  the  circle* 
My  curiosity  kindled,  yet  I  forbore  enquiry. 
The  three  divisions  contimied  in  this  sociably 
unsociable  way,  tilT  the  repast  was  finished,  with* 
out  one  exchange  of  the  customary  civiHties 
from  hostess  to  visitant  as  to  "  taking  another 
cup"—**  I  fear  the  tea  is  not  to  your  liking  ?" 
&c.  &c.  &c.— an  etiquette  of  the  tea-table  insti- 
tufed  as  early  as  the  tea-table  itself,  and  forming 
indeed  part  of  the  equipage.  The  visit(7rj  never- 
theless did  just  put  these  questions  to  their  own 
parry,  and  the  visk^^  were  civil  enough  —  to 
themselves. 

**  And  what  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  ?**  to  mine 
hostess  queried  I,  when  opportunity  favoured.  — 
^  Lack  a  day !  Sir,"  replied  she,  smiling,  <•  have 
you  yet  to  ask  what  that  means  ?  we  call  itj 

And  here  will  follow,  my  friend,  an  explana- 
tion. The  middle  and  lower  ranks  of  people  in 
this  county,  and  in  some  others,  continue  a 
practice,  of  making  an  afternoon  visit  at  each 
other's  houses^  on  as  social,  and  as  little  selfish 
c  a 
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a  purpose  as  possible.  The  visitor-neighbour 
takes  to  the  neighbour  visited  a  few  lumps  of 
sugar>  a  pat  of  butter^  a  small  loaf,  and  a  little 
tea,  nipped  up  in  paper,  to  the  intent  of  .uniting 
economy  with  friendship.  "  You,  neighbour, 
have  the  fire  to-day;  I  to-morrow."  This  is 
chiefly  in  summer,  as  each  muft  have  her  firt 
in  the  colder  part  of  the  year :  so  that  the 
warmth  of  friendship  may  not  seem  to  have  fo 
much  to  do  in  this  business,  as  the  heat  of  th« 
fire  to  boil  the  water;  yet  between  the  two 
discordant  elements,  much  social  harmony  is 
produced,  inasmuch  as  it  promotes  good-will 
amongst  neighboucs.  ^'  It  is  a  practice  ho- 
noured in  the  observance.** — ^  It  brings  the  in- 
habitants of  a  small  plac^,  and  all  their  concerns, 
under  one  point  of  view ;  by  which  means  the 
gossip's  tale,  which  is  said  to  be  part  of  the  tea 
equipage,  is  maimed  of  its  mischief;  because 
where  friends  and  enemies  meet  together,  there 
vdll  be  found,  if  not  an  equal  quantity  of  anti- 
dote, at  least  enough  to  counteract  in  general 
th«  baheful  quality  of  the  poison.    It  has  beea 
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my  good  fortune  to  hear  and  see  this  exempli- 
fied at  the  little  assembly  I  have  just  left. 

^^  Don't  tell  me  that,  neighbour/'  quoth  one 
of  the  party  to  another—"  Mrs.  •♦•••  was  no 
more  in  the  way  she  is  ntnu  than  I  am,  before 
her  husband  went  his  last  trip,"  —  (this  relates. 
Baron,  you  already  see,  to  a  supposed  trip  of  a  dif- 
ferent sort,)  — "  and  it  is  thineon  months  within 
a  few  days'*  continued  the  accuser,  "  since  he 
set  sail  from  Blacking  Roads.*' 

•'  Nay,  come,  come, — don*t  make  bad  worse, 
—  I  do  not  believe  it  exceeds  the  year  ;"  —  ob- 
served a  second,  putting  some  sugar  into,  her 
cup,  as  if  to  add  a  month's  sweetening  to  the 
rumour.  "  Why,  it  was  better  than  a  quarter 
of  a  year  before  my  Sally  was  born,  neighbour  j 
and  you  can  tell  how  long  that  is  agone.*' 

'^  This  milk  is  a  little  turned,  I  think,  neigh* 
bour,**  interposed  a  third  speaker. 

^'  I  ought  to  know  the  time  pretty  well,"  ob- 
served a  fourth,  sugaring  highly^  —  "  for  it  was 
in  the  week  I  lost  my  poor  William,  which  is 
barely  a  twelvemonth,  and*  I  shall  never  forget 
/jow    kmdly  Mrs.  ♦••••'s  husband  took  hold 
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of  my  poor  boy's  hand,  and  hoped  he  would  be 
able  to  weather  his  sickness,  and  bs  sound 
enough  for  a  little  sailor.  He  was  intended 
you  know,  poor  fellow,  for  a  sailor,  if  he  had 
lived.*^ 

^*  Twelve  months,  or  twelve  years,"  exclaimed 
a  fifth,  briskly  twirling  her  tea-spoon  round 
the  cup,  *'  if  the  man  is  satisfied,  I  don't  see 
what  we  have  to  do  with  it  — besides  the  wo- 
man has  not  fallen  to  pieces  yet,  I  understand ; 
and  I  have  heard  say,  it  is  a  very  different  com* 
plaint.'* 

"  Humph !"  interrupted  one  of  the  tea- 
makers —  *'  ha,  ha,  ha!  just  like  the  bead-ache 
for  the  heart-ache.  Another  iutop  of  sugar,  if 
you  please,  neighbour.'* 

One  of  the  Miss  Cooks  —  you  remember  the 
name  of  my  landladies  —  noticed  that  the  poor 
woman  they  were  talking  about  was,  she  had 
been  welMnformed,  nearer  death-bed  than  child- 
bedj  and  whether  she  lived  or  died,  deserved  a 
far  better  name  than  her  neighbours  were  giving 
her. 
.  This  softening  circumstance  made  an  opening 
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for  others ;  und  while  the  business  of  attack  and 
defence  was  m  progress,  a  fresh  neighbour  dropt 
in,  with  the  erening  ruipour  — 

—  that  her  sister  had  re- 
.ceived  a  letter  by  the  post  stating  the  terrible 
$itwfiQn  of  poor  George  L*****s  wife,  who, 
after  being  five  times  tsipp'd  in  one  day,  had  died 
in  a  tnanner  drown'd  by.  her  sad  ^temper^ 
only  in  her  a5th  year. 

The  above  report  was  but  too  well  foimded* 
jd/ter  the  accused  wife  had  been  obliged  to  re- 
linquish the  hope  that  the  alteration  in  her  shape 
aro$e  only  irpm  her  being,    *'  as  women  wish 
who  loye  their  lords,''  she  remained  in  the  viU 
iage  where  her  husband  had  left  her,  near  Cro- 
jsier,  till  vartoas  apecujiations  were  formed  about 
iier;  and  on  her,  at  length  withdrawing  her- 
self fropi  her  former  residence  tp  a  distant  part 
of  the  .county'-^ where  by  the  bye  her   own 
mother  resided,  and  r^ides  still -r-l)Qt  what 
cannot  the  spirit  tfaccmaiim  do  I  the  effect  was 
'tiaced  by  the  alarmists  to  the  supposed  cause  -*- 
and  a  tender  parent'^  xeceptioa  of  her  daughter 
iwnkdef  those,  ciccumstancet,  was  allowed  to  be 
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natural  enough  in  a  mother^  in  order  to  coib 
ceal  the  shame  of  her  own  childj  but  other 
people  were  not  to  be  so  blinded ! 

It  is^  however,  a  hard  case,  when  a  woman  must 
lose  her  life,  before  she  can  redeem  her  charac* 
ten  The  evil  of  a  detractory  report,  when  a 
cruel  whisper  has  settled  into  an  inveterate  «Ian* 
def,  especially  when  a  female  is  its  object,  is 
incredible  to  those  who  have  not  watched  its 
progress.  No  sooner  does  the  falsehood  be- 
come fixed,  by  whatever  means,  than  it  has  ac« 
quired  all  the  reverence  due  to  the  most  sacred 
truth,  and  without  any  farther  examination ; 
>nd  the  very  virtues  of  the  devoted  furnish  ar- 
guments to  prove  her  vices.  Does  she  weep  ? 
it  is  with  the  tears  of  the  crQcodile,  Does  she 
blush  in  the  midst  of  reports  against  which  no 
innocence  is  at  all  times  a  shield  ?  it  is,  it  must 
be  the  blush  of  guilt.  Does  she  seek  refuge 
from  the  voice  and  eye  of  her  pursuers  in  re- 
treat  ?  well  may  conscious  wickedness  seek  to 
hide  itself.  Does  she  dare  to  buffet  the  storm 
by  remaining  amongst  her  assailants  ?  it  is  hac-> 
(lened  eSrontery.     Does  she  even  attempt  th^ 
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toothings  of  piety  by  mixing  in  public  worship? 
it  can  be  nothing  but  hypocrisy,  and  it  must  be 
jeligion  to  aroid  the  place  of  worship,  while  so 
^rageous  a  sinner  pollutes  the  templet 

My  Friend,  we  are,  as  I  have  variously  declared, 
^  gentle  and  a  generoiis  race ;  but  in  no  part  of 
the  social  earth  has  the  Ji^  of  r^utation  a 
more  established  throne  than  we  allow  her  to 
have  in  England.  I  have  se^n  maqy  in^t^ce$ 
pf  what  I  haye  just  dcsprib^t 
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LETTER   Uh 


Croiiier. 

^lY  Friend,  there  are  spirits  —  at  least  of 
the  imagination —in  and  neaf  this  favoured 
spot.  I  am  honoured  by  the  correspondence 
of  one  of  them.  She  is  an  immediate  descen- 
dant of  those  women  inspired  by  heaven,  who 
flourished  in  different  parts  of  the  worlds  deno- 
minated Sibyls  \  who  were  accustomed,  as  all 
the  world  knows,  to  write  their  divine  effusions 
on  leaves  which  were  preserved  with  great  care, 
and  consulted  as  oracles  of  truth  and  wisdom. 
Ancient  authors  differ  as  to  their  number.  PJato 
speaks  of  one  only,  Pliny  of  three,  j£Iian  of 
four,  and  Varro  of  ten }  which  latter  opinion, 
say  the  mythological  books,  is  universally 
adopted  by  the  learned ;  and  of  these  ten,  we 
are  told,  the  most  celebrated  was  that  of  Cum« 
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in  Italy,  "who  has  been  caHed  by  the  dHEsneM 
BiMBeaof  Ama1thea,DtiK)pbiIe,  H^rophik^  Daph- 
iieyMaato9Pfaeim)Doe,axidDcipbo43e.  Wlieatlie 
JBjQOiaacapitol  was  burnt  in  the  troubles  of  SyUa^ 
Ac  wdacs  cf tiiis  S'iyyl,  yiiich  wfice  there  depoek- 
eA,  tporiflhed  «a  tbe  con^cMioQ ;  laad  jjUbtough 
AcK  dm  Aiasy  Bibydltne  vorse$  ^exlaBi;,  they  are 
acGoiKnted  spmious.  That  thoae,  which  have 
latdjr  feUcm  into  my  hands  ane  genvtne^  the  .best 
iritidcNKeiiitHvo&ratadtfMyoiir  judgnn  aad 
IcamreiittleidoiJhtisi  ^our  rohd  that  the  island 
of  Gcett  BnMtain  ouglit  to  iae  as  much  diatm- 
guished  as  the  birth-place  of  genius,  and  of  the 
heaven-inspired  muses,  as  either  Persia,  Libya, 
Marpessa,  Cumse,  Tiburtis,  or  Ancyra. 

That  there  i^  one  of  these  beings  (as  we 
quaintly  say  in  common  language,  when  we 
would  express  one  thing  by  its  opposite)  **  not 
a  hundred  miles  from  Cromer,'*  cannot  be 
doubted,  any  more  than  that  Apollo  is  ena- 
moured of  her.  She  seems  to  fly,  now  over 
the  sea,  now  over  the  fields,  and  now  to  settle 
on  the  cliflf.  Some  of  her  leaves,  on  which  are 
vrritten  Sibylline  verses,  have  occasionally  drop« 
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ped  from  her  wing,  even  as  I  was  gleaning) 
it  was  therefore  my  good  fortmie  to  take  them 
up  before  they  were  dispersed  by  the  wind  ;  and 
thence  their  meaning  became  comprehensible* 
Several  of  them  have  been  already  received 
addressed  to  the  Gleaner,  and  signed  Sibylla  i 
they  are  all  upon  pensive  subjects,  introduced 
by  lines  of  apolo^  for  what  might  claim  atten^ 
tion.  When  you  have  read  thcse^  and  the  ele*» 
giac  verses  which  were  her  second  fairy  fevour, 
you  will  not  wonder  that  I  take  the  earliest  op« 
portunity  to  wreathe  them  around  my  sheaf. 
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LINES  OF  APOLOGY 
for  presenting  any  Lines  at  all. 


Muse  of  the  heart !  if  such  there  be. 
Hear  thy  own  votary^  prayer ; 

Protect  mc  from  the  critic^s  frowd, 
And  make  my  verse  thy  care. 

Quick  from  the  throb  'tis  thine  to  give, 
Thou  knows't  my  lays  depart ; 

Like  thy  own  polic  my  numben  flow 
Immediate  from  the  heart. 

And  be  the  theme  or  gayly  dress'd. 

Or  dad  in  sorrows  hue ; 
No  colours  tint  the  transient  strains 

But  what  to  thee  are  true. 

And  this  thy  agent  in  my  hand 

Boasts  no  poetic  fire. 
Nor  have  I  beard,  as  Bards  have  sungi 

Apollo  tune  his  lyre.  * 

That  magic  lyre  I  ne*er  addrest 
Or  sought  its  meed  to  gain  ; 

A  short-liv*d  wreath  in  haste  I  twin** 
Aroond  this  sacred  fanet 
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To  Phoebus,  then,  'twere  vain  to  sue. 

Or  hope  his  spIenJidf  ray. 
At  vain  to  woo  fhe  high-born  Nine 
I  To  help  my  humble  Iay» 

And  if  the  wing  by  Genius  spread 

Far  distant  met  my  view, 
Ev'n  as  it  caugjit  my  raptur'dg^ 

The  meteor  Glory  flew. 

Hence,  far  from  every  tuneful  power 

And  ev'ry  lettered  art, 
Whene*cr  I  dare  totouch  the  chords 

My  Muse  is  still  my  hearts 

Save  then  fioui  scora  these  scaltet 'd  leaver 

The  truants  of  the  pen  ; 
Be  thou  their  advocate,  my  hearty 

From  each  fastidious  ken« 

Or  else,  submissive  to  my  doom 

With  speed  will  I  convey 
To  drear  Oblivion^s  deepest  shade, 

O  Heart !  thy  future  lay* 
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fVrinen  after  a  late  Walk  in  the  Cbatck-Tord 


As  late  I  wander'd  from  each  festive  scene 
And  sought  in  sorrow's  hour  this  lone  lecesf^ 

To  Fancy's  eye  flow  rose  my  Father's  form 
Benignly  mild  as  when  be  liv'd  to  bless. 

Impulsive  nature  knew  the  fionour'd  sbaile 
And  wiog'd  me  to  the  spot  uneheck'd  by  fear, 

While  mute  attention  hung  upon  the  sounds 

Which  secm'd  in  words  like  these  to  meet  my  car : 

<<  Child  of  my^  earthly  ftride,  my^ earthly  carc^ 
«<  But  ah !  how  difibe^l  from  the  child  I  lov'dl 

«f  Where  is  the  roseate  heahht  the  Umper  bUnd« 
"  The  soft  content  which  o'er  her  features  rov'd  ? 

^  ^\mit  tobt  convukive  whiclk  thy  bosom  bcafves^ 
«*  Tbcae  horning  Uars  which  bathe  thy  (aded  cbcek» 

**  ProdaiA  a  heart  by  wildest  conflict  torn, 
•*  And  all  the  whirlwind  of  the  soul  bapeak. 

**  Why  dost  thou  lonely  seek  these  aweful  glooms, 
"  And  shun  the  social  circle  late  so  dear  ? 

<•  Why  with  enfever'd  anguish  court  despair, 

««  And  waste  the  season  peace  and  joy  should  chear  ? 
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^  Forbear  fond  mdumer  th^se  Impatient  plaints^ 
<<  Nor  let  thy  self- wove  griefs  assail  tny  tombi 

^<  Call  not  my  spirit  from  allotted  rest 
^  To  chide,  or  witness  still,  a  mortal's  doom. 

**  Yet  while  my  form  upon  tby  vision  stays, 
^  Let  nie  this  sacred  lesson  once  impart, 

^*  No  human  misery  can  subdue  the  mind 
<<  Till  Guilt*s  dark  colours  soil  the  coward  heart. 

^  This  truth  allowed,  thy  high* wrought  feelings  calmi 
<<  And  led  by  Virtue  all  hef  laws  obey  ; 

^  Conquer  the  passion  which  absorbs  thy  soul, 
<<  And  unrepining  yield  to  reason^s  sway." 

The  vision  ceas*d,  and  o^er  my  sinking  frame 
Lean'd  as  in  blessing  e'er  it  join*d  the  dead  ; 

With  filial  impulse  I  essay'd  to  grasp 
The  shadowy  hand  which  wav*d  around  my  head« 

*<  Dear  honourM  shade,"  I  cried  in  trembling  haste^ 
^  O  hear  the  vow  my  erring  heart  shall  prove  i 

^  No  bribe  shall  lure  my  feet  from  duty's  path, 
«<  Or  sully  in  my  breast  a  daughter's- lore^'^ 
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LETtER    tV. 


JtSuT  I  am  called  away  suddenly  from  itly 
Sibyl  enchantress,  to  attend  upon  yet  higher  * 
{K>wers)  upon  oracles  mightier  than  those  at 
Delphi^  Delos,  Clarosj  Tencdos,  Cyrrha,  and 
Patara^  or  even  than  the  Delphic  god  himself^ 
albeit  he  unites  in  his  character  the  deiiyi/hip  of 
inedidne>  music^  poetry^  and  eloquence^  Yes, 
my  dear  Friend,  this  divine  inventor  of  the  fine 
arts,  and  consequently,  his  son  iEsculapius  — » 
viYio  was  struck  with  thunder  by  his  uncle  Jupiter 
for  saving  so  many  by  his  art  —  were  minor 
physicians  —  mere  Tyroes  in  the  art  of  healing, 
to  the  MfiDiCAXi  Magi,  who  are  carrying  all  be« 
fore  then^  at  this  very  instant  of  time,  in  the 
fu-hmed  cpuntry  of  which  1  have  the  honour 
to  be  a  native^ 

VOL.  xh  D 
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I  believe  they  are  of  German  origin,  and 
that  Austria  may  also  contend  for  the  ho- 
nour  of  their  birth.  Be  that  as  it  may  :  what 
IS  the  silver-bowM  god  or  any  of  his  family  to 
these  ?  The  practitioners  upon  this  our  sickly 
planet  indeed^  the  Podaliruses  and  Machaons 
of  this  nether  sphere,  embody  themselves  into 
a  phalanx,  and  joined  by  those  who  call  them- 
selves regulars  in  medicine  —  the  surgical,  chi- 
rurgical,  and  apothecary-cal  corps,  each  with  the- 
appropriate  weapons  and  accoutrements  —  lan- 
cet, forceps,  di3secting-knife,  and  all  their  other 
instruments  of  torture  —  their  prescribing  pcn8> 
more  potent  than  even  the  spear  of  Ithuriel„ 
the  wand  of  the  conjurer,  or  the  sword  of  har- 
lequin, now  waved  in  air  as  their  truncheons^ 
and  now  issuing  their  commands  j  and  although^ 
these  edicts  are  scratched  on  slips  of  paper,  in 
mystic  characters  which  they  themselves  canr 
scarcely  read,  or  their  subalterns,  that  do  their 
bidding,  understand ;  yet  the  sacred  scrolls  of 
eastern  high-prlesfs  have  less  in  controul  the 
life  and  death  of  the  people ;  yet,  with  all  these 
advantages,  the  regular  bands  are  put  to  the 
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rout  — their  ranks  broken,  their  solemn  trun- 
cheons torn  out  of  thcii*  hands,  their  sacred 
scrolls  laughed  at  and  de^ed,  and  themselves 
obliged  by  their  more  powerful,  yet  less  nu« 
merous  opponents,  to  retreat  with  precipitation, 
and  to  entrench  themselves  in  the  fast  holds  of 
their  college  citadel,  or  take  refuge  in  their  hall 
of  defence  —  sometimes  even  in  danger  of  being 
reduced  to  live  upon  their  own  drugs^  or  be 
starved  out ! 

When  1  come  to  speak  more  decidedly  of  the 
victorious  arm,  whose  very  name,  like  the  ar- 
mour of  Achilles,  carries  conquest  in  the  sound 
—  conquest  over  the  whole  body  corporate  of  the 
land — you  will  attribute  all  that  those  who  are 
put  to  flight  can  sly  about  the  conqueror,  to  a 
spirit  of  envy  or  wounded  pride^    Marsyas,  you 
know,   the  celebrated  piper  of  Celaenas,  was 
Jlajed  alive  by  the  medical  god  for  having  dared 
to  challenge  him  to  a  trial  of  skill  as  z  musician  ; 
and  Midas,  having  had  the  impudence  to  assert 
that  Pan  was  superior  to  the  same  deity  in  sing- 
ing, and  playiftg  on  the  flute,  had  his  ears 
chan  ged  into  those  of  an  ass :  shoold  any  of 
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the  vanquished  fugitives  who  have  escaped, 
continue  to  presume  on  their  diplomas,  andper^ 
sisc  in  asserting  their  pretensions  to  the  life 
and  death  of  the  public  exclusively,  it  would 
not,  in  this  age  of  wonders,  be  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise to  see  some  such  corrections  and  punish- 
ments as  those  inflicted  on  the  rebellious  op- 
ponents —  that  the  ass's  ear,  for  instance, 
should  become  visible  on  the  head-side  of  a  re- 
gular physician  ;  and  that,  in  his  turn,  he  should 
htjiayed  alive  who  had,  as  the  case  might  re- 
quire, authority  to  flay  others. 

Dear  Baron,  I  should  insult  the  understand- 
ing my  acquaintance  with  you  has  taught  me 
to  reverence,  could  I  believe  you  had  not  long 
since  anticipated  the  name,  pretensions,  talents, 
magic  powers,  and  mighty  operations  of  the 
gifted  beings  whose  miracles  I  have  here  glanced 
at :  you  have  forerun  my  now  needless  men- 
tion of  the  QUACKS  of  Great  Britain— and 
during  these  introductory  pages  to  their  august 
subject,  the  Quacks  gf  England  have^in  your 
mind's  voice,  re-echoed  to  your  ear ! 
I 
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LETTER    V. 


1  HAVE  sometimes  been  excited  by  the  gran- 
deur and  importance  of  my  theme  to  think  of 
daring  an  epic  flight,  the  better  to  do  it  justice ! 
to  invoke  the  poetic  spirits  which  inspired  the 
sublime  muse  of  Homer,  Virgil,  and  of  our  own 
Milton,  to  assist  my  adventurous  pen,  and  aid 
me  to  tune  the  lyre.    For  what  are  the  achieve- 
ments of  Achilles  and  -3Eneas,  of  Belial  or  Bel- 
zebub  himself,  to  the  exploits  of  the  more  than 
demi-gods,  or  demi-devils,  I  have  to  recount  ? 
And  what,  alas  !  can  I  do  to  glorify,  or  indeed 
to  avoid  disgracing  my  heroes  —  heroes  of  the 
pill,  more  fatal  than  the  spear  -^  chieftains  of 
the  powder,  more  unerring  than  that  which  wings 
(he  cannon-ball — potentates  of  the  draught,  more 
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certain  in  their  effects  than  rivers  of  poisoned  wa« 
ters.  How,  my  Friend,  can  I  help  disparaging,  de- 
basing these,  without  the  aid  of  some  celestial  aux-^ 
iliary  ?  Oh  what  shall  pale,  poor,  inefficient,  prose 
do  with  so  rich  a  subject!  What  even  could 
the  poetic  prose  of  Ossian  -^-^  he  who  despaired 
to  relate  the  deaths  of  the  people,  and  the  deeds 
pf  mighty  heroes  —  ^hen  Fingal  burning  in 
his  wrath  conspmed  the  sons  of  Lochlin  — 
when  he  broke  the  echoing  shields  —  when  Os- 
sian himself  stood  near  his  arm,  —  while  Gaul 
IfFted  his  terrible  sword,  Fergus  bent  his  crooked 
yew }  Fillan  flung  his  lance  through  heaven, 
^nd  Runa  went  on  like  a  pillar  of  fire  ? 

Ah  !  my  Friend,  if  even  he  who  sung  the  song 
of  Fingal  thus  despaired  to  relate  the  Jeaibs  of 
the  people^  how  am  I  —  frail,  unenlightened,  un* 
favoured  mortal !  —  to  record  the  lives  of  the 
jnultitude  saved  from  d^ath  by  heroes  of  far 
greater  might  than  any  of  the  fore  named  — 
or  than  Oscar  pride  of  youth,  Trenmor  the  first 
of  men,  or  Tr^thall  iht  father  of  heroes. 

What  are  these,  or  any  I  have  yet  enu- 
incrated,  to  ^bose  which  I  should  record  ?  What 
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was  OssiaOj  wounder  and  killer  of  men,  to  *  the 
balsamic,  balmy  Healer  of  his  fellow-creacures  ? 
What  Runa,  who  went  on  like  a  pillar  of  fire, 
to  Lamert,   from  before  whom  scurvy,  palsy, 
dropsy,  ague,  asthma,  rheumatism,  and  gout, 
fly  at  the  word  of  command?  —  What  Fillan,     . 
who  filing  his  lance  through  heaven,  desolating 
like  the  lightning  all  in  his  path,  to  him  .whose 
cordial  balsam  of  honey  is  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  medicine  ?  or  what  the  terrible  sword 
of  dark-brow'd  Gaul  to  thac  blazing  son  of  the 
Sun^  whose  *'  f  Solar  Tincture,'*  and  pabulum    , 


"•  First  of  mortals,  in  his  more  than  TOortal  power  of 
curing  disorders  in  every  part  of  the  human  frame  —  more 
especially  III  totally  subduing  head-ache,  lowncss  cf  spirit;*, 
alarming  dreams,  mental  agitations,  approaching  insanity, 
indigestion,  loss  of  appetite,  bilious  complaints,  riieumatism, 

jaundice,  flow,  putrid,  and  malignant  fcvery,  declines,  con- 
iiunptions,  flatulencies,  spasms,  heart-burns,  cholics,  costive* 
nc85y  &c.  Paralytic  and  apoplectic  affections,  siartings, 
fainting  fits,  palpitations,  and  other  incontrovercible  proofs 
of  the  derangement  of  the  nervous  system,  which,  in  all  cases, 
cither  of  debility  or  relaxation,  it  braces  and  re:]toieb  to  its 

proper  tone,  —  also  persons  afHidtcd  with  dgofncss^  LUtuincss , 

or  other  causes, 

-^   The  Solar  Tincture  combines  the  essential  and  occult 

virtues  of  all  scorbutic  vegetables,  ready  digested,  concocted, 
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of  nature,  is  as  grateful  to  the  internal  organs 
of  the  human  frame,  as  the  solar  rays  even  of 
the  blessed  sun  itself  are  chearing  to  the  exter- 
nal ?  — *  Or  what,  my  Friend,  is  Swaran  in  his 
wrath,  to  the  peaccjful  and  benevolent  Preter*. 
mortal,  who  lays  low,  with  a  restorative  drop, 
the  diseases,  more  fell  than  the  lance  of  Swaran, 
and  which  have  been  ♦*  ever  considered  by  the 
Faculty  as  the  **  opprobrium  medici/'  Hail, 
Antiscorbutic  Chief,  aiid  thy  life- preserving  * 
drops  I 


purified,  and  resolved  into  an  elegant  balsamic  essence, 
pleasing  to  the  taste,  and  grateful  to  the  stomach.  It  flits 
immediately  to  the  fieart,  whether  internally  or  cxtern?lly 
applied,  blends  and  assimilates  with  the  venal  and  arterial 
blood,  which  it  generates,  corrects,  warms,  purifies,  ant- 
mates,  and  impels  through  the  whole  system.  It  cleanses 
all  the  viscera,  and  glandular  parts,  particularly  the  lungs 
and  kidneys  ;  stimulates  the  fibres,  whereby  the  gastric  juice 
and  digestion  arc  promoted  ;  dissolves  viscid  humours,  and 
expels  infeflion.  Jt  exerts  very  considerable  eficdls  on  the 
>vhole  nervous  system,  sensibly  raises  the  pulse,  strengthens 
'^he  solids,  and  invigorates  the  animal  spirits,  Jt  penetrates 
into  the  most  intimate  parts  of  hidden  nature,  opens  the 
mouths  of  the  minuter  vessels,  restores  the  natural  perspira- 
tion, and  promotes  all  the  fluid  secretions ;  and  is,  in  short, 
more  than  a  match  for  disease  and  death  ! 

•  Long  and  attentive  practice,  great  and  unexampled 
success,  first  induced  the  proprietor  of  this  medicine  to  pul>r 
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I  dispute  not  the  prowess  of  Fingal,  and  of 
his  fellow-warriors  in  the  fields  of  honour  and 
of  death.  —  I  allow  that  the  terrible  armies  of 
those  renowned  heroes  came  down^  as  roarings 
vast,  and  terrible  on  Lena's  echoing  heath ;  as  a 
hundred  winds  on  Morven  ;  as  the  streams  of  a 
hundred  hills ;  as  clouds  fly  successively  over 
heaven ;  and  as  the  dark  ocean  assails  the  shore 
of  the  desert.  In  consequence  of  all  which  I 
scruple  not  to  believe,  that  the  groan  of  the 
people  spread  over  the  hills;  that  it  was  like  the 
thunder  of  oight  when  the  cloud  bursts  on  Co- 
na,  and  that  a  thousand  ghosts  shrieked  at  once 
on  the  hollow  wind.     I  can  even  believe  that 


iuh  it  to  the  world ;  thirty  years  establishment  has  only 
served  to  increase  the  character,  and  enhance  the  value,  of 
these  powerful,  though  innocent,  alterative  drops,  in  the 
cure  of  the  scurvy,  gout,  and  rheumatism,  diseases  ever  con- 
sidered, by  the  faculty,  as  the  opprobrium  medici. 

Various  cures,  of  the  most  extraordinary  nature,  have 
been  daily  and  continually  published  to  the  world,  and 
hundreds,  yet  unpublished,  might  be  produced  were  it  ne- 
cessary to  add  farther  conviction  of  their  already  unequalled^ 
vniuIJUdf  reputation.  —  O  Death  i  where  now,  indeed,  is  thy 
stfDg  ?  that  is  the  question.  Let  the  conquerors,  whom  1 
have  enumerated,  answer  it  to  thy  confusion. 
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in  such  an  hour — if  such  an  hour  ever  hap- 
pened  in  the  course  of  time  —  Fingal  rushed  on 
in  his  strength,  terrible  as  the  spirit  of  Tren- 
mor,  when,  in  a  whirlwind,  he  comes  to  Mor- 
ven,  to  see  the  children  of  his  pride. 

Yet,  what  is  all  this  but  a  song  of  carnage  — 
what  but  a  history  of  desolation  and  death  f  In 
effect  what  is  war  but  a  dire  theatre  for  these?  and 
what  its  warriors  but  the  bloody  instruments  ? 
Far  otherwise,  the  peace-crowned  heroes  of  Hy. 
geia ;  and  were  I  as  beloved  of  the  sacred  Nine 
SiS  Ossian,  I  should  expect  on  this  occasion  the 
inspiration  of  her  who  came  with  her  songs 
from  the  hill,  like  the  bow  of  the  showery  Lena  ^ 
—  even  the  maid  of  the  voice  of  love,  the  white- 
armed  daughter  of  Toscar  :  For  what  less  beau* 
tiful,  less  gentle,  is  worthy  to  sing  the  prowess 
of  those,  who,  whether  from  the  •  land  of  stran« 


*  We  are  assured  by  one  of  these  that  his  essay  on  his 
own  **  Drops"  must  afford  the  most  ample  satisfaction  to 
all  who  peruse  it ;  and  that  his  "  List  of  authenticated  cures, 
in  the  last  most  dreadful  stages  of  fevers,  when  every  assist- 
ance seemed  useless,  will  be  read  with  pleasure  by  every 
true  philanthropist."  —  And,  for  that  earth- treading  sur. 
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gers  or  Briton-born,  are  "  calm  as  the  evening 
beam  that  looks  from  the  cloud  of  the  West, 
on  Cona's  silent  vale,  even  when  extirpating 
the  most  tremendous  disorders/' 

All  unsupported  as  I  am,  by  muse,  or  harp, 
or  lyre,  what  a  goodly  display  have  I  to  make 
of  the  heroes  of  health  !  Lo,  they  assemble  on 
the  plains,  on  the  hills,  in  the  cities,  and  In 
the  smallest  villages  of  this  medicine-defended 
ifle.  It  is  true,  they  go  forth  prepared  for  battle 
•—  but  not  to  spread,  like  Fingal,  the  groan  of 


Dr.  Hocus  P0CU8,  his  generous  sou]^  has,  upon  the  testi- 
mony of  ten  thousand  ulcerated  patients,  cured  them  of  their 
dreadful  disorders  without  either  ointment  or  plaister.  —  It 
is  presumed,  as  this  Doctor  does  not  state  his  method,  it 
must  be  by  singing  or  whistling  away  the  sores,  something 
like  —  Presto  pass,  be  gone.  He  also  cures  —  we  have  his 
own  words  for  it,  and  we  believe  he  is  the  only  person  m 
the  secret-^  vain  fearsi  alarming  dreams,  agitation  of  mind, 
sometimes  approaching  to  insanity,  dizziness  and  buzzing 
noise  in  the  head,  blindness  proceeding  often  from  the  optic 
nerves,  loss  of  memory,  depraved  appetite,  and  bad  digestion, 
with  other  disorders  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  relaxed 
habits  from  long  residence  in  hot  climates,  weaknesses  occa- 
sioned by  miscarriage  or  difScult  labours,  and  by  the  intem- 
perate indulgence  of  the  sweetest  pleasures,  palpitations  of 
t)k  heart,  spasms,  and  paLies.  to  a  dead  certainty." 
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the  people  over  the  mountains,  nor  like  him  to 
listen  or  to  create  the  shrieks  of  a  thousand 
ghosts  on  the  wind.  Ah,  no  !  they  muster  and 
march  to  silence  those  who  shriek,  and  bid  the 
voice  of  the  groaner  be  heard  no  more  !  Led 
on  by  their  tinrivalled  and  indefatigable  Gene- 
ral, who,  himself  an  host,  putteth  indigestion, 
and  coughs,  and  colds,  and  consumptions,  and 
impurities^  and  debility,  and  destiny  itself  under 
his  feet  —  a  myriad  of  colleagues  under  his  ban- 
ner obtain  a  complete  victory  oyer  the  grave ; 
and,  assisted  by  the  solar  re-animator,  can  from 
sudden  death  restore  to  life.  Why  do  the  troops, 
of  which  I  here  speak,  arm  ?  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  mankind.  Why  do  all  other  troops  f 
for  its  destruction.  What  are  the  weapons  of 
the  latter?  sword ^  spear ^  lance ^  bullet ^  and  bayonet. 
What  of  the  former  ?  innumerable  panaceas^  le- 
nitives j  and  never-failing  anodynes. 

Let  me  conjure  you,  my  Friend,  to  enter  yet 
more  profoundly  into  the  comparison.  Imagine 
you  behold  the  friends  of  mankind  (injuriously 
called  Quack  Doctors)  drawn  up  rank  and  fil^ 
against  its  numerous  foes.    Think  you  see  each 
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medical  hero  at  the  head  of  his  company,  and 
destined  to  attack  some  particular  detachment 
of  the  enemy  with  appropriate  weapons  —  place 
yourself  so  as  to  make  a  grand  review  of  the 
whole  empirical  army — survey  them  for  a  mo- 
ment while  they  rest  upon  their  arms  —  exa- 
mine those  arms :  no  steel,  no  iron>  no  flint,  no 
fire.  They  fight,  •  blameless  and  bloodless 
men,  only  with  balms,  balsams,  essences,  ho- 
nies,  and  oils — no  harsher  instruments  than 
tbese  are  employed  against  the  fiercest  enemies 
of  human  life. 

Next  suppose  you  see  the  troops  engaged, 
but  fighting  in  divisions  —  some  contendmg 
v^ith  coughs,  asthmas,  and  consumptions  —  a 
numerous  train  of  sworn  foes  to  man's  feeble 
race* 


*  On  the  flag  or  colours  of  the  medlcail  army  are  painted 
these  chearing  words  —-the  **  Balsamic  Elixir/'  of  which  the 
ioTcntor  tuteriif  too  much  cannot  be  said,  as  it  is  the  most 
extraordinary  and  i>eReficial  discovery  iever  made  in  medi- 
cine* Thrice  hail»  sublime  discoverer!  -*- But  to  the  motto 
00  the  medical  colours» 
**  Health  to  the  dueled  and  eomfott  to  the  hopeless." 
"  Let  those  hope  now  who  never  hop'd  before/' 
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But  presently  the  fight  grows  general.  Here 
Capt.  Broad  drowns  rheumatism  in  a  single  pint 
of  his  compound ;  and  dropsy  Is  drenched  in  his 
own  swoln  troubled  waters,  or  gets  a  good 
ducking  for  the  inconsiderable  reward  of  half  a 
crown.  —  Gout,  fever,  and  bile,  cannot  long 
hold  it  out  against  the  botanical  syrup  of  the 
immortal  Commander  in  Chief,  because  it  sets  at 
defiance  **  all  the  disorders  to  which  the  human 
body  is  subjectj*  particularly  that  triple-headed 
hydra,  "  scurvy,  leprosy,  and  scrophula/*  A 
detachment  of  light  troops  are  marched  with  no 
less  success  against  the  corns  of  my  country- 
men ;  while  my  fair  country -w^mw  are  defended 
by  a  corps-de-reserve  from  certain  annoyers  of 
their  lovely  frames,  more  especially  by  the 
Solar  Hero  *,  paragon  of  all  wisdom  and  science 


*  This  great  man  does  not  altogether  depend  on  hts  iii* 
tcrest  with  the  sun ;  but  in  delicate  cases,  where  the  ladies 
are  concerned,  his  influence  with  the  softer  planet,  at  one 
more  appropriate,  is  exerted  with  no  Uss  success.  For  his 
fair  patients,  therefore,  he  has  b,  lunar  tincture  *»  a  medi- 
cine peculiarly-  adapted  to  aii  their  complaints,  and  a  certain 
cure  in  each  —  so,  that  if  after  this  inviution  to  bcidth,  a 
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—  both  a  college  and  a  Sorbonne  in  himself — 
who,  no  less  delicate  in  delicate  cases  than  the 
delicate  Solar  Hero,  has  most  profound  things  of 
high  and  mysterious  import  to  whisper  chastely 
in  the  car  of  the  fen-, 

A  WORD  TO  THE  WISE, 


htdy  Tcsohea  to  be  sick,  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of  the  dclf- 
catc  Doctor ;  wbo  farther  asserts,  and  with  as  much  nicety 
©f  expression,  as  the  bofuit  coarseness  of  the  vulgar  Englifli 
tongue  win  allow,  that  his  lunar  tincture,  in  its  renovating 
quality  and  action  on  the  blood,  participates  much  of  the 
solar ;  but  there  are  circumstances  attending  the  bodily  con- 
formation and  temperature  of  females,  very  opposite  and 
distinct  from  those  of  the  males,  which  require,  in  the  dif- 
ferent periods  and  situations  of  their  lives,  the  nicest  and 
most  critical  aid  to  fulfil  In  tbem  the  primary  ordination  of  the 
Creator,  ^ 

To  commit  In  detail  to  the  vulgar  eye,  an  enumeration  or 
those  particular  cases,  or  to  show  how  adm^bly  the  Lunar 
Tincture  is  adapted  to  them,  would  be  extremely  im* 
proper.  For  this  reason,  an  Essay  on  the  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men, through  every  stage  of  their  lives,  as  well  in  marriage 
as  in  celibacy,  is  scaled  up,  and  given  with  each  bottle,  by 
the  way  of  smug* 

There's  a  delicate,  and  considerate,  and  confidential  Prac- 
titioner for  you.  Ladies  —  favoured  both  by  sun  and  moon  — 
mod  you  his  stars. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


4S  CJLEANINGS  IN  £KGLAN1>« 

in  order  to  **  complete  the  original  design  of 
the  All-wise  and  Omnipotent  Author  of  the 
Universe.*' 

From  all  this,  my  dear  Baron^  you  will  per^ 
ceive  that,  whether  sick  or  well,  sorrowful  or 
merry,  this  is  the  country  to  come  to*    - 
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LETTER    VL 


mssA 


Cromer* 

vy  NE  would  think  it  no  easy  matter  to  sur- 
|)ass  the  achievements  of  these  illustrious  sages 
and  heroes  }   but  1  am  just  returned^  td  my 
lodgings  from  hearing  of  the  wonders  of  the 
acromatic  belt  j  of  whidh,  that  you  may  be  the 
more  awfully  impressed  with  its  transcendent 
virtues,  I  shall  send  you  a  printed  card  with  all 
Its  sublime  insignia — its  polar  magnetometer^ 
dipping  magnetometer,  centrifugal^  and  d^ntri* 
petal  globes ;  the  globular  heart,  as  it  flics  from 
the  belt  to  the  earth,  and  frdm  the  earth  to  the 
belt,  which  the  ssud  card  so, attractively  repre- 
sents \  scarcely  more. to  the  honour  of  the  grand 
belt-maker  himself,  than  to  the  ingenious  en« 
graver  thereof,  Mr.  ^pelman,  who,  was  not 
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only  a  witness  of  the  wonderful  effects,  but  re- 
covered the  use  of  his  dead  arm  by  the  appli- 
cation of  the  said  belt ;  compared  with  which, 
the  club  of  Herci^ess  thdjvraild  of  Prospero, 
the  cestus  of  Love,  and  the  girdle  of  Venus  her- 
self, were  mere  plftythtngs  for  children.  —  This 
phenomenon    has  performed  the  tour  of  the. 
univcf^V   hut   not  on  the  narrow   system  of 
Banks,  Solander,  or  even  Anson,  to  fill  the  gap- 
ing moutti  of  -curiosity,  or  gratify  the  eye  by 
a  fresh  importation  of  useless  weeds,  cockle- 
shells, or  a  sight  of  savages  and  wild  beasts, 
or  witfi  the  liistbry  of  cJeslart  islands ;  far  nobler 
alms -^  to  girii  and  belt  up  evcfry  invalid  of 
every  coMtty  Into  perfect  health  -^  and  which 
fe.  Or  pugttt  to  be  termed  the  magic  girdle  of 
llygeia.    Disease  is  afraid^  to  look  upon  it,  %nd 
Death  Mtitis^If  keeps  hh   distance.     O  wha^ 
miracles  has  it  not  recently  done  in  this  fa- 
voured  cotUltry  —  yea,  even  in  this  little  town, 
whens  a  Is  my  good  fortune  to  become  its  faith- 
ful historian !    Yet,  such  is  the  still  increasing 
demand  for  its  use  in  this  happy  island,  that  a 
^gle  nioming  only  can  t)e  spared  by  the  hea^ 
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Vefi«feyoured  inyentor,  to  cure  a  large  city;  and 
not  more  than  one  short  hour  to  a  town  or 
village;  .  A  remarkable  instance  of  indulgence, 
however^  was  lately  granted  to  the  neighbour- 
ing town  of  Holt,  and  that  upon  the  day  of  its 
fair.  Then,  indeed,  the  proprietor  of  this  inva- 
luable girdle  treated  the  public— perhaps  by 
"Way  of  feating  — with  ten  extra  mintttesj — mi- 
Tmtes  wohh  ages  of  vulgar  time !  — minutes, 
in  which  w^i'e  worked  such  wonders  sus  have 
left  in  evevy  house,  cot,  hut,  stall,  stable  and 
stye,  the  never-to-be-forgotten  name  of  the 
Inventor,  whose  philanthropy  extends  to 
aU  animal  life,  and  cures  beast,  bird,  and 
fidi  as  well '-^  quite  as  well  as  man.  The 
generosity  of  the  extra  ten  minutes  is  a 
«tory  worth  sending  from  pole  to  pole  ^— the 
allotted  ilme  previous  to  this  bountiful  exten- 
sion being  expired,  he  thus  pathetically  ad- 
dressed the  muhitude : »- first  placing  his  watch 
In  the  c€ntt6  of  the  carriage,  not  as  a  memento 
of  deaA,  irt'the  usual  way,  but  of  life  triumph- 
ant over  the  monster ;  ind  his  carriage  served 
Uot  only  as  a  magazine  of  medicine,  but  hiis 
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rostrum  of  eloquence^  in  which  he  stood^  like 
another  Hector,  armed  at  all  points  to  wound 
and  kill  every  foe  of  human  kind  — "  My  beloved 
friends  and  fellow-creatures,  I  have,  beyond 
what  I  ought,  remained  with  you,  and  given 
you  every  opportunity  to  equip  yourselves  with 
my  invaluable  belts;  a  few,  however,  arc  in 
hand;  and  as  I  see  some  amongst  yo^  are  disk 
contented,  and  look  with  jealous'  regard  oDl 
those  who  have  been  fortunate  r  enough  to  bcr 
come  purchasers  before  you  arrived,  I  am  re- 
solved to  sacrifice  ten  minutes  more  to  make 
you  as  rich  as  your  neighbours  —  for  which  in*- 
dulgence^  I  shall  add  only  a  single  half-crown 
pn  each  belt,  merely  to  make  up  the  loss  of  time>^ 
in  other  places.'*^ 

He  now  paujsed,  and  examining  the  croud^ 
went  on  —  *'  You,  good  woman,  (pointing  to  a 
female),  I  perceive,  have  strong  symptoms  of  a 
dropsy — lose  not  a  moment  in  belting.  You,  ho- 
nest farmer,'*  directing  his  eye  to  a  man,  *'  are 
trou^bled  with  the,  ^avel — I  know  you  are— 
belt  then ;  and  you,  goody,  (to  an  aged  woman) 
have  a,  difficulty  that  shall  be  nameless^ — tbi& 
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belt^  under  God,  wHl  confer  almost  immediate 
Teb'ef — and  as  for  that  poor  emaciated  figure 
in  the  comer,  one  of  my  girdles,  even  this 
lender  one,  gently  fastened  round  his  middle, 
will,  in  a  week's  wearing,  make  him  quite  ano- 
ther creature.  In  a  word,  ye  who  arc  sick— 
buy  and  be  well — that  i&  my  maxim  —  buy  and 
be  welly — but  let  not  the  precious  minutes 
escape  — behold!  two  of  them  are  gone  even 
while  I  have  been  speaking.  No  more  then  — 
but  to  business;  you  know  your  diseases,  so 
do  I  —  behdd  your  remedies.'* 

The  effects  of  this  eloquent  appeal,  at  the  close 
of  which  he  held  the  magic  girdles  at  arms 
length,  was  almost  incredible  —  but  what  cannot 
faith  and  pbysicy.even  without  the  aid  of  magic  — 
but  with  it,  what  are  rashly  called  impossibilities 
become  possibiUties.  In  this  case,,  the  persons 
who  had  not  before  possessed  themselves  of  the 
inestimable  belts,  bought  them  up  with  an  eager 
speed,  that  demonstrated  each  jealous  for  even 
PRIORITY  of  possession  -^  "  bt^  and  be  well*^ 
seemed  to  be  the  resistless  impulse  commuri- 
Otcd  fsom  (Hie  to  anoi;^^  that  carried  every 
23 
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hand  first  into  the  pocket,  and  then  outstretched' 
to  ^asp  the  treasure.  And  now  three  belts  — 
three  belts  alone  were  left,  equal  to  the  extermi- 
nation of  three  thousand  dtsorder$ ;  when  lo ! 
time  pointed  his  envious  finger  at  the  tenth  nu" 
nute/  The  grand  magician  hasted  to  put  the 
three  girdles  into  the  seat  of  his  chaise  — they' 
already  shone^  as  if  conscious  of  their  power,  in 
his  enchanted  hand.  The  attendant  was  ordered 
to  put  the  bridles  into  the  mouths  of  the  capa- 
risonM  steeds,  who  stood  pawing  the  earth  as 
if  they  too  were  conscious  of  the  mighty  feats 
they  had  performed,  and  the  treasures  they  had 
borne.  The  magician  made  his  bow— in  that 
instant,  two  persons-*- happy  mortals — ^^who 
had  been  in  deep  TOnsultation  with  each  other, 
bustled  through  the  croud,  and  precipitating 
them^res  before  him  and  his  horses,  with  up*' 
lifted  palms,  supplicated  him  to  m^e  time  ga 
back  a  little,  that  they  qi%bt  become  ownds  of 
two  of  the  remainix^  belts.-*-^^  We  are,  ourselves, 
thank  heaven !  in  health.  Sir,''  exclaifned  one  of 
the  8U]^>licants,  **  but  our  wives  s^e  sick  in  bed ; 
and  as  xieither  we  h(St  thtir  doetdrs,  nor  indeed 
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they  tfaemselvesj  seem  to  kno^r  wiat  is  the  mat* 
ter  wkh  tltem,  mayhap,  aa  please  ycmr  goodness 
--_»*  — «  You  are  right,  frieuid/'  interposed 
tbe  magidaQy  governing  his  steeds,  ^^  1  know  what 
you  wouM  say.  —  Here,  fold  up  both  the  wo- 
men in  these  beks,  and  if  they  are  not  cured  of 
9il  their  mabdies,  chum  a  hundred  fold  of  the 
isMgnificant  sum  you  are  now  to  pay  when  I 
return  into  Norfolk/'  The  fiirmers,  for  such 
they  were,  touched  with  his  liberality^  paid  for 
and  sased  the  girdles  vn&k  a  thousand  thanks» 
The  third  and  bst  belt  was  bought  up  by  a  sa- 
gacious personage  on  spectdatifn.  ^^  It  will  be  wis* 
dom,''  said  he  gravely,  ^  to  have  a  beh  by  one 
aigadnst  die  time  some  one  of  nry  family  should 
be  taken  with  an  otherwise  morul  disorder,  see- 
ii^^it  is  equally  good  for  every  aihnent.''  la 
vfaidi  indeed,  he  advanced  no  inore  than  the 
truth.  ^  I  widi,*'  continued  the  bst  purchaser, 
^  I  had  another ;  because  t£  I  badTiv^,  and  your 
dootorsUp  should  not  come  again,  why,  my 
qsare  belt  would  be  a  fortune/' — **  It  would  so/' 
answered  the  magic  doctor;  ^^  and  as  the  bdt-box 
§m  Yarmouth  is  sacred  to  that  place,  and  ^caa 

«4 


Digitized 


by  Google 


5$  •LEAKIKOS  IK  EHOLAHD* 

on  no  account  be  opened  elsewhere^  I  am  re« 
solved  to  let  you  have  my  own,  even  this,  which 
has  preserved  my  own  body  from  the  contagion 
of  a  myriad  of  diseases,  from  which,  in  my  tra« 
vels,  I  have  defended  others :  There,  friend  I 
and  now  your  fortune  is  indeed  made -^farcr 
well,  for  you  cannot  fare  ill.'*  Here  the  chario^ 
teer  smacked  his  whip,  and,  amidst  the  loudest 
acclamations  of  the  populace,  drove  off*  at  full 
speed  to  Yarmouth,  where  the  performance  of  his 
new  miracles  are  to  begin  to-morrow  morning  ; 
and  when  Disuse's  Augean  stable  is  cleansed 
there,  he  is  to  sally  forth,  to  encounter  and  tq 
vanquish  the  distempers  of  Suffolk,  Cambridge^ 
shire,  and  Huntingdonshire ;  so  that,  I  do  not 
expect  to  hear  of,  or  see,  so  much  as  a  cough 
or  headach  during  the  remamder  of  my  dr* 
cuit.  In  thr'mean  time,  you  will  join  me  in 
homage  sincere  as  my  own  to  the  magic  girdle ! 
But  the  marvellous  exploits  of  this  race  of 
patrio-medico  heroes  stop  not  even  here.  They 
lire  numerous  beyond  numbering,  insomudi 
that  a  distemper  standi  no  sort  of  chance  to 
ih^d^  ih^x  vigilance  •»  and  lehen  I  repeat  ^| 
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we  are  honoured  with  at  least  a  dozen  doctors 
to  a  disease,  you  will  be  much  surpriz:ed  that 
there  are  still  some  hundreds  of  hospitals,  and 
you  will  be  yet  more  astonished  that  death  has 
not  entirely  left  the  island  for  want  of  employ* 
ment.  On  the  contrary^  it  must  be  owned  that 
his  passing  be)ls  are  still  loo  frequently  tolling 
in  our  cars,  graves  opening  at  our  feet,  and 
sights  of  decay  and  dissolution  infesting  our 
eyes.  But  you  may  depend  upon  it>  this  is 
ewing  to  the  p^versity  of  those  who  refuse  the 
O0ered  freparatives^  preventatives y  and  restora- 
tkiesy  whidi  solicit  their  attention,  and  almost 
their  acceptance  •^^  and  emblazoning  every  wall 
from  the  ground  floor  to  the  attic,  which  seem 
to  cry  out  to  all  passengers,  in  the  words  of 
Ae  last  menticmcd  philanthrQpical  binder  and 
l)eker— ^ 

<^  BUT  ME  AND  BE  WELL.** 

Were  it  tiot  for  a  determined  obstinacy  of 
tim  kind,  my  good  Baron,  how  could  sickness^ 
or  the  king  of  terrors,  as  death  ujed  to  be  called, 
p^^evail  or  triumph  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain  i 
purely,   I'  have  alrigady  mentioned   reme^es 
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enough  to  heal  a  whole  kingdom  of  Lazaniset : 
but  leac  a&y  subtle  inahdy  should  lemt  tieit 
influence,  I  will,  in  close  of  this  letter,  make  an 
additional  list  of  medical  infiUlihiHties  which 
are  so  cheap,  and  so  easy  of  aKainment»  that  if^ 
after  the  publication  thereof  in  this  coikctcd  and 
coficeatrated  point  of  view,  any  person  or  thing 
whate¥er  shall  presume  to  stcken>  mudi  Ick  to 
die,  it  must  be  from  a  most  obstinate  and  inoor* 
rigible  prejudice  against  one  or  other  of  t^ 
never-erring  specifics  hereafter  to  be  oiea« 
tionad. 

At  the  same  time,  do  Qot  ion^iie  I  am  iah 
tenttble  to  the  clainis  of  other  rouatriesj  widch 
^ve  to  boast  <  their  medical  miracle-workerSit 
By  no  means.  Diie  credit  should  be  given  e» 
fassant  to  the  qu^KJu  of  Germiuiy  and  France. 
Amongst  the  former,  I  remember  to  have  4gh 
countered,  while  on  the  Continent,  one  mighty 
man — in  trudi,  a  medical  Adas,  who  <^5bred 
to  carry  the  diseases  xA  the  world  upon  his 
shoulders ;  and  all  by  means  of  a  nostTwii  of 
sovereign  use  from  the  crown  of  the  hedd  to 
the.  soles  of  the  feet,  being,  as  be  hineelfj  nHva 
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wccy  protested,  equally  gtsd  for  all  the  nem- 
bers  that  compose  tbe  immaii  machine,  and 
adapted  to  the  different  periods  of  die  day,  and 
seasons  of  the  year.  Hh  ^I,  taken  in  the  mom* 
ing  fiistiiig,  cleared  the  fumes  of  the  st%ht  and 
fortified  the  stonach  for  the  dsfy ;  i^aallowed  an 
hour  before  dinner,  it  increased  appetite ;  gulped 
down  in  a  few  minutes  s^er,  it  promoted  di- 
gesdon;  in  the  evening,  it  pn>duced  an  easy 
supper ;  and  at  night,  you  -had  but  to  add  two 
more  to  ensure-a  composed  rest.  This  gralid 
specific  was  moreover  approved  by  thirtyitwob 
pfaysidaiis  ^  and  though  not  ooi^  of  them  signed 
their  names  thereto,  the  patients  themielves  at* 
tested  the  cures  ins^many  liisorders  tohe^o 
absolute,  that  had  the  said  thirty  and  two  pro«> 
ftssors  deniedits  mtttein  aay  one  instance,  the 
mukkude  of  tdetudinafians  who  deehred  them* 
sdves  c<»i¥al«scent  would  establish  the  nostrum. 
A  few  of  the  specific  tpiafides  of  this  grand 
panacea,  literally  celled  from  the  bill,  are  as 
follows: 

"  This  blessing,  granted  by  R-ovidSeiice  to  the 
ions  of  mtti,  and  app«iflt«d  to  be  pi^pEired  by^ 
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the  proprietor  and  vender,  for  the  service  of  hit 
fellow-creatures  in  genenJ^  and  of  his  country- 
men the  Germanic  body  in  particular,  is  ^^ 

Good  for  the  teeth  -—  renovating  the  decayed  ! 

Good  for  the  breath  ~-  cleansing  the  foul ! 

Goodior  the  scurvy  -^  sweetening  the  blood! 

Good  for  gout  and  rheumatism  —  curing  both ! 

Good  £cMr  melancholy  —>  creating  mirth ! 

Good  for  the  bile — expelling  it  in  an  houri 

Good  for  a  cough  — -  curing  it  at  once ! 

Goo^  for  pains  in  the  loins  «-*  giving  instane 
ease! 

Good  for  irregular  ladies —giving  them  all 
they  want ! 

And  good  for  the  pest  "fairly  driving  it  out 
of  the  country  1" 

I  must  own,  I  was,  for  some  time  disposed  to 
discredit  the  universality  of  this  sublime  medi* 
dne,  and  in  despite  of  its  pretensions  treated  it  as 
a  piece  of  mere  German  quackery :  I  was,  indeed^ 
rash  enough  to  conclude  that  as  it  affected  to 
he  good  for  every  things  it  was,  in  feet,  goodfhr 
nothing.  Haj^)«ilng,  however,  to  converse  with 
» learned  frieiid^  about  a  year  after,  on  this  sub* 
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jtet,  he  coknptetely  settled  my&ith  as  ta  dm 
medical  miracle  of  Austria^  by  recounting  a  ytt 
greater  miracle  ia  Fiatiice ;  and  I  haye  not  the 
least  do^t,  my  dear  Baron»  but  that  you  wilt 
have  as.  little  <HfficuIty  in  giving  credit  to  the 
one.  as  to  the  o(her#  ^ 

A  Frencb  quack  standing  on  the  PontrneuG 
was.  boasting  ,(^  the  powerful  effects  of  bi^  pilla 
or  powders,  whkh -were  su^lcient  to  cure  every 
disorder;  tben  he*  exchum^  ia  a  persuasive 
tone — ^'Cassez  vous  leg  bras,  cassez  vous 
.  les  jamb^,  (a  m'est  ^1;  voili  monbaume.*/' 

Among  modern  empirics,  says  an  ingenipua 
essayist,  Mesmer  JHStly  claims  the  palm.  '  He 
cq^imenced  his  qcreer  at  Vienna,  where  he 
established  a.cabipet  of  natural  curiosities^  la- 
boured secretly  in  his  laboratory,  and  acqmred 
die  reputation  of  being  an  alchymist ;  at  length 
he  burst  from  his  conceaUnent,  liJ^c  tl^su^ 
breaking  dxrough  a  clqud,.  and  dazzled  the  in* 


^  fttak  your  armii  1)mh  yoorlegi,  'tit  the  same  tUsg. 
JkhoU  my.balm^i . 
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tellectusdn  vision  of  tbe  adipiriiig  throi^g  hy  hU 
wpnd^-itorking  '^  zmtal  xnagiictiim%'^  From 
Cetmtitf  he  tmtrelUd  iittoAiaiice,  zhi  made 
Im  entvi  itidi  thtf*  most  flattering  Mcees^  m 
Farsi^  notwittkstaading  f6or  pbiki96phM8  iM#e 
appointed  by  the  French  govisrnmMt  to  iflVMtt* 
cgatebit  art<  Nor  was  ftiedieal  adventtire  o^  the 
condn^m  (confined  to  Mesmer ;:  for  W  are 
told,  that  fbe  Cottiit  of  St.  Getmam  made  a 
'Bpkmltd  foi'twie  by  the  sale  of  his  *^Ttfajhr 
prolonging  life.^  A  cheraUir  of  France  was  en- 
abled  to  purchase  a  whx^le  county  by  the  profits 
arising  from  the  sale  of  a  powder  for  the  benefit 
of  his  fcllow-ereatures  j  and  another  ^sold  Ms 
^  balm  of  lifc^'  ar  an  exorbitant  price ;  aiid  wcU 
he  might,  when  he  swore  ^'  it  had  efiaUed  lilih 
to  attfittft  the  age  of  two^  hundred  years  !'* 

The  **  SpECTA'Tok/*  the  title  of  our  great 
*periodtcaJ  moral  work,  which  is^  so  justly  the 
pride  of  tfcle  Engfesh  nation^  and  which  has  beeli 
so  widely  diffused  into  every  other  of  polished 
Europe,  was  no  less  a  friend  than  I  am,  and  in- 
deed, than  the  great  majori^  of  mankind  are, 
of  tbe  sublime  artists  under  consideration,  who 
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wH  headth  a  bargain  to  the  buyw^theMa- 
chaoB  and  Jassis  who^  like  those  of  Homer  and 
Vhfflf  make  at  least  as  much  hayock  among 
their  enemies  as  among  their  friends. 

The  favourable  sentiments  of  the  above  named 
iUastnous  moralist  are  highly  in  points  and» 
wordijF  tnimciiption  in  this  pbce» -»  Accq>t 
them,  therefbrey  in  the  following  Note : 

NOTE. 

"  Thert  is  scaice  a  city  in  Grtal  Britain  but  has  one  of 

tbif  txibe»  wbo  takei  it  into  bU  protection)  and  on  the  mar- 

kct*K%  hanuigttet  die  good  people,  of  the  place  with  apho* 

rjaaM  vA  receipts.    You  may  depend  upon  it,  be  comes  no| 

tbere  for  his  own  privats  interest^  but  out  of  a  particular  af> 

fcction  to  the  town.  I  remember  one  of  these  public-spintcd 

artists  at  Jiammarimkh^  who  told  kis  audience  that  *'  he  ha4 

V  been  bora  and  bred  there  ;  and  that  having  a  special  re« 

**  pxi  for  the  place  of  his  nativity  he  was  detennincd  to 

^  make  « l^rescnt  of  fire  shiHiogs.to  as  many  as  would  accept 

**.  of  iK**^   Th^  whol^  croud  stood  agape,  and  ready  to  take 

the  Doctor,  at  J^  word  \  when  putting  his  hand  Into  a  long; 

hagy.  as  every  one  was  expecting  his  crown«;piece,  he  drew 

qpt  a  handful  of  little  packets,  eadi  of  -which,  he  Informed 

the  spectatois,  was  eonstandy  sold  at  five  shillings  and  six* 

pence,  but  that  he  would  bate  the  odd  five  shUlIngs  to  every 
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tnha^iUilt  of  tkfttplscet  The  whole  as^mbly  iihmedura/ 
closed  with  this  generous  offer/  and  took  off  all  his  phyac^ 
after  the  Doctor  had  made  them  vouch  for  one  another,  that 
ticre  were  no  foreigners  among  them,  but  that  they  were  all 
Hammersmith  men. 

These  workers  of  physical  miracles  have  Invented  efizirt 
of  all  sorts>  piHs  and  lozenges,  and  tak«  it  as  an  affiroftt  if 
yovL  acme  t»  them  befoxe  you  are  given  aver  by  every  bodf 
else. 

I  lately  dropt,  continues  our  moralist,  into  a  coffee-hous^ 
at  Westminster,  where  I  found  the  room  hung  round  with 
ornaments  of  this  nature.  There  were  elixirs,  tinctures,  tb^ 
^odjnefittm  English  piUd,  electuaries,  and  in  short,  more 
remedies  thiin  I  bdievc  there  art  diseases.  At  the  sight  of 
io  many  inventions,  I  could  not  but  ihiagirie  mysdf  in  t 
kind  of  arsenal  or  maganne,  Vrhere  ttdtt  of  arms  was  repo^ 
iited  against  any  sudden  invasion.  Should  yon  be  attacked 
by  the  enemy  side- ways,  here  was  an  infallible  piece  of  de* 
fensive  armour  to  cure  the  pleurisy:  Should  a  distemper 
beat  up  your  head-quarters,^  here  you  might  purchase  an  im^ 
penetrable  helmet,  or  in  the  language  of  the  artist,  a  cepha- 
£c  tincture :  If  your  main-body  be  assaulted,  here  are  ni- 
rious  kinds  of  armour  in  case  of  various  onsets.  1  congftf' 
tulate  the  present  age  upon  the  happiness  men  mkj  reasoff*^ 
ably  hope  for  in  life,  when  death  is  thus  in  a  maimer  dC'« 
(cated ;  and  when  pain  itself  is  'of  so  short  a  duration,  tltat  ir 
bnt  just  lervet  to  enhance  the  vahie  of  pleasure*'^ 
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Sopplementary  to  the  above,  let  me  present 
you  with  the  following  true^  history  of  one  of 
the  very  greatest  of  my  great  men -^  the  sub- 
limated  Dr.  •♦••♦•« 
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LETTER    Vn. 


Dr. 


J.  HH  above-mentioned  personage^  as  ru- 
mour has  dared  to  report,  was  once  of  a  menial 
employment ;  in  which^  being  bom  for  higher 
things,  his  failing  was  an  inevitable  consequence, 
nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  in  his  charge 
of  a  small  grammar  school  he  succeeded  as 
little*  Rules  of  grammar  are,  you  know,  vile 
trammels  upon  a  mind  above  all  rule :  In  due 
time  he  struck  into  a  more  congenial  profes- 
sion —  namely,  a  fortune-teller ;  and  finding  his 
genius  herein  was  consulted,  he  soon  mellowed 
into  a  conjurer ;  but  this  was  only  a  step  in  the 
grand  ladder  it  was  predestined  he  should  as- 
cend }  he  soon  communicated  with  the  spirits 
oiair^  got  upon  the  best  terms  with  the^stars^ 
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nd  tlras  sublimated  into  an  astrologer.  And 
here  he  paused  a  while  —  for  you  see^  without 
totally  leaving  the  earth,  he  could  go  no  higher  i 
yety.  for  a  considerabb  time,  though  he  con- 
sulted the  hcavensi  drew  signs  on  the  earth, 
permitted  the  prophets  beard  to  envelope  his 
cMd,  and  summoned  all  the  exterior  signs  of 
wisdom  and  prescience  into  his  countenance, 
which  a^few  visitors  surveyed  with  a  kind  of 
awe ;  that  daily  bread  which  even  the  sky-aspir- 
ing astrologers  must  condescend  to  eat,  was,  as 
yet,  hardly  obtained.  But  his  time  was  not 
come -^  the  hour  had  not  arrived  whoi  to  daily 
bread,  he  could  add  daily  meat,  and  the  richest 
wine  to  give  it  zest  into  the  bargain.  The  pro- 
grcss  of  physic  like  that  of  alcbymy,  is  slow. 
In  due  time  Dr.  ♦•♦♦•♦••  became  a  proficient 
iabpih. 

Accident,  or  more  probably,  the  sudden  in- 
spiration of  his  prophetic  spirit,  conveyed  him 
into  a  bookseller's  shop,  where  it  was  fated  for 
liim  to  see  a  few  leaves  of  the  work  of  old  Cul- 
pepper—  casting  his  eye  upon  a  receipt  for  the 
ague,  be  borrowed  the  book -^  found  out  that 
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physic  was  better  than  propheqr,  and  turned 
ague-do{lor. 

This  receipt,  though  notliing  more  than  a 
preparation  of  carduu8  bencdictus  and  black 
pepper,  «oon  transmuted  paper  into  gold,  and 
soon  became  the  panacea  or  universal  remedy  ;. 
jaid,  if  punning  upon  the  name  were  altbvei^ 
the  sequel  might  be  said  to  prove  how  well  he 
ettlled  the  pepper,  for  with  the  pepper  dose,  he- 
had  the  good  fortune  to  cure  some  cases  of  the 
ague,  and  at  the  same  time  he  cured  himself  of 

poverty. 

And  now  the  multitude  began  to  flock  about 
him  — and  seeing  this  the  line  whereby  to  live, 
he  boldly  diploroa'di&/V»Jfir  Doctor  — giving  it 
out  that,  by  his  knowledge  of  astronomy— for 
he  still  dealt  with  the  stars  —  he  could  know 
the  disease  of  every  person,  and  aU  its  symp- 
toms only  by  their  sending  to  him  a  little  of 
what  every  patient  bad  more  than  a  little  to 

spare. 

The  decoction  was  at  first  his  nostrum— but 
as  crouds  soon  brought  to  him  from  for  and 
near  what  he  required,  he  fguad  it  necessary. 
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for  to  great  a  variety  of  diseases,  somewhat  to 
vary  his  remedy*  What  was  to  be  done  ?  Igno- 
rance is  not  vice,  and  a  wish  to  be  wiser  is  vir- 
tue— hut  as  yet  he  knew  not  magnesia  from 
chalk,  or, rhubarb  from  jalap- 
Emboldened  by  success,  he  could  meet  no 
impediment  —  he  therefore  took  the  train  of 
symptoms  which  his  astrology  discovered  in  the 
phial  to  the  shop  of  a  neighbouring  apothecary, 
and  begged  of  the  apprentice — a  youth  of  com- 
mon gallipot-knowledge,  but  shrewd  —  to  give 
him  something  good  for  the  disease,  desiring 
this  unshaven  tyro  of  the  healing  art  to  take  care 
that  it  should  "  do  no  harm"  —  a  caution  wor- 
thy of  imitatioiu  The  youth  with  serious  brow 
took  the  hint^and  delivered  to  this  now  infal- 
lible doctor  a  bottle  of  water  duly  disguised  by 
tincture  of  saffron,  or  some  other  colouring  in- 
gredient, assuring  him  thft  this  was  the  best 
remedy  for  the  malady.  The  physician  feed 
the  a^thecary,  paid  his  two  or  three  shillings  — 
took  it  home  and  sold  it  (or  seven  or  eight -^ 
and  strange  to  xdX^^  being  given  from  his  hand 
jl  never  failed  to  cure — such  is  the  wonderful 
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effects  of  the  imagination  tq^on  the  tound  ^^  and 
indeed  body  too.  Had  St  been  administered  by 
a  regular  physidan  it  had  been>  as  indeed  tt 
chiefly  waSj  mere  water— but  tendered  by  Dr. 
••*•••*•,  who  had  miraculously  found  ottt 
every  symptom  by  a  single  peep  at  a  certsdn 
fluid,  whether  that  fluid  came  from  the  patient, 
a  stranger y  a  pig,  a  cat,  of  a  cow  — it  was  an  in* 
fallible  specific!  It  was  every  thing  —  and  tfce 
patient  was  restored.     Most  glorious  Doctoi* 

The  Doctor  had  too  much  wisdom>  however, 
to  depend  wholly  on  the  astrological  signs  and 
wonders  —notwithstanding  the  revenue  it  drew 
from  the  admiring  crouds.  He  relied  yet  more 
on  a  neighbouring  innkeeper,  ia  whose  house 
the  people  were  kept  for  hours  in  attendance, 
while  the  Doctor  served  those  ivbo  bad  been 
*^  long  waitingJ^ — This  mortal  landlord  was  a 
better  friend  than  any  which  our  doctor  could 
boast  of  in  the  skies  ;  for  he  kept  the  patients 
in  conversation,  and  extolled  the  wonderful 
powers  of  the  mighty  ••♦♦♦•♦  •j  as  if  he  were 
indeed  a  heaven*desceuded  prophet-physician-^ 
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he  usually  heard  the  diseases  of  the  friends 
.  whose  phials  they  had  brought,  and^  agreeable 
to  the  compact  between  host  and  doctor,  took 
care  to  convey  the  intelligence  to  the  latter-^ 
who  always  struck  them  with  surprize  on  hold- 
ing up  the  bottla,  which  he  did  in  awful  and 
imposing  silence  —  then,  with  his  eye  intent 
upoir  it>  immediately  describing  the  malady  to 
the  mute  astonishment  of  the  auditors,  who  not 
only  Mtqm'shed  the  sick  persons,  but  almost 
wished  themselves  to  be  sick  that  they  might  be 
cored  by  the  wonder  of  the  world. 

6ooa  this  woodkf  opened  an  apothecify*g 
shop  and  prepared  fais  own  remedies  -^attended 
the  ndghbourlng  markets-^ cured  every  body 
^^kifled  nobody,  diat  ever  accuBedhtm  of  dicir 
death. 

in  a  short  .time  he  nntid  a  small  bome-^ 
quiekly  afterwards  he  iou^  a  large  one -^  be 
then  set  up  his  carris^e,  and  ift  a  very  few  years 
beaune  astrologer,  prc^ihet,  pbydoian,  and  a 
man  of  property.  -—*  He  yet  lives,  contSaoing  to 
do  as  much  good  as  usuaL 
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JN  oTwiTHSTANiDiNG  thcse  inconcroverfc- 
able  foctSj  attested  by  so  man)L  witnesseSf  and 
every  witness  a  man,  woman^  or  child  conv- 
pletely  cured  of  a  disease^  before  deemed  incw^ 
silcy  there  remain  to  this  day  a  multitude  of  ia- 
curable  unbelievers,  who  insist — it  is  much 
to  be  lamented  that  in  tbi$  enlightened  age  the 
attention  of  the  public  should  still  continue  to 
be  turned  towards  specifics,   when  it  is  well 
known^  that  the  same  disease  not  unfrequently 
proceeds  from  a  v^iety  of  causes ;  and  there- 
fore, properly  speakingi  M  specific  remedy  com 
tmu   Wh^t  reason  cvi  we  assign  then  for  the 
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astonishing)    and    still  increasing  demand  for 
quack  medicines  and  quack  bodes  ?  Whence  is 
it,  that  quack  medicines  and  quack  books  are 
to  be  found,  not  merely  among  the  lower  classes 
of  society,  but  in  respectable  families,  and  al- 
most in  every  house  ?   Is  it,  that  they  have  a 
higher  opinion  of  such  medicines  and  of  such 
books  than  of  the  judgments,   the  sldil,   the 
extensive  experience,  of  men  devoted  to  the 
sdente  ?  of  men,  who  have  been  regularly  bred, 
and  who  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  distinguishing 
disease?    No,  certainly  it  is  not.    But  I  leave 
this  important  question    to   be   answered  by 
writers  on  political  economy,  and  in  the  mean 
time  anxiously  caution  the  unwary  of  being 
»  misled  by  those  who  have  obtained  the  king's 
letters  patent. 

I  repeat,  dear  Baron,  that  I  have  read  all 
these  SOTts  of  arguments,  and  heard  a  great 
many  mc^e ;  but  a  simple  question  addressed  to 
myriads  of  lame,  and  blind,  and  sick,  and  sor- 
rowful—  amongst  all  ranks  and  orders  of  man 
and  woman  )und^^  are  you  cured  or  not?  an- 
swered by  the  redoubtable  monosylla1>le  yes. 
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defe^tti  tit  that  physic^  fhUosaphj^  er  reas^Hi  iridi 
^all  tbeh-  volumce,  though  they  skoald  be  broagln 
ioio  court  on  the  shoulders  of  their  augtut  pi:o» 
fesiors  can  advaqce. 

But,  in  the  uaresenr^    corfeq>Q]ideoce  of 
bosom  Friends^  such  is  yours  and  mine,  wby 
should  a  man  hesitate  to  confess  an  error  of 
judgment-^ why,  imteedj  shoald  he  scruple  to 
own  such  error^  long  since  duly  repented  of^  to 
fbe  whole  world  ?    I  know  then^  Bacon^  tbere 
bas  been  a  time^-^alai !  the  dark  days^  E  ought 
to  say  the  dark  nighis,  of  igoorance,  wbea  I 
was  myself  hatf  indined  to  become  one  of  tbe 
iacredulous  upon  this    grand  sulpject.  —  But 
then,  I  had  been  tampered  with-^l  fell  into 
company  with  adogmaftftc,comnion»matter»of-£u:t« 
reasoner,  who  called  my  medical  oracles  &  pack 
of  impostors,  — '•  albeit/*  quoth  he,  **  you  meet 
with  theb-  compounds  in  the  columns  of  every 
new^aper ;  and  although  the  testimonies  they 
give  of  the  imiumend^  cures  they  have  per- 
formed, the  in£dlible  effects  of  their  wonderfal 
nostrums,  and  the  astoniabifig  cheapsess  of  their 
potent  drugs,  tempt  one  to  J>eliisYei  th^  bad 
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robbed  tiBB  of  hk  ecytbe^  luid  snatched  hia 
deathockfit  from  his  hand.  I  am  cooYinced  that 
they  are>  if  not  moare  dul£al,  at  least  more  suc- 
oessfttlt  in  the  a^t  of  wo^adii^  than  in  healing; 
in  accelerating  rather  than  in  retarding  the 
scythe  of  titoe  and  the  dart  of  death.  If  the 
tmpirics,*'  cried  he^  persisting  in  his  erroneoos 
opinion,  ^  do  not  know  from  the  temark  of 
tme  of  the  si^es  of  anttquicy,  thc^  at  least  find 
from  modern  practice^  that*  ^  ihe  people  foi^  io 
he  deceived  ^^  that  they  have  a  soxt  of  natural 
jnopenstty  to  the  matvelloiis,  and  always  prefer 
the  difficult  and  incomprehensible  nostrums  of 
ait,  to  the  easy  operations  of  nature,  or  the  die* 
tates  of  that  knowledge  ^  which  is  not  ft^ed 
up,  and  which  vaunteth  not  itself,'  as  these  me- 
dkal  boasters  vaunt  and  puff* 

^<  It  muse  be  confessed,"  continued  he,  '^  that, 
exterior  splendor,  and  unabashed  confidence  will 
always  have  their  influence  with  the  vulgar,  the 
timid  and  irresolute ;  and  the  quack  who  shall 
have  virtue  enough  to  deal  out  powder  of  post 
and  other  dmples,  is  a  less  mischievous  knave 
ibajx  the  more  subtle  drug^monger,  who  deals 
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ill  more  destructive  compouhds  —  but,  believe 
me,  Sir,  they  are  all  rogues  more  or  less,  and 
divide  between  them  the  three  degrees  of  dk- 
tioncsty — positive,  comparative,  or  superlative, 
cheats/* 

He  then  told  me  a  story  in  the  hope  of  con- 
firming this,  saying  he  had  met  with  it  by  acci- 
dent, and  looked  upon  every  syllable  to  be  of 
more  sterling  use  to  society  than  the  gold  of 
Ophir — that  he  perused  it  by  day  and  dreamt 
of  it  by  night. 

For  my  own  part,  1  shall  give  no  opinion ; 
yet  having  got  thus  far  into  the  topic,  I  think  it 
but  honest  to  make  a  copy  of  it  for  your  pe- 
rusal, to  the  end  of  enabling  you  to  see  all  sides 
of  the  question. 

<^  In  the  island  of  Ceylon,  in  the  Indian  ocean, 
a  number  of  invalids  were  assembled  together, 
who  were  afflicted  with  most  of  the  chronic  dn- 
eases  to  which  the  human  body  is  subject.  In 
the  midst  of  them  sat  several  venerable  figures, 
who  amused  them  with  encomiums  upon  son&e 
medicines,  which  they  assured  them  would  af- 
ford infallible  relief  in  all  cases.    One  boasted 
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of  an  dixir  —another  of  a  pdwder,  brought 
from  America  —  a  third  of  a  medicine,  invented 
and  prepared  in  Germany  i— all  of  which,  they 
9aid,  wei^  certain  antidotes  to  the  gout  —  a 
fourth  cried  up  a  nostrum  for :  the  vapours — ^ 
fifth,  drops  for  this  gravel — a  sixth,, -a  balsam 
prepared  from  honey  as  a  sovereign  remedy  for 
a  consumption — a  seventh^  a  pill  for  cutaneous 
erupdons  —  while  an  eighth  cried  down  th$ 
whole,  and  extolled  a  mineral  water  whijch 
lay  a  few  miles  from  the  place  where  they  were 
assembled.  The  credulous  multitude  partook 
eagerly  of  these  medicines^  but  without  any  re^ 
lief  of  their  respective  complaints.  Several  of 
those  who  made  use  of  .the  German  prepara- 
tion,  wert  hurried  suddenly  put  of  the  world. 
Some  said  their  medicines  were  adulterated  -^ 
others  that  the  doctors  had  mistaken  their  dis- 
orders—while most  of  them  agreed  that  they 
were  much  worse  than  ever.  While  they  were 
all,  with  one  accord,  giving  vent  in  this  manner 
to  the  transports  of  disappointment  and  vexa- 
tion, a  ds^  of  thunder  was  heard  over  their 
beads. 
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^^  Upon  looking  up^  a  light  vras  wen  in  the 
3ky.  In  the  midst  of  this  appeared  the  figure 
of  something  more  than  human— « she  was  tall 
and  comely— her  skin  was  £air  as  the  driven 
snow — a  rosy  hue  tinged  her  cheeks  ~- her 
flowing  robes  disclosed  a  shape  which  would 
have  cast  a  shade  upon  the  statue  of  Venu^  of 
Medicis. — In  her  right  hand  she  held  a  bough 
of  an  evergreen — in  her  left  hand  she  had  a 
scroll  of  parchment  —  she  descended  slowly, 
send  stood  erect  upon  the  earth — she  find  Her 
eyes,  which  sparkled  with  life,  upon  the  de- 
luded and  afficted  company — there  was  a  nUx- 
Cure  offity  and  indignation  in  her  countenance 
»— she  stretched  forth  her  right  arm,  and,  with 
a  Toice  which  was  sweeter  than  mefody  itself, 
she  addressed  them  in  the  followmg  language : 
^*  Ye  diildren  of  men,  Msten  for  a  while  to  the 
**  voice  of  instruction :  ye  seek  health  where 
'^  it  is  not  to  be  found.  Hie  boasted  specifics 
**  you  have  been  using  have  no  idrtues  j  even 
**  the  persons  who  give  diem,  labour  under 
-^  many  of  the  disorders  thef  attempt  to  cure. 
**  My  name   is  Hygeia:  I  preside  over  ^ 
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^  faeahh  of  mankind*  Discard  all  your  medl? 
<^  dues,  and  seek  relief  from  temperance  aQ4 
^  eiercfee  ak>ne»  Every  thing  you  see  is  ac^^ 
^  dve  around  ydu  t  all  the  brute  animals  in 
V  nature  tste  kcfive  in  their  ihstmctive  pursuits. 
*^  Intinittiafe  nature  is  actiiEe  too :  air,  fn^ 
•*  and  water  — ate  always  in  motion.  Unless 
^  this  were  the  case,  they  would  soon  be  unfit 
^  for  ^  purposes  rhey  were  designed  to  scrvt 
^*  in  the  economy  of  nature.  Sliun  sloth ;  this 
*'  uniMttges  aH  the  springs  of  life  —  fly  frooi 
^  your  diseases*^ they  will  not,  they  cannot^ 
**  purrae  you.''  Here  she  ended  —  she  dinopped 
4be  f^rdbmtnt  vgpon  the  canfa*-^a  cloud  »- 
tehed  htr,  and  she  hnmcdiatdy  ascended  and 
^Itsapipisared  fipom  tbehr  sight.  A  ailence  em- 
raed>  more  expressive  of  approbation  dian  the 
loudest  peois  of  apfAause.  One  of  the  throng  ap- 
;proaohed  wkh  rd¥trence  to  the  spot  where  ^hc 
StMd>  lock  up  the  scroll  and  read  the  contaus 
of  It  to  all  nfldons^  It  contained  directions  to 
ithem  as  to  what  they  should  do  to  recover 
health.  Soon  after  perusing  this  scroll  thehy<% 
pocbonirioc  Ittd  hysticrk  ^aoenu   discharged 
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their  boxes  of  assafoetida,  and  took  a  journey 
on  horseback  to  distant  and  opposite  ends  of 
the  island.  The  melancholic  threw  aside  hit 
gloomy  systems  of  philosophy ».  and  sent  for  a 
dancing-master.  The  studious  man  shut  ly 
his  folioSj  and  sought  amusement  from  the 
sports  of  children.  The  leper  threw  away  his 
mercurial  pills>  and  swam  every  day  in  a  neigh* 
bouring  river.  The  consumptive  man  threw 
his  balsam  out  of  his  window,  and  took  a  voyage 
to  a  distant  country.  After  some  months  they 
all  returned  to  the  place  where  they  were  wont 
to  assemble,  perfectly  satisfied.  In  a  word,  they 
all  enjoyed  a  complete  recovery  of  their  health. 
They  joined  in  oflfering  sacrifices  to  Hygeia* 
Temples  were  erected  to  her  memory ;  and  she 
continues  to  this  day  to  be  worshipped  by  aU 
the  inhabitants  of  that  island.    Adieu." 

P.S.— I  will  own,  at  the  same  time,  that 
after  my  meeting  with  this  allegory,  the  strength 
and  simplicity  of  which  was  more  hard  to  be 
got  rid  of,  or  digested — so  protested  the  friend 
who  told  it  me  —  than  a  thousand  waggon  loads 
of  pills  or  powders,  that  to  dear  my  doubts,  I 
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eiltetcd  Upon  a  Course  of  medical  reading)  as 
Well  of  the  regular  as  itregular  professors  j  se» 
veral  of  the  most  popular  of  whose  works  I 
borrowed  of  a  friend  ^  alas !  and  alas !  chey  did 
but  augment  my  perplexity,  and  gi^e  me  expe* 
rience  of  one  mofe  disease  of  which  I  had  not, 
before  1  opened  them,  the  least  idea— ^1  mean 
that  epidemic  distemper  caught  from  reading  tne^ 
dical  booksk  You  will  not  be  surprized,  there- 
fore, to  learn  that  I  sent  back  the  borrowed 
publications,  and  with  them,  my  sentiments  on 
their  subjects }  and  you  will  forgive  their  being 
the  impromptu  of  the  moment^  and  in  verse ; 
I  tried  to  rhyme  and  smile  away  my  new  dis* 
order  t  for  I  thought  it  whimsical,  while  I 
Was  reading  of  tlie  cure  of  a  malady,  to  be  in 
fected  with  the  most  inveterate  symptoms  of 
that  very  disease ;  and  it  appeared  to  me  still 
more  absurd  to  perceive  that  as  I  proceeded  to 
the  descripuon  of  another  distemper,  I  caught 
that  too;  then  I  fell  sick  of  a  third  —  then 
found  contagion  in  a  fourth  j  though  each  was 
as  opposite  to  the  other  as  consumption  to 
dropsy,  or  the  ear-ach  to  a  pain  in  the  great 
toe.     From  the  whole  of  which,  I  concluded, 
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and  I  believe,  you  will  think,  not  unwisely,  that 
medical  books  should  be  read  only  by  medical  men ; 
and  that  the  less  an  unmedical  person  ha$  to 
do  with  either,  the  better,  unless  they  were  like 
to  the  "  Infallible  Guide  to  Old  Age,'*  or  to 
I  the  inimitable,  the  never-dying,  and  never.&uf- 
fering-to-die  Doctor  of  Doctors,  the  author. 

rtl  not  return  the  books  you  lent 
Without  a  courteous  compliment ; 

Yet  would  I  ne*cr  had  seen  'em  : 
For  tho*  I  give  to  each  their  merits, 
They've  p!ayM  the  devil  with  my  spirits, 

And  frighicn'd  me  between  'em ! 

From  page  the  first  to  page  the  last, 
O'er  the  poor  body  they  have  cast 

Such  loads  of  care  and  trouble': 
Such  aches  and  pains  from  head  to  foot. 
With  maladies  of  mind  to  boot, 

Life  seems  indeed  2i  bubble. 

While  cover'd  o'er  with  bone  and  skin, 
The  motley  things  that  hang  within. 

Lie  snugly,  nor  alarm  us  : 
When  well  wrapp'd  up,  indeed,  for  yeart 
The  strange  machinery  appears 

In  smooth  array  to  charm  us. 
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Neatly  einbox*d,  the  beauteous  case. 
Discovers  each  attractive  grace. 

And  makes  a  goodly  show ; 
We  gaze  oo  lips,  and  teeth,  and  eyes. 
And  feel  the  kind  emotions  rise. 

And  passions  softest  glow.  ' 

But  when  we  come  more  close  to  look 
Into  Dame  Nature's  mystic  book. 

Beyond  the  handsome  cover ; 
To  peep  at  things  behind  the  screen—- 
Ah  I  what  becomes  of  beauty's  queen  ? 

And  what  of  thee,  O  lover  ? 

That  fece  so  fair  t—  that  form  so  fine  -— 
That  bosom  that  you  thought  divine  — 

Conceals  a  pack  of  frights : 
Fond  Romeo  would  from  Juliet  start. 
And  cry  —  could  he  behold  her  heart  — 

**  Heaven  shield  me  from  such  lights  T* 

And  every  oi|e,  alas  iof  these 
Is  saddled  with  its  own  disease, 

To  stop  our  ipan  of  breath  : 
borrow,  and  joy,  and  love,  and  hate. 
Are  each,  in  its  extreme,  a  fate. 

And  terminates  in  death* 
m  2 
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Phthisic  and  hectic,  goot,  catanb. 
Famine,  and  pestilence,  and  war^ 

Witb  spasm  and  apoplexy  ; 
With  here  a  bruise,  and  there  a  sore, 
Jind  your  bbe  (fevifs  by  die  score. 

With  nervous  fiends  to  vex  yww 

With  trifling  losses  by  the  by, 
A  leg,  an  arm,  a  tooth,  an  eye. 

Just  to  give  man  a  hint, 
Howe*er  the  bve  of  life  allure. 
When  grey-beards  talk  of  death  as  sure. 

There's  really  something  in't. 

Then  the  long  catalogue  of  ills, 
Roird  up  in  boluses  and  pills, 

Th*  enormous  train  of  killing  curtSj 
That  those  fell  human  wolves  and  foxes, 
Betail  in  vials  and  in  boxes. 

The  plagues  that  quaclery  procures* 

In  short,  the  feeble  frames  vrt  bear. 
So  constantly  demand  repair. 

Now  beat  by  wind,  and  now  by  weather  } 
My  wonder  is  not  that  frail  man 
Is  made  to  last  so  sborl  a  span, 

But,  that  be  holds  orn  hwr  togefhir  I 
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In  the  midst  of  these  insinuations  I,  luckily 
for  my  great  men>  read  as  follows  — ^'  C^ack 
medidnes  have  generally  the  peculiar  virtue  of 
not  only  alleviating  every  pain  to  which  man  is 
subject  in  this  transitory  world,  but  also  of  con- 
veying him  to  the  regions  of  immortality*** 
Consequently,  the  quack  doctors  ought  to  ob- 
tain from  his  hdllness  the  Pope  the  power  of 
dispensing  absolution  j  and  thus  act  in  the  two- 
fold capacity  of  physicians  of  the  mind  and 
body. 

Putting  these  reflections  together,  I  impercep- 
tibly became  more  and  more  persuaded  of  the 
infallibility  of  these  high  and  mighty  powers  I 
have  so  strongly,  and  as  you  must  have  noted, 
to  seriously  applauded  and  defended  in  a  for- 
mer letter.  In  the  end  I  drew  these  inferences 
from  a  survey  of  the  whole  subject :  ist^  Health 
is  too  sacred  and  important  a  blessing  to  be 
sported  with ;  idly^  The  august  body,  oppro- 
brionsly  called  Quacks,  ought  more  than  any 
set  of  men  now  in  the  world  to  be  held  up  as 
its  benefactors,  heroes,  and  demi-gods }  and  if, 
by  way  of  taking  breath,  I  suspend  the  investi* 
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gznon  zt  present  J  it  is  but  to  reserve  the  col- 
lected strength  of  my  tniad,  assisted  by  the  muse 
for  a  series  of  heroic  epistles,  addressed  to  one 
or  other  of  the  grand  empirics ;  and  in  which 
they  shall  be  tried  on  their  own  systems,  and 
examined  by  their  own  witnesses,  to  prove  and 
ratify  their  pretensions ! 

In  the  mean  time,  defending  these  medical 
philanthropists  from  all  scorners,  you  will  join 
me  in  applauding  the  eulogy  of  an  ingenious 
writer,  who  has  said  —  So  infallible  are.thesf 
medicines,  as  every  attested  case  will  prove, 
that  it  must  be  a  matter  of  wonder  to  hear  of 
any  persons  labouring  under  sickness  in  Eng- 
land :  and  so  numerous  are  our  infallible  rem^ 
dies,  that  the  existence  of  disease  is  not  only  a 
wonder,  but  a  sbame ;  and  I  am  surprized  that 
our  legislators,  to  whom  the  population  of  the 
kingdom  must  ever  be  an  object  of  importance, 
should  not  enact  a  law,  making  it  criminal  for 
any  inan  to  have  a  bodily  complaint  beyond  the 
number  of  minutes  or  hours  necessary  to  reach 
the  temple  of  Hygeia,  or  one  or  other  of  its 
high-pri^stSt     One  would  think,  indeed,  tha| 
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most  people  were  enamoured  of  disease ;  that 
there  was  something  pleasant  in  a  fever^  some- 
thing genteel  in  the  gout,  or  something  extreme- 
ly degagS  in  an  inflammation  ;  one  would  suppose 
that  pain  was  pleasure,  and  that  racking  tor« 
tures  and  aches  were  the  most  desirable  of 
earthly  blessings.  But  if  this  be  absurd^  if 
it  be  both  a  sin  and  a  shame  for  a  man.  to  carry 
about  a  voluntary  intermittent,  a  welcome  rheu- 
matism, and  a  cherished  asthma,  what  shall  we 
think  of  that  more  obstinate  species  of  human 
beings;  who  enjoy,  with  apparent  glee,  incurable 
disorders ;  who  pretend  to  have  consulted  phy- 
^icians  in  vain  —  to  have  ma<J9  the  grand  tpur 
of  the  hospitals,  and  been  at  last  turned  out  a« 
incurable  j  what  shall  we  say  to  these  —  when 
it  is  notorious  that  they  are  the  very  persons  for 
wI)om  our  benevolent  doctors  have  ^ade  u|v 
their  infallible  nostrums?  One  of  two  things 
must  evidently  be  the  case  —  either  they  hug 
their  disorders  as  parts  of  themselves,  or,  which 
is  least  probable,  they  never  look  at  ^  dead 
wall,  or  a  newspaper,  because  cither  of  these 
yould  shew  them  certain  remedies:  for  it  U 
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morally,  or  I  should  izj  phyxicalljy  imposttUt 
that  aa  infalHHe  medicine  and  an  incurabk  dii^ 
temper  can  exist  together  ia  the  same  kmgdom. 

If,  after  this^  any  one  should  presume  to 
doubt  their  all-curii]^  qualities^  or,  slill  more 
hardy,  affect  to  pity  their  ignorance,  I  shall  in« 
trepidly  come  forward  in.  the  words  of  rare  B^ 
JohnsQOj  and  assert, 

**  They  arc  the  Only  knowing  men  of  Europe '^ 
Great  gen'ral  scholars,  excellent  physicts^os. 
Most  adoiirM  statesmeni  profest  favourites. 
And  cabinet  counsellors- to  the  greatest  prhices  i 
The  only  l^nguag*d  men  of  aU  the  wordr' 

Of  course  what  foIlow$  i$  poetical  nonsense 
and  defamation, 

<*  And,  I  have  heard,  they  are  most  lewd  impostors. 
Made  all  of  terms  and  shreds ;  no  less  belyers 
Of  great  mens  favours  than  their  own  vile  med*cines  ; 
Which  they  will  utter  upon  monstrous  oaths : 
Selling  that  drug  for  two-pence  ere  th^  p^t. 
Which  they  have  valued  at  twetve*ciQwns  before!*^ 

To  fcum  up  their  characters  then,  generally, 
we  may  consider  them  ajso  as  prophets — for 
many  of  them  have  tbe  pow^r  of  knowing  thd 
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name^  nature>  and  seat,  of  disorders,  without  tho 
vulgar  ^ds  either  of  seeing  or  hearing  the  pa^ 
tient ;  and  right-learnedly  predict  a  disease,  and 
insht  on  its  cure,  instinctively  and  intuitively* 
But,  indeed,  this  art  of  medical  divination  like* 
vise  flourished  about  the  time  of  the  above 
author ;  and  its  description  by  an  old  English 
bard,  you  will  perceive,  holds  good  to  the  pre» 
sent  day : 

♦^  IS/.  Good  Doctor  Alcon,  I  am  come  to  crave 
Your  counsel  to  advise  me  for  my  health ; 
For  I  suppose,  in  troth,  I  am  not  well ; 
Methinks  I  should  be  sick,  yet  cannot  tell : 
Something  there  is  amiss  that  troubles  me, 
For  which  I  would  take  phytic  willingly. 

^9  Welcome,  fair  nymph ;  come,  let  me  try  your  pulse* 
J  cannot  blame  you,  t'  hold  yourself  not  well. 
Something  amiss,  quoth  you ;  here's  all  amiss  ( 
The  whole  fabric  of  yourself  distemper'd  is  ; 
The  systclf  and  d}ailok  of  your  pulse 
Do  shew  your  passions  most  hysUrical; 
It  seems  you  have  not  careful  been 
T*  observe  the  prophylactic  regimen  * 

*    Of  your  own  body  ;  so  that  we  must  noipf 
P^c^d  m)to  the  tfjirafiuficiU 
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That  8b  we  may  prevent  the  syndrome 

Of  symptonas,  and  may  afterwards  apply 

Some  analeptical  aUxIfhamiacum^ 

That  may  be  proper  for  your  malady. 

It  seems,  fair  nymphs  you  drea^ip  much  in  tlie  night  i 
J  St,  Doctor,  }  do,  indeed. 
2d.  I  know  you  do. 

You're  troubled  much  with  thought  ? 
1st.  I  am  indeed. 
^d.  I  know  you  are. 

You  have  great  heaviness  about  your  hea|-t  \ 
ij/.  Now  truly  so  I  have. 
ad.  I  know  you  hav^, 

You  wake  oft  in  the  night  i 
1st,  In  troth  I  do. 
2d.  All  this  I  know  you  do«-^ 

And  this,  unless  by  physic  you  prevent. 

Think  whereto  it  may  bring  you  in  the  end  j    * 

And  therefore  you  must  first  evacuate 

All  those  colaxicttl  hot  humours  whicl^ 

Disturb' your  heart,  and  then  refrigerate 

Your  blood  by  some  menakhian  cordials. 

Which  you  must  take,  and  you  shall  straight  find  ease, 

And  in  the  morning  I  will  visit  you." 

DANixL'sArc?4uu 
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I  f  emember  reading  this  passage  to  the  severe 
friend  I  have  before  mentioned,  by  the  way  of 
adding  another  laurel  to  the  brows  of  my  quack 
heroes ;  and  he  attempted,  as  usual,  to  invalid 
date  their  claims  by  comparing  this  sublime  gift 
of  Vaticinatum  to  the  insidious  arts  of  gypsies 
and  fortune-tellers,  who  first  cajole  their  dupes 
out  of  their  histories  by  indirect  questions,  or 
tampering  with  servants,  and  then  very  saga- 
ciously return  the  information  they  have  re- 
ceived, with  an  interlarding  of  pedantic  phrases, 
which  give  to  the  intelligence  an  imposing  air 
of  wisdom  and  novelty. 
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LETTER   IX. 


And  now,  my  Friend,  for  the  promised 
list  to  close  this  grand  national  subject,  to  the 
laud  and  praise  of  which  I  have  so  fully  and 
feelingly  subscribed. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  footh-aehj  for  which^ 
under  God,  an  ^^  unparalleled  lozenge'*  has 
been  found  —  a  lozenge,  which  the  happy  finder 
avers — and  who  can  doubt  it*— surpasses  "  any 
thing  ever  known  j"  cures  th^  most  excruciating 
tooth-pangs,  be  they  ever  so  violent,  in  a  few 
minutes ;  and  has  made  an  oath  of  the  titter  im- 
possibility his  ''  unrivalled  lo;9enge"  should 
ever  fail.  —  Justice!  aweful  goddess!  calls  upon 
me  in  this  place  to  mention  a  grand  specific  re- 
storative to  prevent  any  tooth-ach  at  all. — "  This 
exquisite  powder  has  had  the  assistance  of  se* 
Veral  physicians  to  analyse  it,  and  their  report  is. 
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that  U$  astonishing,  though  iniioceat  varttfteit 
are  not  to  be  e({uaUed  by  any  other  j  in  a  word 
(say  they)  it  is  the  only  article  to  ma^  m4 
preserve  teeth  beautifully  white>  fksten  those 
that  are  becoming  loose,  entirely  eradicate  the 
most  obsdnate  scurvy  and  tooth-ach,  and  to 
a  certainty,  not  only  prevent  decaying  teeth 
from  becoming  worse,  to  extreme  old  age,  but 
restore  them  by  degrees  to  their  (M-istine  ifiumf^ 
ness  and  delicacy  .'** 

I  take  shame  to  myself  for  neglect  of  the 
jsAas,  for  the  diseases  of  which,  inside  and  out, 
are  '^  specific  drops,"  working  the  most  amaz* 
ing  cures,  including  the  removal  of  deafness* 

Now,  who  on  earth,  after  reading  this,  will 
not  assign  to  this  grand  restorative  the  palm, 
unless  bi  should  be  deemed  a  competitor  wbo$e 
powder 

"  Albifi€s  the  teeth. 

Dulcifies  the  voice, 

Purifict  the  breath. 

And  gives  an  agreeable  rubUundity  to  the 
wage.'* 

From  the  teeth  and  face  we  may  proceed  to 
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the  stomach,  for  which,  thanked  be  heaven? 
another  great  man  has  absolutely  the  most  resto- 
rative tincture  in  the  whole  world  ^  and  which 
not  only  invigorates  life,h\ii  ensures  it  to  an 
extreme  and  healthy  old  agel — This  tincture 
is  as  infallible  as  the  lozenge. 

I  beg  pardon,  however,  of  the  sublime  inven- 
tor of  the  *'  oyster  >  salve  for  the  hair,"  be- 
cause this  certainly  ought  to  precede  the  sto» 
mach^  and  indeed  to  have  taken  the  lead,  in  the 
order  of  anatomy,  of  the  teeth.  This  »alve,  my 
dear  Baron,  is  warranted  to  make  the  hair  that 
is  on  the  head  defy  fever,  triumph  over  the  ex- 
tremes  of  heat  and  cold,  and  in  a  few  months 
cover  the  most  bald  and  barren-  old  head  with 
the  most  beautiful  tresses  of  youth.  O  rare 
oyster  sahoe!  'tis  pity  any  of  thy  gentle  race 
should  ever  have  been  "  crossed  in  love  !**  as 
we  are  told  by  the  highest  poetical  authority 
(Shakespear)  they  have. 

It  would  be  a  sin  against  beauty  not  to  place 
close  by  this,  the  "  Tricosian  Fluid  j  the 
extraordinary  virtues  of  which,  are  such  as  to 
render  it  superior  to  every  other  beneath  the 
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sun,  moon^  and  stars,  for  changing  red  or  grey 
hair  to  natural  and  beautiful  tints;  from  the 
most  delicate  flaxen  to  the  richejt  brown  or 
black;  and  snch  is  its  permanency y  that  nei- 
ther the  application  of  pomatum,  brushes,  nor 
even  washings  will  cause  the  least  alteration  in 
the  colours,  so  that  every  particular  hair  is  dyed 
in  grain ;  its  genial  virtues  are  equally  estima- 
ble, as  it  strengthens  the  weakest  hair,  prevents 
its  ^Hing  oflF,  and  increases  the  growth  to  a  de- 
gree oi  luxuriance  that  rivals  every  composition 
yet  offered  for  similar  purposes;  and  in  short, 
surpasses  nature  herself,  even  til)  the  goddess*  is 
jealous  of  the  inventor !  It  is  aUo  fragrant  in- 
smell,  easy  in  application,  and  may  be  used  at 
any  season  of  the  year  without  danger  of  taking 
cold.  By  the  use  of  this  fluid,  the  public  will 
be  most  happily  preserved  from  the  impositions 
they  have  so  long  experienced  ;  and  also  freed 
from  the  use  of  those  pernicious  compounds  *  that 


•  It  should  be  particularly  noted  that  the  principle  of 
tBorad  honesty  is  very  nice  in  all  the  quack-trlbc :  each  phi- 
lanthropist cautiously  guarding  the  public  against  the  chi- 
canery and  imposture  practiaed  by  the  other. 
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destroy  the  hair  diey  profess  to  beautify  i  (at 
diis  compositionj  instead  of  rendering  it  harsh 
dnd  disagreeable  to  the  &el  and  view^  bestowi 
ihe  most  silky  softness^  while  it  changes  grey 
hair  to  the  most  splendid  and  el^ant  flaxen^ 
brown>  or  bhtck^  that  ever  adorned  the  tresses 
ofyouth. 

•*  In  a  word,  to  convince  the  public  of  the  above 
insertions,  any  lady  sending  a  lock  of  hair  {post 
p^d)  scaled  at  the  end  which  is  cut  from  the 
head^  shall,  in  the  course  of  three  days,  have  it 
returned  (free  of  expence)  changed  to  any  co» 
knir  shewn  at  the  places  of  sale  :  such  an  un&» 
quivocal  and  liberal  offer,  the  proprietor  trusts^ 
will  convince  more  than  all  the  panegyric  words 
can  bestow  :'^  for  which  reason  the  Tricosian 
Doctor  has,  as  you  will  perceive,  modestly  for- 
bom  to  puff  his  preter-human  fluid,  as  others 
have  puflfed ! 

Fain  would  I  now  go  on  with  the  catalogue 
to  the  relief  of  the  other  members ;  but  it  would 
be  a  most  flagrant  want  of  gallantry  not  to 
make  room,  in  this  its  place,  for  a  something  of 
sovereign  use  in  certain  cases  to  my  fair  country** 
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^vomen,  yea  and  to  yours ^  my  good  Baron — to 
wit,  a  most  "  Incomparable  Depilatory,  for 
remomg  superfjluous  hairs'*  —  **  and  such 
there  are,  from  lovely  lips  or  alaba^r  chins ; 
and  that  such  superfluities,"  justly  and  patheti- 
cally observes  the  Extirpator,  "  are  one  of  the 
greatest  drawbacks  from  the  delicacy  and  love- 
liness of  the  female  face,  b  allowed  by  every 
class  and  description  of  men  from  the  prince 
to  the  peasant.  The  coral  lip,  the  ivory  teeth, 
the  dimpled  cheek,  the  blooming  complexion, 
the  sparkling  eye,  the  whole  **  set  of  features," 
can  never  communicate  to  their  possessor  the 
power  of  pleasing,  if  shaded  by  the  rough  and 
and  masculine  appendants  just  mentioned.  To 
expatiate  further  in  favour  of  depilatories  in  ge- 
neral, would  be  useless. .  In  praise  of  the  above, 
which  has  long  held  a  place  at  the  toilet  of  almost 
every  woman  of  fashion,  but  little  need  be  said* 
The  proprietor  will  therefore  only  observe,  that 
it  removes  the  hair  in  two  minutes,  without 
any  pain  or  unpleasant  sensation,  apd  ]ieave»  tbt 
•kin  perfectly  smooth,  soft,  and  fair;" 
I  beseech  you^  mj  Friend,  to  be  at  no  small 
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pains,  or  indeed  cost,  to  expand  the  knowledge 
and  utility  of  this  smoother  and  softner  of  com- 
plexions ;  this  appendage  of  the  toilet  j  this  re- 
novater  of  blooms  and  dimples :  and,  remembet, 
that  I  devote  myself  to  the  service  of  the  ladies 
abroad,  who  may  happen  to  have  any  of  these 
hairy  superfluities,  from  a  single  bristle  to  a 
face  like  Esau's :  and  you  have  only  to  men- 
tion your  list  of  bristles  to  receive  depilatory 
eradicaters  to  any  amount,  assuring  yourself  I 
shall  look  upon  myself  as  abundantly  rewarded 
if  I  am  the  happy  means,  under  my  grand  ope- 
rator, of  mowing  the  chin,  or  shaving  the  upp^ 
lip  of  but  one  bearded  lady,  so  as  to  render  her 
more  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  her  lover,  should 
he  chance  to  be  of  Isaac^s  opinion  in  the 
Duenna: 

«*  A  little  round  chin  too*s  a  beauty  I've  heard, 
•*  But  /only  desire  she  mayn't, have  a  beard !" 

And  now  to  return  to  the  stomach,  the  ta$t 
importance  of  which,  as  connected  withcvefy 
movement  in  the  human  *hiachltte,  remarks  oiie 
W  my  gttat  restorers  ^  caAsot  be  too  seduU 


Digitized 


by  Google 


ALBAKIK^S  m  EKOLAKD.  99 

ously  Studied  by  the  physician,  or  too  seriously 
considered  by  mankind  in  general,  this  organ 
being  *  the  seat  of  life,  disease,  and  recovery/ 

*'  To  that  relish  for  soeiableness*'  continues 
he,  "  which  so  highly  characterizes  the  British 
nadon,  to  the  festive  board  and  its  alluring  ap* 
pendages,  may  commonly  be  traced  that  debi- 
lity of  the  stomach  which  may  be  considered  a$ 
the  source  of  gout,  rheumatism,  sciatica,  lum* 
^^S^9  gi'^vel,  jaundice,  spasmodic  affections, 
haemorrhoids  or  piles,  asthma,  and  nervous  dis- 
eases, with  all  their  melancholy  train. 

'Mt  is  no  small  consolation  to  know  that 
these  evils  may  be  prevented  or  relieved  by  this 
adaurable  stomachic,  which  in  a  very  extraor- 
dinary manner  rouses  the  languid  powers  of  the 
stomach  into  action,  removes  habitual  costive^ 
ness,  expels  wind,  and  by  its  aperient  quality 
carries  off*  stagnate  bile,  or  ill-digested  food. 
How  comfortable  also  to  know,  that  to  consti- 
tutions drooping  at  an  early  period  of  life,  from 
liaUtual  indulgences,  this  invigorating  stomachip 
affords  a  safe  and  certain  support. 

^^  Utzkm  the  noroing  succeeding  the  (rcfi 
u  2 
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use  of  the  bottle,  it  instantly  removes  that  hn- 
guor  and  nausea  which  frequently  follow  the 
excesses  of  the  tabic. — Price  5s.  fd.** 

Good  heaven  !  what  a  miserable  gratuity  for 
the  absolute  cure  of  gdut  *»  rheumatism,  sciatica. 


*  But  if  infallibility  should  ever  fail,  as  his  Holiness  the 
Pope  once  ftU  from  his  horse,  it  is  said,  and  broke  his  leg ; 
should  the  sublime  inventor  of  these  cures,  ever  be  foirad  un- 
able to  master  these  disorders,  the  disappointed  patient  maj 
depend  upon  a  late-invcnttd  ant?rthritic  tincture  —  O  obsti- 
nate, ungovernable,  rheumatism,  art  thou  not  ashamed  to 
torture  the  flesh  and  bones  as  thou  art  wont  ?  Hear,  and 
blush,  how  thy  arch  foe,  our  best  friend,  reasons  upon  thee  : 

**  Of  all  maladies  affecting  the  human  constitution,  none 
in  this  rariable  climate  is  more  general  than  the  rheumatism. 
How  grateful  then  to  the  sufferer  must  be  the  information^ 
that  for  this  disease,  however  violent  Us  attacks,  there  existt, 
in  "  Radcliff's  Antarthritic,"  a  remedy  Instantaneous,  The 
efficacy  of  this  tincture  is  not  confined  to  iheunratic  com- 
plaints, but  it  will,  in  cases  of  lumbago,  spasms,  bniisesy 
sprains  and  chilblains,  be  found  to  operate  'with  the  force  ami 
rapidity  of  a  charm.  Its  virtues  are  so  potent,  that  it  frc- 
,  quently  restores  the  ute  of  the  limbs  in  paralytic  affections, 
aind  it  is  of  great  service  in  the  gout,  when  that  disease  at- 
tacks the  stomach,  or  when  the  swelling  is  subsiding,  ia 
giving  tone  and  strength  to  the  debilitated  part.  What  is 
Kere  said,  is  said  in  the  spirit  of  truth  \  the  virtues  of  the  tinc- 
ture have  been  proved  by  thousands  of  sufferers,  and  the 
aires  which  it  has  performed  are  attested  by  persons  of  the 
most  respectaUe  chareeters  and  nnimpcachaUe  veracity/^ 
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lumbago^  gravely  jaundice,  spasmodic  affections^ 
hsmcnrboids,  asthma,  and  nervous  diseases !  — 
not  sufficient,  indeed,  to  pay  the  advertisements, 
but  what  may  not  be  expected  from  benevo- 
lence in  union  with  science  ?  My  heart  warms 
and  bounds  at  the  thought :  and  I  charge  you, 
by  your  love  of  human  kind,  to  recommend  the 
infallible,  incomparable,  aperient ! 

Descending  in  the  system,  we  now  come  to 
various  indescribable  parts  and  morsels  of  hu- 
man organization,  which  are  not  unfrequently, 
in  these  wicked  days,  considerably  disturbed  and 
out  of  order ;  and  though,  in  these  cases,  per- 
haps, in  a  moral  sense,  it  would  be  more  or- 
thodox to  withhold  any  remedy  whatsoever, 
let  the  punishment  be  considered  as  justly 
Oitailed  on  the  crime;  yet,  as  humanity  and 
loving-kindness  are.  the  leading  features  of  the 
Slustrious  race  of  Disease  and  Death-defying 
men,  I  cannot  but  notice  the  peculiar  liberality 
and  tender-heartedness  which  they  have  shewn 
to  a  certain  disorder  that  proceeds  from  youth- 
ful indiscretion,  or  antiquated  infirmity  j  and 
that  neither  youth  or  age,  suffering  in  this  way. 
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should  be  publicly  disgraced.  The  worthy  em- 
pirics, one  and  all^  have  nem.  con.  determiaed  to 
treat  the  error  of  their  patients  with  the  utmost 
delicacy,  and  **  secrecy  is  so  precisely  preserved 
that  no  person  who  consults  a  doctor  can  pos- 
sibly be  seen  by  any  other  •/'  and  there  is  ge- 
nerally "  a  back  door"  and  **  a  private  bell." 
All  which  indulgencies  are  not  intended  as  en- 
couragements of  vice,  but  done  with  a  sincere 
hope,  that  mercy  and  pity  will  produce  repen* 
tance :  on  which  account,  ic  is  obvious,  that 
the  quacks,  in  this  instance,  are  as  great  moral- 
ists as  physicians.  Acting  on  this  virtuous  prin- 
ciple, you  will  not  therefore  be  surprized  to 
understand,  that  every  one  of  my  Doctorial 
heroes  has  a  specific  for  the  complaint  in  ques- 
tion, which  is  removed  **  without  loss  of  time, 
restraint  in  diet,  or  hindrance  of  business  !"  But 
the  thrice  renowned  nostrum  of  one  above  the 
feft  seems  to  insist  on  the  palm  of  victory,  ov«r 
all  his  snce  company  on  this  occasion,  as  he 
"  challenges  the  whole  world  to  prove  a  single 
instant  e  where  his  metliod  of  cure  has  failed  of 
the  desired  ei:.«t.'* 
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In  the  next  place  we  come,  by  a  natural  gra- 
dation, down  to  the  feet,  for  the  various  little 
s^d  great  ailments  of  which,  we  have  number- 
less in&llibles,  but  none  so  honourable,  as  the 
proprietor  of  that  most  excellent  remedy  the 
corn  plaiste^,  which  has  gained  so  much  repu- 
tation in  your  country,  and  been  gathering  fame 
since  its  establishment  in  ours  for  upwards  of 
l^alf  a  ce^ury,  *^  in  the  whole  course  of  which 
it  has  nev^r  once  failed  to  eradicate,  root  and 
branch,  those  horny  excrescences  that  presume 
to  groiw  o«  the  toes  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  — 
and  if  one  wreck  of  a  corn  ever  afterwards  dares 
to  become  iroublesome,  the  honest  proprietor 
engages  to  return  the  moneys  wherever  said  pro- 
prietor may  be  found. 

Phr  ^rhrcpy  forfend  I  should  forget  in  this 
general  iUTvejj  to  mark  in  the  list,  with  parti- 
cular lustre  of  recommendation  one  more  uni^ 
^jersal  specific,  those  nostrums  of  nostrums  the 
reaninuaing  pilis^  which  are  really  so  excellent 
that  if  taken  regularly  into  the  system  cannot 
but  prove  a  sovereign  remedy  for  all  nervous 
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disorders,  muscular  debility  and  vascular  relax- 
ation. 

*«  To  those  afflicted  with  any  of  the  infirmities 
of  nature^  and  desirous  of  health,  vigour  and  long 
life,  these  pills  are  conscientiously  recommended. 
A  list  of  those  who  have  happily  experienced 
their  wonderful  eflfects,  would  fill  zfoRo  volume. 
Thousands  are  now  the  living  and  grateful  wit- 
nesses of  their  value,  and  '  ages  yet  unborn 
shall  bless  the  remedy/  Without  the  empty 
boast  of  empirical  vanity," —  how  modest !  "  but 
arguing  on  principles  that  cannot  be  denied^ 
and  on  facts  abundantly  proved,  the  proprietor 
will  venture  to  say,  that  no  one  will  ever  take 
this  grand  pabulum  of  nature  without  finding 
an  immediate  relief  znd  a  speeJy  cure.  The  long 
train  of  direful  diseases  which  harass  the  aged 
and  the  delicate,  the  sedentary  and  the  studious, 
the  bacchanalian  and  the  voluptuary,  fly  before 
its  irresistible  power-  The  cold  and  tremulous 
nerves  will  be  warmed  and  steadied ;  the  fibres 
will  be  braced ;  the  muscles  will  be  invigorated, 
the  sinews  will  be  strengthened  j  the  emaciated 
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limbs  Will  be  covered  with  firm  flesh  ;  the  im- 
poverished Uood  will  be  enriched  ;  the  watery 
fluids  will  become  balsamic;  the  languid  cir- 
culation will  be  roused ;  the  enfeebled  pulse  will 
be  quickened ;  the  animal  spirits  will  be  revived ; 
the  organs  of  digestion  will  be  assisted ;  the 
tond  and  elasticity  of  the  system  will  be  re- 
stored ;  and  the  whole  constitution  will  be  rege- 
nerated. In  shorty  all  the  aid  that  the  veget- 
able, the  animal,  and  the  mineral  kingdoms  can 
afford,  or  the  utmost  art  of  man  can  yield,  will 
be  found  in  these  restorative  and  reanimating 
pills  ♦/' 


•  The  Spectator  has  taken  notice  of  a  person  who,  in  his 
time,  amongst  other  strange  maladies,  undertook  to  cure, 
and  no  doubt  did  cure,  **  Long  sea- voyages  and  campaigns.'* 
And  the  adventurer  informs  us,  **  that  the  minister,  the 
orverseer,  and  the  churchwarden  of  a  parish  in  Kent,  after 
setting  forth  the  misery  of  a  young  man  who  was  afflicted 
with  m  rupture,  proceed  to  address  the  public  in  the  follow- 
ing terms : 

♦*  His  friends  applied  to  several  gentlemen  for  a  cure ;  but 
all  proved  ineffectual,  and  wore  a  truss,  till  we  sent  him  to 
Mr.  Woodward,  at  the  King's  Arms,  near  Half-moon-street, 
Kccadflly.'' 

It  hence  appears,  not  only  that  this  unfortunate  young 
nao  was  cured,  but  that  several  gent^eui  in  the  zeal  of 
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My  dear  Friend,  what  after  thi9  that  ia  sa- 
lutary, or  sublimet  in  art  or  natur^y  ^  phy«c8 
or  philosophies,  in  this  island,  or  in  any  other, 
in  the  great  globe  itself,  can  be  swl  or  sung  ?  — 
truly  nothing. 

This  divine  inrentor,  I  likewise  read  aloud  to 
the  cavilling  friend  so  disposed  to  dispute  the 
pretensions  of  my  iaqperial  enqnrics,  ••-^attlj  I 


their  compassion  actually  wore  a  truss  for  him ;  and  that, 
ncverthelcsa*  he  woiild  have  dontinucd  to  laa^iah  in  great 
misery  if  they  had  not  at  last  sent  him  to  Mr.  Woodward.  I 
cannot  help,  therefore,  but  agree  with  the  ingenious  re- 
corder of  the  above  extraoidiaary  oiuv,  that  the  good  which 
would  flow  in  a  thousand  streams  to  the  community  from 
these  empiric  fountains  of  health,  beauty,  and  Tigour,  (since 
aluMMt  every  noble  family  in  the  kingdom  continue  to  de- 
clare they  hare  received  benefits  of  invigoration,  cleanliness, 
or  beauty)  are  much  intercepted  in  their  progress,  by  the 
envy  and  folly  of  persons  who  have  crouded  our  towns  and 
cities  with  building  and  endowing  hospitals,  where  many 
practitioners  have  declared  diseases  are  not  cured  but  ren* 
dered  incurable  ;  where  a  cancer,  or  gangrene,  for  instancy 
produces  the  amputation  of  a  limb,  though  a  cure  for  the 
omcer  might  have  been  purchased  in  Fleet-street  for  a  shil- 
ling ;  and  a  powder  that  instantly  stops  the  progress  of  a 
gangrene,  might  have  been  obtained  on  Tower«hiU  for  six« 
pence.  —  The  best  of  it  i%  a  sagacious  professor  of  the  day, 
advertised  a  cure  for  tbiboifUal  imurabks* 
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pre&ced  the  reciutioa  by  a  triumphant  flourish 
of  the  band,  and  victorious  elevation  of  the 
tones ;  hiding  thereby  to  overwhelm  the  cen- 
sure by  a  concentration  of  medical  excellencies 
which  he  would  not  have  the  temerity  to  op* 
pose  or  to  deny. 

Judge,  then,  if  you  can,  of  my  disappoint- 
ment wh^  with  provoking  sang  froid,  he 
took  fr<mi  his  pocket  a  book,  which  he  told  me 
he  had  lately  purchased : — ^^  Your  reanimating 
pills"  said  he  ^'  remind  me  of  a  story  which 
^eased  me  extremely;  and  which,  methinks, 
you  might,  with  good  effect,  bring  into  your 
catalogue  oi  miracles,  as  a  parallel  case.  I  pray 
you,  hear  it : — 

'^  I  was  at  Count  Przobossky's  noble  coun- 
try seat  in  Lithuania,  and  remained  with  the 
ladies  at  tea  in  the  drawmg-room,  while  the 
gentlemen  were  down  in  the  yard  to  see  a  young 
horse  of  blood  which  was  just  arrived  from  the 
stttd«  We  suddenly  heard  a  noise  of  distress  -^ 
I  haatc&ed  down  stairs,  and  found  the  horse  so 
ttnmly,  that  nobody  durst  approach  or  mount 
him.  The  most  resolute  horseman  stood  dis- 
mayed and  aghast :  despondency  was  expressed 
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in  every  countenance ;  when,  in  one  leap,  I  was 
on  his  back,  took  him  by  surprize,  and  worked 
him  quite  into  gentleness  and  obedience,  with 
the  best  display  of  horsemanship  I  was  master 
of.  Fully  to  shew  this  to  the  ladies,  and  save 
them  unnecessary  trouble,  I  forced  him  to  leap 
in  at  one  of  the  open  windows  of  the  tea-room, 
walked  round  several  times,  pace,  trot,  and  gal- 
lop ;  and  at  last  made  him  mount  the  tea-table, 
there  to  repeat  his  lessons,  in  a  pretty  style  of 
miniature,  which  was  cxceec'ingly  pleasing  to 
the  ladies,  for  he  performed  them  amazingly 
well,  and  did  not  break  either  cup  or  saucer. 
It  placed  me  so  high  in  their  opinion,  and  so 
well  in  that  of  the  noble  lord,  that  with  his 
usual  politeness,  he  begged  I  would  accept  of 
this  young  horse,  and  ride  him  full- career  to 
conquest  and  honour,  in  the  campaign  against 
the  Turks,  which  was  soon  to  be  opened,  under 
the  command  of  Count  Munich. 

*'  I  could  not,  indeed,  have  received  a  more 
agreeable  present,  nor  a  more  ominous  one  at 
the  opening  of  that  campaign,  in  which  I  made 
my  apprenticeship  as  a  soldier. 
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**  We  took  the  field,  and  had  very  hot  work 
in  the  van  of  the  array,  when  we  drove  the 
Turks  into  Oczakow.  My  spirited  Lithuanian 
had  almost  brought  me  into  a  scrape :  I  had  an 
advanced  fore-post,  and  saw  the  enemy  coming 
against  me  in  a  cloud  of  dust,  >^hich  left  me 
rather  uncertain  about  their  actual  numbers  and 
real  intentions  :  to  wrap  myself  up  in  a  similar 
cloud  was  common  prudence,  but  would  not 
have  much  advanced  my  knowledge,  or  an- 
swered the  end  for  which  I  had  been  sent  out ; 
therefore^  I  let  my  flankers  on  both  wings  spread 
to  the  right  and  left,  and  make  what  dust  they 
could^  and  I  myself  led  on  straight  upon  the 
enemy  to  have  a  nearer  sight  of  them  ;  in  this  I 
was  gratified,  for  they  stood  and  fought,  till, 
forfear  of  my  flankers,  they  began  to  move  off 
rather  disorderly.  This  was  the  moment  to 
fall  upon  them  with  spirit  —  we  broke  thc^n 
entirely,  made  a  (enible  havock  ,amon|[st  thenp, 
and. drove, them  not  only  back  to  a  walled  town 
in  dieir  rear,  but  even  through  it,  co^rary  to 
our  most  sanguine  expeaation*  *     / " 

*^  The  iwifmess  of  my  l4tbv|afua,A,  enabled 
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me  to  be  foremost  in  the  pursuit ;  and  sedng 
the  enemy  fairly  flying  through  the  opposite 
gate^  I  thought  it  would  be  prudent  to  stop  in 
the  market-place,  to  order  the  men  to  rendez- 
vous. I  stopped^  gentlemen ;  but  judge  of  my 
astonishment,  when  in  this  market-place,  I  saw 
not  one  of  my  hussars  about  me !  are  they  scour- 
ing the  other  streets  ?  or  what  is  become  of  them  ? 
they  could  not  be  fair  off,  and  must,  at  ail  events, 
9oon  join  me.  In  that  expectation  I  walked  my 
panting  Lithuanian  to  a  spring  in  this  market- 
place, and  let  him  drink.  He  drank  uncom- 
monly ;  with  an  eagerness  not  to  be  satisfied,  but 
natural  enough,  kr  when  I  looked  round  f)r  my 
men,  what  should  I  see,  gentlemen?  the  hind 
part  of  the  poor  creature's  croup  and  legs  were 
missing,  as  if  he  had  been  cut  In  two,  and  the 
water  ran  out  as  it  came  in,  without  refreshing 
or  doing  him  any  good!  How  it  could  have 
happened  was  quite  a  mystery  to  me,  tin  I  re- 
turned vnth  him  to  the  town  gate.  There  I 
saw,  that  when  I  rushed  in  pelUmell  with  t&e 
flying  enemy,  they  had  dropped  the  port-cuffis, 
unpercdved  by  me,  \trhich  had  totadly  cut  off  his 
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lund  partj  that  still  lay  qmvtring  on  the  out^ 
^de  of  the  gate.  It  would  hate  been  an  itte- 
parable  loss,  had  not  our  farrier  contrived  to 
bring  both  parts  together  white  hot.  He  sewed 
Aetn  up  with  sprigs  and  young  shoots  of  lau- 
rels that  were  at  hand  — the  wound  healed; 
and  what  could  not  have  happened  but  to  so 
glorious  an  horse,  die  sprigs  took  root  in  his 
body,  grew  up,  and  formed  a  bower  over  me ; 
to  that  afterwards,  I  could  go  upon  many  other 
expeditions  in  the  shade  of  my  own  and  my 
horse's  laurels." 

If  any  gentleman  will  say  he  doubts  the 
truth  of  this  story,  I  will  fine  him  a  gallon  of 
brandy,  and  make  him  drink  it  at  one  draught ! 

^^  But  not  to  pin  down  your  fiaith  to  one. 
enormous  fact,''  resumed  my  narrator,  after  he 
had  closed  the  above  account,  —  '^  What  do 
you  say  of  this  ?  day-light  and  powder  were 
spent  one  day  in  a  Polish  forest,''  says  the 
great  author  of  this  great  truth  :  <^  when  I  was 
going  home  a  terrible  bear  made  up  to  me  in 
great  speed,  with  open  mouth  ready  to  fall  upon 
me :  all  my  pockets  were  searched  in  one  in^ 
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Slant  for  powder  and  ball,  but  in  vain — I  found 
nothing  but  two  spare  flints ;  one  I  flung  with 
all  my  might  into  the  monster's  open  jaws,  down 
his  throat.  It  gave  him  pain,  and  made  him 
turn  about,  so  that  I  could  level  the  other  at 
his  back-door,  which,  indeed,  I  did  with  won- 
derful success }  for  it. flew  in,  met  the  first  flint 
in  the  stomach,  struck  fire,  and  blew  up  the 
bear  with  a  terrible  explosion.'' 
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LETTER    X. 


/Vt  the  end  of  all  these  heroic  achievements 
and  magnanimous  medical  facts  or  fancies ;  you 
may,  perhaps^  call  out  like  the  good  man  in 
the  play  to  the  apothecary  for  *'  an  ounce  of 
civet  to  sweeten  the  imagination !"  And>  luckily^ 
in  the  very  instant  that  such  relief  becomes  ex*> 
pedient,  my  sylphiad  friend  and  conespondent 
presents  it  in  the  form  of  a  snow-drop,  which  I 
will  communicate  to  you  as  I  receive  it  fresh- 
dropping  from  the  wing  of  genius.  In  a  word^ 
I  am  this  inscant  fiivoured  with  another  effusion^ 
of  the  virgin  muse,  white  and  unsullied  as  the 
floweret  it  describes;  and  although  it  is  upon 
a  dulling  subject,  it  is  fuU  of  fragrant  promise 
that  the  poetic  blossoms  of  a  spring  so  sweet 
and  genial,  will  expand  and  open  into  an  abun- 
dant and  rich  intellectual  harvest. 

VOL.  II.  I 
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TO  A  SNOW. DROP. 


Poets  still  in  graceful  numbers. 
May  the  glowing  Roses  chusc  ; 

But  the  Snowdrop's  simple  beauty 
Better  suits  an  humble  muse. 

Earliest  bud  that  decks  the  garden. 
Fairest  of  the  fragrant  race,  . 

First- bom  child  of  vernal  Flora, 
Seeking  mild,  thy  lowly  place. 

Though  no  warm,  or  murmuring  zephyr, 
Fan  thy  leaves  with  balmy  wing : 

Pleas'd,  we  hail  thee,  spotless  blossom. 
Herald  of  the  infant  Spring. 

Through  the  cold,  and  chearless  season. 
Soft  thy  tender  form  expands. 

Safe  in  imaspiring  graces. 

Foremost  of  the  bloomy  bands. 
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Whitc-rob*d  flower)  in  lonely  beauty. 
Rising  from  a  wint'ry  bed ; 

Cbilling  winds,  and  blasts  ungenial, 
Rudely  threat*ning  round  thy  head, 

SilvVy  bud,  thy  pensile  foliage. 
Seems  the  ang*ry  blast  to  fear ; 

Yet  secure,  thy  tender  texture 
Ornaments  the  rising  year. 

No  warm  tints,  or  vivid  corring. 
Paints  thy  bells  with  gaudy  pride; 

Mildly  charmed,  we  seek  thy  fragrance 
Where  nq  thorns  insidious  hide. 

*Tis  not  thine,  with  flaunting  beauty. 
To  attract  the  roving  sight ; 

Nature,  from  her  varied  wardrobe 
Chose  thy  vest  of  purest  white^ 

White,  as  falls  the  fleecy  shower, 
Thy  soft  form  in  sweetness  grows  i 

Not  more  fair  the  valley's  treasure, 
Not  more  sweet,  her  Lily  blows. 

Drooping  harbinger  of  Flora, 
Simply  are  thy  blossoms  drest ; 

Artless^  as  the  gentle  virtues, 
Mansioa'd  in  the  blameless  breasti^ 

1^ 
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When  to  pure  and  timid  virtue. 
Friendship  twines  a  votive  wreath, 

0*er  the  fair  select^  garland. 

Thou  thy  perfume  soft  shall  breathe. 
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LETTER   XL 


It  will  naturally  be  expected,  that  in  letters 
written  to  inspire  a  just  idea  of  the  English  na« 
tion^  a  subject  so  important  as  its  politics^  with 
which  the  honour,  the  prosperity,  the  liberty  and 
the  lives,  of  the  people  are  interwoven,  should 
form  a  part.  But  politics  is,  amongst  the  num- 
berless words  in  constant  usage,  very  little  un- 
derstood. 

You  will  not  imagine  I  mean  to  dignify  with 
the  name  of  **  Politics,"  the  common  para- 
graphical or  pamphleteering  effusions  of  the 
moment,  whether  in  favour  of  what  we  call  op- 
position or  ministry.  Nor  will  you  consider 
such  abuse  or  panegyric  as  entitled  to  a  place  in 
our  correspondence. 

It  should  seem,  my  dear  Baron,  that,  notwith- 
standing king  Solomon's  observatiou  in  the  be* 
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ginning  of  history,  and  the  echoes  of  it  frotil 
divine  to  moralist  ever  since^  that  ^^  there  is 
nothing  new  under  the  sun  ;.*'  an  iMPARTiAii 

THINKER    and   WRITER    UPON    NATIONAL   AF- 

FAiRSj  is  yet  to  be  found.  We  ate  even  told 
by  the  most  popular  advocates  of  this  Country^ 
on  either  side,  that  there  is  a  physical  as  well 
as  political  impossibility  of  such  a  character's 
existingi  They  say,  that  a  mati  choosing  his 
party,  can  be  but  of  one  colour ;  and,  that 
although  men  and  measures  may  be  placed  in 
opposition  to  that  colour,  the  hue  first  given 
can  admit  of  no  variation*  What  is  still  more 
extraordinary,  that  colour  is  confined  to  black 
or  white ;  which  you  may  perhaps  tell  me  are 
no  colours  at  all ;  however,  we  must  use  the 
words,  even  the  shadings  of  colour  are  disallow^ 
ed :  this  mutt  be  dark  as  Erebus,  that  fair  ai 
heaven.  Each  party  appropriates  the  white  to 
himself,  and  assigns  the  black  to  his  oppdnent. 
it  is  hence  become  a  poUtical  maxim  of  this 
country,  that  the  friends  you  act  with  cannot 
be  wrong,  and  those  you  act  against  cannot  be 
right.  In  times  of  imminent  danger  an  uniform 
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conduct,  grounded  upon  this  maxim^  cannot 
but  prove  highly  mischievous.  The  spirit  of 
party  ought  to  bend  to  the  public  welfare,  other- 
wise it  is  a  spirit  of  public  destruction.  And 
the  conduct  which  ought  to  be  adopted  for  pro- 
motiBg  the  public  good,  is  generally  more  obvi- 
ous than  the  means  to  unite  parties  in  its  ac- 
complishment. The  people,  however,  in  a 
free  and  enlightened  country,  on  all  momentous 
occasions,  usually  feel  what  is  right;  and  an 

IMPARTIAL  THINKER  and  WRITER  UPON  NA- 
TIONAL AFFAIRS,  would  uot  fail  to  explain 
those  feelings ;  and,  undismayed  by  any  party, 
call  upon  all  the  members  of  the  state,  to  do 
thdr  duty. 

I  readily  admit  that  it  is  very  difficult,  per- 
haps it  is  dangerous,  for  the  links  which  form 
the  grand  political  chains,  one  the  support  of 
ministry,  the  other  of  opposition,  to  be  disunited 
from  the  cause  each  is  to  sustain :  and  ic  may 
require  no  inconsiderable  skill  to  lend  strength 
to  one  another,  even  when  any  of  the  particular 
links  happen  to  connect.  To  quit  the  meta- 
phor ,  men  opposed  to  each  other  may  be  unji- 
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nimous  on  a  given  measure,  and  may  avow  that 
unanimity,  as  has  been  the  case  in  various  in- 
stances of  our  parliamentary  history :  yet,  great 
care  has  usually  been  taken  to  distinguish  the 
concession,  by  the  cogency  of  its  motives,  by 
its  imperious  necessity,  or  by  the  nature  of  the 
motion  itself;  about  which,  indeed,  it  must 
sometimes  be  impossible  for  any  two  rational 
beings  to  differ* 

Remunerations  to  long-tried  and  faithful  ser- 
vants of  the  crown  and  of  the  publick,  have 
seldom  been  opposed :  and  no  man  complains 
of  the  honours  given  to  a  Howe,  a  Duncak,  a 
Nelson,  or  a  St.  Vincent.  It  were,  however, 
to  be  wished  that  instances  of  unanimity  were 
more  common.  If  the  ministry  were  sometimes 
to  adopt  a  salutary  measure  issuing  from  the 
opposition  ;  and  the  opposition  were  sometimes 
to  forget  the  minister  and  approve  the  measure, 
much  general  good  would  result,  and  each  party 
would  acquire  a  greater  degree  of  public  con- 
fidence, and  stronger  pretensions  to  patriotic 
veracity. 

It  b  a  principle,  and  a  vital  principle  of  the 
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constitution,  that  it  should  never  stagnate,  Th€ 
government  of  England,  so  often  compared  to 
a  stately  vessel,  is  in  perpetual  motion ;  and  the 
passengers  in  continual  dread  of  the  abyss  of 
monarchy^  the  quicksands  of  aristocracy,  or  the 
gulph  of  democracy.  Hence  new  parties  are 
constantly  arising,  and  hence  every  Englishman 
is  a  politician.  As,  however,  the  executive 
power  is  necessarily  vested  with  prerogatives  not 
always  definable }  and  the  ministers  of  that  power 
as  necessarily  exercising  those  prerogatives,  the 
constitution  has  wisely  provided  that  they  shall 
not  abuse  them  with  impunity.  The  opposition 
^ifc  every  measure,  and  scrutinize  every  propo- 
sition. The  task  of  the  minister  is  arduous ; 
and  it  is  doubly  so  when  he  dares  to  meditate 
undue  advantages.  But  happily  the  eye  of  the 
Lynx  is  always  upon  him.  He  may  vary  his 
wiles  to  attain  his  objects,  but  he  cannot  escape 
the  attention  of  this  vigilant  observer.  Far  be 
k  from  me  to  express  a  hope  that  this  salut&ry 
guard  should  be  taken  from  the  state ;  or  that 
any  of  our  political  cendnels  should  leave  that 
grand  citadel,   the  British  Constitutioh, 
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undefended.  If,  in  some  instances,  the  fortress' 
has  been  sold  or  betrayed,  in  how  many  more 
has  it  been  rescued  from  tyranny,  in  how  many 
isaved  from  destruction !  —  till,  in  despite  of  the 
natural  infirmities  of  human  bdngs,  and  of  the 
consequent  fallability  of  human  goyernments. 
It  bids  fair  for  immortality. 

Nor  ought  it  to  be  denied,  that  many  of  these 
advantages  are  derived  from  virtuous  opposi- 
tion. An  adherence,  therefore,  to  the  party 
adopted,  is,  with  certain  limitations,  amongst 
not  simply  political,  but  moral,  virtues :  and, 
when  founded  on  principle^  will  necessarily  ge- 
nerate public  friendship  j  which,  like  that  of  a 
more  private  nature,  should  act  up  to  the  ad- 
vice of  the  poet :  — 

^<  The  friends  thou  hast^  and  their  adoption  irud^ 
^<  Grapple  them  to  thy  soul  with  hooks  of  stcel.'^ 

A  party,  who,  in  opposing  the  ministry  hate 
bo  other  motive  than  that  of  the  public  good, 
cannot,  upon  such  principles.  Uniformly  resist 
every  measure  of  the  Administtlatlon.  Ad- 
imtting,  liberally,  on  both  sides,  all  their  perife 
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tf  situation,  and  all  the  honours  of  good  faith 
tn  constituted  bodies^  I  cannot  but  enter  the 
strongest  protest  against  an  inveterate,  a  fre-de- 
termined  opposition  to  general  measures  because 
projected  by  particular  men  ;  and  you  join  me  in 
reprobating  ah  unjust  monopoly  of  the  immacu<> 
late  nvbiiei  and  an  unfair  assignment  of  the  in- 
veterate blacky  in  the  members  which  compos<{ 
either  phalanx. 

Disregarding,  therefore^  the  partialities  of 
men,  and  adverting  only  to  measures,  are  you 
not  fully  impressed  with  the  possibility  of  your 
correspondent  communicating  with  you  as  a 
medium  character  between  the  two  great  poli- 
tical extremes?  do  you  not  feel  that  he  may 
weigh  in  the  balance  of  incorruptible  justice  the 
j>oIitical  pretensions  of  both  parties,  uninflu- 
enced by  either  ?  that  by  the  energy  of  such 
conduct  he  may  steer  between  the  Scylla  and 
Charybdis  of  contending  factions  ;  distinguishing 
the  still  small  voice  of  truth  from  the  outcriesi 
of  prejudice,  or  the  clamours  of  party  ? 

I  am  perfectly  awar6  of  the  difficulty,  perhaps 
of  the  temerity  j  the  more  especially  as  it  is  in- 
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sisted  the  science  of  politics  does  not,  like  acod^ 
of  morality,  or  any  other  system,  allow  the 
GOLDEN  MEAN  to  be  preserved.  No  wonder 
that  we  so  frequently  behold  in  private  life  a 
dereliction,  and  in  public  bodies  a  subversion 
of  that  principle :  passion  and  prejudice  are, 
in  all  situations,  and  under  all  drcumstances^ 
its  constant  and  potent  enemies}  and  in  po« 
litics  we  see  it  continually  superseded  by  per- 
sonal attachment,  and  the  thirst  of  power.  It 
requires  some  resolution,  some  judgment,  and 
some  virtue,  perhaps,  to  guard  against  the  al- 
lurements of  popularity,  and  the  ^sanations  of 
splendid  talents.  I  trust,  however,  that  I  shall, 
in  some  future  division  of  our  correspondence, 
prove  myself  not  wanting  in  the  fortitude^  or  the 
temper,  necessary  to  the  discussion;  and  that 
however  it  may  fail  in  other  respects,  I  shall 
receive  the  suffrages  of  zeal  and  impartiality. 

In  the  part  of  our  intercourse,  which  will  be 
devoted  to  the  politics  of  Great  Britain,  will  be 
attempted  a  comparative  view  of  the  good  and 
evil  arising  from  long  speeches,  brief  retorts, 
and  what  is  called  freedom  of.  debate,  in  Parlia- 
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ment ;  not  forgetting  the  science  of  defence  and 
attack,  with  the  use  and  abuse  of  the  British 
Senator's  broad-sword,  heavy  artillery  or  small 
arms  ;  and  a  treatise  on  what,  collectively  speak- 
ing, is  of  more  "  pith  and  moment*'  than  brief 
retort  or  long  speeches — the  redoubtable  mo- 
nosyllables aye  or  no  —  champions  of  more  com- 
mand and  decision  in  the  warfare  of  the  state 
than  any  other  within  the  walls  of  St.  Stephen 
—yea,  even  than  the  leaders  and  chieftains  of 
the  realm.  Fox,  Sheridan,  and  Pitt — for 
dther  of  these  has  been  upon  bis  legs,  as  it  is  tech- 
nically called,  for  half  a  day  together,  playing 
off  the  artillery  of  wit,  or  oratorical  small  shot 
—or  directing  the  thunder  of  powder  and  more 
grave  arguments,  the  grape-shot  of  the  Senate  — 
against  the  question,  —  one  or  other  of  these 
single  syllables  has  outweighed  the  eloquence  of 
the  wisest  and  ablest  generals  of  the  state.  I 
trust,  therefore,  the  secret  history  of  these 
mighty  heroes,  the  monosyllable  members,  or 
yea  and  no  men,  of  whom  I  have  many  curious 
particulars,  will  not  be  uninstructive  or  unamus- 
ing,  when  I  can  sit  down  to  arrange  and  collate 
their  memoirs. 
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In  the  mean  time,  whatever  may  be  the  ori, 
ginal  defects  of  the  fortress,  which  both  th^ 
ministry  and  the  opposition^  profess  to  guard 
tx  to  defend}  or>  however,  it  may  seem  by 
m^ny  to  want  repairs,  and  by  ^ome  to  be  pulled 
entirely  down,  ^nd  another  to  be  built  up  in  its 
place ;  I  shall  have  no  difEculty  to  prove  to  you 
.  one  great  truth,  which  you  have,  no  doubt, 
read  of  in  a  great  variety  of  our  political  pub- 
lications ;  but  in  none  more  clearly  or  in  better 
expression  could  it  meet  yojir  eye,  than  in  the 
words  pf  the  author  of  an  essay  on  the  ri^e  and 
hll  of  ancient  republics. 

^*  The  British  constitution/*  says  he  *'  as 
^et,tled  at  the  revolution,  is  demonstrably  for 
preferable  tp,  and  better  formed  for  duration, 
than  any  of  the  most  celebrated  republics  of  an- 
tiquity. As  the  executive  power  is  vested  in  a 
single  person,  who  is  deemed  the  first  branch  in 
the  legislature ;  and  as  that  power  is  for  life  and 
hereditary  j  our  constitution  is  neither  liable  to 
those  frequent  convulsions,  which  attended  the 
annual  elections  of  consuls,  nor  to  that  solecism 
in  politics,  two  supreme  heads  of  one  body  for 
life,  and  hereditaiy,  which  was  the  great  defect 
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in  the  Spartan  institution.  As  the  House  of 
Commons^  elected  by  and  out  of  the  body  of 
the  people^  is  vested  with  all  the  power  annexed 
to  the  tribunitial  office  amongst  the  Romans ; 
the  people  enjoy  every  advantage  which  ever 
accrued  to  the  Roman  people  by  that  institution, 
whilst  the  nation  is  secure  from  all  those  cala- 
mitous seditions^  in  which  every  factious  tribune 
could  involve  his  country  at  pleasure.  And  as 
all  our  questions  in  parliament  are  decided  by 
a  majority  of  voices,  we  can  never  be  subject  to 
that  capital  defect  in  the  Carthaginian  consutu- 
tion,  where  the  single  veto  of  one  discontented 
senator  referred  the  decision  of  the  most  impor- 
tant affair  to  a  wrong-headed,  ungovernable  po* 
pulace.  The  House  of  Peers  is  placed  in  the 
middle  of  the  balance,  to  prevent  the  regal 
scale  from  preponderating  to  despotism  or  ty- 
ranny ;  or  the  democratical  to  anarchy  and  its 
consequences.  The  equitable  intent  of  our  laws 
is  plamly  calculated,  like  those  of  Solon,  to  pre- 
serve the  liberty  and  properfy  of  every  indivi- 
dual in  the  community  j  and  to  restrain  alike 
the  richest  and  the  poorest,  the  greatest  and  the 
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meanest,  from  doing  or  suflPering  wrong  from 
each  other." 

This,  my  Friend,  is  the  wise  and  salutary 
plan  of  power  established  at  the  revolution. 
Would  we  always  adhere  steadily  to  it,  and 
preserve  the  just  equilibrium,  as  delivered 
down  to  us  by  our  great  ancestors,  our  consti- 
tution would  remain  firm  and  unshaken  to  the 
end  of  time. 

In  a  former  part  of  this  letter,  my  dear  Baron, 
I  mentioned  to  you  the  names  of  Fox,  Sheridan, 
and  Pitt,  concerning  whose  powers  and  appli- 
cation of  them,  I  have  at  various  opportunities 
made  a  copious  gleaning,  which  i  shall  endea« 
vour  to  make  worthy  of  your  acceptance,  when 
I  have  leisure  to  lead  my  mind  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  mass  as  it  lies  in  my  store  note- 
book. 

In  the  mean  while  I  have  very  lately  had 
under  my  eye  so  just,  close,  and  well-expressed  a 
discrimination  ofthe  talents  of  these  three  great 
men,  in  the  "  Life  of  Edmund  Burke,'*  a  vexy 
valuable  and  generous  composition,  that  I  will 
bring  this  my  introduction  of  political  subjects 
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within  a  shortened  description ;  every  sentence 
of  which,  my  future  remarks  upon  various  im- 
portant motions  I  heard  debated  by  the  parties 
delineated,  will,  I  dare  believe,  very  forcibly 
illustrate  and  confirm. 

**  Among  many  extraordinary  excellencies  In 
the  eloquence  of  Fox  is  his  power  of  simplifica- 
tion. However  intricate  or  complicated  a  sub- 
ject may  be,  he  unravels  and  unfolds  it  so  per- 
fectly as  to  make  it  intelligible  to  the  most  ordi- 
nary hearer.  He  strips  truth  of  every  dress, 
that  from  cither  artifice  or  negligence,  might 
conceal  her  real  form,  and  displays  her  naked 
nerves  and  sinews.  Like  Demosthenes,  the  ex- 
cellence ofhis  speeches  consists  in  essentials  ;  in 
clearly  stating  important  facts,  in  adducing  and 
impressing  forcible  arguments.  His  oradons  are 
addressed  almost  exclusively  to  the  understand- 
ing. In  iniagery  he  frequently  deals ;  but  his 
arc  the  images  of  illustration  more  than  of  em- 
bellishment.  Like  Demosthenes,  he  can  call  in 
humour  and  wit ;  but  they  are  called  in  as  auxi- 
liaries, and  not  suffered  to  act  as  principals.  So 
extensive  and  variegated  is  his  knowledge,  that 
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he  overcomes  professional  men  not  only  in  the 
principles,  for  that,  in  such  a  man  as  Fox,  would 
not  be  surprising,  but  in  the  technical  details  of 
their  peculiar  knowledge.  His  arrangement  is 
evidently  not  studied ;  thoughts  rise  so  rapidly 
in  his  mind  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him 
to  adhere  to  any  pre-conceived  order.  His  dis- 
position is,  however,  the  result  of  a  mind  that 
is  comprehensive,  as  well  as  rapid  and  ener- 
getic :  it  is  sufficiently  luminous  to  convey  to 
his  hearers  the  different  parts  and  relations  of 
the  most  complicated  subjects.  His  style  is 
that  which  a  powerful  understanding  and  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  language,  without 
any  affectation,  produce.  He  courts  neither 
elegance  nor  harmony ;  but  is  not  deficient  in 
those  secondary  qualities.  The  primary  quali- 
ties of  language,  clearness,  force,  and  appropri- 
ation, characterize  his  speeches.  Without  rhe- 
torical flourishes  and  gaudy  ornaments,  his 
language  is  merely  a  vehicle  of  feeling  and 
thought. 

**  One   of  the  chief  excellencies  of  Pitt's 
speeches  is  the  clearness  of  the  arrangement. 
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This  appears  to  result  from  a  comprehensive 
mind  viewing  the  subject  in  all  its  parts  and  re- 
lations, and  disposing  them  in  such  a  way  as, 
from  that  view,  he  perceives,  will  render  them 
most  effectual.  In  clearness  and  comprehensive- 
ness, I  think  he  considerably  resembles  Dr.  Ro- 
bertson. He  completely  finishes  all  that  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  said  on  one  point  before  he  pro- 
ceeds to  another ;  so  as  to  preclude  the  necessity 
of  repetition.  He  makes  his  arguments  bear 
strongly  on  the  question. 

"  The  acuteness  of  Pitt  very  readily  perceives 
a  flaw  in  an  opponent's  argument.  His  elo- 
quence, as  well  as  that  of  Burke  and  Fox,  is 
original.  We  do  not  find  that  it  so  specially 
resembles  that  of  any  other  orator,  ancient  or 
modem,  as  to  give  ground  to  believe  that  he 
has  followed  a  model.  While  closely  attentive 
to  logical  precision,  he  has  not  neglected  rheto- 
rical art.  His  language  is  proper,  elegant,  and 
harmonious.  His  speeches  are  the  result  of  a 
strong,  full,  capacious,  and  well-formed,  mind. 

*'  About  the  same  time  another  member  ap- 
peared on  the  side  of  opposition,  also  displaying 
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talents  very  superior  to  those  of  the  majority  of 
parliamentary  speakers.  Mr.  Sheridan  having 
earned  and  acquired  a  character  by  his  comic 
poetry,  surpassing  that  of  any  writer  since  the 
time  of  Congreve,  came  to  display  in  the  Senate 
a  genius  that  had  procured  him  such  applause 
on  the  theatre.  Penetrating  acuteness  of  dis- 
cernment, fertility  of  invention,  variety,  abun- 
dance, and  brilliancy  of  wit,  force  and  justness 
of  humour,  Sheridan  possesses  above  most  men. 
His  powers  he  directs  with  great  dexterity,  so 
as  to  give  them  all  possible  effect.  He  is  an 
elegant  classical  scholar,  and  has  an  exquisite 
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LETTER  XII. 


It  is  well  that  I  had  pre-detennined  to  re- 
serve all  political  disquisitions  for  a  future  op- 
portunity. I  had  scarcely  made  a  pause  in  this 
thorny  path,  when,  even  as  I  was  turning  out  of 
it,  that  child  of  fancy  and  feeling,  my  Sibyl, 
came  trippingly  in  view.  Imagination  had  now 
given  her  form  and  visibility,  and  a  voice  well 
suited  to  these :  **  Accept,"  sighed  she,  **  a  few 
more  sad  leaves  which  sorrow  has  withered. 
It  is  at  length  permitted  me  to  appear  before 
you.  Alas  !  the  tearful  subjects  I  now  bring 
weigh  heavy  on  them  —  Lo  !  they  seem  but  as 
the  shrivelled  scroll ;  yet  they  once  soothed  a 
wounded  heart,  dropping  on  its  wounds  the 
Muse's  balm.    O,  then,  let  them  mingle  in  the 
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Gleaner's  sheaf.  It  has  been  allowed  me  to  re* 
tain  even  in  my  aerial  state  these  mortal  effa* 
sions.  Yet,  why,  in  this  new  mode  of  being, 
are  they  still  dear  ?  wherefore  do  I  wish  them 
to  be  preserved  from  oblivion?  not  for  their 
poesy,  for  that  is  nothing  worth  in  my  sight ; 
not  from  love  of  fame,  for  even  had  I  a  more 
golden  opinion  of  them  while  I  roamed  in  the 
world  of  mortals,  I  shunned  the  hills  and  shrunk 
into  the  vale,  as  my  proper  sphere,  uninfluenced 
by  that  air-raised  ambition  *— Ah,  no !  it  is  from 
the  love  of  cherishing  the  griefs  which  love  pro^ 
duced,  and  of  knowing  there  is  a  record  of 
them  in  a  world  where  the  same  affections  will 
continue  to  cause  the  same  sensibility  and  sen-- 
sation* — It  is  hence  that  I  desire  to  blend  the 
consciousness  of  what  I  am  with  what  I  was,  as 
I  wing  my  way  through  the  world  of  spirits, 
and  hover  over  the  scenes  of  earth;  for  the 
powers  of  a  Sibyl  are,  in  my  present  state,  united 
to  those  of  a  Sylph." 

If  fancy  did  not  make  me  her  sport,  the  peu 
$pn  of  the  being  was  before  me  while  ^he  spake 
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thus,  and  having  spoken,  she  disappeared,  —  at 
any  rate  here  are  the  rest  of  her  verses,  and 
whoever  has  a  tender  heart  and  a  poetic  ima- 
gination, will  know  how  to  give  them  wel- 
come* 
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To  ♦••♦•♦. 


Oh  !  charm  again  the  frightcn'd  form  of  Peace, 
Now  hov'ring  on  the  wing  to  quit  my  breast ; 

Sooth  as  it  rises  ev'ry  stormy  fear, 

And  steal  composure  from  the  halcyon's  nest. 

Lure  to  ray  dreary  path  one  joy-ting'd  ray. 
Give  but  one  glitt'ring  image  to  my  heart ; 

Invite,  with  syren  sweetness,  Fancy's  aid 
To  bid  these  sombre  visitants  depart ! 

For  oft  array 'd  in  robes  of  darkest  grain, 

0*er  my  sad  bosom  broods  the  fiend.  Despair ; 

Blasting  with  baleful  dew  each  vernal  joy, 
Hope's  genial  hand  once  set  to  flourish  there. 

But  if  nor  love  nor  friendship  can  bestow 
A  talisman  to  charm  this  aching  breast ; 

From  Apathy  alone  I'll  seek  relief. 

And  with  her  torpid  votaries  sink  to  rest. 
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Oh»  thou  dull  Goddess !  hear  thy  suppliant's  prayV, 
O'er  ray  sick  mind  thy  numbing  sceptre  wave ; 

Lull  with  thy  opiates  every  throbbing  sense. 
And  freeze  each  warm  emotion  nature  gave. 

Dry  the  fond  tear  impassion'd  sorrow  pours. 
Till  my  chilPd  bosom  owns  thy  dull  controul ; 

So  shall  I  gain  the  regions  dear  to  Peace, 
And  lose  each  quick  sensation  of  the  soul. 


Digitized 


byGoogle 


1^8  OI.BA1flNOS  m  ENGT.AKDW 


TO   A  FRIEND, 


When  o*cr  my  mind  the  cloud  of  care 

Distills  its  baoeful  dew ; 
And  weaker  gleams  the  torch  of  Hope 

At  every  cheerless  view : 

Then  dieat  in  Pity's  softest  robe. 
Thy  friendship  dries  the  tear ; 

And  Sympathy,  in  Syren  tones. 
Beguiles  each  lingering  fear. 

Protected  by  thy  guardian  love. 
That  cloud  fonakes  my  eye  ; 

The  gathering  gloom  in  softness  breaks. 
And  shews  an  orient  sky. 

CalmM  by  thy  voice,  my  bosom  storms 
Their  restless  waves  compose. 

And  o*er  my  heart  the  dove  of  Peace 
^er  ruffled  pinions  close. 
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A  gentle  train,  by  quiet  led, 

Re*settles  in  my  breast ; 
Again  the  Hgliten'd  form  of  Love 

By  fostVing  Hope  is  drest. 

The  laughing  band  of  festive  mirtb» 

Unmov'd,  I  saw  depart ; 
Too  light  the  giddy  joys  they  boast 

To  reach  the  throbbing  heart. 

Yet  save  n^e  from  the  hydra  form 

Of  dark  presaging  Fear; 
And  when  a  prey  to  sick  suspense 

Do  thou  the  prospect  chear. 

So  ev*ry  grief  which  roars  my  rest 

Shall  soften  at  thy  power ; 
And,  aided  by  thy  friendly  truths 

Shall  gild  each  passing  hour* 
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SONNET. 


Ah  !  why  my  heart  thus  nurse  a  flamei 

Which  Reason  should  remove  ? 
Why  dwells  remembrance  on  a  name 

I  dare  no  longer  love  i 

Yet,  ah  !  the  bands  affection  wove 
Were  twin'd  with  ev'ry  thought ; 

While  Hope  to  guard  the  blossoms  strove. 
Her  fost  ring  sunshine  brought. 

And  still,  though  droops  the  rose  of  Love, 

Its  with'ring  sweets  are  dear  ; 
Nor  can  I  from  this  heart  remove 

The  thorn  that  rankles  there. 

Fond  Mem*ry  cherishes  each  faded  joy. 

And  Passion  spares  what  Reason  should  destroy. 
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ELEGY. 


Oh  !  thou  for  whom  my  bitterest  tears  have  flowM ; 

For  whom  my  martyr'd  heart  each  conflict  prov'd  ; 
Descend  from  regions  Faith  assigns  the  blest. 

And  sooth  the  being  once  so  fondly  lov'd ! 

Ah !  if  e'er  conscious  of  these  grosser  realms, 

Thy  pity  lingers  over  human  woes  ; 
Steal  from  a  Seraph*s  wing  one  temper'd  ray. 

To  gild  the  gloom  Cunstantia's  bosom  knows ! 

Bid  the  known  accents  sound  in  Fancy's  ear,' 
Which  chained  attention  to  the  parting  vow. 

Reclaim  the  wreath  by  sanguine  Passion  twin*d. 
And  take  the  withered  garland  from  my  brow. 

Vain  the  appeal  my  plaintive  numbers  urg*d, 
My  humid  eye-lids  clos'd  in  tearful  care ; 

When  Fancy  caught,  in  dreams,  the  fleeting  wish, 
And  pour'd  in  wilder  energy  the  prayer. 

Sudden,  from  skies  whose  sombre  colours  broke, 
A  cloud- veil'd  phantom  hung  tipon  the  height  — 

Held  to  my  view  a  slow  unfolding  page. 
And  pausM  at  distance  from  my  eager  sight  I 
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The  shadowy  visitant  in  splendid  light 

LeanM  from  the  cloud,  where  glowM  a  thousand  dyes» 
My  Donald^s  figure  seem'd  to  float  in  air. 

And  his  lov'd  features  met  my  grief-stain*d  eyes ! 

Instamt)  to  read  the  heaven- imprinted  scroll. 
In  chasten'd  rapture  I  the  vision  hail'd  i 

Delighted  sprang  to  meet  .the  well-known  form, 
Theui  sunk  in  selfish  grief,  his  change  bewail'd* 

Effulgent  semblance  I  fault'ringly,  I  cried. 
If  to  assuage  my  sorrows  thou  art  come» 
O  nearer  bend  to  earth  thy  gleamy  form, 
'   And  waft  Constantia  to  thy  starry  home ! 

The  guardian  spirit  saw  my  weak  despair. 
Nor  let  his  mission  meet  my  nearer  view ; 

Sigh'd,  in  compassion  to  terrestrial  tears, 

Then^  wrapp'd  in  folding  clouds,  tbit>'  atthtt  flow  I 

Th'  impressive  ima^  sank  upon  my  heart. 
And  its  fond  anguish  own*d  the  new  controu). 

Submission  raisM  her  akar  in  my  breast, 

And  softer  slumbers  o'^  my  senses  stole.  •— « 
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LETTER  xnr. 


Cromer^ 

X  AM  Still,  and  shall  remain  yet  some  weeks, 
atthis  place.  Ic  has  at  length  acquired,  from  my 
habits  of  residence,  the  comfortable  and  inde- 
pendent  ease  of  a  home.  It  answers  a  triple 
good  purpose.  From  its  connection  with  the 
sea,  the  bath  and  beach  supply  what  our  Thonu 
son  has  justly  deemed  '*  the  purest  exercises  of 
health:''  from  its  central  position,  it  extends 
either  the  walk  or  the  ride  to  the  fairest  towns 
and  villages  of  the  country ;  and  having  already 
visited  these  —  and  in  the  letters  of  my  former 
volume,  given  you  descriptions  of  what  appeared 
to  me  most  interesting,  I  have  leisure  from  time 
to  time  to  give  you  my  unbiassed  thoughts, 
and  the  unprejudiced  impressions  of  my  mind 
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and  judgment  upon  various  subjects^  no  less 
characteristic  of  the  English  nation^  and  certainly 
no  less  worthy  the  notice  of  a  foreigner — I 
mean  the  modes  and  manners  of  the  people; 
with  an  account  of  such  of  their  public  institu- 
tions as  may  literally  be  said  to  life  the  laurel- 
crowned  head  of  our  Britannia  above  her 
fellows.  All  enthusiast  as  I  am  to  the  sove- 
reignty of  her  trade,  the  grandeur  of  her  cities, 
the  comfort  of  her  villages,  the  victory  of  her 
armies,  and  the  almost  omnipotency  of  her  fleets, 
I  feel  my  bosom  more  proudly  swell  to  greet 
and  to  recount  her  charities,  the  numberless 
palaces  which  she  has  raised  to  the  unfortunate, 
and  to  whom  pity's  angel  administers,  as  if  bear- 
ing the  commission  of  God  himself,  whatever 
is  expedient  to  their  several  necessities  of  mind, 
body,  or  estate. 

"  Pre-eminent  in  arts,  in  commerce,  and  in 
arms,"  says  an  ingenious  friend,  to  whose  kind 
communications  I  shall  soon  introduce  you, 
**  the  glory  of  Britain  shines  with  superior 
lustre  through  her  discriminating  benevolence. 
In  this  temple  to  the  Deity  her  fame  will  stand 
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recorded  when  the  hand  of  time  shall  have  ob« 
literated  all  other  monuments." 

Upon  my  heart's  favourite  theme,  therefore^ 
*—  a  theme,  in  which  every  other  heart  of  every 
country  will  fly  out  to  meet,  confirm,  and  wel- 
come, every  sentiment  I  can  utter,  of  praise, 
admiration,  and  triumph  —  the  charities  of 
the  English  Nation,  I  enter  with  the  pride  of  a 
citizen,  and  the  loving-kindness  of  a  human 
being,  concerned  in,  and  connected  with,  the 
welfare  of  ^11  mankind.  It  is  here  that  the  brow 
of  our  Britannia  is  raised  above  the  clouds  — 
that  the  crown  of  glory^  radiant  and  cheering 
a$  her  benevolence,  composed  of  sun-beams^ 
seems  to  play  around  her  head  —  and  that, 
if  specks,  or  even  spots,  of  the  darkest  hue 
had  been  discovered  in  her  orb,  miriads  of 
bright  emanations  have  descended  upon  mi* 
riads  of  human  c;|*eatures,  who  have  felt,  and 
are  feeling  still  the  rays  of  her  bounty.  O  what 
of  good  and  great  does  not  that  bounty  effect  ? 
•—ye  wretched !  of  all  characters  and  countries, 
speak  its  blessed  force,  itsblessed  energy  — does 
it  not  dry  the  tears  on  your  cheeks,  heal  the 
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wounds  of  your  bodies  and  your  souls ;  and 
bid  plenty,  even  in  times  of  dearth,  drive  fa* 
mine  from  your  doors  ?  Ye  infants  and  suck- 
Kngs  does  it  not  indeed  foster  ye^  even  whea 
bereaved  of  your  mothers  care>  with  the  milk  of 
human  kindness — does  it  not  line  your  cradles 
with  down  ?  —  ye  youths  of  either  sex  does  it 
not  nourish  ye  to  the  exercise  of  every  healthy 
of  every  virtue?  —  and  ye  of  the  silver  hair> 
does  it  not  form  your  crutches  of  whatever  13 
most  soft?  —  and,  docs  it  not  smooth  your  pil- 
lows even  with  the  tender  hand  of  parent  or 
friend  ?  Is  ic  not  medicine  to  the  sick,  food  to 
the  hungry,  and  consolatioa  to  the  sorrowing  ? 

O  England !  O  my  country !  may  every  Bri- 
ton proudly  ejaculate  on  this,  subject ;  and  that 
without  derogating  from  the  benevolence  of 
other,  lands  —  for  other  lands  will  indeed  unite 
in  and  chorus  the  exclamation !  In  matters  of 
public  bounty,  my  lord  Baron,  we  know  not 
an  alien.  In  the  code  of  our  humanity  we  have 
no  distinct  idea  to  the  name  oi  stranger.  It 
stands  indeed  as  a  word  in  our  dictionaries,  but 
h  Stands  as  a  mere  cf^leiive  in  our  hearts^  and 


Digitized 


by  Google 


aUSANINGS  IK  SNGLAKD*  I47 

and  adimts  not  of  a  cold  circumscribed  inter- 
pretation.  No>  my  Fciend,  they  who  come  to 
u$  from  distant  climes,  from  shores  hostile  tp 
our  owni  if  they  apply  to  the  feelings  of  the  na- 
tbot  on  the  recommendation  of  misfortune, 
ai^y  not  in  vain  —  so  much  the  more  accepir 
able,  it  is  true^  if  their  distress  has  been  the  re- 
sult of  inevitable  events — of  suffering  virtue-^ 
of  good  men  strtiggUng  with  the  storms  of  fate  $ 
but  suffering  vice  has  claimed  and  received  the 
tribute  of  our  compassion  in  their  hour  of  triaL 
The  &mished  have  eaten  our  bread,  and  drank 
from  our  cup^  and  the  naked  have  been  cloatfaed^ 
ifhen  we  have  been  constrained  to  despise  the 
objecu  of  our  pity,  and  when  they  have  even 
contemned  themselves. 

A  tour  of  the  metropolis  of  Great  Britain*-^ 
and  all  our  provincial  cities,  towns  and  villages, 
adopt  the  principle  and  the  practice  of  its  bene- 
ficence—  made  leisurely,  and  with  a  view  to 
ettimate  the  national  bounty,  would  fill  the  bo- 
som of  our  most  inveterate  foe  with  the  pleasure 
iKfhich  necessarily  attaches  to  the  very  sight  of 
good  and  generous  deeds.    And  what  sight  can 
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be  80  gracious  to  the  human  heart  as  that  which 
rescues  human  beings,  a  second  time  as  it  were» 
from  the  dust  of  the  earth.  A  circuit  of  Lon- 
don,  deliberately  taken  by  a  real  philanthropist 
of  any  part  of  the  habitable  world ;  hii  mind's 
eye  intent,  only  on  contemplating  the  crari* 
TIES,  would  occupy  attention  for  a  month ;  at  the 
end  of  which  he  would  return  to  his  own  abode, 
wheresoever  it  might  be  placed,  with  new  and 
enlarged  ideas  of  the  benignity  of  his  species ; 
and  however  multiplied  he  found  mortal  cala- 
mity, he  would  be  satisfied  that  the  means  of 
mitigating  or  removing  it  were  yet  more  nuqie- 
rous.  He  would  discover  that  every  distinct 
disaster  in  the  mighty  catalogue  of  ills,  had  its 
appropriate  palace  and  temple;  that  the  royal 
pavilions  were  surpassed  in  the  splendour  of  ex- 
terior, and  equalled  in  the  comforts  of  internal 
arrangements,  by  the  abodes  of  the  poor  and 
the  unhappy.  And  were  I  solicitous  to  imprctss 
a  prejudiced  observer  upon  our  country,  with 
an  antidote  to  any  poisonous  opinion  concerning 
us,  I  would  only  desire  to  be  his  guide  and  his 
companion  of  a  survey  of  this  kind.  Oh !  it  would 
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be  a  proud  walk»  my  Friend^  and  its  history 
would  live  ibr  ever  in  the  mind  and  memory  of 
my  associate ! 

With  what  joy  should  I.  conduct  you,  Ba- 
roDy  in  this  round  of  loving-kindness^  from 
one  noble  institution  to  another;  giving  your, 
throbbing  heart  a  pause  that  you  might  the 
more  amply  take  in  the  whole  scope  of  our  be- 
nevolence !  How  would  it  touch  me  to  observe 
your  affections  kindle  in  your  cheeks,  and  your 
eyes  do  us  homage  by  the  sweet  and  silent  in- 
cense of  tears^  as  you  surveyed  the  almost  incal- 
culable objects  for  whom  public  pity  has  pro* 
vided.  Mine  would  be  the  blessed  office  to 
shew  you  the  late  unacknowledged  babes  of  the 
isle  fostered  at  the  bosom  of  their  mother  coun- 
try, whose  cradle  is  as  soft,  and  whose  milk,  the 
milk  of  human  kindness,  is  as  sweet  as  that  with 
which  NataT:e  supplied  the  cruel  bosom  that  de«> 
nied  to.  give  them  suck,  Thence  should  I  lead 
yon  to  the  iifanU  tftbe  fublic^  in  their  second 
stage  of  protection;  a  host  of  future  grateful 
citizens,  either  intent  on  their  studies,  or  busied 
iv  (heir  .occupations ;  — and  thus  progressively 
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should  we  go  on  in  our  career,  perceiving  the 
fiberal  hand  of  national  wisdom  and  mercy  out- 
stretched to  all  orders,  conditions,  and  ages, 
from  the  first  to  the  latest  respiration  of  life— 
the  very  offspring  of  robbers  and  assassins>  and 
even  the  criminal  children  themselves,  are  not 
struck  from  the  cddc  of  our  benevolence! 

In  a  beautiful  oration  which  was  delivered 
many  years  ago  at  one  of  our  universities,  but 
has  never  been  made  public,  and  which  a  friend 
of  the  author's  has  commitnicated  to  me,  wkh 
permission  to  use  such  pat^ges  as  may  apply, 
ihe  orator  took  occasion  to  observe,  that,  the 
gvcdX  motives  of  chamy  are  *'  to  reform  the  dU- 
soittce,  to  strengthen  die  sinews  of  lionest  in- 
dustry, to  aA\  forth  the  young  inu>«uai«ie  lifir, 
to  support  such  ^s  are  already  eng^cdd  in  it^  or 
to  provide  a  retreat  for  those,  wiio  hav«e'  per- 
formied  a  laudable  pare  on  the  theatre  of  a€ti6a«V 
Thii  is  at  once  the  most  correct  and  cMictse  defi« 
nition  I  have  ever  read  $  and  ^imoag^tJie  ^kyaw 
important  of  these,  and  the  tme,  therefoi"^  mort 
worthy  to  take  the  lead,  is  that  which  opens  Its  in- 
dulg^tarms  to  receive  the  zhiUirtn<£fftegiimiUy  ; 
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xivfaoj  but  for  this  hospitable  retreat,  might  be 
•acrificed  to  a  principle  of  guilty  shame,  and  bar* 
barously  perish,  even  by  maternal  bands. 

Turn  we  to  that  mansion  where  human  rea^ 
son  lies  in  ruins.  Who  that  contemplates  the 
various  forms  of  insanity  which  are  here  o£Fered 
to  his  view ;  the  incoherent  levity  of  one»  the 
sedate  melancholy  of  another,  and  the  distracted 
madness  of  a  third,  but  loses  every  thought  of 
arrogance  in  the  dismal  speculation,  and  de* 
parts,  awefully  convinced  on  how  precarious 
a  tenure  man  holds  his  boasted  characteristic. 
How  soon,  alas !  may  that  ray  of  the  Divinity, 
which  plays  upon  the  brightest  uaderstanding, 
be  intercepted  by  some  shadowing  cloud !  Nay, 
such  is  the  lot  of  humanity,  that  the  finest  rea« 
son  is  most  exposed  to  this  dreadful  reverse  of 
folly.  Indeed  the  niost  extraordinary  flights 
of  the  mind  are  subservient  to  the  mechanism  of 
die  body ;  and  that  composition  of  nerves  and 
spirits,  which  though  it  may  not  originally  di- 
versify  souls,  is  yet  observed  to  be  most  deli- 
cate in  the  sublimest  intellects,  may,  therefore, 
in  these  be  most  easily  discomposed  :  as  in  the 
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nicest  machine,  that  subtle  adjustment  which 
constitutes  its  excellence  renders  it  more  liable 
to  obstruction. 

Before  I  leave  the  consideration  of  these  more 
peculiar  provisions  for  distress,  I  cannot  help 
specifying  those  *two  noble  structures,  of  royal 
munificence,  which  receive  under  their  roof  the 
hardy  instruments  of  national  fame  and  prospe-^ 
rity,  the  superannuated  soldier  and  seaman  ; 
affording,  with  the  greatest  propriety,  a  retreat 
for  the  old  age  of  those,  whose  active  season  of 
life  has  been  spent  in  the  acquisition  of  public 
advantages.  It  was  doubtless  an  unpleasing 
sight,  to  behold  the  mutilated  veteran,  after  a 
life  of  toil  and  intrepidity,  unfeelingly  aban? 
doned  to  extreme  penury,  and  wandering  in 
quest  of  a  precarious  subsistence.  How  repug- 
nant was  it,  not  only  to  humanity,  but  even  to 
common  justice,  that,  whilst  the  conquests  ac<r 
quired  by  their  bravery  gave  opulence  to  the 
merchant,  and  luxuries  to  the  great,  the  humble 


r=5P= 


^  The  hptpltak  of  Greenwich  and  Chelsea. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


OLEANINOS  IN  ENGLAKB,  1 53 

ebtainers  of  these  advantages  should  be  left  dei* 
ticute  of  every  eomfort,  even  though  by  obtain- 
ing them  for  others,  they  were  rendered  incapable 
of  ministering  to  their  own  support !  Such  are  the 
more  peculiar  institutions,  calculated  to  relieve 
some  singular  species  of  misfortune.  There 
are  yet  others  of  a  more  diffusive  nature,  whose 
general  object  are  the  distresses  of  the  subordi- 
nate  part  of  mankind.  * 

It  is  the  excellence  of  these  institutions,  that 

they  are  founded  on  that  useful  principle,  which 

considers  the  industry  of  the  poor  as  the  sinews 

of  a  commonwealth ;  and  that  true  charity  is 

not  that  which  supersedes    their  labour,   but 

whkh  makes  it  the  necessary  instrument  of  their 

support.  But  should  they  at  any  time  be  oppressed 

by  some  more  severe  misfortune,  from  which 

they  are  incapable  of  extricating  themselves  by 

their   own  assistance;  then,  and  then  only  is 

the  interesting  moment  fqr  liberality  to  step 

in  to  their  aid.      There  is  a  demand  upon  afr 

flaence  to  part  with  its  superfluities,  when  the 

needy  peasant,  or  laborious  mechanic,  on  whose 

daily  services  depend,  perhaps  not  only  his  owp 
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support)  but  the  happmess  also  of  a  domestic 
society,  vho  are  immediately  connected  with 
him;  and  when  such  a  one  is  attacked  with 
disease^  or  disabled  by  accident.  His  fortune, 
perhaps,  has  placed  him  where  gold  alone  can 
purchase  the  aid  of  medicine ;  where  a  merce- 
nary practitioner  was  never  influenced  by  motives 
of  ungifted  sympathy  to  reach  out  a  generous 
disinterested  Relp ;  and  where  that  dernier  re- 
port —  the  relief  of  a  parish  —  is  dealt  out  in  por- 
tions too  scanty  to  be  serviceable,  and  even  that 
small  allowance  without  a  hearty  good-will. 
This  circumstance  may  induce  a  person  of  an 
independant  tarn  of  mind,  to  languish  at  home 
in  silent  misery,  rather  than  soUcit  the  assist^ 
ance  which  he  knows  will  be  unwillingly  granted* 
These  are  very  important  events  in  the  life  of 
a  poor  man,  which  the  rather  merit  compassion 
as  they  are  not  the  consequences  of  pampered 
luxury,  but  the  unavoidable  inflictions  of  Pro- 
vidence. 

But  it  is  with  pleasure  that  the  humane  mind 
beholds    these  distressing  circumstances   in  a 
great  measure  removed  by  those  numerous  in- 
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firmaries^  which,  through  the  munificence  of 
▼arioos  persons,  have  not  only  been  erected  in 
(he  metrq>olis,  but  are  variously  dispersed 
through  the  kingdom.  By  these  institutions, 
the  patient  will  avoid  those  chicaneries  of  medi* 
cine  that  might  otherwise  be  sometimes  adopted, 
as  the  interest  of  his  physician  depends  not  on 
procrastinating  his  cure :  nor  will  those  of  mo- 
derate fortune  be  oppressed  by  furnishing  this 
necessary  espence,  (which  would  unavoidably 
happen  in  parochial  contributions)  since  the 
whole  thereof  is  properly  transferred  to  those 
ijrho  are  not  sensible  of  the  weight  of  it.  Glc 
rioos  the  sight,  when  those  on  whom  fortune 
has  indulgently  smiled  are  not  more  distin- 
gmshed  by  then-  rank  and  affluence  than  ^by 
the  benevolence  of  their  minds,  and  who,  blest 
with  the  power  of  communicating  happiness, 
are  laudably  zeUlous  to  display  that  power ! 

It  must  be  a  grateful  reflection  to  the  gfene- 
itHis  promoters  of  these  benefactions,  that  they 
^11  pn!»pagate  religion  as  well  as  health.  The 
svpetior  opportunities  of  instruction,  which  the 
padeu  here  ebjoys,  and  die  favourable  moments 
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of  affliction,  will  conspire  to  imprint  upon  hit 
mind  those  notions  of  piety,  which,  either  in  the 
security  of  health  he  overlooked,  or  perhaps, 
amidst  the  ignorance  of  common  life>  he  had 
never  the  means  of  acquiring. 

Such  and  so  great  are  the  benefits  that  result, 
from  nurseries  of  health  to  those,  for  whose 
sake  they  are  more  immediately  constituted. 
But  very  considerable  are  the  more  remote  ad- 
vantages  that  flow  from  them;  and  most  extend- 
ed is  their  utility,  considered  as  seminaries  of 
medical  knowledge.  Where  shall  the  youn^ 
disciple  of  Hippocrates  better  confirm  bis  theory 
than  amidst  this  multiplicity  of  disorders  f  where 
divest  himself  more  easily  of  that  timidity,  so. 
detrimental  in  practice,  than,  by  being  daily  ha** 
bituated  to  scenes  of  such  coi^plicated  distress  f 
From  these  academies,  as  I  may  (^tll  them,  of 
experhnefaal  physic,  thus  furnished  with  practi> 
cai  skill,  thus  fortified  with  courage  to  display 
ibat  skil!>  numbers  are  continually  issuing  forth; 
to  convey  the  powers  of  healing  and  medicine 
to  the  remotest  comers  of  the  kingdom:  so 
that  in  the  nauonjd  ^  well  as  i^tural  body^ 
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the  curtent  o(  health,  which  is  discharged  from 
these  fountains  as  from  the  heart,  not  only  re- 
freshes with  its  salutary  stream,  those  parts  to 
which  it  is  more  Immediately  conducted,,  but  is 
also  coilaterally  diffused  to  the  most  distant 
branches  of  the  whole  system. 

What  a  view  of  the  tenderness,  the  goodness, 
of  a  nation  does  the  collective  body  of  this  evi« 
dence  present  to  the  human  feelings ! 

But  this  lovely  subject,  the  just^/^ry  *,  but  not 
the  ostentation^  of  our  country,  and  concerning 
which  I  write  with  the  mingled  emotions  of  a 
patriot  and  a  philanthropist,  shall  be  resumed 
but  not  concluded  in  my  next  letter,  as  I  deem 
it  the  centre  jewel  in  the  crown  of  our  island. 

My  Friend,  ferewell. 


*  One  of  tbe  bnghtest  rays  of  which  emanates  firom 
the  pHiLAMTHaopic  Society,  instituted  for  the  prevention 
of  cnmesby  the  admission  of  the  ofiFspring  of  convicts  and 
reform  of  criminal  poor  children  —  the  great  object  of  this 
bounty  u  to  unite  the  purposes  of  charity  with  those  of  in- 
duitry  and  police.  The  annexed  account  is  as  true  as  it  is 
interesting,  and  at  the  knowledge  of  it'goet  to  the  honour  of 
tbe  country  I  am  describings  I  am  proud  to  contribute  to 
itt  publicity  by  inserting  some  authentic  particulars. 
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AmoDg  the  calaaalief  td  which  the  childfcn  of  indigeit 
parents  are  ezpoeed,  the  want  of  mond  and  religious  instnic- 
tiony  with  early  habits  of  industry,  is  the  most  to  be  laments 
cd|  such  wretched  objects  »re  not  only  suljected  to  the 
temptations  attendant  upon  poverty »  but  are  without  the 
disposition  and  ability  to  gain  an  honest  livelihood.  When 
to  these  circumstances  are  added  the  baneful  example  of 
parents,  whose  crimes  have  subjected  them  to  banishment,  or 
an  ignominious  death,  the  condition  of  such  children  is  truly 
deplorable)  and  demands  the  benevolence  of  the  christian^ 
the  interference  of  the  statesman,  and  the  exertions  of  the 
patriot. 

There  are  no  reflecting  minds,  or  feeling  heartii  b)it 
must  have  frequently  lamented  the  fatal  depravity  which 
pervades  the  lower  classes  of  the  people,  especially  m  the 
more  pc^ulous  parts  of  this  kingdom ;  and  there  are  few  who 
have  not,  at  one  time  or  other,  trembled  for  their  own 
safety  in  consequence  of  this  depravity. 

With  the  increase  of  crimes  our  penal  Ui'mt  have  muhi-^ 
plied ;  but  whQe  it  is  obvious  that  to  prevent  crimes  is  better 
than  to  punish  them ;  and  while  every  humane  person  must 
Tiew  with  the  deepest  compassion  and  regret  the  numbers 
which  are  annually  swept  away  by  banishment,  or  consigned 
to  an  ignominious  death,  it  is  worthy  of  observation,  that 
previous  to  this  institution,  the  proper  remedy  for  these  dis- 
orders had  not  been  adverted  to,  nor  any  pUn  of  preventive 
police  so  much  as  projected* 

No  nation  has  been  more  distinguished  than  Great 
Britain,  for  its  various  and  excellent  charities.  •»  The  truth, 
however  is,  that  most  of  our  charitable  institutions  have 
confined  their  beneficence  to  the  duennng^  but  unfortunate 
part  of  the  community ;  whiht  the  offspring  of  the  vicious 
and  dishonest  have  been  unhappily  involved  in  the  guilt  of 
their  parents.  Those  who  have  viobted  the  laws  in  any 
insunce  have  been  excluded  from  society,  or  at  kast  hate 
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been  treated  with  extreme  severity  when  received  again 
within  iu  protection ;  acd  before  this  inuitution»  no  auylum 
was  ever  opened  for  the  repentiog  culprit,  where  the  wanderer 
might  be  recalled  from  the  error  of  his  way*  not  by  harsh 
and  cruel  treatment,  but  by  gentleness  and  kindness ;.  where 
he  might  prove  the  excellence  and  benefits  of  virtue,  and 
contemplate  her  no  longer  under  an  austere  and  threatening 
aspect ;  where,  by  his  own  industr)',  he  might  contribute  to 
his  own  subsistence,  and  be  no  longer  under  the  necessity 
of  stealing  for  bread*.  It  is  the  peculiar  characteristic  of 
this  Society,  to  continue  its  care  and  attention  till  its  objects 
have  attained  to  such  a  mature  age^  as  to  be  able  to  think 
and  act  for  themselves,  and  have  acquired  such  habits  as 
win  probably  ensure  their  future  good  conduct  through  life. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that  of  the  multitudes  who  fall 
victims  to  the  violated  laws  of  their  country,  the  majority 
are  trained  and  educated  by  experienced  thieves,  in  a  course 
of  dishonesty,  and  are  as  regularly  brought  up  to  this  Wiiy 
of  life,  as  other  persons  are  to  common  trades  and  professions. 
Heoce  their  dexterity  and  adroitness  in  all  the  departments  of 
this  dangerous  system ;  hence  their  union  with  each  other, 
which  renders  their  attempts  so  much  the  more  formidable  \ 
which  frequently  eludel  the  pursuit  of  justice,  and  even  inti- 
midates those  who  see  the  wrong  publicly  committed. 

To  break  the  chain  of  these  pernicious  confederacles» 
and  to  cut  off  all  their  supplies*  is  the  intention  of  the  Phi« 
lanthropic  Society,  which  aims  at  the  prenxnti&n  of  crimes,  by 
removing  out  of  the  way  of  evil  counsel  and  example^  those 
children,  whose  destruction,  without  their  assistance^  would 
be  inevitable. 

la  order  to  carry  into  effect  these  desirable  purposes^ 
the  doors  of  the  Reform  have  been  thrown  open  for  the  re* 


*  Th/ut  onfertunaK  chikUcnarc  frcqutatlf /«rr«/oa  dcsjMratc  course t^ 
wii^  blMted  rtputations,  with  dangcroas  conoexioos,  and  coming  from 
ittspicious  placcf^  what  private  family  will  open  a  door  (o  receive  them  > 
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cq)tioir  of  the  infant  offspring  of  eonnnctid felons ;  for  although 
such  children  may  not  have  begun  as  yet  the  cnminal  prac* 
tices  of  their  profligate  parents,  yet  it  is  to  be  feared,  th€ 
pernicious  sentiments  and  prindples  imbibed  from  those  pa* 
rents,  and  their  wretched  connexions,  will  operate  so  forcibly 
on  their  youthful  minds,  as  to  render  them  more  open  to 
temptation  than  the  children  of  parents  of  an  opposite 
description. 

**  Another  class  still  more  wretched,  and  the  next  object 
of  this  institution,  are  those  who  have  already  commenced 
their  criminal  course  by  the  commission  of  pftty  thefts^  or 
fraudulent  practices f  and,  in  consequence  of  detection,  have 
been  brought  before  a  magistrate  and  discharged  for  want 
of  legal  evidence  to  produce  conviction,  although  no  doubt 
remained  of  their  actual  guilt :  also  those  who  have  been 
tried  and  convicted ;  but  by  reason  of  their  tender  years,  or 
some  other  mitigating  circumstance,  are  recommended  by 
the  jndges  of  assize,  or  other  magistrates,  before  whom  such 
trial  took  place.  Such  recommendations  are  particularly 
attended  to  by  the  Committee. 

•«  For  the  employment  of  the  children,  buildings  have 
been  erected  with  suitable  workshops,  &c.  in  St.  George's 
Fields,  called  "  The  Philanthropic  Reform.'*  In  this  Re- 
form, under  the  direction  of  the  several  master  workmen^  are 
carried  on  the  trades  of  a  Printer,  Shoemaker,  Taylor, 
Ropemaker  and  Twinespinner ;  to  one  or  other  of  which  the 
boys  are  apprenticed,  carrfully  instrueted,  and  excited  to 
industry  by  rewards  that  bear  a  proportion  to  their  exertions. 
The  girls  are  educated  as  menial  servants,  and  have  other- 
wise abundant  employment  in  washing  the  linen,  making 
their  own  doathing,  shirts  for  the  boys,  &c.  Several  of 
them  have  been  placed  out  in  senrice,  and,  upon  producing 
testimonials  of  their  good  behaviour,  have  received  the  re- 
wards which  the  committee  have  thought  it  right  to  hold 
out  for  their  encouragement.  A  steward  residt s  upon  the 
spot  to  keep  the  accounts,  distribute  the  provisions,  &c.  and 
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ite  w&olc  18  under  the  care  of  a  superiotendanty  also  resi- 
dent on  the  spot,  who  sees  that  the  master  tradesmen  do 
their  duty,  and  that  the  children  conduct  themaehes  properly 
in  erery  re^ct. 

**  The  important  task  of  inculcating  religion  and  morals 
is  sUsigned  to  the  Sckiety's  chaplain ;  and  the  children  are 
supplied  with  such  books  as  are  L'kely  to  promote  those 
^utary  ends. 

**  The  Society  id  linder  the  direction  of  a  president^ 
twelve  tice-president^»  a  treasurer,  and  a  committee  of 
twedty-fdur  goTcmori,  chosen  bjr  the  Society  at  large.  Be- 
sides these,  there  are  four  Tisitofs  chosen  annually,  and  three 
auditors  of  accounts,  the  nature  of  whose  respective  offices 
will  be  better  lindentood  by  refcfriiiig  to  thd  lawi  and  regu* 
lations. 

«•  The  committee  meet  ctcry  Friday  at  twelve  o'dock, 
precisely,  at  the  St.  Paul's  Coffee-houtoi  in  St.  Paul's  Church- 
yard. It  is  open  to  any  governbr  who  may  be  desirous  of 
witnessing  iu  proceedings,  or  of  piopostng  any  thing  fo^  the 
benefit  of  the  instituti^m 

*'  Quarterly  general  meetings  also^  whefe  every  governor 
may  attend  and  voir,  are  held  at  the  same  placfc,  on  the  first 
Fridays  in  March,  June,  September,  and  December. 

••  A  sub-committee  meet  every  Monday  at  the  Reform^ 
to  examine  the  progress  of  the  difierent  trades^  to  suggesc 
the  means  of  farther  improving  the  resources  of  the  institu- 
tion, to  adopt  plans  of  economy^  and  to  superintend  the 
internal  regulation  of  the  Reform.  The  coHcctors  once  « 
fortnigbt  report  to  thb  sub-coramittee  suck  sums  as  they 
may  have  received. 

^  The  whole  number  of  children  of  both  sexes  that  have 
been  received  by  the  Society  amount  to  376,  and  the  num- 
ber now  in  tht  Reforto  is  151.  Among  these  were  many, 
whOf  though  young  in  years,  were  yet  old  in  iniquity.  Thete 
lie  amongst  them  boys  who  have  been  guilty  of  felonies^ 
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burglaries,  and  other  crimes ;  yet,  singular  as  it  may  appcaf» 
these  very  children  are  now  become  no  less  remarkable  for 
industry,  decency,  and  obedience,  than  they  formerly  were 
for  the  opposite  vices.  Their  diligence  in  their  several  em- 
ployments, virill  be  best  estimated  by  the  annexed  statement 
of  the  profits  of  their  labour,  which  are  appropriated  towards 
the  support  of  the  institution. 

*'  Till  after  scveri  years  (the  usual  term  of  appre(iticeship) 
had  elipsed,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  any  tuccession  of 
objects  would  take  place  to  make  room  for  others ;  but  at 
the  anniversary  in  April  1796,  we^^e  exhibited  \\it /rjt  fruits 
of  this  noble  institution,  vi\i€Xi  four  young  men^  who  had  coqa- 
pletcd  their  term  of  servitude  within  the  Reform^  were  pre- 
sented to  a  very  numerous  and  respectable  assembly,  rege- 
tieratcd  in  their  morals,  complete  masters  of  their  business, 
and  Uieful  members  of  society.     Others,   in  a  similar'  way, 
have  antiuaHy  gone  forth  into  the  world  with  character  and 
abilities  to  acquire  their  own  livelihood;  and  at  this  time 
there  are  now  serving  their  apprenticeships  to  the   masters 
within  the  Reform,  no  lass  than  54  boys,  who,  there  is  every 
reason  to  expect,  will  go  out  under  the  same  advantages. 
Several  also  have  had  tlieir  indentureflf  assigned  over  to  mis- 
ters without  the  Reform,  who  have  applied  for  them,  and 
continue  to  express  satisfaction  With  their  behavtour^ 

**  In  order  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  inittttrtion  to  a 
still  greater  mimbcr  of  objects  than  the  funds  will  enable 
them  to  maintain  within  the  Reform,  the  com mtt tec  endea- 
vour to  obtain, masters  out  of  the  Reform  for  those  bdys  that 
have  become  entitled  to  good  character?,  by  paying  an  an- 
nual sum  with  each  for  the  two  or  three  first  years  ef  their 
apprenticeship  ;  and  propose  to  distribute  rewards  ta  such  of 
those  boys  who  behave  well,  either  at  the  end  of  tlieir  fieveral 
apprenticeships,  or  at  any  intermediate  periods,   \^b«n  they 
appear  to  merit  them.     And  they  continue  the  protection  of 
tl>e  Society  to  all  boys  so  placed  out,  putting  each  of  them 
under  \}^%  gmr^&anship  of  some  cm  of  the  committee^  or  |;<w 
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tcmor  of  tlie  Society,  whose  resideace  ncaf  the  toy  and  hit 
matter  may  enable  him  to  watch  over  the  conduct  of  each 
towards  the  other. 

**  Such  arc  the  grounds  on  which  the  Phiknthropid  So^ 
ciety  ciaia  the  attention  and  soUcit  the  patronage  of  the 
public. 

^  If  we  regard  hmUinity  aid  rel^ioA,  this  inttitution 
opens  an  asylum  t«  the  most  forlorn  of  the  human  racev  It 
befriends  ihe  most  friendless.  It  saves  the  lives  of  a  number 
otarplmMZMd  dteertfid  chiMxai,  and  eodeavDtto  u>  stiaie 
their  souls  from  perdition. . 

**  rf  we  "regard  national  prosperity,  and  the  public  welfare, 
it  ii  alvuiated  to  increase  indintry,  and  it  dinseta  that  ii»- 
dustry  in  the  most  useful  and  necessary  channels. 

"  If  we  regard  self-interest,  its  immediate  object  is  to 
protect  our  pcfaoas  from. aaBiflt  and mnrdcr*  aodour  pro^ 
perty  from  depredation ;  that  our  wealth  may  not  endanger 
our  liv^s,  our  repose  be  interrupted  bjr  thiCVetf,  nor  our 
dwclH^gs  esi^otfid  to  th^dofpfj^atc  dcvgot  of  midn%hl  incc»* 
dianes." 
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P.  S.  — For  a  description  of  the  children  that 
hatve  been  taken  into  this  noble  Reform^  and  for 
various  particulars  of  the, laws  and  regulations 
by  wWch  the  Society  are  governed,  you  will  be 
referred^  when  you  \^isit  the  charity,  not  only 
to  tvrrftten,  but  fespectabfe  oral  tesdmony ;  and, 
as  your  eyes  traverse  as. mine  have  doiie,  the  se- 
veral warehouses  of  the  little  traders,  they  will 
fill  with  many  a  generous  drop  of  pity,  lovii^« 
kindness  and  admiration  j  and  you  will  quit  the 
scene  not  without  an  indelible  impression  to  the 
honour  of  a  nation  who  has  thus  liberally  en- 
deavoured to  prevent  the  sins  of  the  fathers  from 
being  visited  on  the  children. 

*'  Let  us  only  reflect**  says  a  feeling  writer 
•*  on  that  variety  of  distempers  to  which  poverty 
is  exposed,  without  the  means  of  relief.  And  in 
this  view  what  objects  of  compassion  present 
themselves  before  us  ?  objects  which  must  awe 
the  pride  of  man,  and  awaken  his  tenderness.—* 

**  Numbers  of  all  diseased,  all  maladies, 
Of  ghastly  spasm,  or  raciung  torture,  ^alms 
Of  heart-sick  agony,  all  (ev'rous  kinds, 
Convulsions,  epilepsies,  fierce  catarrhs^ 
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,      Intestine  stone  and  ulcer,  colic  pangs. 
Demoniac  phrenzy,  moping  melancholy 
And  moon-struck  madness,  pining  atrophy, 
Marasmus,  and  wide-wasting  pestilence, 
Dropsies  and  asthmas,  and  joint-racking  rheums.** 

To  meet  this  tremendous  catalogue  of  hu- 
man ills,  a  spirit  of  charity  has  diffused  itself 
amongst  all  ranks  of  people  —  amongst  our 
merchants,  our  lawgivers,  and  our  nobles.  The 
liberality  of  our  fore-fathers  is  at  least  equalled, 
and  their  wisdom  in  choosing  objects  of  that  liber- 
ality much  surpassed.  But  I  will  bring  this 
lovely  theme  to  a  pause,  till  we  come  to  our 
v^st  metropolis,  where  almost  every  species  of 
distress  has  been  considered,  pitied,  and  re- 
lieved. 

Meanwhile,  we  will  suspend  the  subject  by 
relating  an  interesting  circumstance  which  re- 
cently happened  at  one  of  the  noblest  of  our 
institutions,  called  *'  The  Foundling  Hospital/* 

A  boy  and  girl  who  had  been  admitted  rather 
later  than  the  usual  period,  after  btving  been 
some  months  in  the  place,  met,  and  knew  each 
other  to  be  brother  and  sister.    The  agony  of 
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joy  at  this  recognition  is  not  to  be  exprcfiscd. 
The  governors,  with  the  humanity  which  pe- 
culiarly marks  the  conduct  of  that  excellent 
institution,  ordered  Aat  every  possible  ihdul* 
gence  should  be  shewn  to  them,  and  that  they 
should  be  sufEbred  to  see  each  other  every  day, 
in  order  to  confirm  that  sense  of  kindness,  from 
which,  otherwise,  they  would  most  probably 
have  been  for  ever  excluded. 

I  thank  you  for  the  anecdote  of  the  Ring'* 
dove,  and  shall  endeavour  to  make  a  return  in 
kind  by  the  following  verses,  the  fruit  of  a  morn^ 
ing  visit  from  my  Muse,  in  consequence  of  re* 
hearsing  to  her  the  circumstances  which  ?up-^ 
plied  the  idea. 
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THE    DOVE. 


It  IS  said  that  a  pigeon  applied  warm  to  the 
stomach  of  children  in  some  dangerous  maladies, 
will  attract  the  disease,  and  with  the  loss  of  its 
own,  save  the  infant's  life.  A  recent  fact  of 
this  kind  lately  appeared  in  one  of  the  public 
prints  :  —  A  beautiful  baby  appeared  to  be 
suffering  the  pains  of  death.  Its  wretched  pa- 
rent,  after  many  useless  tears,  had  recourse  to 
a  dove  :  the  breast  was  stripped  of  its  featheis, 
and  thus  bared,  placed  upon  the  breast  of  the 
child.  By  degrees,  the  infant  recovered  j  while 
the  bird,  receiving  the  disease,  expired  in 
agonies. 

The  Bard  has  told  us,  God  of  Love ! 
Thy  favVitc  sister  is  the  Dove  ; 
And  oft  Love's  Sister  has  been  styl'd 
By  Sympathy,  sweet  Pity's  child. 
Ah !  who  can  wonder  then  she  gave 
Herself  a  sacrifice,  to  save 
The  cradled  innocent,  whose  breath 
Was  pur«ha$'d  by  thy  sister's  death  ? 
M  4 


Digitized 


by  Google 


1 6^  QX.EANIKGS  IN  £NG|.AND| 

The  babe,  she  to  her  bosom  pressM, 
Transferr'4  its  an^^uisji  to  hetc  brpast } 
There  it  respired  on  Pity's  throne, 
And  all  the  agony  her  own. 

Hail,  sacred  bird  !  this  act  shall  provp 
Thy  kindred  to  that  mystic  Dove ; 
Whose  pinions  mingle  in  the  rays 
Where  dazzled  cherubs  scarcely  gaze  1 
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I  OUR  fevour  by  the  mail  is  infijixtelj  wd» 
come  to  me.  I  had  begmi  to  chide,  not  only 
the  winds  and  waves  but  the  skies  themselves; 
all  of  which  I  considered  as  accessaries  in  the  dis^ 
appointment  of  my  heart.  The  emotions,  while 
^pecting  the  post,  and  the  interval  betwixt  his 
arrival  in  the  street  where  you  reside,  and  Ids 
summons  at  your  door,  are  scarcely  to  be  con^ 
jectured  but  by  minds  of  real  sensibility,  under 
the  most  lively  influences  of  a  genuihe  affection, 
no  matter  whether  of  friendship  or  love.  To 
describe  them  is  almost  impossible;  and,  al- 
though I  have  within  the  past  hour,  experienced 
tjicm  all,  I  feel  my  want  of  ppwcr  to  tell  you 
vhat  I  have  suffered  from  the  alternations  of 
liq)e  ^  fear:    hope,  that  the  circumstance 
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suggested  in  your  last  had  taken  a  more 
comfortable  turn  j  apprehension,  that  it  had 
not. 

I  read  In  the  paper,  two  days  since,  of  the 
arrival  of  the  German  mail,  and  I  rose  with  a 
conviction,  and  "  vrhat  we  wish  we  easily  believe'* 
that  I  felt  I  must  hear  from  you  by  its  medium 
this  very  morning,  in  regard  to  that  formidable 
business  j  but  yet  a  dread  of  your  silence,  being 
imposed  by  the  wor^t  event  which  could  have 
befallen  you,  of  a  merely  worldly  kind,  made 
me  keep  no  poise  of  mind,  nor  attend  to  any 
calculation  of  time.  I  looked  for  the  postman 
before  the  mail  had  probably  reached  the  gene- 
ral office  of  this  town.  I  exSimincd  my  watch, 
when  it  pointed  to  ten,  and  felt  assured  it  was 
too  slow,  by  at  least  an  hour ;  the  hoiise^clock 
toon  after  gave  but  ten  strokes,  yet  I  was  not 
more  inclined  to  admit  its  fidelity.  At  length 
the  far-off,  but  welUknown  double-knock  struck 
upon  my  listening  car.  Truly,  may  I  say,  «^  as 
Jf  an  angcI  spoke,:  I  felt  the  solemn  sound.*'  I 
threw  up  my  window  to  give  it  welcome :  it  ad- 
vanced :  the  postman  himself  appeared  in  sight ; 


Digitized 


by  Google 


GLEANINGS  IN  CNU^ANI).  171 

the  emotions  kept  pace  wlth^  or  rather  out- 
stepped hU  honest  trot :  the  pauses  between  one 
rap  and  another  at  the  different  houses  seemed  un« 
usually  long :  How  tiresome  some  people  are^  ex- 
palmed  I,  in  receiving  and  paying  for  their  letr 
ters ;  which,  whether  good  vor  bad  news  be  fhe 
result,  are  certainly  purchased^  even  by  the  miser, 
ifdth  the  least  hesitation  or  scruple.  By  a  mind  of 
any  ardour,  letters,  even  though  their  contents 
should  be  anticipated  by  the  persons  addressed  -^ 
yea,  akhoi^h  they  should  be  exfect^d  to  renew,  or 
to  ^gravate  scenes  of  regret,  and  circumstances 
4)f  sorrow,  are  amongst  the  grand  objects  of  the 
humaa  he^rt.    They  were  not  only  taught — 


for  some  wretches  aid, 


^  Some  banish'd  lover  or  some  captive  maid  ^'* 

but  for  AX.L  the  passions  and  affections  —  all  that 
most  unreservedly  and  in  the  most  lively  man- 
ner  paint  the  hopes  and  fears>  prepossessions, 
andprejudice^— and  all  that  comes  most  "  home 
Xp  the  business  and  bosoms  of  men,''  as  well 
9$  all  the  commerce  and  all  the  credit  of  na- 
tions.   Truly  has  it  be^n  said,  "  they  are  writr 
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ten  to  the  great  and  to  the  mean,  to  the  learned 
and  the  ignorant ;  at  rest  and  in  distress,  in 
sport  and  in  passion." 

To  the  truth  of  this,  every  observer  of  the 
passing  scene  can  bear  testimony.  I  have  seen 
it  exemplified,  on  the  receipt  of  letters,  in  then: 
different  effects  on  persons  of  the  same  family. 
The  emotions  of  the  receivers  are  finely 
contrasted  by  the  indifference  and  mechanical 
dullness  of  the  servant  who  delivers  them.  The 
rapidity,  the  preference  of  some  to  others,  the 
agitation,  calm,  tremor,  firmness,  pain,  or  tran- 
sport of  the  opening  moment  —  according  to  the 
circumstances,  connexions,  temper,  habits,  and 
feelings,  of  the  several  correspondents  —  are  all 
very  interesting  speculations.  Letters  frequently 
display  nature  and  character  more  truly  than 
conversation ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  average 
of  good  and  evil,  joy  and  sorrow,  which  they 
impart,  the  love  of  hearipg  fi-om  those  who  are 
absent,  and  the  hope  which  still  lives  in  oar 
hearts,  amongst  a  thousand  hopes  destroyed, 
like  one  bright  spark  in  a  heap  of  ashes — as  well 
^  for  all  the  reasons  above  given — make  this 
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nation  in  particular,  and  the  human  affections 
io  general,  more  indebted  to  the  man  *  who  has 
accelerated  the  receipt  of  our  letters,  and  thereby 
assisted  the  stvf  wings  of  thought ^  than  to  any 
other  individual  of  the  realm. 

Betwixt  the  interval  of  my  anxious  hope,  and 
ofyour  gratification  of  it,  I  tried  to  bend  my 
mind  to  the  miise,  whose  visitations  are  sooth- 
ing in  the  pensive  moment. 


•  And  that  man  is  Mr.  Palmer,  of  whom  you  have  re- 
ceived my  statements  in  another  part  of  this  correspondence, 
to  wbieh,  you  perceive,  I  have  made  considerable  additions 
ifl  the  second  edition  of  the  printed  volume. 

See  vol.  1st.  of  Gleanings  in  England,  Letter  the  4th* 
For  the  aJMons,  same  letter,  second  edition. 
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SONNET  TO   SUSPENCE^ 


What  art  ihoUf  dubious  Power,  that  to  the  earth 
Now  sinks  the  sadden'd  heart>  now  Iift$  it  high^ 

At  once  of  human  and  of  heavenly  birth ; 
Mortal  thy  sire,  thy  mother  of  the  sky. 

Or  borne  by  seraph  hope,  thro*  fields  of  air. 

Or  plungM  in  caverns,  by  the  fiend.  Despair? 

E'en  now  thy  double  sway  divides  my  breast, 
.  Tby  tyrannizing  poise  'twixt  good  and  ilU 
Yet  equal  both  to  rob  the  mind  of  rest. 

As  each  alternate  works  thy  torturing  will : 
O  then,  to  certain  joy  or  certain  grief. 
The  balance  turn  and  give  my  soul  relief ! 

Give  me  the  worst  to  hear,  or  best  to  know. 
This  dread  delay  unfits  that  soul  to  bear, 

With  wonted  fortitude,  new  loads  of  woe. 
And  bliss  deferr'd  must  mix  corroding  care* 

Too  late  the  sun  his  stronger  rays  shall  dart. 

When  flow'r-worms  feed  upon  the  Rose's  heart. 
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LETTER    XK        -        •     .• 

-  ■    '  i  ■     ■     '      ■  -■ 

October. 

At  length  I  am  bending  ray  way  back  to 
Lynn,  and  stop  at  a  small  vllbge  o;x  the  road  to 
offier  you  a  literally /^jx/wj  adventure,  character- 
istic of  a  race  of  men  to  whom  I  wish  to  intro- 
duce yoUj  and  who  appear  only  to  exist  in  other 
countries,  but  come  to  their  full  growth,  and 
the  per£ection  of  their  characters  only  in  Eng- 
land—  I  allude  to  the  seamen  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  a  general  description  of  whom,  for  skill 
in  their  profession,  for  courage  in  combating 
upon  the  rudest  element,  and  for  their  genero- 
sity to  the  vanquished  in  the  very  hour  of  vic- 
tory —  a  generosity,  mild  as  if  they  lived  upon 
a  summer  stream — cannot  be  over-praised.  This 
is,  indeed,  almost  the  one  subject,  and  the  one 
class  of  men,  without  any  disparagement  to  the 
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rest,  which  precludes  the  possibility  of  panegyric^ 
for,  if  we  look  at  them  collectively,  and  judge 
of  them  by  their  private  humanities,  and  public 
services  —  in  all  stages  of  our  history,  but  more 
especially  in  the  present  aera  *  : —  the  sum  of  na* 
tural  benevolence,  aad  c^  national  good,  and 
that  without  any  emblazoning  pretensions  or 
ostentatious  displays,  is  sufficiently  admirable  in 
this  part  of  the  people  of  England  to  merit  all 
which  has  been  spoken  or  written  of  them  ;  in 
short,  to  place  the  British  sailors  in  the  very 
first  rank  of  character  in  any  nation  upon  earth. 
They  may  challenge  the  full  energy  and  weight 
of  this  eulogy,  which  comprehends  all  that  is 
valuable  in  the  patriot  and  the  philanthropist, 
even  though  the  majority  of  them  do  not  un- 
derstand the  common  definition  of  those  words. 
I  cannot  be  supposed  to  extend  the  assertion  of 
verbal  ignorance  to  the  officers.  These  have  the 
additional  merit  of  knowing  from  educatbn^ 


*  The  late  partial  dlssatisfactionSf  as  readily  redressed  «» 
CKplainedy  make  nothing  against  this.  Of  these  I  will  pffisT 
yon  a  brief  account  ia  the  course  of  this  letter^ 
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bnd  the  cttiture  of  their  minds,  that  they  do  fiU 
tiio^t  sacted  characters,  and  act  up  to  thehi  on 
a  sort  of  impulse  of  loyalty  and  bounty,  without 
being  in  the  Smallest  degree  inflated  byacon^ 
sciousness  of  thdir  iny)ortancc  to  the  state;  - 

I  have  o&en  endeavoured  at  a  reason  for  this 
almost  unbounded^  and  justly  provincial,  bene-^ 
volence  that  animates  the  English  sailor.  It 
cannot  be^  altogether,  from  the  general  ignoranca ^ 
of  what  I  am  constrained  to  call  in  the  world's 
language,  the  use  of  money ;  nor  from  the  sud'^ 
4ien  flush  of  it  when  they  receive  their  pay  j  for 
these  circumstances  happen  to  very  many  odiers^ 
who,  collectively  speaking,  are  by  no  means  so 
open-handed  or  hearted.  Probably,  various 
causes  may  (X)ntribute.  They  pass  most  of  their 
lives  on  an  element  whose  waving  habitations 
do  not  admit  some  of  the  most  inimical  passions; 
even  some  of  the  worse  vices  can  dniy  be 
occasional  intruders,  while  many  of  the  virtue 
are  residents.  The  billowy  theatre  on  which 
they  exist  keeps  them  together**-^ their  being 
necessarily  exposed  to  the  same  hazai'ds^  em^ 
barked  in  a  common  cause,  the  early  ideas  of 

VOL.  II.  N 
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good-fellowthip  and  of  glory,  vUh  ^hich  they 
ha?e  been  brought  up»  the  traditiontl  hiitory  of 
t  tiilor^s  soundness  of  heart,  of  heroic  deeds 
performed  on  the  roaring  ocean,  of  their  bravdy 
bufietmg  the  storms,  of  Tictories  obtained  in 
the  teeth  of  them,  with  numberless  glowing  tales 
of  dangers  escaped,  crowned  at  length  with  good 
ehear  and  the  smiles  pf  Old  England — more- 
over,  the  constant  sight  of  each  other,  so  that 
the  whole  crew<— -a  powerful  attraction  —  seem 
but  as  one  great  family,  at  their  daily  work  of 
war„  conquest,  and  of  adveneure.  Most  of  them, 
Iflbcwise,  and  this  too  is  of  great  account,  bear 
in  their  bosoms  a  fond  impreasion  of  some  ob- 
ject beloved,  the  memory  and  absence  from 
whom  naturally  tends  to  soften  and  ameliorate 
the  heart ;  and  we  know  that  such  of  their  songs 
■a  are  not  upon  the  perils  or  glories  of  the  aea, 
«elel^ate  and  commemorate  their   nuscresses. 
Luckily,  too,  they,  are  beyond  the  temptation^ 
and,  of  course,  the  practices,  of  that  eardi-bom 
'avarice  which  often  locks  up  the  hearts  of  land- 
men.   It  would  be  curious,  were  it  not  tavi- 
jdaous^  to  see  how  far  mariners  employed  ia  res* 
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sekaf  commerce  J  and  thdse  engaged  in  sbip$  of 
war  are  similar  or  distinct  in  theif  general 
habits  of  profusion^  and  of  oecoQomy  when  $n 
sb$re.  Butj  without  any  illiberality,  it  may  be 
presumed,  that  men  devoted  to  trade,  and  to 
4fae  profession  of  aritis,  must  materially  differ  in 
•their  ideas  of  both  getting  and  spending  money. 
XrCt  us  go  somewhat  ipto  the  comparison ;  the 
subject  is  not  worn  and  may  amuse  us:— The 
occupation  of  a  seafarer  in  a  trading  vessel  is 
an  affur  of  business }  that  of  a  seaman  ina  war 
fbi^  is,  or  so^m  becomes,  a  point  of  honour*  and 
by  a  generous  emi^tion,  it  grqws  into  a  f eal 
passion*  In  the  first,  a  roan  counts  his  gains^ 
in  the  second  he  reckons  chiefly  on  his  glory  -« 
the  one  calculates,  that  if  his  venture  is  ulti* 
matdy  successful  the  perils  of  the  voys^e  will 
be  recompensed  with  interest ;  the  other,  reck« 
less  of  such  long-sigh^  policy,  mixes,  in  every 
thought  of  profit,  when  by  chance  such  thoughts 
cross  hb  mind,  the  idea  of  frigid,  husband,  fit* 
iher,  lover,  king,  and  country ;  perhaps,  frequent 
separations  from  relatives  and  from  their  native 
iMd  may  sapfdy  more  ardent  fire  to  feed  these 
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sacred  characters — If  it  be  so,  even  the  weak- 
ness of  human  nature  but  adds  strength  to  my 
argument ;  and  for  that  weaknessj  what  is  to  be 
said  ?  what  advised  ?  but  to  love,  forgive,  and 
compassionate,  one  another. 

But  to  finish  our  parallel.  It  may  be  farther 
observed,  that  an  image  of  wealth  attaches  more 
or  less  to  all  commercial  concerns ;  and  the  anti- 
cipated profits  thence  arising  are,  generally, 
placed  by  the  mindt  or  at  least  a  great  part  of 
them,  in  some  safe  fund,  long  before  they  can  be 
deposited  in  a  place  of  real  interest  or  security. 
Whereas,  I  am  persuaded,  that  not  one  ship  of 
war's  man,  out  of  at  least  fifcy,  ever  thinks  <rf 
placing  out  his  pay  or  prize-money  to  any  sort 
of  worldly  advantage.  His  affections,  indeed, 
know  well  how  to  appropriate  the  larger  share: 
he  sees  many  a  gay  ribbon  and  new  gown,  with 
nameless  other  love-tokens,  for  the  girl  of  his 
fancy ;  and  the  rest  goes  lightly  down  his  throat 
to  warm  his  guileless  heart,  and  perhaps  to 
overheat  bis  head — but  even  his  indiscretions 
are  social}  for  while  the  ardzan  is  sullenly 
taking  hb  soUtary  draught  in  some  sly  corner 
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of  the  pot*hou8e/  honest  Jack^  as  we  call  him, 
will  invite  all  withta  his  reach^  whether  com- 
rades or  strangers^  to  partake  of  hts  flip  or  his 
grog,  and  to  join  him  in  cheating  his  young 
and  his  old  mistress-— namely,  England  and 
the  Lass  he  loves.  It  is  ten  to  one,  indeed,  if  in 
his  way,  even  to  that  lass,  he  should  encountet 
an  object  of  sorrow  or  of  want,  but  he  would 
joyfully  deprive  himself  of  hs^f  that  flip,  and 
ciutail  his  beloved  of  at  least  the  price  of  one 
gown^  to  dry  the  eyes,  fill  th«  stomach,  afid 
dothk  the  nakiedness,.  ot  the  poor  creature  who 
bad,  fallen  within  his  imn^diate  observadon. 

If  these  remarks  have  any  value,  you  are  to 
make-  your  acknowledgements  .to  poor  Tom 
Cox,  from  whom  I  have  just  partdd,  mth  manj 
a  God  bless  yoa  <m  both  aides.  On  this  vcr^ 
9pot.we  have  exchangfd  our  afieus,  after  txu 
veiling  several  miles .  cbearily  togethti',  he  on 
footj  and  your  friend  at  a  foot-pace  on  his  glean- 
ing horse }  with,  ma^;  a.  courteous  offer  of  m 
X^  by  the  way,  $ie  couKeowly*  refitsed.:  and 
Quu^  a  pause,  diot  I'might  b^uile  my  compa- 
won,  who  is  lao^^  «i{)i^  to  rcit  at  a  gate  or  on 
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a  bank,  w  even  to  refresh  himself  by  feaoin^ 
against  die  pummel  of  the  saddle. 

A  single  passing  question,  a^d  of  the  amplest 
Idnd,  led  to  what  worked  an  interest  in  my  af« 
fDCCions.  The  very  report  of  it  will  vibrate  on 
yours,  because  it  will  touch  the  right  chord  of 
sature  and  of  truth« 

5^  Master^  will  you  tell  a  lame  fellow  how 
iar  It  if  to  Lynn  i  I  have  limped  all  the  itay 
with  this  bundle  in  my  haiid  from  Ply  mouth, 
trhcr^  I  have  l^ea  invalided,  and  laid  up  aa 
idle  as  a  hulk  these  four  months ;  and  I  am 
now  going  to  the  hammock  of  a  fnend*s  at  Lynn^ 
and  must  next  day  hop  off  to  the  she  part  of  my 
frmily ;  th^n,  after  a  bu6s»  and  a  God  be  with 
you  or  two;  I  shall  ms^ke'tbe  best  of  my  road  to 
shake  handa  With  the  i&^part  of  my  femily,  who 
are  on  board  the  Diomtde,  Capt,  Eiphfaistdnei 
and  Ood-be  ^k  klm  also,'' 
-  ^  NotMikhtMftdIng  your  lameness,  you  speak 
at  If  you  were  a  contented>  a!ftd  both  ^ere  you 
MMtumd  and:  where  you  att  command^,'  my 
£dend,  a  happy  f«tk)w,  both  witli  your  churns  oo 
kudandypur  itfiNmatea  at  sea,** 
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'<  A  >4>iijr  fellow,  miutcr !  yds,  I  bctieve  I 
am,  and  if  I  were  not,  I  ought  to*  be  huQg  bf 
the  aedc'  ui  the  top-gallant  yard-arm }  and  if 
you  aa't  in  a^hurry,  as  by  your  way  of  bii  and 
•oftly  I  ihijik  you  are  not,  and  can.  walk  pur 
horse  to  my  hop,  for  I.  am  but  weakly  as  yot 
just  here  i*  tha  hif^,  I  will  shew  you  that  if  yow 
are  as  happy  as  Tom  Cox  of  the  Oiomc^i^ 
there  is  litdt  kft  to  ptay  for  you«-I  see  we  art 
both  going  the  same  way,  so  what  say  yot^ 
master?^' 

s 

<<  Isay»that,werelridsi%forii.wagcrlwoiiiId 
forfoit  it,  radier  than  io$t  jodr  history,  or  your 
compwy/' 

«^  That*s  to  kiad*heatted  now,  iwd  u  l&e 
our  Captaiaasifit  ca&Kootof  his  mouth -^S0 
here  we  push  off  our  boats.'' 

He  ^rang  hghtly  ftim  the  bank  on  which 
he  liadibecn  nsting,  dttng  his  smaU  bundle^  tied 
up  ia  a  black  Barcelotta  handkerchi^,  over' his 
^Kwldcr,  took  the  fooq)Ath  with  a  gay  air^  apd 
thenl ^lalkod  asy  hotfs^  in. t2it  road,  bfsidd  his^ 
aafiote  to  the  caMstwajF.  as  poas3>k« 
w  4 
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*   Now  tbsn  §Qxz  slice  or  two  of  tiappy  Toiq 
Cox:—' 

'  ^  Sdon  after  my  boys  were  pressed/*  quoth 
lie— ^**  bad  work  that  pressing  thbu^— 'spe- 
cialty-at  your  m^y^^-houses-^— 0v«r  the  doorft 
of.  wluc{i  a  shipmate  of^  mine  w^io^e*^  take  mo^ 
%ice  —  man-traps  set  hierei*  ^  but  bt  that  pass  — • 
<  aJt%  weH  that  e^dc  weU.' — ^^S^qn  after  my 
boyS'  were^  ^r^ss^d, -^  th(  cftmpen  i  trapped 
ih^  jolt  as  they  we^t  co'^reth  ibet^^mWes  with 
a  draught  and  away  at  public  house,  *tiot  with 
1iaa^*work — I  goe^  to*:(£aptamElpbiB8tone — 
ti^gts&Xks  fiays*!^  Xafi  ;3:ob  Cbx^  ibvn  iid^ier  of 
two  young  Coxes  your  criibp-men  cinied  away 
mthd  middle  of  ijobw-you'  iiust  know  we 
Vere  4n  tte  carpeMer  and  jomer  line.«7-8o»  as 
you've  taken  awa^ -my  bands,  and  ^ytbebyr 
^ou  might  just  as  welfihave  takea  away  my 
^^jid^the  rest  of  my' body  is  comeibbppiiig 
afiet^them,  just  to  deshne  you  wiU  Miajwiem 
tbetii^on  again,  or^  ek^  take  said  body  also— ^ 
Ha,  ha  J I  always  bad  my  joke,,  merry. or  *uLr-r 
On  this  the  Captain  too^  mcainre  of  v^ixoai 
top  to  toe»  .   '» 
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**  But  what  say  the  youag  men  to  this,*'  criad 
.  CaptaiB  Elphihstone  ? 

«*  Wish  for  their  father^  please  your  honour, 
to  be  sure -^  and  to  help  him  to  work  for  mo- 
ther and  Alters  in  the  Old  shop --^  but  ask  then4 
your  honour. 

^^  So  said,  so  done «— the  Captain  quarter^ 
deck'd  th^m  directly  *>*-  up  came  the  Coxes,  one, 
two,  and  I  made  the  third,  you  know,  Sir,-^- 
tb€y  on  eaeh  tide,  I  i^the  middle.  <  Boys,  iriiat 
say  yott  to  me,  Tom  Cox,  your  iiatther  ? — here 
are  you,  boys,  aboaid  o*ship,  and  little  young 
she-ones  at  home,  and  oM  one  who  bore  'em 
tome,  and  gave  ^€m  suck,  if  tb^  don't  dfe  of 
^ricf  must  stanre,  zaA  mj  heart  is  vdl  ni^ 
broke  already  V* 

"<«  Love  yoti  and  love  diey,  fadier,*'  answered 
Danny,  the  eldest^  ^  but  the  Captain,  mayhap, 
may  be  a  fadier  to  them,  us,  and  you  too,  if  wc 
make  oursehts  t^tand  tight  sea-boys ;'' ^-r 
^*  and  there's  money  to  be  got*'  cried  Nat,  puttr 
ing  in  his  oar  ^*  iiy  water  as  well  as  b^  land, 
&tiier,  and  as  wt  fliall  hsire  tess  need  to  spend 
ft  8^  sea,  WQ  may  save  the  more  for  you,  mo- 
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tber-  and  sUters :"  *^  ^^  and^  niaybap>'*  said 
Dan  <^  get  you  all  bread  .without  your  work» 
ingaay  more  for  they  irf  for  aay  body/* 

^  So  satd  my  ddest^  abd  hii  I»other  wat  not 
behind  liand;  and  both  took  all  i^  once  such  a 
fancy  to  the  sea  and  ship  life)  that  Captain 
said  it  irould  be  a  pity  to  baulk  them.'' — ^^  Here, 
friend,"  said  he  to  me,  putting  n  couple  of  hb 
majesty's  pictures  in  gold  into  myfaand^  '^  carry 
these  to  your  fiunily  at  hotfie^  and  consider  thes^ 
boys  as  |)rovided  for  by  JCing  George,  a  good 
pan  of  whozt  bounty  vdO,  no  dpubt>  find  its 
w^  into  ybur  pockec  to  hgdp  you  at  home.'' 

<^  And  vhy»  pUase  your  honour,  m^y  /not 
i)eisoiie.an  hwnble  aerimtt  of  King  George's 
too,  and  be  provided  for  in  the  same  wAy  ?  wby 
snay  not  the  old  trunlc  stay  and  ^itk  to  the 
youiig  branches?  Th^are  but  bsdf  and  hfldf 
things,  tfaua  cut  in  two,  biit  wt  ahatl  nUdcc  a 
geodly.  tree,  when  pilt  together  after  tins  fashion. 
Hal  bar       . 

'<  Upcm  tint  I  gaTea.halid  to  ^tl  fif  mf 
boys,  and  the  Captaiii.laught>  and  tpr.cried^ 
but  aH  for.  joy«.   So^  still  hoMing  themthm- 
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fiidikm,  I  irent  on  with  my  joke,  tkough  I  ncrer 
was toore in  earnest  since  Ihas born. 

^^  Tel,  paptain,  said  I,  we  do  make  a  goocUf 
tree  -^  root  and  bmncbes,  thos^ashion  united  -^ 
and  every  inch  of  us  heart  of  oak !  -*-  as  all  the 
eoendes  of  Old  England  shall  find,  if  yoar  ho* 
fiour  will  bu(ke<p  us  near  one  another  1'* 

^'  Enough  said,"  cried  our  noble  Captsdn ; 
*'  but  what  will  your  wife  and  daughters  say»  to 
met  for  renmng  away  with  yoih'  too>  friend 
Ibfflf^^-'only  thiiiL  of  hia  honeiur  calltng 
me  fnend !  —  reiison  good,  however,  fc^  friends 
ve  all  were  froitt  that  moihellt  $  as  you  ^hall 
hear:— 

•  "  As  to  wife  aAd  daughters,  yoiir  honoui*— 
iM  I,  slyly -^  I  win  settle  It  wkh  them  in  anf 
ik^B^omhh:  TomVedMWiiiding  officer  there,^ 
your  hdnoui^,  as^  mueh  ai  ybo  are  in  the  DiisJ 
*iede— HilAaP 

^  Do  so,^  aniweredith^Gaptaia ;  '<  and  i$  t 
knre  td  encourage  hearts  of  oak^  I  w91  nd  Vance 
sufficient  to  keep  your  crew  on  land  both  inr 
jliigaiid  g6<^hi3ciiit  tUl  yo«i  fettm  t6  them:*' 

«  HeM(i|K)*I|Beiswe*Uiii^jm^  as  he  W 
9    , 
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done  me,  and  I  saw!  that  he  would  keep  his  w6rd ; 
and  so  did  I  keep  mine -r- for  I  wentitod  settled 
business  at  home^  and  got  ba^k  to  the  Diomede 
as  if  I  had  a  pair  of  legs  as  mtid)le  as  the 
youngest  of  my  sons:  a  little  scolding, .  and 
fondling,  and  whini^^  and  icooing»  to  be  surc-^ 
and  I  whinM  with  ihcm  for  con^pMy  r—  but  heart 
of  oak  stilU 

<<  Wdji  th?  wcsfcfqlJftj^ingj  we  .v?re  all  mer- 
rily put  ^t  sea  J  and  thoi^h  I  scarcely  knew  the 
maips^il  frgm  |he^j{ii2en».:«b«n  I  first  began  to 
3wini  ,9n  .?ak  lijiter;  I  know  wfafsit-to  do  npw 
fittier  Jn  a  ?,tof9a,,.a,  c^Ini,  in  peace,,  or;  in  wv, 
aye,  as  well  as  either  Nat  or  Dan/' 

It  was  ;in^pp6^iblp  not.tQ  gra^fy  a  w^b  to 
shew  a  ^epep  H  ihP  .pleas^Tft^  tbisJwwttt  Je\\§m 
|iad  given  me  by  fpnpie  smaU  tqk«9  of  reimi»{ 
braiicc — ipy.pffwng,  howler,  w^s  Mfuiedj 
and  the  boatswain  of  the  Diome^fi^ ;  &f  .such  it 
teem^h^  was,:$yEt9r,aiws  h^rty  shake  of  the 
hand  to  thanfc.  mQ  .  for-iny  love,  thu$.ain« 
(lulled  his  narr^ve«  -^  t 

f«  You  are  to.know,  Sir,  I  got  a  woqq^  timf, 
V^Quglit  Qn  t^  l«Mii$§K>  a»4  not  biiftg  «t>I^  ^^ 
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do  much  as  a  seaman,  our  Captain-^ Lord  bless 
his  good  heart  —  ordered  me  to  be  about  his 
own  cabin,  attend  upon  him,  and  only  do  such 
little  odd  jobs  as  a  child  might  have  done  with- 
out tiring ;  and  whenever  he  saw  me  working 
at  any  thing  he  thought  I  could  not  manage 
without  hurting  myself,  he  damned  me  for  an 
old  fool  with  all  the  good-nature  in  the  world, 
and  banished  me  from  hils  presence — a  punish- 
ment  ten  times  worse  to  Tom  Cox  than  being 
tyrought  to  the  gangway  —  and  he  would  not, 
mayhap,  let  me  come  within  eye-shot  of  him 
again  for  half  a  dozen  hours. 

*'  One  mdrning  I  took  k  into  my  head  to 
dean  the  Captain's  cabin  windows,  while,  as  I 
thought,  he  was  safe  in  his  cot -^  but  from 
dirowing  up  the  middle  sash  too  much  in  a 
harry,  it  stuck  too  fast  for  poor  Tom  to  pull  it 
down  agaun.  —Just,  however,  as  I  was  tugging 
to  do  this,  down  I  dropt  myself;  and  his  honour, 
whom  the  noide  had  brought  out  of  his  birth 
unseen,  demanded,  in  a  voice  more  terrible  to 
ifie  than  a  broadside,  how  I  dare  be  such  a 
•toundrd  as  to  make  free  with  my  precious 
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limbs  in  that  manneF)  and  tbeoj  on  peril  of  aevtt 
seeing  him  again,  ordeted  me  to  go  lx>  my  bkA, 
swearing  it  would  have  served  me  right  if  I  bad 
broke  my  stupid  old  neck — and  a  great  deal 
more  of  that  sort  of  lingo — but  all  the  while 
he  was  thus  firing  away  at  me,  he  was  lifting 
me  up  from  the  place  where  I  had  faUen  widi 
;ts  m\ich  gentleness  as  if  I  had  been  a  sick  Iamb; 
and  so  then  he  led  me  to  my  hammodL^  as 
kindly  a$  either  of  my  own  sons  would  have 
done ;  and  afterwarxls  brought  me  some  "com- 
fortables with  his  own  bkssed  hands,  which  I 
put  to  my  lips  and  kiiMd  with  all  my  heart. 
And,  do  you  think,  wbiU  I  can  walk^  hop^  or 
leven  crawl,  I  will  not  follow  soch  a  master? 
yes,  d— n  me^  if  If  would  not  wprk  to  luaa  on 
stumps,  weye  hands  and  legs  lyin^  in  the  foor 
quarters  of  the  world }  yes  though  I  was  sure, 
-^ter  I  got  to  him,  I  cQukl.  only  jy^ve  to  say, 
Captain  Elpbinstone,  I  am  come  to  let  you  hear 
my  dying  w(»^,  which  are  these — U^od  bless 
you.  Captain/' 

This  ambulatory  narrative  was  brought  to  the 
apostrophe  by  which  it  is  cios«d,  jMse  as  the 
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welMuiown  scenery  of  my  friend's^vHIa  at  Rune** 
ton^  on  my  return  to  that^  ahs!  *now  disr 
mantled  and  bereaved  place,  rose  to  view.  I 
repeated  my  acknowledgements  to  the  iatertst- 
ifig  murator,  and  was  about  to  bid  him  furewell^ 
when  we  were  met  by  a  groiipe,  at,  which  every 
traveller  must  have  paused.  A  mmilated — it 
would  have  been  a  truer  epithet  to  have  said  •— 
a  mangled  soldier,  who  had  landed  from  an  in- 
valid ship,  wag  about  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
Ljna  hospital,  and  bis  numerous  family  attend- 
ix^  his — I  had  well-nigh  written  ~-remsuns« 
AxkA  though  this  was*  but  an  individual^ — an 
atom  out  of  tb^  bleeding  mass — the  appearance 
of  the  woimded  mtn»  and  the  sorrow  of  hi« 
iBOur^g  housdioM,  £utened  upon  the  aflfec* 
tidiiB  and  must  have  created  aa  interest  ia  every 
beholden  His  offspring  virould  not  sufier  him 
to  ite  cwried  in  the  common  waggon,  but  were 
4raiiriog  hbi  by  turns  in  a  kind  of  easy  diair« 


*  See  the  account  of  some  h^avy  ^mestic  reverset  whlck 
have  taken  place,  in  a  note  to  the  lecond  edition  of  the  for« 
wtar  ▼•hame  of  Enghsb  OleaQugs,  Letter  6tli. 
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swarming  about  him,  kissing  his  pale  visag^^ 
and  demonstrating  their  gtief  and  love  by  every 
possible  means. 

•^  What  you  ofFered  me  before,  Sir,^  said  my 
former  companion,  **  I  accept  now,  and  I  will 
put,  if  I  can,  as  much  more  to  it,  for  that  poof 
soldier/*  No  sooner  did  I  give  the  money  than 
he  turned  away,  forgetting  his  lameness,  and 
pressing  the  invalid's  hand,  earnestly,  but  softly, 
to  his  breast,  said  — •'  tbere,  brother  I  soldiers 
and  sailors  are  one  and  the  same  thing  —  so  are 
friends  and  enemies — and  so  indeed  is  all  the 
world,  when  he  who  sits  up  aloft  gives  the  bul- 
let or  bayonet  an  order  to  do  its  commission^ 
as  we  say ;  and  so  God  help  and  heal  thee^ 
brother,  make  thee  stout  to  fight  again,  else 
lay  thee  up  comfortably  for  life>  otherwise,  take 
tbce  up  aloft  too." 

He  had  scarcely  turned  from  the  object  of  hit 
sympathy,  when,  as  if  recollecting  himself^  be 
hasted  back,  and  opening  his  bundle,  tock  from 
it  several  articles  that  might  be  of  immediate 
comfort.  I  had  followed  him  close,  and  heard 
him  distinctly  utter  these  words,  while  be  waa 
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dUpensing  his  Hctle  bouodes  :-^  '^  This  cap  is 
bs  soft  as  velvet,  ttidttgh  yoil  see  it  is  only  cotton 
lined  with  cdt-skin — a  cat  of  our  own-^pdor 
old  Tab ;  who  died  o'  fits  by  our  fire-side —  so 
wifie,  out  of  pure  love,  had  her  skinned,  and 
sewed  her  hide  into  this  night-cap,  which  has 
often  made  me  think  of  her  when  she  used  to 
jump  and  pur  on  my  knee,  or  come  to  keep  me 
company  in  the  old  shop,  and  sit  at  the  end  of 
a  plank,  or  roll  herself  up  in  the  shavings — there, 
It  will  keep  you  as  warm  as  wt)ol ;  and  this  black 
Barcelona  will  serve  to  wipe  the  salt  drops  from 
your  pretty  eyes,  young  woman,  who  I  suppose 
to  be  the  poor  fellow's  daughter,  though  I  don't 
care  who  you  are  for  that  matter  —  and  when 
you  have  done  crying  you  may  wear  it  round 
your  neck  in  memorableness  of  Tom  Cox/' 

The  good  mariner  now  had  leisure  from  his 
sweetly-exercised  feelings  to  advert  again  to 
the  Gleaner^  who .  honoured  him  for  so  en*- 
tirely  losing  sights  during  th^se  active  cxer- 
dons  of  his  honest  heart ;  and  probably  he  for* 
got,  not  only  every  part  of  the  preceding  con- 
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irersadoni  but  hk  relatites  bock  on  vrater  and  oft 
land. 

I  800D  regained  my  friead'^  rSh  >  and  not 
ivkhout  the  most  abcere  emotion  of  good-wishes 
and  good^wiU,  I  bade  my  new  fnend,  in  the 
spirit  with  which  I  shall  now  bid  you  «-* 

Farewell! 
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LETTER   xn 


Octoher. 

JL  ou  iXt  riot,  ho^frever,  to  coilsidel'  this  as 
t  partial  selection,  which  fell  in  the  way  of  my 
journey,  at  this  particular  crisis,  applying  only 
to  individual  sympsithy.  It  is  one  specimen  of 
the  naval  character,  as  to  its  huniamty.  Teii 
thousand  othets  might,  without  difHculty,  ht 
gathered  of  our  Tats,  on  the  most  Unquestion- 
able authoiity;  the  whole  tending  to  coHfinn 
tliose'  sentiments,  which  you  remember  I  ad- 
dressed  to  them,  when  I  called  them  the  natural 
defenders  of  out  country.  A  character,  I  ob* 
lerved,  \Vhich  they  have  established  for  ages. 

It  is  enrolled,  amidst  the  archives  most  precu 

ous  of  our  sea-girt  isle.    Their  courage  and 

loyalty  has  generally  contrasted  the  stofmy  an3 

Uncertain  clement  on  which  they  have  acquired 

o  2 
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their  laurels  and  founded  their  fame.  The 
steady-generosity  and  manly  zeal,  likewise^  of 
the  British  Tar  stands  distinguished  both  as  a 
land  and  sea-mark  in  the  map  of  the  world :  It 
is  even  as  a  beacon  on  the  margin  of  the  main 
which  they  command ;  it  serves  as  an  example 
to  other  nations,  and  denotes  the  proud  pre-emi- 
nence df  their  own.  —  Pre-eminence  gained  by 
themselves — in  life  their  honour  —  in  death  their 
glory. 

In  truth,  my  Friend,  the  English  seaman 
furnishes  to  his  own,  and  to  all  other  nations, 
the  most  lively  image  of  bravery  and  good  faith# 
Does  a  friend  or  an  enemy,  at  home  or  abroad, 
on  sea  or  on  shore,  ever  seek  his  succour  hi 
vain  ?  Etas  his  ready  benevolence  ever  waited 
for  solicitation  ?— No  !  the  eye,  the  voice,  the 
sight,  the  sound,  of  sorrow,  was  as  a  signal  of 
distress  held  out  to  the  feeling  hearts  of  the 
ocean's  lords,  and  answered  by  the  most  prompt 
alacrity  of  bounty.  How  many  thousand  even 
of  foes  have  been  preserved  from  the  jaws  of 
death,  yet  live  to  bless  their  timely  aid  ?  How 
many  preservers  became  the  very  victims  of  that 
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preservation  ?  Could  the  transparent  sea  conduct 
our  view,  or  could  the  human  eye  penetrate  to 
the  bottom  of  the  waves,  and  ascertain  the  bones 
of  those  generous  Tars,  who  have  been  the  volun^ 
tary  sactifices  of  their  hearts  to  save  the  wrctdu 
ed,  and  which  lie  buried  there — gratitude  would 
wish  to  collect  those  bones  as  the  tacred  reli(}ues 
of  a  British  sailor's  humanity.  Have  we  not 
been  taught,  even  from  our  infiuit  days,  that. to 
give  relief  in  rime  of  need.  Is  the  characterise 
tic  of  every  genuine  ion  of  the  waves?  And  ia  it* 
not  hence  we  blend  our  sailors  with  every  liberal 
thought,  with  every  manly  action  j  that  we  con- 
sider them  as  our  pride  in  the  day  of  success, 
and  rely  upon  them  a$  our  anchor^  in  adver* 
»ity  ? . 


^OTE,  , 

In  the  history  of  our  country  a  momeot  arriredy  and  it  1$ 
in  every  nfan't  recoIlectiOD,  at  which  the  wise,  the  brare* 
and  the  good  of  all  parties  cordially  uniud.  ToaspsLTus 
iNVAoka  was  the  point  In  which  etery  Englishman  agreed* 
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It  wf|s  the  gnind  centre  of  ynion ;  no  boat  o£  the  drut|i^ 
por  exhortation  of  the  coxyini|ui4^|  yv^  ceceesaiy  to.stimur 
hte  true  Britons  to  the  duty  of  defending  their  native  land 
upon  such  an  occasion.  Every  honest  roan  volyinteered  his 
service;  a  common  duty  gave  the'aknn  $  a  kind  of  natuml 
^Ufectipa  animated  courage  |  ud  every  loytr  pf  (lia  cou^ry 
v|aite4  ituihftkvflf^  for  the  hopr  th^  $\i<^  t\xy^mof^  h^m  tq 
fictioq.  It  W(W»  B^t«P?*  *^c  Qfify  caus^  ip  t|ic  supyc|ft  of 
nvhich  inep  of  tl|e.mo$t  opposite  passipns  ^d  principle*  cpuld 
meet.  Accordingly!  it  bep^me»  as  before  obseryedi  a  conv 
mon  cause ;  the  gencrpus  public^  though  hardly  pressed  by 
^he  exigencies  oft  ruinpjis  var,  gave  it  their  best  support ; 
pitr  Baets^  ^mlei  were  eqajp|>eil :  apiieach  man  relied  on 
t^c  e©|ii3|jei|^g^£^tli of  ^  othf r, 

3urim«cl^«;fKa^?»epretlf  ^1  work;  tp4  i? 8^  QP^rtp'  |it^ 
to  be  siispcf  ted.  A  ^ul  md  unnatural^  though  God  be 
praised»  not  a  general,  piece  pf  freachery  ynfi  discpveitd| 
where,  from  local  circumstancesi  we  bad  placed  the  most 
strength.  A  linki  in  the  great  national  pha{n  that  holds  uf 
together,  wasbroj^en  l^y  some  unn|}y  spirits^  evei^  after  they 
li|4  declared  their  satisfictioii  with  meatprea  ^pted  in  their 
Citour*  A  disorderly  part  pf  the  British  seamen  qoafnOed 
^ven  wi^  the  accomplishment  oiP  their  pwn  wjfhes;  an4 
vrhjie:  tl^  main  bpdy  of  those  valuable  l^ubprark^  *!^r*!^l  wjtl^ 
vrniing  heititS|  to  nj^rtgc  their  duty  on  its  prqpe|.  dement^ 
ffe  were  assailed^  a^  yoq  knoW|  in  our  vfjy^p^rts^  by  th^ 
i|ei^.w}i<|iin  W|e  bad^red|  n<){iruhcd^  fwd  r^v^dcd }  the  cir-» 
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cumiUBce  vas  sudden,  but  we  provided  for  it  wtth  manly 
ahcritj.  Indeed  there  oinnot  be  a  doubt,  but  in  such  a  di- 
lemma, England  had  not  an  ana  that  would  not  have  been 
m'sed  in  her  defence*  Every  noble  would  have  left  bis  man^' 
sioo,  every  honest  bbourer  his  cottage^  every  virtuous  man 
his  occupation ;  not  more  io  refcl  an  invader,  than  to  fhas^ 
tMe  an  ungnteful  insurgent ;  but  this  universal  patriotism 
was  not  then,  and,  I  tr^st^  ncv^  will  be  acoessary.  .  Tlie 
vuyority  of  the  navy  ^ere  S»un4  faithful  •»<- and  the  Bntish 
army  deserved  our  confidence.  It  was  firm  in  the  hour  o£ 
tetupUXkfBt  and  persevered  to  march  in  the  fore  right  road 
of  honour  and  virtue,  when  the  seduoer  had  beset  it  witl^ 
snares.  The  dark  assassins  who  bad  tampered  tfaehr  into- 
grity,  only  opcited  their  itanl^  bd^gnatioii ;  and  they  fidt  it 
not  more  as  an  insult  on  their  country  than  on  themselves. 
Like  pure  gold  tri^  in  the  fire,  their  virtue  has  come  forth  . 
without  alloy :  and  they  proved  to  the  surrounding  world 
that  there  is  no  base  metal#  no  dross  m  the  heart  of  i  British 
soldier. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  but  justice  to  observe,  that  our 
Saiioks  soon  resumed  themselves :  They  had  wrongs  which 
were  redressed,  i)nd  they  returned  to  their  sworn  duty,  and 
their  claims  were  allowed  a  thousand  fold.  They  soon  turned 
every  instrument  of  death  and  of  desolation/rom  the  bosoms  of 
their  countrymen ;  — disphyed  ensigns  of  loving-kindness  to 
the  faithful  Soldiers  who  had  set  them  an  example  of  honour- 
Ah  conduct,  r- They  pointed  their  cannon  to  the  proper 
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roaiici  and  the  flag  of  true  honour  and  true  courage  prerailed 
over  that  of  ungenerous  rehelHon.  — >  In  a  word»  tbcj  un* 
furled  their  saiis,  invited  the  o£BcerSy  whom  they  had  di^ 
mantled  of  their  nghti,  to  accept  their  stations :  and,  agrecr 
ahle  to  the  advice  of  those  vho  appealed  to  them  pub- 
licly '—  myself  amongst  the  rest  r-  they  became  good  men  an4 
true  sailori.  It  was,  indeed,  the  moment,  and  tl^  only  one 
they  had  left  themselves,  to  redeem  the  character  of  the  Bri- 
tish Tar,  or  consign  it  to  eternal  infamy !  One  and  aU 
seemed  to  fed  the  force  of  this  important  truth  —that,  the 
Almighty  himself  could  not  conduct  the  affiiirt  of  the  world 
to  any  wise  or  good  end,  had  the  atoms  that  form  the 
strength  and  harmony  of  his  universe  the  power  and  the  wiH 
to  become  lawless  and  undisciplined. 
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This,  too,  ^ear  Baron,  was  the  crisis,  in  which 
I  contended,  and  shall  for  evef  contend,  that 
PNZOK  was,  is,  and  will  for  ever  be,  the  one 
thing  needfql  to  the  preservation  and  prospe*' 
rity  of  the  British  Empire.  And,  in  the  hope 
of  bringing  this  awefui  and  eternal  truth.faome 
to  the  ^f  bosiness  and  bosoms*'  of  the  people; 
I  threw  out  my  whole  mind,  and  its  cormcdons, 
in  an  appeal  to  my  countrymen,  which  I  gave 
without  a  name^  but  in  the  fullness  of  my  heart, 
under  the  title  of  "  Our  gpod  old  Castle  on^ 
the  Rock ;'-  the  dispersion  of  which,  answering- 
my  warmest  hope  of  its  getting  into  reading 
amongst  those  for  whose  use  it  was  intended, 
makes  me  proud  now  to  own,  and  to  preserve  it 
by  a  republication  in  these  papers  —  not  in  order 
**  to  swell  my  volume,"  as  certain  critics,  who  ex- 
hibit niore  of  the  politician  than  the  patriot  in 
their  journal,  will  assert ;  but,  because  I  think 
every  sincere  Ipver  of  the  country,  and  of  the 
stiU  uncertain  state  of  public  events  and  afifairs, 
will  deem  the  arguments  and  sentiments  neither 
local  nor  temporary ;  and  because  I  shall  never 
cease  to  feel  the  solemn  duty  of  the  very  first 
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«Htt«p«  ift  tb^  >(l4fest'^tttmtly>  that  every 

bo  its  oa^^m  tii4  diigroe,  to  his  natWe  cQuntry, 
ivhcneyer  hear  ^vigcnekrs  demand;  and  that 
there  k  not  one  amongat  us,  who,  while  the 
Provideiice  of  God  permits  him  to  enjoy  any 
corpopfalf  or  imtellectttal»  fimcticm,  has-  not  th9 
jnc^na  of  doing  sem^  public  good, 


It  ($  undor  ^  iwctiop  gf  th^sf  sacre4  convictions^  hqv 
fKc  time  of  collecting  thksc  papers  is  come,  that' I  shall  re-» 
priat  thf  Aj^oal  here  alluded  to,  as  this  volume  will  probity 
Tneet  the  eyes  of  many  which  \ive  not  seen  the  address ;  and 
95  the  time  employed  in  reading  it  will  not  csceed  more  thaq 
%  qMrter  of  aa  hour,  wUeh  I  dar«  flatter  tnyself  will  n^  be 
thought  wasted  by  those  who  love  the  peace  of  the  copntryi^ 
^nd  the  uniom  that  maintains  it.  While  those  who  persuade 
t^fi^«tlvt^  ^  V7  to  fefsuade  oth^i^y  tkaft  the  Old  Castle  is 
good  for  nothing,  and  bad  better  be  in  ruins,  rppk  and  all» 
can  but  conctder  me  as  a  weak  politician ;  and  if  I  do  not 
herein  wl^oliy  disgust  thetOt  pass  over  t^c  kav«  t^l  xhtf 
<:omc  to  something  tjicy  lU^e  bettcf* 
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OUR  GOOD  OLD  CASTLE  ON  THE  ROCK, 

THE  pOMMdN  pADSp. 

1  H£  Caus«  DOW  tjQ  be  maintain(sd  is  not 
tbat  of  any  set  of  men  whoija  the  caprices  of 
Fp^une,  or  jhc  copjtimtiops  pf  So.gicty  havt 
j^Iaced  on  an  (;Tnin^{:e  m  trust  fpr  the  r^st :  it; 
4o^  not  moy/e  on  thi?  nj»rrow  sc^Ie  of  Ministers, 
ipQgs^  l)or  ai)|  of  ^heir  Partisans  ^  it  ig  not^ 
tip^Iyf  eyett,  the  august,  cpllectiye  body  of  a 
T^^J-X  great  Enipire  \  nor  yet  alone  fpr  the 
present  age ;  it  is  the  Cause  of  all  Nations^  and 
f|s  we  honour  or  disgrace  it,  will  carry  shame  or 
glory,  to  the  remotest  parts  of  ;Jie  e^r;b>  ?in4  tp 
^?  Ijt^- Posterity. 
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If  ever  the  sacred  words.  Common  Cause 
were  more  appropriate  at  one  period  of  the 
human  history  than  at  another,  this  is  that  pe- 
riod: and  for  this,  ev^ry  eye  should  now  be 
wary,  every  foot  in  m9tion,  and  every  arm 
prepared. 

From  scenes  well  formed  to  assist  and  en« 
courage  peaceful  contemplation^)  permit  a  sin- 
cere Lover  of  his  Country,  and  of  all  good  Men 
in  every  Country,  to  present  you  with  the  coym- 
sels  of  one,  \^hoi  in  a  life  of  meditation,  has 
never  deviated  from  the  serene  apd  flowery 
paths  of  science,  into  the  thorny  track  of  poli* 
tics,  but  when  he  has  felt  it  the  duty  of  an 
Englishman  to  quit  the  train  of  milder  Reflec- 
tions, has  and  then  devoted  himself,  and  the 
best  of  those  energies  which  it  has  pleased  the 
great  Dispenser  to  bestow  on  him,  in  xht  hope 
of  appeasing  some  disturbance  of  the  public 
quiet,  or  moderate  somb  unhappy  contentioq 
amongst  his  Coi^ntrynien, 

He  will  not  divide  your  attention  amongst 
many  objects.  There  is,  indeed,  but  one  left, 
9nd  that  can  call  for  few  arguments  \  but  diosq 
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few  will  speak  to  your  reason,  your  affections, 
and  yonr  souls. 

.  You  have  long  been  at  war  with  others :  too 
many  of  those  whom  you  cannot  even  yet  con* 
sider  as  aliens,  are  at  war  with  themselves.  Dis- 
cussions of  the  motives  of  the  mania  that  con* 
tinues  to  drain  most  parts  of  Europe  of  its 
blood ;  and  cold  or  infiammatory  disputes  about 
which  has  been  right,  which  wrong,  in  it( 
origin  or  progress,  are  over.  Civil  Discord,  as- 
suming at  once  the  speed  and  desolation  of  the 
thunderbolt,  moves  with  giant  steps  from  one 
land  to  another;  and  ev^  the  Ocean  is  no 
longer  a  barrier. 

ColossusJike,  she  strides  from  sea  to  sea,  and 
:klmost,  without  borrowing  a  figure  from  Poetry, 
threatens  to  make  the  "  Green  one  Red.**  She 
acquires  bulk  and  vigour  as  she  goes  \  and  thero 
is  but  one  remaining  way  to  check  her  sangui- 
nary career  :  and  unless  ic  be  immediatelv  taken, 
even  that  will  be  in  the  grasp  of  this  exterminate 
iD^  fiend :  yet  the  way  is  easy,  and  after  a  brief 
pause^  I  will  conduct  you  to  it. 
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OUR  G^OOD  OLD  CASTLE  ON  THE  R06K. 

ITjss,  my  Coulittymen,  ^e  hate  still  to  boat< 

6UR  GOOD  OLoCAstLt  dN  THE  RoClt;  A  Rocfc 

<i?hich  Nature  has  made  iiilpregtiable  to  ctery 
thing  but  that  Undermining  power,  which  con. 
tracts  the  strength  of  Armies,  and  makes  em- 
battled Nations  feeble  as  the  unsinewed  Babe^ 

-»^C0NFED£kATI0H    AGAIKST    THE    CoMMOl* 

CafSe^ 

Nor  IS  this  out  Castle  a  barren  pdssessiofii 
flioti^h  encircled  by  the  Sea  j  for  while  the  idld 
foam  dashes  against  it,  every  billow  adds  to  iti 
security,  and  the  Ocean  is  at  onc6  its  pride  and 
Its  protector.  Which  of  you  does  not  feel  that 
ki  this  sacred  Edifice  you  have  an  Interest,  and 
tn  Inhetitarice  ?  Which  of  yoU  does  not  exiiU 
fn  the  thought  that  ft  is  yout*  home,  and  that  it 
fclnains  amidst  the  convulsions  of  the  Earth, 
tin  object  of  glofy  td  its  Friends,  so  doth  k  of 
despair  to  its  Foes  r  —  It  calls,  perhaps,  for  somef 
i'epairi,  —  hete  an- useless  ornament  to' be  tc^ 
moved — there  a  column  taken  down— *  hi  bnd 
part,  a  pillar  to  be  strengthened  —  in  anothrf 
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viable  supports,  to  be  examined.    In  k  kss  agi^ 

tating  hour  these  mtj  become  subjects  ^df fby 

of  your  aftentioii.    In  the  tnean  time  evefr  wete 

an  Enemy  to  take  a  svrrey,  he  trould  find  that 

the  foundation  ia  good,  and  that  the  hhfic 

still  stands  majestically  on  (he  Rock,  if^hereoA 

0ur  Ancestors  have  (Jaced  h*    It  tras  designed 

by  genuine  Patriotism,  and  e>cecated  by  Constim^ 

mate  Wisdom.    Let  none  of  the  popular  m&tua* 

tions  seduce  you  into  a  belief  chat  it  would  be  for 

the  happiness  or  policy  of  any  man,  now  its  Inha* 

lAtanr,  to  poll  ic  down ;  in  other  words,  to  de« 

stroy  fh  order  to  make  it  better.    Net  even  the 

ifflbn  of  all  the  world's  wisdont  of  policy  could 

in  a:  thousand  years  make  a  new  one  with  so 

mtkj  excellettcies,  ^0  few  defeeisf :  aiid  if  some 

<l  those  defkts  be  import^t,  as  it  is  n6t  fo  be 

itt&ed  they  are,  let  a  olmef  iHoift^nt  be  chosen 

to-tefotnl  th)em  ;  and  eVeh  let  them  then  be  fe-  j 

fotttted  hrthe  sfJirit  of  nieii,  and  not  df  lienfions  j  | 

as  lltembers  of  aChH^tiati  c^iiimunity,  not*  as  | 

pdHri<n^  rWtailckii, 

*^  Heirs  work  performing  in  the  name  of  God»" 

I  I 
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Be  not  persuaded  that  a  new  one  would  protd 
the  Phoenix  t  it  would  but  accumulate  the  mis« 
ohief  by  increasing  the  ashes  s  it  would  heap  ruin 
\ipqa  ruin,  till  the  Rock  itself,  whereon  Nature 
has  subKmely  enthroned  ic^  should  give  way, 
and  be  hurled  into  the  rery  sea  which  is  now  its 
guardian  and  its  glory. 

Would  you,  my  Countrymen,  examine  the 
reasons  why  the  venerable  Pile,  which  amidst 
these  almost 

**  Wrecks  of  nature  and  this  crush  of  worlds/* 

has  so  long  afforded  you  a  shelter,  should  bt 
defended  by  all  whom  it  protects,  those  rea« 
sons  are  obvious :  they  are  before  your  eyes, 
they  appeal  to  your  every  sense,  they  arc  beat- 
ing at  your  hearts.  That  Castle  holds  whaterer 
in  life  is  most  precious  to  you :  it  contains  the 
cradle  of  your  infant  Babes,  whose  slumbers  are 
undisturbed  and  sweet ;  ic  contains  your  whole* 
some  Bed,  unpolluted  by .  the  Rapine  of  lava* 
sion  :  it  receives  you,  after  the  honest  labours 
of  the  day,  whether  of  body  or  of  soul ;  and  not 
even  the  Battle  and  Murder  of.  other  Naiiomi 
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nor  any  thing  but  Guilt,  or  the  visitation  of 
Heaven,  which  happens  to  all  men,  can  prevent 
your  enjoyment  of  unbroken  repose.  The  apart- 
ment individually  allotted  to  you,  whether  spa- 
cious or  otherwise,  incloses  a  thousand  other 
blessings ;  but  were  there  only  these,  let  those 
senses  and  those  hearts  decide  whether  they  are 
not  sufficient  to  enrol  you  among  the  zealous 
Defenders  of  your  Country  ?  Which  of  you  that 
duly  appreciates  these  peculiar  privileges,  will 
noty  as  with  one  voice,  exclaim,  as  if  to  bind 
yourselves  in  one  solemn  oath  of  voluntary  al- 
legiance to  the  Common  Cause, —  "  /  will 
*'  live  or  die,  Jigbt  or  fall^  in  defence  of  my 
"  Castle  ?*' 

Nor  is  this  the  Language  of  an  Enthusiast. 
You  will  be  justified  in  it  upon  every  ground  of 
natural  feeling,  reason,  and  common  sense :  for 
you  may  defy  not  only  the  Malecontents,  but  the 
Innovators  themselves,  to  tell  you  in  what  other 
part  of  Europe,  not  too  remote  for  the  revolution- 
ary contest,  such  a  cradle  for  the  young,  a  crutch 
so  secure  for  the  aged,  or  a  couch  so  safe  for  all,  is 
to  be  found  ?  With  all  its  blemishes,  and  amidst 

VOL-  IL  P 
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all  US  injuries,  the  Good  old  Castile  on  the 
Rock,  is  still  the  best  Protection  of  it&  Natives; 
and  even  the  Sons  and  Fathers  of  its  naosc  iav- 
placable  Enemies  hail  it,  in  thisv  hour  of  peril,  as 
their  only  asylum, 

And  what,  my  Countrymen,  arc  your  com- 
plaints against  it  ?  —  Arc  your  conditions,  in 
50£n<5  partiqulars,  unequal  ?  —  Docs  the  hand  of 
Power  seem  to  pr^ss  a  heavier  burthen  on  some 
than  on  others?  — and  is  the  fruitful  Domaia, 
annexed  to  your  Castle,  parcelled  out  unfairly  ? 
—  Do  not  judge  in  thi&  way  :  there  is  no  situa- 
tion that  has  not  its  measures  of  evil  mingled 
with  its  good  :  but  even  on  yx)ur  own  estimate, 
you  can  only  be  comparatively  high  or  low, 
i.kh  or  poor :  an  extension  of  the  rule  by  which 
you  judge  will  make  your  own  allotment  a3 
much  superior  to  those  beneath  your  destiny,  as 
to  tto^e  whwu  you  imagine  to  be  above  it; 
and,  casting  an  eye  of  observation  on  the  sufiex* 
ing  world,  there  is  scarcely  an  Individual  in  the 
Realm  of  England  who  may  not,  with  grateful 
feelings,  ejaculate, 

"  What  Myriads  wish  to* be  as  Jilest  as  1!" 
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Under  (he^  happy  cHidilonSy  look  then,  my 
Countrymen,  at  your  uiW  peaceful  cottage^  and 
its  cheering  hearth; — cherish  yow  little  gar* 
den8,-r-dre^  ygur  smiUng  fields,  rn  ok,  if  yod 
havd  n<me  of  thelavcTj  Ci^nsiller  what  your  cuU 
tur^.  pf  them,  fqr  ethiwr a^.  prodiw:e$  to  ydu  in 
comfort,  in  health,  and  social  love  j-^-ton&Ifnr 
them  as  the  wboksome  toil  atn)  reward  of  yout 
industry.  ,  Turn  your  eye  on  the  Fiiipily  whom 
tha&  iad^str)^  nourished ;  on  the  sick  neighbottr 
to  ^hom  labotir  permits  the  moi^^landr  cordials 
of  loving-kindness  tO.be  dispensed}  wdas'yoii 
survey  these  objects  eH  die  social  and  kindled 
hearta  with  nu^xberk^  others  that  twiae  ^e  its 
fibres  abound  theo^^  you  will  b^  proud  of  jdur 
Country  ;  will  feel  your Siiilves  mote  than  ever 
pledged  to  support  her ;  you  will  ble^s  her  fruit- 
ful soil,  which  so  many  envy  j  and  detach  your 
thoughts  from  crcry  thing  that  would  annoy 
your  comfort  in  your  Good  old  Castle  on 
THE  Rock.  '  - ' 

TbextopitiilatiiOfi    o£  the -Cdpymtftt^V  still 
sacred  to !<iheP«di^LB^^fJEK<»A«D'  nwjst'b^iii'ie 

^  pa 
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tions.  And  while  these  are  leading  you  to  a 
grateful  train  of  thought,  and  stirring  your 
hearts  to  generous  feelings^  it  is  a  crisis  most 
fevouraUe  to  the  tenure  on  xwhich  you  hold 
these  enjoyments :  and  as  that  inevitably  leads 
to  a  brief  but  tremendous  account  of  the  reverse 
of  the^Picture^  we  will  make  another  pause  be- 
fore it  is  presented  for  your  contemplation.  In 
that  pause,  my  CountrymeUi  whatever  be  your 
state  and  station,  dwell  fcmdly  on  the  ben%nant 
privileges  which  you  have  yet  to  boast ;  and  be 
it  the  earnest  prayer  of  all  Britons  to  the  Foun- 
tain o[  Peace,  that  these  privileges  may  continue 
to  THEM,  and  be  restored  to  the  vnse  and  just 
of  every  other  Country,  more  especially  those  of 
the  Sister  Kingdom,  for  whom  we  must  yet  fed 
*  a  kindred  solicitude* 


THE  CASTLE  IN   DAKGER. 


To  draw  your  feelings,  my  beloved  Country- 
men, from  a  sense  of  Security  to  an  alarm  of 
Danger  j  from  an  almost  providratial  exemption 
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fcom  the  general  tumults  of  Society  to  scenes 
which  accumulate  Dismay  and  Horror,  seems 
inconsistent  with  the  professions  of  a  Friends 
Tet  it  is  only  from  clear  and  distinct  views  of 
an  object  that  we  can  form  any  correct  estimate 
concerning  its  good  or  evil ;  the  motive,  there- 
fore, must  excuse  me  to  you  for  the  salutary 
pain  I  must  give  by  pointing  at  the  possibility  of 
your  former  happy  sensations  being -converted 
into  their  reverse.  Let  us,  for  a  moment,  con- 
ten^late  the  Castle,  and  its  richly  cultivated 
domain,  in  ruins :  for  none  of  you  can  be  igno- 
rant that  such  ruin  is  meditated ;  and  that  it  is, 
indeed,  the  darling  passion  of  your  most  deter- 
mined Foe.  Let  us  imagine  the  menace  to  be 
effected.  The  devourer  has  taken  possession 
of  the  sacred  Earth  that  surrounds  your  Castle. 
Let  us  even  suppose,  preposterous  as  is  the  sup- 
position, that  you  should  deny  her  the  succour 
she  has  a  right  to  claim,  how  shall  I  exhibit  to 
you  the  features  of  the  hideous  Portrait  which 
would  be  formed  by  such  Degeneracy?  The 
fairest  hopes  of  the  Scythe  and  Sickle  would  fall 
ii^  one  crin^op  heap  before  you }  and  the  In* 
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strumencs  used  at  this  tranquil  hour  to  {iie^ve 
the  bread  of  life,  would  be  cor^rained  to  reap 
a  bloody  harvest^  in  whi^h  not  only  the  toils  of 
the  year,  but  of  the  whole  lives  of  your  Ibrer 
foLtbers,  might,  in  less  tiitie  than  has  been  em- 
ployed to  encrust  the  generous  deed  into  a  single 
acre  of  the  Earth,  be  involved.  Here,  as,  alas ! 
we  have  but  too  lately  witnessed  in  other*  counr 
tries,  every  barmless  utensil  of  Husbandry  might 
be  called  in  as  an  auxiliary  of  the  destructive 
sword,  to  assist  in  the  murder  of  your  wives  an^ 
innocent  offspring.  Or,  what  is  yet  more  la- 
mentable, your  own  hearts  may  be  hardened  by 
the  contagion  of  dire  example, ,  and  you,  your* 
aelves,  become  the  assassins  of  those  who  are 
now  most  near  and  dear  to  you.  Or,  if  there 
can  be  an  extreme  more  dire>  more  disnaiured 
than  this,  those  very  hands  which  you  have  es- 
poused at  the  altar  of  God,  and  those  arms 
which  enfold  you  with  conjugal  or  paternal  love, 
and  appeal  to  you  for  protection,  soothe  all 
your  cares,  and  double  all  your  joys,  may  —  O 
shuddering  thought !  —  be  raised  against  the 
bosoms  of  fHead  or  lover,  or  strike  at  the  heart 
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of  bashand  or  fetber  —  every  soft  tie  of  nature 
sk)  afiectiofi  dissolved  in  the  frenzy  of  mistaken 
zeal,  and  impelled  by  the  head*16ng  vehemence 
of  civil  fory. 

From  the  summit  of  yowr  Castle,  survey  a 
scene  like  this,  even  now  carrying  on  in  one  of 
the  fairest  appendages  of  your  Sister  Couhuy  :— * 
a  repetition  of  the  soul-sickening  deeds  which 
have  be^n  committed  in  another  ilKfac^^d  land 
within  your  view. 

Compared  with  these  horrors,  what  are  the 
local  hardships,  or  all  the  temporary  difficulties 
levied  by  the  exigence  of  the  times,  to  prevent 
them  ?  —  Which  of  you  would  not  sacrifice  a 
Kmb  to  save  the  whole  body  ?— Thinks  for  one 
iHfoment,  you  see  the  wholesome,  though  per* 
haps  hard-earn'd  meal,  which  your  Industry  has 
gained^  and  your  faithful  wife  prepared  for  you 
and  for  her  little  ones,  snatched  from  you» 
Imagine  you  behold  these  dearer  parts  of  your^ 
self  bathed  in  their  blood  —  dying  or  dead  be- 
fore you. 

Nor  let  such  of  you,  my  Countrymen,  as  are 
more  opulently  accommodated,  believe  that  yov 
p  4 
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'mil,  in  any  case,  exchan^  one  good  for  another. 
O  how  vainly  do  ye  suppose,  that  in  sacrificing 
Riches  J  ye  will  purchase  Liberty !  that  glaring, 
but  false  meteor  which  deludes  many  from  every 
point  of  reason,  good  faith,  and  common  sense ! 
You  would  only  barter  patrimonial  fortune,  or 
the  nobler  acquisitions  of  Industry,  for  disho- 
noured Poverty;  and  sell  rational  Freedom, 
which  may  be  perfected  without  these  horrors, 
for  more  confirmed  slavery.  What  better  than 
these  exchanges  have  been  made  in  any  of  the 
countries  where  the  crimson  Banner  of  Revolu- 
tion has  been  reared,  or  the  boasted  Tree  of 
Liberty  planted  ?  Survey  the  reeking  trophies . 
of  the  *  one,  and  the  bitter  fruits  of  the  other. 
In  each  of  the  warring  countries,  whether  suc^ 
cessful  or  conquered,  wherever  Freedom  had 
ten  old  wounds,  she  has  now  a  thousand  new 
ones.  Avoid  the  last,  and  use  a  better  weapon 
than  the  sword  of  Treason  —  Treason  against 
your  own  majesty — to  correct  the  daring  o&en^ 
ders  who  gave*  the  first ! 

There  are  political  Cathartics  yet  to  be  found, 
more  efficacious  than  the  caustiq  whicl^  Rebels 
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Hon  can  apply:  but  I  rq)eat,  that  no  healing 
power  can  be  used  till  the  deep-mouthed  vound9> 
which  are  now  given  to  Domestic  Order,  are 
cured  by  the  return  of  Domestic  Tranquil- 
LiTY.  And  this  brings  us  to  the  means  by 
which  this  order  and  tranquillity  can  be  attained, 
and  which  I  promise  to  point  out. 


the  castle  preserved. 


Wide  spreading  as  is  the  mischief^  my  Coun- 
trymen, what  is  there  of  good,  not  physically 
impossible,  which  cannot  be  accomplished  by 
Union  ? 

Turn  your  eyes  to  the  wonders,  the  almost 
miracles  of  Union.  Deserts  converted  to  blocun* 
ing  pasture  ;  the  craggy  rock  into  a  conveyance 
of  living  waters }  the  sullen  flint  into  genial 
fire ;  the  wild  waste,  which  scarcely  gives  the 
verdure  of  the  thistle,  in^  a  fragrant  garden  ; 
the  most  baneful  poisons  into  salutary  food  for 
the  healthy,  or  medicines  for  the  sick;  the 
frowning  pit,  and  mishapen  quarry  into  a  magni- 
ficent city.    These  are  the  least  important  of 
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the  powers'  of  Union  ;  thfey  are  the  vmtk  of 
ima's  hands :  —  a  nobler  ^vondcr  is  reserved  for 
you,  my  Country  men  —for  your  hearts ;  —  an 
honest  exertion  of  these  in  the  Common  Cause 
shall  preserve  your  inheritance.  Union  shall 
make  your  fixed  and  floating  Castles  indeed 
triumphant.  But  the  Union  must  not  only  be 
general,  as,  praise  be  to  the  British  character,  it 
now  is  —  it  must  be  Universal,  —  the  whole 
Patriot  soul  informing  and  animating  the  whole 
Patriot  body. 

The  best,  bravest,  and  most  wise  amongst 
you,  of  ALL  parties,  agree  to  call  die  defence  of 
your  native  Land  against  an  invading  Foe,  whe* 
ther  foreign  or  domestic,  true  Patriotism.  la 
the  name  of  the  Patriot,  then,  I  conjure  you  to 
encourage  it,— My  Friends,  it  is  the  ardent, 
active,  and  sacred  principle  that  has  already  led 
you  to  suspend  all  your  accustomed  pleasurcSj 
all  g^dnfol  pursuits,  or  at  least  to  consider  them 
as  secondary;  to  postpone  every  question  of 
what  is  hereafter  to  be  discussed,  and  every  mea- 
sure that  may  be  adbpted  for  Prince  or  People, 
for  Church  or  State.  The  more  you  contemplate. 
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the  more  will  you  be  convinced  that  Union  is  t/je 
one  thing  immediately  needful.  Wi thout  it,  indeed, 
nothing  either  of  Heaven  or  Earth  could  pre- 
serve its  beauty  or  its  use.  A  few  discordant 
parts  would  unsettle  the  whole  system  of  the 
spheres,  —  the  planets  would  rush  furious  on 
each  other,  the  moon  be  hurled  from  her  orbit, 
and  the  Earth  be  shrivelled  like  a  scroll  by  a 
spark  from  the  sun.  My  Couatrymen,  imitate 
that  which  holds  the  Heaven§  themselves  to- 
gether. Unite:  PreserveOroer:  Be  Faitm- 
fvh  TO  Yourselves  ;  and,  secure  in  your 
Good  Old  Castle  on  the  Rock,  you  maj 
pld  defiance  to  the  embattled  Globe. 
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LETTER   XVllI. 


jTorth  Runcion,  October  1798, 

After  stopping  to  re-enjoy  the  sweets  that 
surround^  and  are  inmates  of  this  village,  with 
all  which  my  *  former  letters  from  hence  have 
acquainted  you,  I  begin  my  proposed  tour  into 
Suffolk,  the  adjoining  county,  by  a  route  ^ot 
exactly  in  the  line  of  regular  travel,  but  in 
every  way  the  more  pleasant  on  that  account, 
and  which  proved  so  extremely  satisfactory  to 
tnc  that  I  feel  every  hope  a  faithful  description 
will  recommend.it  to  you. 

I  took  my  way  through  Stoke,  Brandon,  and 
Thetford,  which  is  made  interesting  by  various 
objects;  amongst  the  most  attractive  of  which 
arc  the  ruins  of  Castle- Acre. 

Never,  perhaps,  were  the  changes  of  tim« 


*  Sec  Letters  4, 5,  vol.  iit. 
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exhibited  in  a  more  remarkable  i^anner  than  in 
the  town^fortressj  and  monastery,  of  Castle-Acre. 

But,  whatever  difference  these  changes  may 
have  made  in  the  appearance  of  the  original 
scenery,  when  the  castle  and  monastery  were  in 
the  pride  of  their  warriors  and  of  their  priest9» 
the  objects  which  remain,  however  mutilat- 
ed, are  still  sufficient  to  render  this  spot  as 
important  and  interesting  to  the  eye  and  heart 
of  travellers  of  genius  and  sensibility  as  any 
in  the  Island. 

The  grand  cloister  is  converted  into  a  pig- 
house,  which  you  enter  by  noble  arches  — 
the  abbot's  sacred  apartment  is  now  *  Mr. 
Ward's  cheese-chamber  and  ham-house:  and 
seldcHn  have  swine  been  lodged  more  luxu* 
riously  than  in  their  piggory  at  Castle-Acre. 
It  is  floored  with  Roman  brick-work,  and  deled 
with  cedar  —  the  stone-coffin>  which  was  taken 
up  in  the  time  of  Blomfield's  visit  to  this  place^ 
is  now  made  a  water-trough  for  the  farmers 
horses.  —  The  teest  front  of  the  monastery  ex- 


•  Tbe  present  occupier  of  the  farm. 
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fatbits  a  sublimity^  and  the  very  glory  of  mortal 
worknoaixship^  b  nearly  entire. — The  clrcunv 
ference  of  the  outer  wall  is  immense  — '•  the  ivy 
k  finely  twisted^  branched^  and  even  rooted^ 
into  the  stone- work.  -*^  Some  of  the  ruins  stand 
fearfully^  some  proudly  apart^  and  seem  to 
warn  the  pass^ger  not  to  advance  too  near. 
The  lands  around  are  admirably  disposed  in  aid 
of  this  imagery*  The  castle  rampart  is  awe^ 
fully  sublime^ — seen  from  hence  at  various  pointy 
of  view  is  its  ditch  picturesque  in  shrubs  midway, 
on  the  sides  of  which  children,  sheep,  and  oxen, 
seem  to  hang  suspended,  though  the  latter  were  at 
£eed  and  the  former  at  play.  It  was  the  full  of  the 
bv^ters  moon — and  the  night  had  been  for 
some  time^  such  as  a  painter,  poet,  or  any  other 
lover  of  nature,  would  have  chosai.  The  moon 
beams- fell  fall  on  the  ruins-*- some  of  the  sheep 
folded  themselvesu  amongst  the  fragments  — 
%om&  reposed  m  the  doy^er — other*  in  the 
hollow  of  what  was  supposed  to  be  the  holy 
well  —  several  made  their  bed  in  the  ^axt  which 
appeared  to  have  been  the  altar-place,  two  or 
three  paced  the  cloystcrs,  and  1  observed  one 
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Standing  immediately  in  the  centre  of  an,  arcb 
of  the  re&ctoirc»  while  others  w^re  feeding  in 
the  place  of  sepulture,  neac  to  the  spot  from 
\rhcnce  Mj,  Blomiield  dug.  the  $tone-ico£n« 
The  Birm^hpnes  weie  in  the  chapel,  and  the 
hogs,  with  no*  vety  great  alteration,  perhaps, 
between  the  ancient  and  modem  possessors, 
were  snoring  comfortably  under  the  fretted  roof 
of  their  saperh  stye* 

You  must  look  into  your  own  mind,  for  a 
respondent  sentiment  to  that  I  felt^ .  as  I  stood 
l(Mkdy  and  silent  arnidst  these  d;esolate  and  path* 
W^  monuQ^ents  of  what  bad  been  great  and 
^a^ored,  the  abodes  of  vice  and  virtue,  truth,  and 
bypocrifty^  learning  and  ignorance — for  we  must 
admit  a  mi«iure  in  all  numearous  associations^ 
^r  we  break  the  chain  of  society  I 

If  I  have  ever  felt  a  moment  of  inspirati^j^j 
qmgl^  from  objects  -that  struck  the  soul  an4 
senses,  this  was  that  moflaent,  Iiuminacing  in 
versei— •• 

"  I  thought  in  numbers,  for  the  numbers  came  ;'* 
aadk  as  I  wa&  leaning  against  the  fragment  of  the 
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singular  pillar  before  notedj  I  took  out  my 
pencil  and  note-bodk,  which  the  light  of  the 
moon  would  have  shone  on^  though  the  wind 
blew  a  passing  cloudy  and  not  sddoih  a  dark 
one,  over  her  visage — and  I  should  have  marked 
down  an  idea  which  the  scenery  then  suggested, 
had  I  not  been  alarmed  by  the  sudden  start, 
and  afterwards  quick  disccmiposed  step,  of  two 
of  the  sheep;  which  had  taken  up  their  lodging 
in  a  place,  one  of  my  informers  assured  me,  had 
been  a  dressing-room  for  the  bathers ;  and  it  is 
probable,  for  it  is  a  long  narrow  passage,  lead- 
ing by  stone  steps  into  a  very  deq)  hoUow,  which 
is  still  visible.  In  the  next  instant  I  saw  a  man 
and  woman  just  entering  the  place  —  I  know  by 
yo^r  smiling,  you  decide  on  the  nature  of  this 
moon-light  assignation }  and  certain  it  is,  that 
tl)^  time  and  place  were  apt  for  the  designs  pf 
any  sort  of  gallantry :  but  I  wish  the  same  spot 
may,  in  old  times,  never  have  been  more  pro* 
phaned  —  nay,  I  wish  it  may  have  been  often 
the  appointed  rendezvous  of  so  much  pure  af- 
fection—  I  stepped  round  my  pillar,  and  was 
compleatly  shaded  from  the  reach  of  eyes,  but 
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a$  perfectly  within  ear-shot^  of  a  repeddoa  of 
the  fondest  love,  on  both  sideSj  concluded  by 
these  words  :-^ 

<^  Father  will  miss  me,  Robert*  As  you  owe 
such  a  sort  ^  of  miles  to  shake  hands,  and  let  me 
hear  what  you  had  to  tell  me,  I  would  not  havQ 
failed  running  out  tot  a  moment,  had  it  rained 
ever  so  faist,  instead  of  being  moon-shiny/^  -^ 
<^  Thank  you,  dear,  dear  Betsey^  and  I  have 
only  to  say,  and  that  is  what  I  had  to  tell,  this 
shall  be  the  last  running  out,  wet  or  dry^  to  meet 
Robert ;  for  ;7iy  father  will,  before  Christmas,  do 
as  much  for  me  as  yours  for  you,and  you  will  then 
be  my  own  sacred,  loved,  wedded  wife,  Betsey ; 
and  before  bng,  the  old  ones  will  have  a  meet* 
ing,  and  the  young  ones,  that  is,  you  and  I^ 
may  shake  hands  at  one  another's  houses ;  mean* 
time  I  won't  take  more  than  this  one^true  lover's 
kiss — there '—and  now  ril  just  sec  you  across 
the  mead,  and  step  hfm^  as  gay  as  a  bird*'' 
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^  Scrtf  Thin  bit  in  tke  former  volume  bten  expUoed 
at  m  NorfoU  word,  to  c^prett  a  confidertble  ^oa&tttjr  or 
number. 
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The  honest  youth  hasted  t6  petform  his  pro- 
mise^ and  eoming  undiscov^'ed  froth  tny  pillar, 
as  I  saw  them  depart,  I  breathed  a  blessing  for 
their  union  and  for  its  happiness. 

In  your  visit  to  this  romantic  village  ^ou 
idll  n6r  forget  to  walk  tound  the  out-Wrks  df 
(he  fortress,  by  a  path  which  rises  from  tKe  bot^ 
f om  of  the  vale.  Yon  will  be  struck  at  every 
fttep  by  something  either  sablime,  beautiful/  or 
pictures  jut. — Oneof  ourEnglishwriters  has  made 
a  very  new  and  correct  distinction  betwixt  the 
kenery,  peculiarly  appropriate  to  the  latter  term^ 
&nd  its  imagery;  and  you  will  fed  the  whole  force 
ind  delicacy  of  his  discrimmation.  It  is  an  *  En- 
quiry of  high  merit,  and  shall  form  part  of  my 
meditated  parcel. 

In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Price^s  idea  of  the  pittu^ 
tesque  will  be  acceptable.  The  characterisric  foa- 
tures  of  the  pictures^  he  reprtsfllts  as  bdhg  w 
irkaiy  and  variety,  to  whldr,  from  other  parts  oF 
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the  (!c8criptl6n,^e  seem  warranted  taadd,  so  com- 
blned,  as  to  evince  unity  of  design,  and  to  pro- ' 
dtite   an  interesting  effect.    This  is  neither  of 
the  wild,  vast,  and  simple,  character  of  the  sub- 
limb  j  nor  of  the  stil),  perfectly  soft,  uniform, 
simple,,  character  of  unmixed  beauty.      Re- 
specting the  appropriate  characters  of  the  pic- 
turesque, they  result  from  that  intricacy  which 
alike  excludes  the  absolute  simplicity  of  the 
sublime^  and  the  equal,  though,  in  kind  essentially 
different,    simplicity   of  perfect  beauty.      Per- 
haps, then,  the  definition  of  the  picturesqjte 
might  stand  thus :  —  A  combination  of  visible 
objects^  characterized  by  variety^  with  intricacy 
so  selected  and  disposed^  as  to  evince  unity  of  de-^ 
sipij  and  to  produce  an  interesting  effect ;  the  /nn- 
ciples  of  which  a  painter  vuould  recognize. 

The  picturesque  holds  a  station  between 
BEAUTY  and  SUBLIMITY ;  and  is,  on  that  ac- 
count, perhaps,  more  frequently  and  more  hap- 
pily blended  with  them  both,  than  they  are 
\]mh  each  other;  he  then  remarks  upon  those 
particulars  t?Rich  shew  that  it  is  perfectly  distinct 
from  either :  the  on«  being  founded  on  smooth'^ 
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mss^  the  other  on  rtmgbness  \  the  one  ongradttat, 
the  other  on  sudden  variation ;  the  one  on  ideas 
of  youth  and  freshness,  the  other  on  those  of 
age  and  decay. 

From  the  register  of  Castle-Acre  we  learn 
several  curious  particulars  relating  to  the  an* 
dent  family  of  de  Melton,  or  Constable. 

"  Alice  de  Warren  in  her  widowhood,  with 
the  consent  of  her  son  and  hdrj  Sir  Jeffrey  de 
Melton,  gave  by  deed  to  the  monks  of  Castk* 
Acre  the  yearly  rent  of  three  sbilHngt  out  of  a 
mill  in  East  Tuddenbam  ;  and  by  another  deed 
confirms  the  same;  willing  the  monks  to  re-- 
member  her,  and  with  the  said  yearly  rent  to 
mend  their  towels  J* 

By  her  will,  beginning  thus : — 

^<  In  the  name  of  theTather,  the  Son,  and 
^<  the  Holy  Ghost,  Amen.  This  is  the  testa^ 
**  mentof  Alice  de  Warren — Imprimis.  I  give 
^''  my  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church  of  Su 
^'  Mary,  of  the  monks  of  Acre ;  and  two  of  my 
^  better  sort  of  horses,  with  a  vestment  for  a 
^  priest,  and  a  chalice  (or  a  cup)  and  half  a 
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**  mark  rent  per.  ann.  for  ever,  out  of  my  mill 
«  in  Tuddenham,  &c/' 

^^  Sir  Jeffrey  Constable  de  Melton,  her  son 
and  heir,  by  deed  confirmed  the  above-mentioned 
grants, 

<*  Sir  Pet^de  Melton  confirmed  also  by  deed 
tlie  ssud  grant  of  his  mother  Alice,  &c. }  and 
moreover  gave  to  the  ^id  monks  the  yearly 
rent  of  1 2d.  to  be  reoeived  of  Reiner  de  la  Dale 
of  Tuddenbam:  be  also  bound  himself  to  pay, 
in  performance  of  his  mother's  will,  to  the 
monks  of  Castle«Acre,  at  Easter  4od,  and  at 
Michaelmas  40  d.  Dated  at  Castle-Acre,  the 
15th  of  Feblruary  1228/* 

A  little,  not  hedge— •but  heath  ale-house— ^ 
ten  miles  from  SwaflFham,  is  as  wdcome  to 
the  traveller,  ^ttx  in 'fine  wealhtr,  iSut  %tA 
miles  of  almost  unsheltered  cotamc^,  uMirtos, 
or  open  fields,  over  sand  or  tbalk,  1^  a  rivulet 
to  aiif'JlTaSian  i^ssing'  Uie  desefts. '  I  iieed  not 
bid  you  jjxause  at  it  if  ydci  ait  on  horse^Wk— * 
for  eight  ibiles,  ndloss  |>rotected,  must  be  mea^. 
ttired  ^before  you  reach  Thetfeid.    If  time  aU 
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)ow£,  a  walk  over  the  grouod3  of  hari  Fetre» 
at  fiuckingham-halU  may  amuse  you  ^-^  but  joa 
Fill  be^graufied  yet  more  by  under^tandiz^  that 
the  above«mentiouqd  nobleiaan  keeps  in  whole*' 
some  exercise  many  hundreds  of  poor  people  in 
t&btiiig  the  S€iveral  improvements  in  his  new 
j)rojegtpd  gardeps  apd  pV^ure-grounds— 'thereby 
ctnltivatipg  ^  ^arryii^  qi^  t^^  ornau^nts  and 
charitiiis  at  the  same  time )  projecting^  it  i^^said^ 
the  former  .to  keep  in  honest  occupation  the 
proper  objects  of  the  latter.    , 

While,  you  are  thus  indulging  your  curiosity^ 
ho^est  John  Pesirscyi^  will  ^  rub  down  and  feed 
your  horse,  and  his  not  taciturne  wife  will  re- 
gale your  return  with  fresh  eggs  and  some  of  the 
best  ba0ofl»  even  you»  who  are  of  Wcstpha* 
lia  extracQOBA  ever  ate;  For .  thisj  a  jug  of 
pot-brown  .alQj  a|id  ^up^^fie^  of  civUitjy  you 
wiU^p^ir  fiMi  4Ji^f%;rr^  including  your  steed^s 
refreshment -rW^TrWd  ^^  entire  iiistory  of 
the  vill^  into^thf  ban§[amh-Bucldbig^mm-^ 
inclusjive*  Two  of  ^b^  ;^cdotes.  are.  wartk 
reQordip^'  because  oi^^o^ry  I  &ul  both  ^ 
«ttt^fi»ic+-Oi»gis,.that  aJ|hpu|h  ^ht^fhijuU. 
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be  c^yf»  «^ce  once  4  fert^igbt  in  a  little 
vtfgax-ionl^^ofiikiMg  fbprfh^  tbe  vpfthy  priest 
spqiQ(i}p^  ppslpon^  it  to  f  more  powreyiew; 

l»dW3f,..  **  we  dpi^'l;  jg?t  ja  mowwl  «»f.  r^ligiji}. 
«9Wei|faef  %-a|iK>p^l>r  six)veeltsj;bvu  tken 

4^  9P  ^e  w^»lte4  -in  ^w.  pew3  tiJJL  tljijef c  i$  n^ 
use  in  waiting  any  )sf^iKf  ^T  hit  pf  p  plisrk  bijk 
•»d^Jthfcbftf  wisaft/VPWi^yas,  pijef  j«npi, 
and  away  wf^^:",     . 

**  Yc«,  Sir,"  says  my  landlord,  *^  our  Lord 
Petre  is  a  nice  man.  He  came  down  to  the 
hall  last  week  with  a  new  fancy,  which  I  ap- 
prove of  very  much — he  will  let  no  yoimg 
batchebr  work  on  his  premises,  he  says,  while 
the  King  wants  soldiers — but  if  they  go  and 
serve  his  Majesty  and  their  country,  and  re- 
turn to  the  hall,  then  their  pay  shall  be  doubled/' 

Intermediate  heath'ground,  unrelieved,  and 
as  unvaried  as  the  note  of  the  lapwing  that  com- 
plains by  the  way,  with  scarcely  the  gilding  of  afine 
autumnal  sun,  could  recondie  the  uocheary  pros- 
pect before  me:  and  I  was  obliged  to  resort  to  me^ 
<L4 
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tnory  of  the  past,  to  supply  and  atone  for  the 
present.  That  blessed  power  wluch  invests  the 
mind  with  a  kind  of  second  sight,  carried  me 
back  on  her  rapid  and  invisible  wing  to  the  soft 
ascents  and  falls  of  Runcton— to  the  majestic 
and  thought'inspiring  relicts  of  Castle- Acre,  and 
thus  I  was  9ooa  enabled  to  overleap  the  present 
dme,  and  to  pass  smoothly  along  die  rest  of 
the  dreary  heath  to  Thetfiord. 

Until  I  can  give  you  an  aca>unt  of  wUdi 
town  I  bid  you  an  afiectiooate  ai^eu. 
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LETTER   XJX. 


TbetfonL 

JhlAUTni  thinks  it  probable  that  Thetfori 
was  the  royal  dty  of  the  Iceni  even  before  the 
Roman  mvasion ;  it  was  called  by  the  Romans 
die  dty  upon  the  riyer  Sit  or  Thet,  die  name 
of  a  small  river  felling  out  of  Suffolk  into  the 
Kttle  Ouse>  which  runs  through  this  town* 

The  view  from  theCastle-htUof  this  town  is  pic- 
turesque^and  commanding  a  great  extent  of  coun^ 
try ;  and  it  is  made  yet  more  attracting  by  a  back 
view,  about  a  mile  on  the  Swaffham  road.  Ekfatr 
the  andent  or  nK>dem  historians  dispuieamong 
themselves,  whediar  it  was  a  work  of  theRomaas 
or  Saxons — nor  is  it  very  material  to  the  prospect 
wUch  you  may  at  present  enjoy  on  itstc^,  or 
die  grandeur  t£  its  ascent  ~  though  a  great  deal 
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has  been  said  about  its  ramparts^  parallelograms, 
parapets ;  its  angles^  concaves,  &c.  &c.  all  of 
which  are  right  and  diligently  detailed  by  ho- 
nest Tom  Martin,  if  my  dear  Friend,  and  my 
good  readers  m$h  to  consult  laiv^  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  hill  itself  will  well  repay  your  passing 
half  an  hour  in  a  more  active  and  animated  sur- 
vey of  it ;  in  the  book  of  nature,  in  the  very 
leaf  which  is  now  left  for  your  inspection,  with- 
out any  elucMacions  4>^  d;u;k^;ia9g»  pf.irs  4om- 
mttitotor^.  N< verthcle3S|  if  y/ou  \k  ^fx.  minded^ 
yo»  mVf  f»t  only  'ie«  thj^e^  bq{  z  ciri^umstan^ 
^  «c«wnt  of  it^  bonwKf ,  t^buUdxngSi  and 
V»W^  growth)  from  the  tibtne  x>f  its  toi;al  rui^ 
by  the  Danes  to  the  r^ign  of  Kdw*rd  th/e  CpUw 
fbteoi'  I  find  hpw  mu^  it  mi^d  i^il^  itrms 
of  WUHam  the  Con^ueroar ;  ^ho,,  jt  s/^vth  UQt^ 
mthfitandtng  Jm  6pl^n4i4  epithet  pf  tfte  ^lo- 
riant  <i7arrio«r,  set  his  wiF;  i^g^uns^  »i  -I^Wjg^e^ 
•^^ngbj  in  jpdiAt  pfibrtAwe,  t^ey  wens 
iaad  io  be  poor^  «^bnt  ric^  or  ^c^lse,  tbo 
glmons  wtirriout  d^royed  them«  .  ;. 
The  anjient  lniAU^^tJm  qhur^te^  ^:it)i«if 
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any  sort  ^  nor  do  the  pidowmeiits  zppean  to  have 
been  much  ia  the  stile  af  ecclesiastical  provision. 
The  highest  estimate  of  one  of  their  churches^ 
even  in  the  reign  of  Etizabeth,  was  so  soialU 
that  half  of  the  rector's  first-fruits  vfcttforj^ivm 
him  by  the  bishop ;.  but  a  famous  relic  i^iven  to 
the  reverend,  pauper^  whc^sejoame  was  Wadus^ 
made  ample  amends. 

^<  In  Thetford  was  a  parish  church,  which  i^ 
now  deslrojedj  called  St.  Andrie^e  —  in  this 
dnxrch^  among  other  relics^  was  the  smock  of  St^ 
Andrieseft  ^hi<}h  was  there  kept  as  a  great  jewe) 
and  precious  reli^ue — the  virtue  of,  that  smocH 
was  mjghty  «nd  manifold}  but  especially  in 
putUs^  away*  the  tooth-ach  and  the  swelling  of 
the  throat— §0,  that  the  patients  were  first  of  all 
shriven^  and, heard  mass,  and  did  such  oblations 
as  the  priest  of  the  church  enjoined."  —  The 
vulgar  supposed  this  relique  to  be  so  full  of 
sacred  virtue,  that  they  ordered  in  their  will 
certain  j^rsons  to  go  in  pilgrimage  to  it,  for  the 
^Ivation  of  their  souls.  Margaret  Whoop,  of 
£^t-Harling,  Jbad  the  following  clause  in  her 
lyil?,  whifh.  ya^  dated  icoi:— "  I  will  tlwf 
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another  man  shall  go  in  pilgrimage  for  me 
to  Thetford,  and  offer  for  me  to  Su  Andriese's 

'  The  corporation  of  Thetford,  as  appears  from 
Doomsday-bookj  which  ve  consider  as  the  most 
authentic  repository  of  our  ancient  records,  is  of 
great  andquity ;  and  a  circumstantial  accoimt  of 
its  charters,  arms,  benefactions,  mayors,  represen- 
tativesy  liberties,  burgesses,  even  down  to  its 
coroners  and  constables,  is  given  with  all  the 
fond  prolixity  of  a  man  attached  to  his  native 
town,  and  a  lover  of  antiquity,  by  the  Thetford 
historian :  but  as  this  can  be  interesting  only 
to  those,  who,  like  himself,  feel  for  it  the  same 
natural  prepossessions,  we  refer  all  such  of  our 
readers  to  the  original  *work,  where  they  will  be 
more  pleased  to  collect  it  from  the  pages  of 
their  worthy  countryman,  than  from  those  of 
any  other  writer. 

Mr.  Martin's  description  of  the  town,  though 
it  still  gives  the  general  figure,  does  by  no  means 
present  the  particular  features ;  for  though  it  is 
true  that  the  buildings  are  sdll  ndther  uni- 
formly degant,  nor  the  streets  regular,  it  has 
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not  now  the  air  of  a  decayed  village ;  for  the 
interspersure  of  genteel  bouses  and  ample  shops 
prerail  over  the  poorer  buildings :  and  from  the 
spirit  of  improvement  in  every  English  town 
the  latter  vrill  gradually  l)e  supplied^  either  by 
more  uniform  cottages^  or  purchased  for  more  , 
beneficial  purposes. 

Thetford  was  once  the  residence  of  the  East- 
Anglian  kingdom,  and  was  frequently  visited  by 
Queen  Elizabeth :  the  last  august  personage  on 
record  was  James  L  who  ibr  several  years' past 
the  hunting  season  here;  dll,  receiving  an  af- 
front from  one  of  the  formers^  for  riding  over 
his  corn,  for  which  the  royal  trqyosser /wa^ 
threatened  whh  a  prosecution.  The  great  follgi 
thereupon  ceased  to  honour,  or  iq/ure  it-«-whtcb^ 
ever  the  reader  pleases* 
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LETTER   XX. 


Tbitfori. 

1  HE  prior^  who  was  a  Savoyard,  and  as« 
tamed  upon  being-  a  relation  of  the  queen  <^ 
England,  invited  two  of  his  brothers  to  pay 
him  a  vidt  at  his  monastery ;  one  named  Ber- 
nardy  was  a  knight;   the  other,  Guiscard,  a 
debandi^  derk.    Ic  was  their  common  prac- 
tice to  glat  themselves  with  the  best  and  molt 
ddicate  provisions  and  wines,  till  the  morning 
began  to  dawn,  without  paying  any  regard  to 
the  duties  of  the  house,  or  the  other  monks  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  proper  labours  of  the 
day.    Bernard,  more  sober  than  the  other,  re« 
tired ;  but  the  insatiable  appetite  of  Guiscard 
continued  these  indulgendes ;  till  the  prior  hav- 
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ihg  \i^stcd  flie  revenues  of  the  house,  and  ex- 
posed himself,  by  his  excesses^  to  the  reproaches 
of  the  monkS)  was  accused  trfth  great  freedom 
6y  one  of  them,  whom  he  had  invited  from 
Cluny.    The  monk,  exasperated  by  his  harsh 
hnguagc,*  accompanied  with  oaths  and  impreca- 
tions, was  worked  up  to  such  diabolical  rage, 
that,  rfcgardlett  of  the  laws  of- God  and  man, 
and  the  sanctity  bf  the  place,  he  fell  opdn  tha 
prior,  and  With  his  knife  stabbed  him  in  the 
belly  thaC'hi^  "bowels  fell  out  —  and,  before  the 
Hnhappf^man  could  call  out  for  help,  repeated 
his  blows  tHl  he  had  dispatched  him*    The  peN 
petratot  of  this  horrid  deed  was  presently  ap^* 
prehended,  and  at  the  instances  of  the  queeiu 
the  king  cdmmanded  that  the  execrable  wretch 
^lould  be  bound  and  confinod  in  the  deepest 
dnd  darkest  dungeon  in  Norwich  castle.    The 
bietorian  concludes  this  dismal  story  with  ex« 
culpi^ng  the  whole  fraternity  by  this  line  of  the 
heatheft  poet :  — 

^<  Parcite  piuccrum  difiundere  crimen  in  omoes.'^ 
notwithstanding  tbese  excesses,  you  are  not  to  be 
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prejudiced  against  the  general  character  of  this 
holy  repository,  where  many  pious  and  right 
monastical  miracles,  I  would  have  you  to  know^ 
werp  performed,  of  which  so  many  notaUe 
examples  have  been  recorded,  that  I  shall  select 
one  or  two  of  the  most  important.  There 
was  a  woman  in  Thetford,  who,  from  con- 
tinual infirmity,  was  almost  brought  to  the 
grave;  and,  what  is  wonderful  to  be  heard, 
she  was  seiwd  in  her  tongue  in  such  a  manner, 
ihat  it  was  drawn  back  into  her  throat,  so  that 
she  had  lost  the  use  of  speech  and  power  of 
moving  her  tongue  While  she  was  in  this 
state  some  benevolent  persons  gave  her  a  sum 
pf  money  for  the  recovery  of  her  health,  en* 
deavouring  to  persuade  her  to  go  to  Woolnit, 
and  there  offer  it  to  the  image  of  the  glorious 
Virgin }  but  the  woman  gave  signs  of  reluctance, 
ai^d  pointed  to  the  monastery  of  the  monks* 
|ier  friends  and  benefactors  perceiving  her  in« 
clinations,  advised  her  to  offer  the  money  she 
had  received  to  the  image  of  the  Virgin  which 
was  in  the  chapel  of  the  monks.  Immediately 
after  the  woman  had  made  an  end  of  offering 
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file  met  of  her  ton^d  was*  r^sstortd^ .  and  ^fae 
^keyr^blessing  zsi  ..pvaiiing  Gad:aaitL  His  gkn 
norxii  Mother.  The  maimer  of  the  wckt\fs^% 
rcceiviiig  her  speech. was,  thati  while  ihie  .avis 
pir2l}iUig  before  thd  ahar,  over  .which,  the  unagc 
stood*  a  person  like  unt6  the  image  ipptatedi 
aud  tmraculotisly  with  her  hand  drew  back  the 
wpman's  tpngue  froirt  I^er  throat — anj  /or  thiar 
gracious  and  self-evident  miracle,  she  Vowed 
that  .during  thq  f^miunder  of  her  life  she  would 
keep  a  lamp  burning  before  the  image.,    , 

And  if  this  k  QQt  sufficient  to  commemorate 
the  miracles  of  the  monastery,  take  another, 
—  which  you  will  possibly  think  out-herods 
Herod,  though  it  has  still  its  believers^  It  is^  how^ 
ever,  necessary  to  let  you  a  little  into  the  secret 
history  of  this  grand  business.  We  must  revive 
a  fipw  of  the  leading  circumstances.  While  the 
]|^piscopal  See  was  at  Thetford,  in  the  parish 
church  of  St.  Mary,  the  image  of  the  Virgia 
was  set  on  the  high  altar  there,  and  after* 
wards  removed  to  the  new  mcmastery.  In 
process  of  tim^  a  new  and  handsome  image  was 
made,  and  the  old  one  laid  aside#    A  poor  work- 
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man  of  the  town^  who  had  repeatedly  isroksa 
her  aid  far  an  incurable  disease,  was  waSmed  by 

>4|ier,  that  if  he  wovdd  be  healed,  he  mmt  reps^r  to 
the  prior,  and  tell  Urn,  in  her  name,  to  bu3d  her 
a  diapel  on  the  north-side  of  the  chdr,  whidi 

X  he  had  lately  repahi^ ;  he  declined  giving  the 
message  till  it  was  twice  repeated*  The  prior 
b^an  a  chapel  of  wood,  but  was  presently  en« 
joined  by  the  same  messenger  to  make  one  of 
atone  on  the  same  spot.  An  old  religious  of  the 
house  was>  at  the  same  time,  in  the  absence  of 
the  prior,  and  by  the  same  man,  shewn  the  spot 
for  the  foundation*s(one,  marked  by  a  cross 
richly  adorned  with  gold  and  jewels,  which  pre- 
sentlydisappeared.  The  prior,  not  making  such 
di^tch  as  the  Virgin  expected,  she  appeared  to 
a  woman  in  the  town,  sending  her  to  a  monk 
who  was  to  expedite  the  prior ;  but  the  woman^ 
not  paying  proper  attention,  was  deprived  of  the 
use  of  one  arm,  which  was  not  restored  till  she 
delivered  the  message,  and  ofifered  an  arm  of 
wax.  When  the  chapel  was  finished,  and  the 
image  of  dur  Lady,  which  stood  by  a  door, 
leading  into  it,  v^as  to  be  removed,  the  painter 
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emphjftA  to  dean  it  found  nailed  on  the  he^ 
E  sUy^  plate,  oontaiiung  Utfi))$n]erabie  relics  of 
silver  wrapped  in  lead>  which  hs^d  been  placed 
there  by  Ralphs  a  monk  of  the  original  foandai- 
tion,  before  they  removed  irofti  the  cathedral, 
who  caused  this  image  to  be  made  4t  his  <^wn 
expence.  This  imdg^  wrought  innumerable 
miracles,  imd  coDtinu^  in  grl^  faipe  till  the 
dissolifdon..    ^d  now  f^  the  miracle* 

*'  William  Heddrich,  a  carpenter,  had  a  child 
three  years  old,  who  in  harvest  time  was  carried 
into  the  field  with  him,  as  was  custonuuy  with 
peasants  who  went  to  their  day  labour*  On  a 
certain  day,  the  child  fell  into  a  sound  sleep  on 
the  edge  of  the  field  where  his  parents  were 
reaping.  In  the  dusk  of  the  evening  a  man, 
driving  a  cart  along  the  field  where  the  child 
lay,  the  wheel  went  over  its  head,  unknown  jto 
the  driver,  and  killed  the  child  on  the  spot ;  the 
father  of  the  child  was  following  the  cart  when 
the  accident  happened ;  he  took  the  child  up  in 
his  arms,  and  finding  him  dead  and  besmeared 
with  fab  own  blood,  be.made  bitter  lamentations ; 
be  then  r^n  to  a{i  eminent  sm'geon  in  the  same 
&  t 
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lown^  who  had  healed  many  that  laboured  under 
various  infirmities  by  the  sovereign  efficacy  of 
his  medicines.    After  the  surgeon  had  minutely 
examined  the  child^  he  found  no  symptoms  of 
life  ;  but  he  advised  the  father  to  carry  it  home, 
and  the  next  day  to  prepare  for  its  fiincral. 
When  the  father  learned  from  the  surgeon  his 
opinion,  and  was  convinced  the  child  was  dead^ 
with  a  heart  full  of  grief  he  took  it  up  and  ddi- 
verecl  it  to  his  wife,  that  she  might  lay  it  on  the 
bed ;  then  he  assembled'  his  friends,  that  they 
might  watch  through  the  night  as  was  custo- 
mary before  a  funeral.     Being  thus  met  they  de* 
voted  themselves  to  watching  and  prayer,  with 
the  greatest  devotion;,  vowing  to  the  blessed 
Mother  of  God,  that  if,  by  her  intercession,  the 
child  should  be  restored  to  life,  they  would  both 
^o  on  a  pilgrimage  naked  to  the  image  of  the 
blessed  Virgin  in  the  church  of  the  monks  at 
Thetford,  and  there  make  thie  usual  offering!  — 
When  they  had  made  an  end  of  their  prayers 
and  vows,  about  midnight  the  child  revived*: 
those  that  were  present,  when  they  beheld  the 
happy  effect  of  their  prayers^  vpwSj  and  pro- 
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noses,  praised  and  blessed  God ;  and  to  perform 
their  vows  they  took  the  child>  and  carried  it 
before  the  image  of  the  blessed  Virgin,  and  ful- 
filled the  obligations  they  had  put  ^^  tbcmselvfs 
under  ^ust  as  they  had  fledged  themselves  /" 
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LETTER   XXI. 


Tbefferd. 

Jt  HE  morning  of  the  new  elecdon  is  come ; 
and  as  the  ceremony  and  its  concomitants  will 
serve  to  give  you  an  express  image  of  what 
takes  place  on  such  occasions,  with  a  few  varia- 
tions in  customs  and  formalitieSj  festivities  and 
spectacles  —  such  as  a  dance,  or  no  dance— 
I  shall  enter  into  the  description  at  some  length ; 
and  your  imagination  will  qiagniiy  or  diminish 
the  splendour  of  the  pageant^  according  to  the 
size  and  dignity  of  the  body  corporate;  for 
there  is  no  other  distinction  to  be  made,  as  to 
externals i  betwixt  the  election-gala  of  the  most  in- 
significant borough,  and  that  of  the  Lord  Mayor  of 
London—- the  shew,  jollity,  intoxication,  good- 
fellowship,  and  battles,  being  in  exact  proportion. 
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It  must  be  confessed,  however,  thtt  thisse 
Bieetin^  for  the  gobd  of  the  coimtiy,  whethef 
foi:  a  Mayor  or  M^nbet  of  Ptulianient,  are  ge^ 
oeratly  begun  io  a  spirit,  of  patty  rather  dian  of 
patriotism :  th^  are  coiitUuQd  with  a  zfisil  which 
kindles  i^s  it  gae$»  avd  ifor  the  toost.pait  (hey  e&d 
{a  confirming  a  violence  of  anintosity,  pot  only  in 
the  repr^^tativea  and  jn  the  reprefiented,  but 
m  the[  ftitbeni  and  ohildfeo  down  to  the  ibi|r4 
and  fourth  generation. 

What  16  called  in  ^pi  country,  my  dear  Bar 
toai  ^  freffcbm  if  election,  v  thua  ing^^ualy 
conducted*  No  soonei^  sure;  the  writ^  to  f^\  9p 
our  vKaat  borougha  i^snedi  dian  t\m  moat  ob>- 
Mimoua  notice  and  inritadons  s^e  made  by.pub(- 
}ic  advertiaemoit*  I}ou9e6  of  r^deryous  axe 
c^Med  by.  every  candidate  fbr  the  accopnnodar 
tiDn  ^  t}ie  cofuti^ients.  Frogi  ihis  monent^ 
tht  ideaft  «f  mallce»  hatred,,  and  aU  uncharitable^. 
neat,  are  engendered  or  revif  ed  In  the  mindt  of 
diose  who  are  to  choo8e>  and  thoie^iK^ho  hope  to 
|>e.^uMen*  In  a  little  thne  the  <^Ya8s«  >  as  it  is 
catted;  begids;  l^is,  m  a  strantper,  vnjX  seem  a 
YCff  curious  business :  .but  I  should  mefttios 
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a  little  manotuYriflg  which  g«araHy  prcc^es  it. 
PoUtfcs^  are  of  no  particubr  sex,  yoti  are  to 
knowv  in  England.  We  have  our  MVpoUti- 
^ns  ik  "greac^f  abu3idddce  eVen  tRto  our  lady- 
fJhilojoph^rt }  v/hm  i^nappms  that  the  former 
tide  y^ih  thi^ir  IdNfers;  hiiibia^s^  or  eVeh  frieild^ 
c^itdftfetSS^' a  very  fectiire  part  is  liskigned  them* 
They  accbmpany  the  htter  on  the  vote-chace; 
^arry  often  leads  them  into  huts  and  hovels^ 
where  poverty  and  almost  famine  reside ;  and 
^here  pity  inrght,  perhaps,  have  wanted  power 
xh  draw  thinii-  There,  however,  the  sa^rred  love 
^tfeeir  c6untry  carries  them  laden  with  the  good 
things  of  this  world  j  arid  if  they  return  empty- 
handed,  it  is  but  to  replenish  iheir  stores,  and 
dispense  them  amongst  the  poor  and  n^edy  more 
largely; — how Aobtfe .'^— nor  do  they  Wve  th^ir 
hurtibkst  vo!farfts  till  they  hive  given  a  protnise  to 
-rank  them-^thentfefoi-ward  and  for  ever— that 
19  to  say ^-^till  file  Aty  after  t&e  election^^-amongst 
their  friends,  aAd  fellow-patriots !     *.       •    . 

A  yet  \is!fg€T  g^nefdsity,  on  similar'  ^rftmiadSi 
is  cAfrfoi^oa  aitK^tigsft  the  freehoi(tei:s^'<e£<n*irt, 
<am jrfe  piiw^  -to '  %ivsk  thel*  country:  iwTlxtsc 
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receive  visits  from  our  fair  politicians,  who  greet 
the  village  Cincinnatus  at  the  plough,  whether 
toiling  in  the  field,  or  in  the  farm-yard  ;  and 
not  only  proflfer  to  them  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship, but  the  lip  of  beauty !  —  O  sacred  patriot- 
ism,  who  shall  presume  to  limit  thy  holy  flame  ? 
Not  ^yek  plighted  faith  or  wedded  love  them- 
selves—  for— in  a  cause  like  this — their  coun- 
try's cause  ! — the  British  lover  sanctions  the  can- 
didate of  her  heart,  and  the  husband  confede- 
rate with^  and  encourages  bet  to  whom  he  h^ 
assigned  the  guardianship  of  his  honoor,  to  give 
and  to  receive  those  hands  and  those  lips  with 
as  great'  disdain  of  scruples,  and  even  to  Jra- 
fffon  their  favours,  to  men  whom  they  never 
saw  before  j  and  who^  on  the^ir  part,  almost  afraid 
to  accept  such  an*'  indiilgence,  feel  ingehiouily 
asbam)(d  to  accept,  even  pei4mps  when  in  frolic, 
the  familiarity  they  have  solicited.  Tfatn)K  not 
I  am  availing  myself  of  your  iignorance  in  6«r 
customs,  or  that  I  am* drawing  in  caricature.  . 
<  EMrynpon,  conversant  with  election  business, 
Jdrows  that  i  am  deserilibg  a  literal  truth.  In 
«ihat  other  part  of^die  globe,  then,  shall  wt  find 
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such  heroioe-patripts  ?  I  have  seen  the  uiui* 
vailed  dames  of  England,  and  some  of  the  moA 
illustrious  too>  whether  for  rank,  fortune,  or 
talents^  undergo  such  perils  and  &tigues  upon 
such  occasions^  as  ti%ht  appal  and  weary  the 
most  enterpri;dng  of  the  other  seic.  I  have  seen 
those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  all  the  soft- 
nesses and  silketi  luxuries  of  lUe  and  fashion, 
rush  from  their,  drawing-rooms  into  the  midst 
of  a  madding  itHltitude — the  wgnd^  of  the 
populace  —  elbow  their  way  through  filth  of 
every  description  —  ride  as  it  w^eon  the  greasy 
shoulders  of  the  mob ;  and  thiek  .nothing  too 
mean,  dirty,  or  servile^  that  secufeft  xhe/reedm 
of  ekction;  but  all  for  the  good  of  their  country ! 
The  gentlemen-politidai^,  meanwhUcj  are 
stot  idle4  Led  on  by  modem  wiasons,  surpass- 
ing those  of  olden  tune,  how  should  they  ftil  to 
eon^uet  f  They  follow  the  bri|^t  eiEgmple ;  and 
^h\)t  theu*  female  commanders  moUld  the  £uf- 
mer  amd  peassnt-voters  to  their  puipose^  they 
do  their  best  with  the  wives  and  dan^tera^  dis- 
tributing g6wns,  aprons;  linens,  laces,  prombcs, 
iauEid  losses,  in  the  greatest  pltaty,  and  with  ibe 
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best  efiiectt  possible*  These  continue  during 
the  progress  of  the  canTass  ;  but  at  length  the 
great  days  of  dedsion  arrives*  The  inhabitanta 
of  the  county  zffesLV  to  congregate  at  the  phce 
of  election.  AH  that  ddiberate  hatred^  cold 
aAt^thy,  .and  insidious  malevolence  can  invent 
against  the  avowed  candidates,  and  their  faumyes, 
is  now  sung  and  said,  printed  and  published* 
Evei^  inveterate  anecdote  is  brought  from  its 
hiding-|)bee ;  every  private  slip,  every  public 
CRbr,  fancied  or  real,  is  dragged  forth  to  view  ; 
and  the  houses  of  the  constituents  are  turned 
into  augean  stables,  from  which  die  filth  is 
thrown  by  the  diflferent  pattiz^ois  at  each  other. 
Ttiese  transactions  aite  aggravated  by  eleetioi* 
ak,  wine,  and  every  sort  of  iniemperance,  with- 
OHt  which  there  can  be  no  freedom  of  choice 
m  this  conntt^y*  The  votes  proceed,  aid  ehd 
pole  is  closed,  to  the  honour  of  one  party,  and 
the  disgrace  of  the  other-* find,  after  some  days 
aad  nights  of  drunkenness^  slander,  and  oppo* 
a^n,  <^  every  sort  and  ki^d,  the  repr^enois^ 
and  the  represented  take  leave  of  each  other 
vrith  a  stock  of  ill-will  and  contempt  more  than 
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sufficient  to  k^p  them  in  bad  humour,  and 
make  them  bad  neighbours  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives.  Such  is  the  history  of  bringing  a  man 
into  Parliament  in  this  land  of  liberty  -*-  and 
such  is  our  freedom  of  election ! 

Being  chosen,  the  successful  candidate  usually 
makes  a  speech^— a  kind  of  retum^thanks,  and 
take-leave  oration*  By  way  of  specimen,  as  one 
will  exemplify  the  manner  and  spirit  of  a  thou- 
sand, I  vriti  give  ybu,  in  abridgement,  the 
^ech  of  the  new  Mayor  of  this  place  •.  He 
fold  diem,  that  "  having  lived  his  whole  life 
amongst  them,  it  vm  unnecessary  to  speak 
to  his  conduct,  of  which  they  were  in  full  pos- 
session—  that  he  thanked  them  heardly*)  tfwit 
be  ^ould  be  a  diligent,  faithful,  and  zealous, 
magistrate;  but  that,  disposed  as  he  was,  to 
serve  aH  descriptions  of  men,  his  duty  and  his 
iense  of  riectitude,  would  pres«  on  him  the  ne* 
eessity  of  administering  justice,  and  executing 
the  laws  of  the  land,  even  if  they  should  be 
.  violated  by  his  nearest  and  dearest  friends  and 


*  Mr.  Mingay,  one  of  our  eroiDcnt  Advocates. 
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connexions  ;  and  that  they  should  find  him  at  the 
end  of  the  yeai:  of  h:s  mayoralty,  to  have  fulfilled 
the  promises  made  on  the  day  of  his  nomination/* 
Such  is  the  substance  of  a  sensible  and  well- 
pointed  harangue^  which  was,  as  usual,  much 
impeded  by  the  interruption  of  huzzas,  shouts, 
and  bawling  repetitions,  of  the  name  of  the  cho- 
sen, &c.  &c.  &c. — Eating  and  drinking,  accord- 
ing to  custom,  succeeded  ;  but  being  only  the 
election  of  a  Mayor,  and  not  a  fierce  encounter 
for  freedom,  all  seems  wrapt  in  silent  and 
harmless  intoxication  at  the  early  hour  of  ele- 
ven  o'clock ;  at  which  I  wish  you  the  superior 
enjoyment  of  a  temperate  repose. 


NOTE.  . 

I  may  not»  however,  suffer  you  to  wait  to  ao  indefinite 
time  for  some  idea  of  the  capital  of  this  county,  whose 
principal  feature  I  will  with  pleasure  abridge  from  the  de- 
tailed account  of  an  author^  the  Norfolk  Tourist,  to  whom 
I  have  acknowledged  myself  indebted  for  assistance  in  a  for- 
mer part  of  these  Letters.  And  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  be 
able  to  compress  into  a  few  pages  of  the  note-type,  all  that 
may  be  necessary  to  interest  your  curiosity  till  you  coqae 
amongst  us. 
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It  hat  been  said  that  the  city  in  aodent  timet  waf 
much  more  populous  than  it  is  at  present,  and  that  in  the 
year  1 348,  more  than  fifty-seven  thousand  persons  died  here 
of  the  plague ;  but,  as  the  walls  of  Norwich  then  prescribed 
Its  extent,  there  seems  to  be  sufficient  reason  for  beliering 
this  account  to  be  much  exaggerated ;  perhaps  it  might  be 
trae  if  appHed  to  the  city  and  C9unty  of  Norfolk.  There 
having  been  58  or  60  churdies  in  Norwich,  and  now  only 
35,  has  also  been  urged  as  a  proof  of  its  former  great  popu* 
lation  ;  yet  the  decay  of  churches  does  not  prove  the  people 
of  former  times  to  have  been  more  numerous,  but  to  have 
been  more  devout,  or  that  the  inhabitants  have  changed  the 
modes  of  their  reh'gious  worship. 

The  city  was  burnt  and  destroyed  in  1004  by  Swain, 
Ac  jDaae,  who  returned  a  second  time  in  10  id,  when  many 
of  his  followers  settled  here,  and  it  increased  so  rapidly,  that 
from  the  Domesday-book  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  it  ap- 
pears to  have  contained  1,320  Burgesses,  and  it  is  said,  25 
parochial  churches.  It  continued  to  increase  till  1075, 
when  Ralph  de  Waiet,  Earl  of  Norfolk,  rebelling  against 
William  the  Conqueror,  the  castle  was  besieged  and  taken, 
ind  great  part  of  the  city  destroyed  \  but  soon  recovering 
from  these  misfortunes,  it  again  began  to  flourifii,  and  at 
the  time  of  making  the  Domesday-book  of  the  Conqueror  in 
1086,  only  eighty-two  years  after  its  having  been  destioyed 
by  the  Danes,  it  contained  738  houses,'  which,  at  the  rau 
of  five  persons  to  a  family,  makes  3,690  inhabitants.  Upon 
Ac  Conqueror's  death,  Roger  Blgod  held  the  castle  fbs 
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Hobat  CvrAote,  Duke  of  Hanasaidj^  ddcr  brodKr  of 
Ru&s;  waiting  the  dxj  and  couiity,  and  phmdenng  aH 
thoic  who  idiiaed  to  join  wkh  htm.  Thb  dispute  was  com- 
ptomiied,  and  Roger  Bigod  remained  in  poasessioa  of  the 
cattky  and  held  it  peaceably  during  this  king's  reign.  The 
city  being  once  ttore  freed  from  the  evils  attending  the  fiic* 
tknia  contentions  of  the  NoUes«  Herbert  de  Lostnga^  then 
Klhop  of  Tfaetfoidt  removed  the  Sec  liither,  after  having 
Oiade  many  nnsnccetsfbl  attempts  to  fix  it  at  the  rich  abbey 
at  Bury.  This  event  took  pkce  Apnl  9,  1094*  Brom  which 
time  the  city  has  been  daily  increasing  in  wealth,  trade,  and 
b«iklingi.  And  to  encourage  its  growing  greatness,  King 
Hcfiry  L  grantid  to  the  citizens  the  same  liberties  and  pri« 
vileges  as  the  citiaens  of  London  enjoyed. 

In  the  reign  i^  King  Stephen  (1172)  it  was  made  a 
corporatioB,  to  be  governed  by  bailiifs^  in  the  room  of  a 
poct-recvey  under  which  government  it  had  been  firom  the 
Saiton  time;  and  in  the  year  1403,  the  citizens  obtaiaed  n 
clsavter  from  King  Henry  IV.  for  the  election  of  a  Mayoc, 
aad  two  Shen'fi  yearly,  instead  of  the  bailiffs. 

Xhe  cities  appear  by  Domesday-book,  to  have  becBt  at 
the  Conquest,  lit^  better  than  the  middling  market  towBs  of 
the  present  time;  Yock  itself,  though  it  was  always  the 
second,  at  least  the  third  city  in  England,  and  the  capital 
of  m  great  province,  whi^  was  never  thoroughly  united  with 
tbc  rest,  contained  then  but  1,418  families.  Norwich  759* 
Exeter  315,  Ipswich  538,  Northampton  60,  Hertford  146, 
CflDterbury  262,  JBathdf,  Southampton  84,  Warwkk  1^3* 
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These  were  amoaggt  the  most  coaaideraUe  in  Eoghnd,  and 
hence  It  appcarsy  that  Norwidi  wai  next  to  York  in  size. 

The  first  predatory  incursions  of  the  Danes  into  Bru 
taia  were  in  789,  but  their  inTaston  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
East  Angles,  of  which  Norfolk  was  a  part>  did  not  take 
place  till  886 ;  when  the  natives,  being  more  anxious  for 
their  present  interest  than  for  the  common  safietf,  entered 
into  a  separate  treaty  with  the  enemy ;  and  furnished  than 
with  horses,  which  enabled  them  to  make  an  irruption  hj 
land  into  the  kingdom  of  Northumberland,  where  tbcf 
seized  the  city  of  York.     Hume's  Hist.  toL  i. 

Norwich,  on  account  of  its  trade,  wealth,  beauty,  ex- 
tent, populousness,  the  salubrity  of  the  air,  the  goodness  of 
its  markets,  and  the  industry  of  its  inhabitants,  is  deserredlf 
sanked  amongst  the  most  considerable  cities  in  Britain.  Its 
Latitude,  according  to  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  is  52  degrees 
45  minutes.  North.  I^ongitude  i.  19^  East  of  the  roysl 
observatory  at  Greenwich.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  oa  tbe 
side  of  a  hill,  stretching  from  North  to  South,  on  the  baoks 
of  the  river  Wensum.  It  is  108  miles  firom  London  by 
Newmarket,  no  by  Colchester,  114  by  Bury  St.  Ed- 
mund's; and  it  is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  Norwichf 
Bury,  and  Lynn,  form  an  equilateral  triangle,  each  side 
measuring  42  miles.  It  is  also  45  miles  from  Ipswich ;  and 
22  from  Yarmouth  by  bod,  and  30  by  water.  It  stands 
upon  more  ground  than  any  other  city  in  England,  being 
lather  more  than  one  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  firom  Ktng^ 
street-gate  to  Magdalen-gate,  and  one  mile  and  a  qoaitcr 
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tnroad  from  BUhop^gate  to  St.  Beiiedlct^s-gate :  towards  the 
South  it  gradually  contiactl  like  a  code«  containing  little 
mijrt  than  Ring-street  and  Ber-stteet;  both  of  them  being 
very  long  and  populous.^  It  hai  thirty-four  churches  besides 
the  cathedral^  and  is  encompassed  by  a  ditch  and  the  re^ 
mains  of  a  dint-stone  wall*  which  was  flanked  with  forty 
towers,  in  the  ancient  method  of  fortification^  and  had  twelv^ 
gates  for  entrance  on  all  sides,  except  the  East,  which  is 
defended  by  th^  river  Wensum,  after  running  through  the 
city  from  East  to  West,  and  orcr  which  there  are  five  stone 
tiridgeS)  Ceslany,  BUick-friars,  £ye-bndge>  White-friars,  and 
Bifhopgate. -^  Such  walls,  towers,  and  gates,  as  enclosed 
Norwich,  being  built  before  the  invention  of  gunpowder; 
have  long  ceased  to  be  useful  in  a  defensive  view,  or  per* 
tiaps  to  be  at  all  tlsefal ;  2ind,  becoming  burdensome  to  the 
people  to  keep  in  repair,  have  be€ln  suffered  to  decay.  Eight 
of  the  gates^  in  the  years  1792^  i793>  and  1794,  ^^^ 
taken  down,  and  two  considerable  openings  m?tde  in  the 
walls,  one  between  Ber-street  gate  and  Braxen-doors,  the 
other  dose  to  Chapel-field.  These  additional  avenues  have 
tlndoubtedly  their  use ;  and  to  gentlemen  disposed  to  ve- 
nerate whatever  is  antique,  let  it  be  hinted,  that  however 
obnoaions  to  their  feelings  modern  improvements  may  he, 
nothing  on  earth  is  calculated  to  Stand  for  ever :  for  thai 
which  is  now  modern,  will,  like  the  ancients  whom  they, 
have  disphiced,  in  time,  themselves,  become  antiques.  The 
city  is  pkmifully  supplied  with  frefh  water,  conveyed  through 
pippin  all  pom  of  it»  h^m  the  WMr^worln  li  tile  N^w** 
VOL.  lU  8 
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Mills^  first  erected  in  1430,  improved  in  16959  but  not 
brought  to  their  present  perfection  before  1720. 

From  the  most  accurate  calculation  lately  made^  it  ap- 
pearsy  that  12,000  looms  are  employed  in  the  manufacture* 
and  allowing  six  persons  in  the  whole  to  each  loom»  there 
tre  consequently  72,000  people  employed;  but  this  is  to  be 
understood  as  a  calculation  for  the  whole  countyy  and  not 
for  Norwich  alone,  where  it  is  acknowledged  there  are  little 
better  than  half  of  the  people  said  to  be  employed.  It  is  a 
common  idea  in  Norwich,  to  suppose  each  loom,  with  its 
attendants,  to  work  lool.  per  annum  ;  this  makes  the  total 
amount  1,200,000 1.  a  very  large  sum  for  one  manufacture 
to  produce  in  a  year,  and  what  some  intelligent  gentkmen 
engaged  in  the  manufactory  have  controverted^  whilst  others 
no  less  exact,  and  from  their  extensive  business,  acknow- 
ledged to  be  competent  judges,  are  still  of  opinion,  that  this 
calculation  comes  very  near  the  truth. 

Tlie  general  amount  of  the  Norwich  manufacture,  has 
also  been  calculated  thus  : 

To  Rotterdam  by  (hipping  every  six  weeks,   - 

Y     150,0001. 
goods  to  the  value  of  per  annum. 


Ten  tons  by  broad  wheeled  waggons,  weekly  . 

f     312,0001. 
to  London  at  600 1.  per  ton  on  an  average, 


1 

I 


By  occasional  ship's  to  Ostend,  Hamburg,  the  t  q        1 

Baltic,  Spain,  and  Italy, 

i,20o,oooL 
.    Other  vofidts  of  catcvbtion  hate  been  adopted^  but  the 
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tw»  preceding  so  exactly  agree  id  the  sum  total,  and  differ 
•0  little  frdm  the  rest^  that  it  i^  unnecessaty  to  add  any 
mort  oil  the  subject  here.  Nor,  concise  as  \^e  wish  to  be 
on  this  occasion,  ought  i^e  to  omit  observing,  that  in  the 
seventy  years  last  past,  the  manufacture  has  increased  at 
from  four  to  twelvei 

The  staple  manufactures  tr^   ct'apes,    bbixlbazecrid,   and 
cAmblets ;    besides  which   they  make   id   great   abundance 
damafks,  sattins,  alopeens,  &c.  &c.  &c.      They  work  up 
the  Leicestershire  and  Lincolnshire  wool  chiefly,  which  is 
brdught  here  for  coitlbing  and  spinning,  whilst  the  Norfolk 
wool  goes  to  Yorkshire  for  carding  arid  elothsi     And  within 
a  fe«if  years  it  has  biren  discofered,  that  the  Norfolk  sheep 
yield  a  Wool  about  their  netks^  and  shoulders,  equal  to  thd 
best  from  Spain  j  ilnd  is  in  price  to  the  rest  as  20  td  7.  Thd 
earnings  of  the  mariufactureri  arc  vstrious ;   dyeri  and  hot- 
pretsers  abotit  i^s.  a  Week,  cbmbcrs  about  12  s;  some  of 
the  best  Weavers  from  148.  to  a  guinea,  weavers  ih  general j 
on  an  average,  riot  xhore  than  six  shillings,  but  then  many 
Women  can  earn  as  miich,  and  children  by  spinning  pipe- 
filling  and  tyre-drawing,  earn  from  gd.  to  ii,  6d.  a  week 
€ach.     It  is  a  well-ascertiiined  fact,  that  where  the  industri- 
otis  msln  with  his  family  earn  from  io  to  12  s.  a  week  they 
live  happy  and  comfortable,  and  seldom  \<rant  employment, 
whilst,  they  Who  cah  cai-n  front  14s.  to  a  guinea  a  week,  tcfo 
often  spend  that  in  idleness  Which  can  be  procured  with 
to  much  ease,  and  work  two  or  three  days  only  instead  of  sit. 
If  72,000  people,  as  has  been  stated  do  work  to  the 
Si 
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▼alue  of  i,200^oooL  annually,  it  Is  between  i6  and  17  L  &r 
each  person's  wages*  The  materials  are  said  to  coat  one 
tenth  of  the  total  manufacturej  or  1 20,000  L  This  leaves 
the  amount  of  labour  i, 080,000 1.  in  which  is  included  the 
jrofit  of  the  master  manufacturer^  and  if  that  is  stated  at  14 
per  cent,  and  deducted  accordingly,  it  reduces  the  earnings 
to  about  111.  1 1  s.  a  year  for  every  person  employed.  And 
it  may  be  stated  as  no  contemptible  fact,  that  the  same  num- 
ber of  people  employed  in  any  naanufacture^  will  earn  one 
million  a  year ;  for  the  variations  of  earning  in  any  general 
given  number  of  people  is  not  very  great,  let  the  manufucturt 
ht  wiat  li  may^  few  of  them  work  more  than  to  live. 

A  traveller  desirous  of  spending  a  few  days  in  Norwicht 
and  of  being  acquainted  with  every  thing  In  it  worth  obser- 
vatiouj  will  not  omit  of  seeing  the  various  employments  of 
its  extensive  manufactories*  in  stuff's,  cottons,  shawls*  and 
other  ornamental  fumiturCf  the  first  and  last  of  which  are 
here  carried  to  a  perfection  no  where  else  to  be  met  with  ia 
England.  —  Of  the  pubUc  buildings*  we  recommend  to  his 
particular  notice,  the  Cathedral,  with  the  adjoining  cloisters  ; 
the  Castle,  the  Barracks,  St.  Andrew's  Hall,  the  Guild  HaU 
in  the  market-place,   St.  Peter  of  Mancroft  Church,   the 
'jfheatre,  and  the  Assembly-house.     The  buildings  ia  St. 
Giles's-street  and  Surrey-street,  and  Mrs.  Chambers'a  house 
on  St.  Catherine's-hill,  will  well  repay  the  trouble  of  a  tran- 
sient view.     There  are  two  good  general  prospects  of  the 
city ;  one  on  the  south-east,  from  the  meadows  leading  to^ 
ward  Thorpe ;  the  other  on  jthc  north-east*  from  the  dioot- 
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ifig-groiitid :  The  view  from  tlie  lower  part  of  Bratcondale- 
hiU  wUl  amply  gratify  those  who  have  a  taite  for  beautlfal 
hftdicape. 

I  wQl  conclude  with  z  partial  selectloa  of  what  historiana 
have  noticed  as  remarkable  in  the  chronology  of  events  in 
thu  city : 

Z030  Norwich  was  a  fishing-town^  the  gronnd  on  which 
St.  Lanrence  church  stands  being  the  staith* 

1060  Norwich  had  1,320  burgesses  and  ^5  churches. 

1075  William  the  Conqueror,  gave  the  Earldom,  city 
and  castle,  to  Ralph  de  Waiet,  who  rebelling  against  his  be- 
nedictory was  sobduedf  and  the  city  much  injured  in  the 
contest*  . 

1 140  the  Jews  an  soul  to  have  crucified  a  child,  named 
William,  of  12  years  old,  and  buried  him  in  Thorpe  wood; 
the  body  was  dng  up  by  the  monki  fiyre  yean  after,  and  W* 
came  fsmous  for  the  miracles  performed  at  its  shrine,  iy  their 
fUmftauis. 

izyz  A  qvarrel  between  the  citizens  and  monka,  in  which 
they  ahemately  plundered  and  murdered  each  other.  From 
this  time  to  the  reformation,  animosities  never  ceased  between 
them;  the  ecdutastics  were  often  piUaged  and  personally 
i^sed  by  the  popukce,  and  the  purse  of  peaceable  cidzens 
compromised  the  difference. 

The  following  story  is  such  at  frequently  occurs  in  our 
early  histories,  and  may  serve  to  amuse  the  reader,  though 
not  to  inform  the  student  of  Natural  History.  It  seems  to  bt 
(be  offspring  of  fiction  adopted  by  credulity. 
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1107  Ralph  de  Qoggeshal  affirms  a  roaa-Gth  to  batq 
been  taken  near  Orford  in  Suffolk.  As  it  had  a  human  face 
and  beards  it  was  presumed  that  it  could  speak,  and  noany  tor* . 
tureswere  applied  to  the  poor  animal  to  overcome  its  silence^ 
but  in  vain.  Vfith  equal  discemmcnt»  but  less  inhumanity^ 
its  captors  took  it  to  church,  where,  as ,  might  naturally  b^ 
expected,  "  it  shewed  no  signs  of  devotion.-'  The  diet 
which  this  tormented  creature  used  was  fish,  out  of  which  it 
had  previously  squeezed  the  moisture  with  its  hands.  One 
day,  being  neglected  by  its  keepers,  this  **  lusus  naturae** 
found  its  way  to  the  sea,  and  was  heard  of  np  more.  Bar- 
tholomew dc  Glanville  was  Constable  of  Orford  Castle  when 
this  event  is  said  to  have  happened. 

1^94  The  city  walls  iint  begun.  Finished  in  13 19,  or 
1320. 

129Q  Norwic^  first  sent  representatives  to  parliament 
35  th  of  Edward  I. 

1297  The  cloister  began  to  be  built.     Finished  in  1430. 

13 15  A  great  de?irtU  and  mortality,  so  that  the  living  were 
^arcely  sufficient  to  bury  the  dead. 

1455  ^  statute  was  made  limiting  the  number  of  attor- 
pies  to  six  for  Norfolk,  six  for  Suffolk,  and  two  for  the  city 
of  Norwich.  In  the  preamble,  an  cxcellei^t  reason  is  giveq 
for  the  regulation. 

1477  A  plague  thyoughovt  Englandj^  which,  HolJii^s- 
head  says^  destroyed  more  people  in  four  mpnths,  than  ha4 
)>een  killed  in  the  last  15  years  war. 

1558  Nine  pefsons  burnt  in  Norwich  for  heresy. 
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1599  This  year  one  Kempe  came  daacing  all  the  way 
from  London  to  Norwich.  . 

1574  Norfolk  had  6,120  able  men  on  the  muster-roll,  of 
which  3,630  were  armed  ;  and  Norwich  had  2^120  able  men, 
of  whom  400  were  armed.  This  enrollment  was  made  when 
an  invasion  was  expected  from  Spain,  by  means  of  the" 
boasted  Invincible  Armada.— There  is  reason  forbc- 
lieting  that  the  county  and  city  could  noyr  raise  24,000  men, 
oa  a  similar  occasion. 

1639  A  curious  letter  from  Lord  Pembroke,  directed  to 
the  mayor  and  sheriffs,  complains  of  the  quality  of  the  her- 
ring piei  sent  to  the  Exchequer.  —  The  herrings  were  not' 
of  the  first  that  were  taken— the  pies  were  not  well  baked -^ 
the  herrings  were  deficient  in  number—  they  should  be  120 
herrings,  and  five  in  every  pye.^'many  of  the  pic«  were 
much  broken,  &c.  —  Unleu  courtiers  had  a  finger  in  their 
pies  9  they  might  surely  he  better  emphyed^ 

1788  In  a  collection  of  wild  beasts,  exhibited  at  the  siga 
of  the  Bear,  in  the  market-place,  a  very  large  and  beautiful^ 
Tiger  broke  loose  in  the  night;  and  two  small  Mctokier 
being  left  out  of  their  boxes,  he  devoured  one  of  them,  wttb 
the  caHar  and  chdxtk,  which  being  unable  to  digeyt,  he  died 
within  a  few  days :  the  oth^r  monkey,  creeping  into  a  cor- 
ner,  sagaciously  concealed  himself  by  drawing  a  mat  over 
hit  body',  and  deservedly  escaped  the  immiaent  danger. 
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In  reyolutionary  time$  like  these,  dear  Bit 
ron,  it  ought,  perhaps,  to  be  notice^  before  we 
take  leave  of  Norfolk,  that  at  a  place  called 
Wabprne  Hope  yrzs  a  fortification  j  that  the 
shore  is  stony,  aad  the  sei^  so  deep  f  hat  ships 
may  ride  and  li^  against  it :  the  Panics,  indeed, 
9fre  said  to  have  landed  there  on  thejr  invasiooSf 
It  has  been  further  pbserved)  that  th|s  Waborae 
Hope,  or  Hoop,  as  it  is  now  corruptly  called, 
is  the  most  dangerous  place,  and  most  open 
tQ  an  enemy,  of  any  on  the  Norfqlk  coast  j  the 
shore  is  the  boldest  of  any,  and  transport-ships 
nay  approach  it  so  very  near  as  almost  to  land 
^  army  without  the  assistance  of  flat-bottomed 
boats.  It  is  an  object  worthy  of  consideration, 
especially  at  the  present  time,  when  an  invasion 
^onx  France  is  alternately  threatened,  and  at? 
tempted,,  whether,  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
renew  the  fortification,  and  to  erect  a  fort  of 
modem  construction,  with  batteries  of  heavy 
cannon  to  defend  it.  When  so  many  canips 
were  formed  in  the  year  1778  j  and  of  a  date 
much  more  recent,  of  regulars  and  militia,  in 
different  parts  pf  the  kingdom,  it  must  be  pre- 
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sumed  government  aj^rehended  an  invasioa 
somewhere^  and  therefore  the  most  accf^sible 
places  onthe^pritish  coast — and  this,  we  repeat 
is  one  of  the  most  accessible — ought  to  have 
been  particularly  guarded.  It  still  remains, 
hoveever,  unnoticed ;  and  ia  its  defenceless  sitiia- 
tion  seen^  tQ  ipf^  ao  enemy,  ^  to  fwrt  an 
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LETTER   XXII. 


Thetford,  October. 

3l  hough  the  bridge  of  this  town  is  equally 
divided  between  two  counties ;  and  I  am  now 
writing  to  you  on  the  Suffolk  side  of  it ;  and  of 
course  have  closed  my  remarks  on  the  southern 
direction  of  Norfolk,  leaving  what  may  be  far- 
ther said  of  it  to  another  opportunity —and 
much  rem2dns*^a  great  variety  of  interesting 
places  and  particulars,  not  being  hitherto  no- 
ticed ;  yet,  in  order  to  draw  round  you  a  kind 
of  magic  circle,  by  coming  to  the  point  from 
which  we  started,  by  an  agreeable  route  —  as  the 
weather  still  invites  ;  and  the  track  will  exhibit 
a  spedmen  of  the  variety  of  our  scenery,  —  I 
propose  to  skirt  the  engaging  county  of  Suflfolk, 
pass  through  part  of  Cambridgeshire  and  Hunt- 
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ingdonshire,  and  progress  towards  London^  till 
we  reach  thzt  point  de-raiilemfnt^^  ihc  whole  of 
which  course  will  make  for  you  a  circuit  of 
something  less  than  one  hundred  miles  —  ia 
which^  if  the  elements  above,  and  their  smiling* 
effects  below,  be  as  auspiciotis  to  ypu  as  they 
have  been  to  your  correspondent,  you  will  re- 
ceive a  pleasing  first-impresston  of  my  country, 
and  discover  something  of  its  grace,  beauty,  and 
diversity ;  its  customs,  nutnners,  mind,  and  cha- 
racter, duly  piFeparing  you  for  more  grand,  awe- 
ful,  and  sublime,  views  of  the  island,  in  ps^rts 
where  q^^ure  ha^  been  more  romantic  and  eni» 
terprizing ;  for  though  you  have  ascended  th^ 
lofty  heights  pf  Switzerl^md,  luxuriated  in  the 
Xyrol^i  wandered  delighted  beside  the  lake  of 
Geneva,  and  indulged  yourself  under  an  Italian 
sky,  where  Nature .  herself  appears  to  turn  vo- 
luptuary, yod  will  find,  as  you  proceed  with  me, 
(hat  Great  Britain  has  in  store  for  your  feelings 
and  your  f;mcy,  scenes  of  proud  elevation,  as 
well  as  of  humble  simplicity,  which  a  foreigner 
dreams  not  of — upbraiding  or  pitying  us,  as  he 
does,  with  the  singular  melancholy,   and  the 
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noxious  torpor  which  arise  from  litiog  in  a  land 
of  fogs. —  A  hmd  of  fogs!  Ob!  had  you  per- 
formed  with  me,  personally,  as  well  as  ideally, 
this  engaging  tour,  from  the  first  of  May  when 
I  dated  my  first  letter ;  and  when,  as  was  ob* 
served,  the  sun  shone  upon  our  undertaking ! 
Had  you  enjoyed,  as  I  have  dot^,  the  lustre  of 
his  blessed  beams,  with  only  the  intervention  of 
those  clouds  or  showers,  whose  delicious  softness 
but  added  to  the  charm  of  the  traveller^  and 
produce  of  the  country  —  even  down  to  the  mo* 
ment  at  which  I  write  this  epistle — a  space  of 
five  brilliant  m<mths  —  you  would  no  longer 
have  considered  yourself — as  preju(Uce  or  mis« 
representation  have  taught  —  tn  the  region  of 
gloom,  spleas,  and  suicide,  bet  in  what  it  truly 
is,  a  climate  whi^rh  derives  benefit  and  beauty, 
even  from  the  vicisntudes  of  its  temperature ! 
Had  you,  with  the  gildmg  of  such  a  coarse  of 
fine  weather  upon  the  objects  I  have  describe 
for  you,  seen  the  objects  themselves  —  ♦theff 


•  Sec  the  subject  here  continued,  begun  in  Letter  iK, 
voir  1st*  page  274. 
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chearful  countenances^  their  healthful  forms, 
their  gladsome  toiIs>  which,  though  beginning 
before  the  rising  of  the  sun,  and  rarely  ending 
with  his  setting-rays  —  literally,  to  '^  make  hay 
while  he  shone,"  according  to  our  English  pro- 
verb —  had  you  then  followed  their  homeward 
steps  to  cottages  which  tyranny  dares  not  ap- 
proach uncorrected,  where  content  must  pie- 
vail,  if  her  votaries  sincerely  wish  her  their 
guest ;  and  for  which,  most  of  the  potentates  t>f 
the  other  parts  of  the  earth  would  wilUngty 
exchange  their  palaces  and  their  ambition  ->—  and, 
finally,  were  you,  from  these  haq>py  huts,  to  have 
made  a  circuit  of  the  farm-houses  and  granaries^ 
appropriate  to  the  generous  fields  and  meadows, 
a  few  weeks  since  courting  and  bowing  to  the 
scythe  and  the  sickle,  and  observed  every  bam 
loaded  to  its  roof,  and  ready  for  the  flail,  or 
for  that  commercial  tntercoura^  beginning,  p^« 
baps,  at  a  small  market  town^  but  spteadmg  to 
the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth,  ander  protec- 
tion of  our  guardian  ships,  even  in  despite  of  a 
war,  which  now  wants  an  epithet  sufficiently  ener- 
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gctic  to  mark  its  devastations — you  would,  with 
ine,  confess,  that,  be  the  errors  in  our  Govern-* 
ment  or  of  our  country  what  they  may — some  of 
which,  before  the  close  of  the  correspondence  I 
have  the  honour  to  hold  with  you,  it  will  be 
my  business  to  touch  upon,  not  slightly  —  it  is 
the  country,  and  the  government,  most  desirable 
for  residence,  amidst  all  the  progress  which  has 
•been  made  elsewhere,  by  the  hand,  either  of 
improvement,  innovation,  or  extermination }  for 
all  these  have  been  employed.     In  a  word,  that 
^whether  you  consider  its  energies  and  resources, 
its  talents  and  intellectual  richness,  its  fruitful 
.soil,  and  its  accessions  of  power,  the  extension  of 
its  trade,  and  the  expansion  of  its  genius  ;  **  take 
it  for  all  in  all,")r(?«  will  not  live — nor  probably 
.any  man  now  upon  the  surface  of  the  globe* 
whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  event  of  the  won- 
.der-exciting  projects  now  carrying  on  —  "  to 
jsce  its  like  again/' 

Adieu! 
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In  Continuation. 

I  SEE  from  the  place  where  I  write  this 
•ven  while  the  pen  is  in  my  hand,  one  of  the 
most  interesting,  one  of  the  most  comfortable 
views,  that  can  enter  the  human  eye  or  fili 
the  human  heart.  An  ample  range  of  fields,  on 
the  Norfolk  scale,  of  above  a  hundred  acres 
each,  opening  from  one  to  the  other ;  part  of 
them  covered  by  Gleaners,  some  stooping  to 
colleft,  some  heavily,  yet  sweetly  laden,  and 
bearing  their  pleasing  burthens  to  their  cot- 
tages—  a  few  I  note  are  wandering  alone  — 
others  associated,  and  near  enough  to  lighten 
their  toils  by  social  conversation :  Many  are 
enjoying  themselves  in  the  shade  which  is  af- 
forded by  here  and  there  a  well-placed  tr6e 
beside  the  hedge-rows  or  on  the  balks.  The 
farmer  is  on  horseback  in  another  field*  inspect- 
ing his  reapers  ^-  or  encouraging  his  labourers 
to  fill  'the  attending  waggons  with  what  is  fit 
to  carry  :  while  innumerable  groupcs  of  children 
are  Sporting  or  working  around. 
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Since  I  sketched  the  above  living  landscape, 
I  have  myself  made  a  tour  of  the  fields  describ* 
ed.  Gracious  Dispensor  of  the  bounteous  air 
and  earth,  how  many  of  thy  happy  creatures 
have  I  seen!  Even  the  farmers  themselves 
praise  the  abundance  of  the  earthy  and  the 
benignity  of  heaven,  without  any  of  their  ac- 
customed ifs  or  bufs  as  to  too  much  or  too 
little  shade  or  sun,  wet  or  dry.  Man,  discon- 
tented^  repining  man,  is  for  once  satisfied  with 
Nature  and  Providence ;  and  every  syllable  of 
my  beloved  Thomson's  description  is  exempG* 
fied  and  realiaed.  It  is  his  own  groupe,  his 
own  season,  I  have  before  me  ;  and,  although 
more  than  fifty  years  have  rolled  by  since  the 
Poet  wrote,  time  seems  not  to  have  made  the 
smallest  change  in  the  freshness  or  felidty  of 
the  scene.  Object  for  object,  image  for  image, 
—and  I  compared  them  one  by  one -^  are  the 
same. 

<<  Before  the  ripenM  fields  the  itapeh  stand 
In  £ur  array  \  each  by  the  lass  be  loves : 
At  once  they  stoop  and  swell  the  lusty  sheaveSf 
While  thro'  their  cbearful  band,  the  rural  talkf 
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The  rural  «caiMU],  and  tHe  rural  jese, 
Fly  harmless,  to  deceive  the  tedious  time^ 
And  sUeal^  unfeitt  -the  lultry  hour^  away* 
Behind,  the  master  stands,  builds  up  the  shocks, 
And,  conscious,  glancing  oft  on  every  side 
His  sated  eye,  feels  his  heart  heave  with  joy  ; 
While  gleaners  spread  around." 

You  must  be  prepared  to  understand  their 
petition  for  Largess  i  the  best  explanation  of 
*which  is  the  following :  — 

The  harvest  now  lasts  about  five  weeks; 
during  which^  the  harvestman  earns  about  3 1. 
The  agreement  between  the  formers  and  their 
hired  harvestmen  is  made  on  Whitsun-Monday. 
Harvest  gloves  of  7  d.  a  pair  are  still  presented. 
During  harvest^  if  any  strangers  happen  to 
come  into  the  field,  they  ate  strongly  solicited 
to  make  a  present  to  the  labourers,  and  those 
who  refuse  are  reckoned  churlish  and  covetous* 

This  present  is  called  a  larg/sss  ;  and  the  be- 
nefactor is  celebrated  on  the  spot  by  the  whole 
troop,  who  first  cry  out,  Holla!  Largess!  Holla! 
Largess !  They  then  set  up  two  violent  screams, 
Avhich    are    succeeded    by  loud  vociferations, 
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continued  as  long  as  tbdr  breath  will  serve, 
and  dying  gradually  away*  Wheat  harvest  is 
finished  by  a  little  repast  given  by  the  fanner 
to  his  men ;  and  the  completion  of  the  whole 
is  crowned  by  a  banquet,  called  the  Hochey, 
to  which  the  wives  and  children  are  also  invited. 
The  largess  money  furnishes  another  day  of 
festivity  at  the  alehouse,  where  they  experience 
in  perfection  the  happiness  of 
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»      « 


It  is  grievous  to  me  to  chill  the  vannth 
which  the  foregoing  description  of  the  joyous 
season,  so  sweet  the  remembrance  of  its  gol- 
den benefits,  has  conveyed  to  your  heart.  But, 
alas,  with  aU  this  wonderous  store  of  happiness 
derived  from  the  benignity  of  nature,  which 
shines  over  our  heads,  and  smiles  at  our  feet, 
which  heaps  the  gladsome  harvest  of  the  rich,  and 
dispenses  a  comfortable  gleaning  to  the  poor  -«^ 
and  which  even  Poetry  herself  cannot  overpaint  or 
overpraise.— Yes,  my  Friend,  with  all  this, 
and  every  other  work  of  Divine  (jroodness  from 
above,  and  gracious  acts  of  charity  below,  much 
is  yet  wanting  which  human  juJiUe  might  supply. 
There  appear  to  be  still  some  of  the  most  ptti- 
T  a 
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able  objects  of  that  justice  defrauded  of  their 
rights. 

Yoti  would  scarcely  believe  it  poffible,  my 
Friend^  that^  in  this  fair  country^  whoso  bene- 
tolence;  and  whose  natural  as  well  as  acqfuiral 
means  of  being  bountiful,  on  which  I  have  had 
so  much  delight  to  expatiate,  that  those  very 
persons  who  most  cotitribmc  to  the  happy  cul- 
tivation and  abundant  produce  of  the  generous 
earth,  are  at  present  thejnost  destitute  of  their 
due  share. of  the  ^nt  article  of  the  very  ^rj/ 
necessity y  even  the  bread  ofl^e  ! 

In  vain  shall  the  sun  dart  his  prolific  ray 
upon  OUT  fields ;  in  vain  shall  our  labourers  rise 
even  before  that  ray  to  plough,  to  sow,  and 
to  reap^  those  fields,  and  continue  to  ^^  sweat 
in  the  eye  of  Phoebus/'  even  to  his  down  going; 
in  vain  shall  our  granaries  be  filled  even  to 
overflowing,  and  Provideace  prosper  every  work 
of  the  husbandman's  haiid — In  a  word  —  the 
benignity  of  Heaven  itself  must  be  counteraaedf 
and  famine  must  eater  the  cottage  of  the  pea- 
sant, whose  industry  has  led  smiling  plenty  into 
the  hou^s  of  his  employer  —  and  mult^udes 
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ti  dbe  mo8t  uscfiil  mebibera  of  the  cemjttunity 
most  cry  alomiior  br^d,  vbifo  those  ne&iious 
rofabera  of  the  pid4k»  la>ow»  by  the  rmxxm  of 
ForosialUc9*$  Mul  Mooopolbeiv — whict^  I  ^, 
tm  but /otfaear  words  ^  cover  a  certain  d«$s  of 
the  SMGAJrsH  jfarmer/i  — ^ar^.  permitted  to  bo^rd 
up  the  «tores»  which  the  iudujgent  God  of  lu* 
tttTB^giyes  to  supply  the  W9M(  of  all  hi$  crea? 
tures,  and  which  poUcy  ioCfiUdcd  Co  di^^eme 
wisely,  according  to  the  scTiexal  coadidom  and 
sccescities  of  those  who  fbrm^  and  link  \>Y  link 
connect,  society. 

dveit'  while  I  am  teincbg  this  F^  of  out 
correspDndmce— while  the  very  pages,  which 
contwi  an  acocNiBt  of  the  felkity  I  trananitted 
to  70U9  are^Mfare  me,  my  of^  are  availed  by 
lUttdreds  cf  the  populace,  who  have  been  ia 
^  manner  driv^,  t^  the  ccmman  appetites  cf 
mtMre^  to  become  their  own  avengers,  and — a^ 
•with-  mu  Migry  voice  ~e wn  as  if  every  word 
israed  ifiom  the.jawa  ^  Famine  herself  to  de- 
ananditfaett  just  Vision.  ^>  even  in  thjs.de- 
siand,  dkhqugfa  It  jbasvbceqiiBade  in  .the  extreme 
fjf  tbetr  mmts  ^^  botwixc  jlife  and   death  -^ 
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tfaqr  Itare  exbibtced^  and  att  thk  very  intlait 
do  exhibit>  a  forbearance  at  exemplary  as  on- 
eonunon.  Our  English  mobs  are>  you  must 
have  heard  or  read,  of  dreadful  things  the  most 
tremendous.  Even  in  matters  which  have  some 
reKsh  of  salvation  in  them,  they  are  uncontrol- 
able  as  the  pestilence^  and  as  destructive.  Rea- 
Moa^  humanity,  kmr,  and  rdigion,  have  groaned 
and  bled  bef(M«  them.  Even  the  deareft  ties  of 
nature — parents — wives — children — have  been 
dissolved  in  a  moment.  The  mother,  and  the 
suckling  at  her  breast,  have  been  victims  to  their 
fury.  It  is  hardly,  therefore,  to  be  conceiYcd, 
to  what  principle  we  are  to  attribute  the  un- 
precedented system  of  modeeation  which  hat 
liitherto  been  observed  by  an  immense  nnmber  of 
oppressed,  and  almost  starving  people;  aad^ 
instead  of  sallying  forth  in  the  s|Hrit  of  deioh.- 
tion,  as  upon  former  similar  occasions— and 
too  many  have  occurred  in  our  history— in- 
stead of  marking  thek  progress  by  liot,  plunder^ 
and  bloodshed,  they  have  gathered  together  in 
vast  bodies  without  any  violence,  when  the 
honest  toils  of  the  day  were  over,  and  peaceafalf 
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gone  round  to  certain  marked  persons  who  arc 
too  rich^  too  avaricious,  and  too  prosperous,  to 
know  how  to  feel  for  the  indigent  and  unhappy. 
The  starved,  yet  unarmed  banditti,  demand 
com  at  a  *  reasonable  rate  for  their  money :  they 
wish  not  to  steal  or  to  beg,  but  to  purchase 
the  bread  of  life,  for  which  they  have  dug, 
and  which  the  Fountain  of  all  Good  has,  it 
should  seem,  bestowed,  even  more  abundantly 
than  at  the  time  of  which  I  described  th« 
blessings*  The  poor,  make  the  farmers  an 
admonitory  visit,  receive  promises,  and  then 
redre  to  wait  padently  the  performance. — 
Fear  of  consequences  produces  an  import- 
ant alteration  the  next  market  day ;  the  price 
ci  bread  falls  to  almost  half  its  cost,  with* 
out  any  better  reason  to  be  given  for  it,  as  to 
the  venders,  than  the  sordid,  though  salutary, 
q)er3tion  of  those  fears.    The  poor  chearfiilLy 


•  Namely  20 1.  per  load,  which  some  fannerst  more 
honest  than  the  rest,  confess  \%  alUsuffictent  at  this  time ; 
nay,  that  they  would  not  be  losers,  if  they  were  to  sell 
at  16I 
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purchase,  and  go  quietly  a^ay.  Alas !  a  shorl 
time,  only,  18  allo^^  to  pads  ki  this  state  of 
tranquillity.  The  bakers  aAnouoce  apnothet 
rise  i  and  another  visit  from  the  consumers  be- 
comes again  a  measure  not  to  be  avoided.  The 
remonstrance  is  mqre  eager^  but  it  is  frequ^tly 
made  without  tSEcct,  One  miserable  excuse 
Ibllows  another^  such  as  an  intermediate  shower 
or  two  of  rain,  a  few  days  of  dtooghti  ot  the 
difficulty  oS  getting  batids  to  thresh.  The 
fallacy  of  such  apologies  are  manifest  -  The 
clamotu-y  of  course^  oo^reases  with  the  fraud 
and  the  want ;  the  military  kad  the  magistrttte$ 
are  summoned  to  quell  a  tumult,  which  the  moat 
dire  ei^igence  has  occasioned,  if  ther^.coukl 
pdssibly  be  a  Cftse  in  which  it  were  becMeijiig  of 
a  good  citizen  to  defend  <he  measures  6f 'aoxobi 
which  certlunly  there  is  noU  tkis  vnndd  h  tbit 
we.  It  is  both  just  and^ocorous,  howemv  to 
applaud  their  moderation  \  and  I  do  accordingly 
applaud  it.  Indeed^  their  forbearance  to  disturb 
the  public  order,  and  to  keep  the  ^<  pri^iiiyxif 
the  Isle,**  even  when  perplext  in  the  extreme— - 
their  immediately  going  fron^  the  '«  lank  \^^ 
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lookS)''  and  heart-reading  cries  of  wi\re&  and 
children  famished  for  that  irgad^  which  the  poor 
of  this  cofuatry  emphatically  call  ^^ihtstifff'rfUfi'* 
—  their  controuliog  the  almost  ungovernable 
feeUags  of  husbands  and  of  fathers,  so  fiur  as  to 
eftplain  their  death — menacing  necessity^  ia  km-* 
guage  which  bespeaks  ra^r  the  appeals  of  the 
supplicant  than  the  avengiT)  cbims  the  appro** 
bation  not  only  of  all  the  *good^  biit  c^  all  the 
wise  and  the  powerful*  But  while,  on  tht 
one  hand,  it  should  be  the  endeavour  of  cvtrj 
individual)  to  encourage  the  su&recs  hi  this 
tendance  cf  conduct,  let  it  not  aftimulate  their 
oppr^eseors,  oa  the  other,  to  oontinue  the  cause 
of  complaint.  Let  them  instaoi^ly,  and  with 
one  accord,  come  forward  to  removt  it  Let 
them  remember,  that  there  is  a  point  at  which 
the  iaws  of  the  land  is  superseded  by  the  mopre 
tmperiotts  laws  (f  nature  i  and  that,  howeve? 
solemn  may  be  the  compact  of  thef  iadividual 
with  80cttety>  the  impulses  of  sel£»preservatioci) 
hi  certain. cases,  are  yet  more  cogent;  and  of 
these,  tberfe  is  not  any  one  fo  powerful  or  so 
^rriH^,  m  power,  as  hunger.    It  Is. the  nion* 
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8tcr  which,  exasperated,  and  driven  to  extremity, 
tramples  on  all  laws  but  its  own ;  in  the  enfordng 
which,  it  has  been  impelled,  not  only  to  de» 
vour  neighbour,  friend,  and  relative,  but  to 
feed  upon  iti  own  flesh.  Let,  then,  the  proper 
preventives  be  attended  to  in  time.  If  the 
existing  law  is  too  weak  to  remedy  the  evil, 
I.  e.  to  protect  the  poor  —  let  another  yet  more 
strong  be  made*  Let  the  code  of  natural  equity 
be  enlarged  and  reformed.  I  will  not  call  it, 
the  code  of  htmanify — because,  that  the  poor 
should  have  their  dues,  is  one  of  the  real,  not 
fantastical,  rrgbts  of  nature  i  and  I  claim  for 
them,  only,  the  redress  of  common  justice— r 
that  in  a  country  Ijke  this,  the  poor  should 
want  an  advocate  may  seem  inconsistent  with 
my  late  and  former  descriptions  of  its  i»ty« 
equity,  and  loving-kindness.  But,  you  will  re- 
collect, that  partial  examples  of  degeneracy  will 
l»tppen  to  deform  the  best  modelled  state,  and  to 
throw  disgrace  upon  the  regulations  of  the  least 
faulty  government,  perhaps,of  an  imperfectwor|d. 
But,  as  the  hands  of  the  law  are  both  strong 
and  long,  I  trust  they  will  be  able  to  reach 
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the  erily  and  be  laid  to  the  root.  An  inge- 
nious ^Friendy  to  whom  I  conununicated  the 
sketch  of  the  harvest-scene  in  the  last  letter^ 
and  with  whom  I  conversed  on  the  subject  of  the 
present  unaccountable  scarcity,  has  since  favoured 
me  with  some  remarks,  wherein  he  imagines  the 
root  to  lie,  not  only  in  the  conduct  of  mercenary 
farmers,  but  in  that  of  the  landlord  leasing  large 
farms.  His  general  reasonings  are  so  just  that 
I  shall  have  a  satisfaction  in  giving  them  to 
you  and  to  the  public,  as  I  received  them.  I 
hope  I  shall  be  forgiven  if  I  forbear  to  rescind 
die  introductory  observation,  though  conveying 
m  compliment  to  your  correspondent. 


**  Dr.  liwior,  author  of  the  British  Nepoii  and  oanr 
ether  faluahk  and  i&teretting  compoihioat. 
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Dear  Sir, 

When  the  pre^ure  of  the  present  Jt\m^  has 
long  ceased  to  be  felt,  and  the  boupjUes  of 
heaven  are  again  suffered  to  .flow  in  their  ac* 
customed  chapels,  unib^kbd  frcAn  the^pe 
of  human  avarice,  the  Glfi^er  will,  I  am  €on>* 
vinced,  be  remepibered  wth  gratitude,  and  hb 
labours  read  with  delight.  Impr/essed  with  this 
t)elief,  I  send  you  ^e  subsequent  reflections  on 
a  subjecti  which  I  apx  sure  has  not  escaped  your 
serious  and  benevolent  attention*  If  thdj  cojir 
tribute  one  single  ear  of  com  to  your.Bl^v^% 
I  am  gratified  for  straying  into  the  same  field, 
where,  I  am  sure,  your  philanthropy  has  led 
yon* 

Patriotism,  or  the  love  of  one's  country, 
though  an  innate  and  niAral  passion  in  some 
minds,  requires  in  most  men  a  continual  supply 
of  fuel  to  cherish  and  keep  up  the  flame.  Why 
are  Britons,  in  general,  distinguished  for  tha( 
exalted  preference  which  they  give  to  the  land 
(hat  produced  them,  and  that  ardent  attachment 
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which  they  £00!  '&x  the  natak  G>hm !  Does  it 
ainse  from  the  lincuriaKe  of  the  soil,  the  miid* 
dess  cf  tiecKaiatr>  the  plenitude  of  the  neces- 
aaiicsiof  t^k  Ufcy  and  the  easy  tcnns  on  which 
they  masp  be  procated  ?*  No !  fi>r  in  all  these 
respects  it  ivouid  not  be  difficult  to  point  out 
«ofe  £iiKHifed  regions*  Is  h  founded  on  a 
sense  of  the  JAestimaUe  blessings  of  liberty,  and 
a  vefiv%^D  for  the  todelWnt  gova^omit  and 
]^v6iiiMkr  ^vhkh  theyiiver  Alas!  the  n^ss  of 
tfae  .poodle  have  but  a  very  in^erfect  concept* 
tlqi^ifif  ihfi  beaufim  of  iihe  British  constitution ; 
aadibfy^.can  e*ly  pay  the.  laws  the  homage  of 
their  re^pt^  through  the  >aiediuoi  of  the  e&cts 
whkl^tjb^  naturally  prodwe. 

How  small  of  all  that  human  hearts  endure. 
That  part  which  kings  or  laws  can  cause  or  cure* 

It  is,  in  &ct^  the  g^^eral  diffusa  of  property^ 
a.iB^ecuiity  for  v^bac  wc  pofless,  ao4f  above  all, 
an  attachmei^t  to  the  soix.^  arising  from  interest 
rather  than  principle,  that  constitutes  the  pa« 
triot|c  cbarac^or  amopg  the  .lo\iner  r^s  in  this 
couiitry..   tio.w  much  then  is  thia,f|^()ble  quality 
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weakened,  by  the  flagrant  and  encreating  mo- 
nopoly of  land !  How  numy  miseries  are  pro^ 
dttced  from  this  fertile  source  of  mischieft  I 
leave  politicians  to  calculate  with  nice  preddoa ; 
but  as  a  moralise  and  a  member  of  the  com- 
munity,  I  must  condemin  the  practice. 

Tes,  my  Friend — while  your  generous  bosom 
exults  in  the  view  of  a  happy  harvest-scene  — 
while  you  expatiate  with  eloquent  rapture  on  the 
view  of  a  farmer  riding  triumphant  over  many 
hundreds  of  acres,  surrounded  by  labourers  and 
dieerful  gleaners ;  the  reflecticMi  on  this  mam* 
fest  inequality,  this  partial  distribution,  not  of 
rank  or  fortune,  but  of  land  to  be  tilled,  appalr 
ooie  with  fear  for  the  consequences,  and  saddens 
me  at  the  prospect. 

Various  are  the  instances,  within  my  own 
knowledge,  of  twelve^  forms,  which  once^  sup- 
ported as  many  families  m  credit,  having  been 
thrown  into  three  or  four  upon  an  inclosuie, 
and  in  many  cases  without  one.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever, from  hence,  blame  inclosures ;  the  large- 
ness of  farms  is  certainly  not  necessarily  con* 
necced  vrith  das  mode  of  improvemem,  which 
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might  be  made  i^rpductive  of  numerous  bene- 
fits to  all }  but  vises  from  a  narrow  policy  in 
the  laml-pwners ;  an  impoliuc  saving  of  expences 
in  buildings  and  repairs^  with  somewhat  less 
trouble  to  the  steward  in  collecting  the  rents ; 
while,  for  such  paltry  objects,  the  risque  is  run 
of  ultimately  endangering  the  safety  of  all  pro^ 
perty,  and  the  very  stability  of  th^  state  itself. 

If  three  men  monopolize  the  land  which 
maintained  and  employed  twelve  before,  nine  of 
course  and  their  fetmilies  must  turn  day-labour- 
ers, or  manufisLCturets,  and  eventually  become 
chai;geable  to  the  parish.  Docs  the  farmer  or 
the  land-owner  in  reality  pay  the  poor's  rates  ? 
the  btter  most  assuredly ;  for,  in  proportion  to 
the  burdens  and  outgoings  will  be  the  rent  he 
receives.  Will  the  labourer  or  manufacturer, 
on  the  other  hand,  feel  the  same  permanent  and 
warm  attachment  to  his  country,  as  he  who  oc- 
cupies a  portion  of  land,  however  small,  culti- 
vates it  with  bis  own  hands,  and  for  his  own 
emolument ;  and  after  the  labours  of  the  day, 
sits  down  with  a  happy  family,  at  a  distance  in- 
deed from  luxury,  but  above  dependence]^  anci 
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remore  from  squaHd  poverty  ?*  To  every  feding 
heart,  every  enlarged  capacityi  I  appeal  for  the 
solution  of  tl^s  question ;  and  I  shall  Bkewtse 
propose  another,  if  possible,  of  still  greater  md- 
ment  to  the  public :  —  Will  three  farmers  raise 
as  much  marketable  produce  as  twelve  wouW 
do?  Was  it  not  formerly  owing  to  the  small 
occupiers  of  land,  that  many  of  the  necessaries 
and  comforts  of  life  were  to  be  procured  in  such 
abundance,  and  sold  at  such  a  moderate  rate? 
The  opulent  farmer  may,  indeed,  raise  enough 
to  secure  an  ample  profit  to  himself,  after  bring- 
ing up  his  family  in  a  luxurious  manner ;  buc 
as  his  wealth  and  credit  •  enables  him  to  keep 
back  his.  stock  of  corn  or  other  articles  of  con- 


•  The  facility  with  which  fanners  raiic  Money  on  every 
emergency,  by  means  of  the  country  banks,  rendciB  the 
latter  a  nuisance  to  the  pubh'c,  however  lucrative  they  may 
be  to  individuals.  The  opulent  farmer  shuts  up  his  bams 
ull  corn  has  reached  the  price  he  wishes,  gives  his  note  to  the 
banker,  and  obtains  what  paper  currency  he.  pleases  to  pay 
his  rent  Those  who  cultivate  the  earth  ought  to  be  in 
Gomibrtable  circu vwtances ;  but  if  they  gbneeai^ly  become 
too  rich,  monopolies  and  other  baneful  consequences  are  the 
certain  result. 
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bUmpdoxi  on  every  emergency  j  so  he  ^11  be 
cautious  o(  overstocking  the  market  at  all 
times  J  because,  if  one  load  of  wheat  can  be 
made  to  fetch  the  price  of  twoy  he  knows  that  he 
has  all  the  labour  aifid  expence  of  producing  the 
surplus  without  any  compensation*  Hence  the 
evils  of  which  the  poor  most  justly  complain,  and 
which  even  the  rich,  who  are  riot  connected 
with  agriculture,  feel  in  the  severest  degree. 
Hence  the  enhanced  cxpenc^  of  living,  the  en- 
creased  wages  of  labourers  and  manufacturers, 
which  are  stilly  however,  inadequate  to  therr 
wants,  and  all  those  scenes  of  misery,  those  ex< 
pressions  of  dissatisfaction,  those  popular  tu- 
mults, which  humanity  can  neither  repress  with 
severity,  nor  policy  suffer  to  proceed* 

That  this  country  is  capable  of  producing  an 
abundant  supply  of  com  for  a  more  extensive  pa- 
pulation *  than  it  possesses,  I  maintain,  in  con« 


!3es-cs 


*  From  general  data,  I  imagine,  tbat  the  population  o( 
finglaod  and  Wales  canooc  exceed  ten  mUlions,  of  Scotland 
three,  and  of  Ireland  tour.  Hence  the  aggregate  of  thtf 
United  Kingdoms  mtj  be  about  sixteen  millions  of  so\iIs*«M 
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iradiction  to  the  accumulated  reports  of  inte- 
rested persons,  or  those  who  have  derived  their 
information  solely  from  this  polluted  source. 
Even  the  artificial  scarcity,  which  avarice  anjj, 
opulence  combined  have  at  times  occasioned, 
Jias  never  existed  in  such  a  degree  as  to  justify 
the  exorbitant  advance  on  the  prime  necessaries 
of  life  ••  Split  large  farms  into  several  —  assess 
the  poor's  rates,  according  to  the  scale  adopted 
in  the  tax  on  income,  and  not  oblige  the  occu- 
pier of  50 1,  per  annum  to  pay  in  proportion  to 


'Much  less  Aan  it  might  be>  were'farms  s^iaUer,  ind  proTi- 
siont  cheaper. 

*  The  vigilant  attcDtion  of  government  to|>rovide  ^pinst 
real  want,  must  be  felt  and  allowed  by  every  candid  mind ; 
but  bdEbit  mcf  smctttm  19  given  to  the  interested  opiniosit  t>f 
agrriculturists>  in  regard  to  the  deficiency  of  crops,  it  appears 
to  me>  as  indeed  it  dt>es  to  every  impaitial  persoDy  that  tke 
severest  scrutiny  ought  to  be  instituted,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  exact  quantity  of  com  oh  hand ;  else  it  may  happen,  that 
the  very  means  taken  to  lessen  the  ills  of  the  poor,  produce 
*  a  contrary  effect.  In  175^  a  farmer  declared  to  me,  that  be 
never  should  have  had  so  much  for  his  wheat  by  loL  a  load, 
had  not  the  alarm  of  scarcity  been  spread  by  Parliamentaiy 
discussions  on  the  subject* 
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the  occupier  of  500 1. ;  discouiage^  by  every  le^l 
restraint  and  infliction^  all  monopolies  of  land 
and  speculations  in  com ;  then  shall  plenty  once 
more  revkit  this  island^  the  voice  of  discgn^nt 
.'Iie.hu3hed>  and.  trade  and  manufactures  flourish 
.  beyoiKi  what  they  can  possibly  do^  under  tjie 
present  circumstances. 

If  this  remedy,  however,  be  not  speedily  ap- 
plied, libresee  what  the.  soul  revolts  to  reflect 
on  —  I -foresee  ruin  approaching    with    raj^d 
itrides,  to  overwhelm  both  the  innocent  and  the 
guilty,  theagrcssor  and  the  aggrieved.    I  fore- 
see  democratic,  viplencc,  exasperated  by  suflfer- 
ings,  tearing  asunder  the  legitimate  barriers  of 
right ;  and  the  inundation  thus  let  in,  sweeping 
like  a  torrent,  justice,  mercy,  and  honour,  from 
.our  land.  .. 
*     .When  will  it  be  felt  and  confessed,  that  the 
v.real  p9wer  of  every  country  consists  in  its  popu- 
-.Isftion-^its  realiaeatthj  in,  the  abundant  pro- 
..diice  of  the  earth.     The  statesman,  the  legisla- 
.  tor,  who  sacrifices  those  principles  to  gratify  the 
i  avarice  of  individuals,   and  who  exalts  com- 
«.  merce  ahpve  agriculture  in  the  encouragemjent 
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ke  gives  it,  will  inevitably  have  cause  to  faiine&C 
his  mistaken  theory  of  the  welfare  of  nSitions. 
May  that  wisdom,  however,  in  our  rulers 

'  which  has  hitherto  protected  us  from  danger, 
and  safely  steered  the  ves^l  of  state  amidst  t&e 
conflict  of  jarring  elements !  May  that  God, 
whose  dispensations  of  mercy  we  have  so  long 
and  so  sensibly  experienced,  avert  every  impend- 
ing evil !  and  may  avarice  ndther  be  steered  to 
fatten  on  the  miseries  of  the  poor,  nor  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  latter  drive  them  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  nature,  which  can  never  be  violated 
with  impunity.    In  this  prayer,  which  I  breathe 

*  with  fervency,  I  am  sure,  my  Friend,  you  cor- 
dially  unite. 

P.  S.  —  It  IS  not  for  us,  my  dear  Friend,  to 
assume  the  office  of  legiflators ;  but  it  cannot 
be.  wrong  to  suggest  some  regulations,  diat 
might  be  beneficially  adopted,  even  in  the  pre- 
sent mischievous  system  of  monopoly.  Com« 
^tors  or  middlemen,  may  be,  perhaps,  uecea-^ 
sary  in  many  instances,  to  supply  large  towns 
and  distant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  there  is 
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a  deficiency  in  the  produce  of  the  ground  ;  but 
such  persons  should  be  obliged  to  take  out  an 
annual  licence —  to  have  their  names  registered 
at  the  quarter-sessions  of  the  county  in  which 
they  reside  —  to  be  restricted  from  dealing  on 
their  own  account^  and  to  be  limited  to  a  certain 
percentage  for  commission  —  to  be  obliged  to 
keep  regular  books  of  purchases  and  salc^>  with 
the  names  and  prices^  and  to  produce  a^d  verify 
them  on  oath,  before  the  county  magistrates.  I 
ixrould  likewise  propose^  that  it  should  be  felony 
for  any  farmer  renting  aooL  per  annum^  or 
upwards^  to  buy  and  sell  corn  for  gain  and 
profit. 

In  order^  likewise,  to  obviate  some  of  the  ill 
effects  of  large  farms,  besides  levying  the  poor's 
rates  in  the  proportions  already  recommended, 
I  would  suggest,  that  by  a  legislative  provision, 
every  farmer  who  rented  250  L  per  annum  should 
be  compelled  to  allot  a  certain  number  of  acres 
for  one  labourer,  at  the  rent  he  pays  himself; 
and  to  plough  and  seed  the  said  land  on  equit- 
able terms,  allowing  the  labourer  to  reap  all  the 
i^li^  profits  and  advantages  of  his  liitle  do-"* 
u  3 
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main.  A  farmer  of  300 1*  should^  in  like  man- 
lier, provide  foir  two  labourers ;  and  for  every 
sidditional  lool.  for  one  more;  renderings 
however,  all  leases  for  farms  of  500  L  per  annum 
ini  upwards,  void  and  of  no  effect. 

These  regulations  and  restrictions,  duly  en- 
forced, would  assist  to  diffuse  comfort  and  plenty, 
check  the  baneful  spirit  of  monopoly,  and  create 
a  love  of  independence  in  the  peasantry,  which 
is  at  once  the  guardian  of  virtue,  and  the  source 
of  happiness. 

October  10, 1800. 


NOTE. 


While  this  shett  is  passing  through  the  presii  it  «ffor^ 
the  Gleaner's  Friend  no  small  satisfactios  to  reflect,  th^ 
the  opfoions  of  the  truly  respectable  and  wiell-informed  the 
Earl  of  ViTarwickf  as  delivered  in  the  most  august  assembly 
of  this  nation,  are  so  nearly  in  unison  with  his  own,  in  oae 
respect  at  least.  A  Nobleman  who  speaks  from  personal 
Jcnowledge,  and  who  does  not  look  through  the  medium  qF 
boards  of  practical  farmeis^  jobbing  ajg;entS|  or  selfish  stew> 
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avd5»  it  not  ^ry  Kkely  to  hazard  Taih  and  ux^nnded  conjco- 
turcf »  belt  to  dedare  the  Matlnentft  of  an  ^lightened  mind 
«<^  SentimcfitSf  which  we  are  convinced^  prevail  s^mong  ilU 
persons  who  think  ibr  themselves,  ^d  are  not  l^iave^  hf  m- 
-tcrest"^  that  the  fanners  of  this  country,  from  their  q^ 
Jeaoe,  are  become  more  tb^n  a  match  §qt  the  lai^-ownerf, 
and  the  vtvj  tyrants  of  the  poor. 

Subject  thorn  to  a  corn-rent,  and  o^t^er  indi^a^  r^trii^ 
tlons,  tfaokigh  not  to  a  saaximum,  e^^^  m  the  ej^toi^t 
of  tbcsr  fartns>  aad  it  wIU  th^n  b^  foi^nd^  that  th;  jj^- 
skb  of  the  worlds.  a«  Britain  may  JHStly  be  nain^d*  is  ni^t 
fo  uogenial  or  unkind  as  to  starve  |be  poor  or  t^  rob  ^ 
rich,  by  the  exorbitant  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  it  if  |0 
ivell  adapted  to  produce. 

**  Among  others,^'  observes  his  Lordship,  "  he  could 
assure  the  House,  that  In  the  instance  of  his  own  farmers, 
who  paid  him  1 1.  fer  acre  rent,  and  actually  made,  by  the 
existing  prices  of  corn,  30 1.  of  that  quantity  of  land.  As 
an  argument  in  favour  of  the  regulations  he  had  suggested, 
he  would  ask,  what  security  had  they  that  the  prices  would 
not  be  doubly  high  next  year  ?  The  industrious  labourer  an  j 
mechanic/'  he  repeated,  **  could  not  subsist  themselves  with 
the  produce  of  their  earnings  under  the  present  prices :  on 
this  head  and  to  evince  the  baneful  tendency  of  a  continua-* 
tion  of  the  present  prices,  his  Lordship  entered  into  a  variety 
of  calculations.  He  doubted  not  but  estimates  and  calcula-  ' 
tions  of  a  different  nature  would  be  given  in  from  another 
quarter ;  but  who  were  the  persons  that  would  be  applied 
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for  information?  interested  individoab.  With  respect  to 
what  he  had  said  of  the  late  crop,  he  could  say  siuch  from 
personal  observation ;  he  had  not  long  since  tnnrersed  400 
miles  of  countrf  t  and  in  generali  the  crop,  notwithstanding 
the  extraordinary  droughts  which  had  obtained  in  those 
parts,  was  abundant.  In  the  course  of  his  observationSp 
spewing  of  the  opulence  of  the  fiinners,  in  coi^sequence  of 
the  pitsent  enormous  prices  of  grain,  and  the  luxuries  they 
indulged  themsdves  in,  his  Lordship  (as  we  heard  him) 
stated,  that  some  of  those  could  afford  to  till  only  two-€hiids 
'of  their  ^nrms;  yet  so  excessive  were  their  gains,  that 
^ey  co^  afford  to  play  at  ^inea-whisti  and  to  mi^  |>randy 
frifl» -their  WW  r^ 
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LETTER  XXIV. 


1  HOUGH  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  and 
reasonably  to  be  hoped^  that  an  enlightened 
Legislature  will  speedily  and  effectually  exert  it* 
self  to  remove  the  difficulties  of  the  present 
momenta  and  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such 
complicated  and  extensive  misery  in  future; 
jetj  on  the  subject  of  subsistence,  it  is  impossible 
to  enlarge  too  much^  or  to  circulate  too  widely, 
the  ideas  of  such  benevolent  and  judicious  per- 
3ons  as  have  turned  their  attention  to  this  inte- 
resting concern* 

By  the  kind  permission  ofthe  Author,  I  have 
it  in  my  power  to  enrich,  and  corroborate  the 
preceding  remarks,  by  the  insertion  of  a  sensible 
^amph}ct^  whi^  lately  appeared  at  Oxford* 
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Without  pretending  to  go  to  the  root  oif  the 
evil,  or  to  investigate  its  cause,  the  following 
pages  recommend  a  practical  method  of  ascer- 
taining the  truth,  whenever  an  alarm  is  spread 
of  a  probable  scarcity,  and  the  evil  becomes 
aggravated  by  the  manoeuvres  of  avaricious  capi- 
talists. 

•   **  The  rise  of  the  price  of  Corn,  after  it  had 
fallen  before  the  commencement  of  the  harvest, 
which  is  generally  reputed  a  productive  one,  * 
has  caused  such  an  universal  alarm  amongst  the 
middling  and  lower  classes  of  people,  that  it  is 
become  highly  necessary,  as  well  as  politically 
prudent,  for  the  Legislature  to  take  some  mea- 
sures to  quiet  the  public  agitation,  by  giving  the 
subject   immediate    and    serious    attention,   in 
order  to  form  new  and  eflScient  laws  to  reduce 
the  price  of  Grain.     When  we  consider  the" ex- 
treme misery  the  laborious  poor  and  industrious 
Mechanic  and  Housekeeper  have  endured  from 
the  actual  want  of  bread  and  every  article  that 
supports  life  for  many  months  past,  we  cannot 
wonder  that  they  should  rise  against  those  who 
appear  to  be  the  authors  of  their  sufferings^ 
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fiiice  ^yae  very  time  ^en  they  kad  reasoxr  to 
believt  them  drawing  near  a  conclusion,  they 
are  agafai  threatened,  by  the  adtanceof  the  price 
of  Com,  to  be  phmged  ioao  the  most  direfol 
di8t3%s8.    No  candid  prrsoQ  will  deoiy  that  riots 
must  be  suppressed  whenerer  they  are  raised, 
and  diat  it  is  the  duty  of  Government  to  f-esort 
eren  to  military  force^  if  necessary,  to  keep  the 
peace,  to  p^evetot  iA  unruly  mob  from  doing 
mischief,  and  to  protiect  t)ie  property  of  indivi- 
duals^   But  whU^t  the  property  of  those  who 
have  amassed  mdch  togMher  i%  protectj^ci,  it 
Aould  not  be  forgottieA  that  the  poor,  who  form 
tlie  greatest  mas*  of  pb^le,  are  equally  entitled 
to  care  and  piroteeiiMv^i^  whilst  the  Corn  of 
dbe  Farmer  and  Dealehr  is  guJEurded  by'fbrce  of 
arms,  the  Farmer  and.Deakf  should  be  obliged 
i^  force  of  law  to  tcU  their  .Cci^  at  a  price  chat 
May  enable  the  poor  to  purchase  ;a  sufficient 
qtAndty  for  their  own  and  theit*  £&mili^  fiObsiif 
tence  by  the  produce  of  their  daily  labour.    For 
fa  Gov^mtnent  cailnot  bt  perfect,  equitable,  or 
Just,  ^hkh  protects  one  part  of  the  community 
fat  the  expenice  of  the  other }  which  affords  c6 
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one  set  of  men  the  means  of  groma^  tich  by 
oppressing  the  great  mass  of  the  people;  when^ 
without  injuring  the  fair  intaiests  of  the  former, 
the  latter  might  be  relieted  by  tho  prioe  joE  Com 
being  regulated  so  as  to  luring  the  purchase  of 
it  within  the  reach  of  all  classes  of  people* 

**  It  is  allowed  by  every  body,  that  the  la- 
bouring part  of  the  community  with  even  mo- 
derate families  cannot  at  this  time  by  the  most 
indefatigable  industry  earn  wages  sofEcient  to 
supply  the  necessilry  calls  of  hunger.  It  is  also 
well  known,  that  during  the  last  wiBta^>  ^nng, 
and  summer,  when  provisions  were  dearer  than 
they  were  ever  known  to  have  been  at  any  fw* 
mer  period,  many,  very  many,  who  from  want 
of  food  were  reduced  to  the  most  miserable  state 
of  leanness,  bore  their  hardships  with  becomtng 
resignation,  and  with  a  degree  of  patience  that 
would  do  honour,  in  any  cases  of  distress,  to 
die  highest  orders  of  society.  They  looked 
upon  the  scarcity  to  arise  from  the  failure  of 
the  last  harvest,  and  they  submitted  to  the  will 
of  God.  Shall  such  a  people  as  this,  whos^ 
fortitude  will  do  them  credit  to  the  last  j^noi 
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of  tlub  Ires,  die  most  useful  branch  of  sckriety^ 
be  agadn  pressed  bard  upon?  I^all  they  conti- 
fioe  to.  Soel  the  ptnchfaig  c^Us  of  hunger  when 
plenty  is  smiUng  all  airound  ?  Muse  they  endure 
misery  and  waht^  to  risk .  their  lives^  after  their 
bard  day^s  woHl  is  done^  ^ia  trying  to  force  the 
ovners  of  provisions  to  aeil  them  at  a  moderate 
price?  Shall  they  be  driifen  by  necessity  to  un- 
dertake sndi  unlawful  enterprises  as  will  expose 
tbctn  to  be  cut  down  like  the  enemies  of  their 
country,  or  dragged  to  the  dungeon  of  a  prison 
in  disgraos,  Uke  the  vilest  culprit  ?  Forbid  it, 
l^ven! — ftevcnt  it,  all  ye  Powers  that  go- 
vern the  land !  And  let  it  not  be  recorded  in  the 
atoals  of  history,  that  in  the  year  1800  the  Far- 
mer, the  Dealer,  the  Miller,  and  the  Baker, 
vfere  protected  in  thdr  properties,  and  that 
the  poor  had  nothing  done  to  redress  their 
grievances. 

•  **  if  ir  be  said  that  every  thing  has  been  done 
xvhicb  the  subject  wjll  admit  of  to  reduce  the 
price  of  Corn,  except  that  of  the  Legislature 
positively  femg  a  price,  beyond  which  it  shall 
HOC  be  soldi  or  enacting  some  other  compulsory 
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ptovisicms  to  die  saftie  effect,  and  that  tfae  pass- 
ing a  law  of  siKSh  anataite  wooM  too  OMici^  con- 
troul  vbe  fretdbm  of  trade,  and  opeiate  to  die 
discoui^getnent  ofagricukutal  indatay  and  iip- 
provement,  it  may  be  answered  in  tlie  firstplace, 
-that  it  is 'plain  what  has  been  ^one  has  had  no 
good  effect ;  and  in^  die  next,  that  the  subject  is 
of  ^uch  eminent  importance  as  to  render  t^e 
T^kziion  of  some  efiectuai  remedy  indupen- 
sably  necessary.  The  evil  is  despecate^  ami  it 
is  better  to  apply  even^  a  desperate  remedy  than 
none  at  all.  What  can  be  a  nore  desperate:  act 
than  for  soldiers  to  (ire  at  their •&Ilow-eiibjec(5  ? 
But  it  must  be  done,  when  they  tunmltvoosly 
assemble  and  persist  in  riotous .  and  .  wilcnt 
proceedings,  to  prevent  greater  mischirf.  Sa  it 
may  be  a  bold  or  deq5erate  measure  to  obKge 
the  Farmer  to  sell  the  Corn  he  has  raised  tritb 
care  and  industry  within  a  fixed  price;  l^iit 
"  it  is  better  to  do  that  than  suffer  one  half  6f  the 
■  kingdom  to  be  starred,  or  at  least  to  langidsh 
in  the  most  abject  misery  and  want. 

<<  It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  this  little  bawy 
work  to  enter  deeply  upon  the  present  subject. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


suffice  it  tberdfore  to  observe,  that  the  produce 
of  the  earthy  stich  as  is  netessary  fer-ibe  ^i^xnt 
c^  Hfe,  oiight,  in  a  tireU  legulafted  smtei  to  be 
facdden  widiin  the  reach  of  every  one,  of  die 
poor  as  well  as  the  rich>  and  when  the  occupiets 
of  land  and  those  who  deal  in  the  pr^uce  have 
acquired  and  exercise  the  power- of  withholding 
ft  from  the  pubfic,  or,  in  other  words,  of  so 
"keeping  up  the  price  that  the  rich  oiily  can  pur- 
chase, it  is  high  time  that  such  a  power  should 
he  put  an  end  to,  and  the  Corn  Holder  com- 
peOed  to  sell  at  a  moderate  price*  A  law  made 
for  that  purpose,  when  the  necessides  of  tfaot 
great  body  of  the  people  require  it>  ought  not 
to  be  considered  any  greater  hardship  or  in- 
fringement upon  the  rights  of  those  whom  it  is 
to  affect,  than  many  other  restrictive  and  com- 
pulsive laws  enacted  and  now  in  force  for  the 
general  good  of  socfcty,  nor  can  any  speculative 
opinions  upon  the  tendency  and  effect  of  such  a 
law  upon  future  times  be  put  in  competidon 
with  the  present  emergency  that  calls  for  it. 

*^  In  every  place  throughout  the  kingdom  the 
caormous  price  of  provisions  is  become  Ac  ge^ 
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neral  topic  of  convemnion  lod  complaint,  and 
almost  every,  body  suggests  some  means  or 
other  to  reduce  the  pric9*  In  some  instances 
subscriptions  have  been  entered  into  for  defray* 
ing  the  expences  of  prosecuting  those  who  of- 
fend ag^dnst  the  Iscw  jby  forestalling^  regrating^ 
Set.  and  other  measures  have,  in  other  instances, 
beox  resorted  to,  with  the  same  view  of  ;repFesd^ 
ing  or  defeating  those  practices  which  -are  ge- 
nerally supposed  to  have  contributed  to  the 
present  calamity.  Yet  all  this  has  produced  no 
good  e&ct,  nor  does  it  seem  likely  that  any 
material  relieip  will  be  obtained  but  by  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Legislature  and  the  passing  some 
strong  law  that  shall  directly  meet  the  eviU  And 
it  is  become  more  particuhrly  necessary  that 
such  an  interference  should  immediately  take 
•  place,  not  only  on  account  of  the  inefficacy  of 
all  less  direct  measures,  but  because  the  long 
suffering  poor,  who  endured  their  wants  so  pa- 
^tiently  whilst  a  real  scarcity  was  believed  to 
exist,  are  rising  in  every  direction^  now  that 
they  are  convinced  that  scarcity  is  done  away, 
in  order,  as  they  think,  poor  deluded  beings  I 
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to  redross  of  themselves  a  grievance  whichy  hard 
and  intolerable  as  is  its  pressure,  they  do  not  see 
any  effectual  means  taken  to  redress  for  them. 
It  is  then  equally  impolitic  and  inhuman  thus  to 
drive  the  laborious  and  peaceably  disposed  part 
of  our  countrymen  to  violate  the  law,  the  peace, 
and  good  order^  (all  of  which  should  at  all 
times  be  held  sacred  in  society)  to  effect  what 
the  legal  authorities  of  the  Realm  might  accom- 
plish without  much  difficulty,  without  any^  in* 
jury  to  themselves,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
do  a  general  service  to  the  whole  nation. 

*'  Having  said  thus  much  to  shew  the  expe* 
diency  of  a  legislative  interference  in  the  present 
momentous  crisis  without  delay >  the  next  thing 
to  be  considered  is  how  to  procure  the  imme- 
diate attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  subject. 
To  obtain  this  we  know  but  of  one  effectual 
method,  and  we  earnestly  recommend  that 
method  to  the  principal  inhabitants  throughout 
the  country  for  immediate  adoption  by  all  Cor- 
porations and  Public  Bodies,  aqd  by  all  large 
and  populous  towns  and  districts,  as  the  only 
reaHy  efficient  step  in  their  power  to  take,  and 
that  is,  to  address  fbe  King,  who  is  ever  ready 
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to  attend  to  the  xmhes  and  contribute  to  thfc 
happiness  of  his  subjects,  and  humbly  to  petl* 
tion  hrs  Majesty  to  assemble  Parliament,  that 
the  united  wisdom  and  power  of  the  Legislature 
may  be  exerted  upon  this  most  urgent  occasion, 
in  considering  how  most  effectually  to  reduce 
the  price  of  Corn,  and  in  accomplish!]^  the 
Important  object  by  adequate  and  vigorous  hws 
and  regulations. 

"  And  here  it  becomes  us  to  suggest  that  no- 
thing would  with  more  certainty  effect  this  ge- 
neral good  than  a  law  which  should  oblige  erery 
'Corn  Holder,  whether  Farmer  or  Dealer,  to 
give  in  an  accurate  account  of  the  <^antity  of 
Corn  in  hisj>os8ession:  At' the  same  time  an 
enumeration  should  be  made,  which  might  be 
done  with  Sufficient  correctness  with  very  little 
trouble,  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
kingdom,  and  the  Bakers  in  all  great  Towns 
might  be  called  upo)i  for  a  statement  of  the 
quantity  of  bread  baked  within  any  given  period. 
The  result  of  these  two  last  enquiries  would 
form  a  certsdn  basis  for  calculating  the  annual 
consumption  of  Wheat  throughout  the  king- 
dom, and  by  comparing  therewidi  the  presenc 
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«tock  in  tbe  coaDtiy»  it  m!giit  be  almost  pre^ 
ciaelj  asoectc&ned  for  hov  feng  a  period  that 
stock  ivHl.  serve  the  iohafaitgaits.  If  U  i^auld 
appeai'itori)e  suffidentibr  dghiwA  ^ponihs  cqn* 
sao)ption,.theii  every ^nrofcr  bf  WhcAt  sh0ul4 
be  stncdy  boond  bf  Imt  to  «:(pci$e  to  it»}^>  ia 
soaie  pablk  market,  lOnc  icighteemh  put  c^  tbft 
^Ffaeat  in  bis  posscsstpo  in  the  opwae  0f. every 
nuihth,  whilst  the  pricic.Qf  WJbeat  Bhould  ^c^ 
the:«it«  of  jwty-foiir.^WHiu^  pet  quarter,  /fto4 
M  a^gfebter  6r  less  qus^^y  m  ih^  saaQi!e'|>Qriod^ 
In  proporttoa  to  the  zwiQimt,  of  tbe  ge^erfU 
Atock  in  ibe  .tiouncry.  .  T(fac  jpns^  of  Wht»t 
ox(gfatiM>tJn  truth  .to  bfl^  mtbre  v^^  si^QtystiiL- 
Mngs  per  qufrtt r,  AccotdSng  Jtq  jtbe  ptcsent  >i»Iue 
jcrf*  money  and  ftherent  ^bnd«.ai:iii  thf^  pric^  >i$ 
«uflkient  to  affinrd /tbe^Farmer  jampic  profit  if 
iie  has  a  modotdely  gPo4  .orop  .'of  ;<^j1.  It 
imoxM,  diere^eibcsieiihaflrckfaip  todolige  ewrjr 
^Darn  HoUer  to  brtAg  a  fwo^^er  prop0fttt)Q  :tt> 
jBaiJ^et  etesqr  months  whenever  the  jMJcp.Inaoy 
amount  to  fixty-four  shillings  and  upmttcte»ai)d 
to  dMCt  heaff  y  petolties  ia  trase  he  jhonU  W  «o  to 
^^>  or  bring  bss&htsC^tftsiaiold,  if  i^e^maTk^t 
jpdcetKcceddLiixiyhfiMrshHHogf.   >Itit«t>v»Qus 
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that  regulations  such  as  these  would  effectually 
crush  the  system  of  monopoly^  and  yet  not  ex- 
pose the  country  to  too  npid  a  consumption  in 
times  of  scarcity,  because  the  quantity  oUiged 
to  be  sold  would  always  be  regulated  by  the 
general  stock  in  the  country.  Nor  would  it  be 
more  difficult  to  carry  into  effect  some  such 
regulations  than  it  is  expedient  to  adopt  them, 
for  the  Com  Owners  might  be  obUgdd  to  fur* 
nish  the  particulars  of  their  monthly  sales  of 
Com  in  the  same  manner  as  they  should  give  in 
an  account  of  their  stock.  This  measure  of 
taking  an  account  of  stock  might  be  renewed 
every  year  about  the  end  of  harvest^  accompa- 
nied, if  necessary,  by  the  other  enquiries  before 
recommended,  and  it  would  then  be  ascertained 
in  a  few  years  whether  the  Wheat  grown  within 
the  kingdom  be  upon  the  average  sufficient  for 
the  consumption  of  its  inhabitants,  which  of  late 
has  been  much  doubted,  and  vague  calculations 
made,  but  never  the  true  mediod  taken  to  come 
at  the  fact, 

*^  If  it  should  be  proved  that  the  growth  of 
Wheat  in  this  country  exceeds  on  an  average 
the  wants  of  the  inhabitants,  then  in  plendfi|l 
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seasons  an  exportation!  with  certain  limits^ 
nugbt  be  allowed }  but  if,  on  the  contrary^  the 
general  produce ^f  the  country  should  appear  to 
be  barely  sufficient  for  home  consumption^  ex- 
portation should  never  be  permitted,  and  every 
encouragement  be  given  to  importation.  And 
if  the  truth  should  turn  out  to  be  that  this 
country  does  not  grow  Wheat  enough  for  its 
own  supply,  the  necessity  of  increasing  our  pro- 
duce of  Wheat  would  become  obvious,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  suppose  the  Legislature  would 
overlook  so  momentous  a  fact  when  reduced  to 
a  certainty,  or  lose  a  moment  in  adopting  mea- 
sures to  effectuate  so  necessary  a  purj^se* 
There  are  two  sources  from  whence  this  country 
might  draw  a  great  additional  supply  of  Wheat ; 
first,  from  the  cultivation  of  the  Waste  Lands 
including  the  Forest  Lands  belonging  to  the 
Crown,  and  secondly,  from  the  appropriation 
to  the  culture  of  Wheat  of  such  an  additional 
portion  of  the  laqd  already  in  cultivation  as 
would  be  adequate  to  the  necessary,  demands  of 
^e  public.  This  last  measure  might  he  some- 
^|ij^  difficult  of  5HXCflipU4in^ei<t,  but  it  h  better 
X3 
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that  diffidulties  should  be  met  zoA  $mm6\xntti 
than  this  kmgdorti  ht  dependant  for  a  supply  of 
Wheat  upon  foreign  markets. 

**  It  is  to  be  feared  that  the  quantity  of  arable 
land  has  been  of  late  sensibly  diminished  by 
c^onv'ersron  into  pasture  ground,  and  that  th» 
practice  prevails  much  at  the  pre^eiit  moment, 
particularly  upon  the  hiclosure  of  Common 
fields.  —  The  land  so  converted  is  chieffy  ap- 
pKed  to  the  feeding  of  milch  cows  for  the  pro- 
duction  of  Butter,  which^  from  its  increased 
ahd  almost  universal  use,  finds  a  ready  sale  to 
any  amount  in  quantity,  and  at  a:  high  price. 
Butter  is,  however,  an  article  rather  of  luxury 
than  of  necessity  j  and  it  is  especially  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  application  of  the  best  corn: 
land  to  the  production  of  an  unnecessary  com-' 
modify,  that  it  is  proposed  to  compel  the  appro- 
priation of  more  larrd  -than  is  now  employed  to 
the  growth  of  Com,  in  case  it  should  be  ascer- 
tained, by  the  means  ipdktti  of,  that  the  pre- 
sent growth  Is  insufficient  f6r  our  supply. 

**  typon  the  whole,  we  hope,  that  what  has 
\»ttxi  advanced  is  sufficient  to  i&ew  die  expe*' 
7- 
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dkaqr  ^  the  i»$a$we  of  taking  an  account  of 
the  ttQch  of  Whett  now,  and  annually  for  some 
&w  years  at  least,  and  Of  compelling  the  regular, 
sale  of  a  quantity  proportioned  to  the  general 
stodc,  lyhen^er  the  price  should  exceed  a  fixed 
Hmit,  by  which  means  the  value  would  settlo 
kself  upon  a  juat  and  eqbirable  scale  betweea 
the  Cultivator  and  Consumer }  and,  moreover^ 
Gsoverament  would  always  possess  that  certainty 
of  knowledge,  which  wouldoperace  as  an  effectual 
guard  agamst  the  approach  of  scarcity,  by  being 
apprised  ia  due  time  when  importation  would 
be  necessary,  which  has  been  proved  l)y  woeful 
ejcpenence  not  always  to.  have  taken  place  with 
such  care  and  prcoaution  as  ta  preveot  the  fm^ 
sure  of  real  necessity^ 

^^  'HiecpQlraoniinarypdce  of  almost  all  other 
kinds  of  provkions  besides  Bread  Com  might 
ptrkaps  be  traced  to  abuses  which  it  would  be 
ffa  the  power  of  die  Legislature  to  remedy^  but 
It  is  not  wickia  our  present  purpose  to  discuss 
she  subjeot*  We  have  eideavouied  to  point 
^ot  meatia  at  once  simple,  eCcient;,  and  of  not 
diflksidt  aif  Ikatiouj  wheifby  to  rcduee  the  price 
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of  Wheatj  which  is  an  object  of  the  first  im< 
portance,  and  indeed  of  obvious  necessity ;  and 
its  accomplishment  is  so  loudly  called  for  by  the 
great  bulk  of  the  people,  that  we  sincerely  hope 
the  subject  will  occupy  the  immediate  attaati<m 
of  the  Legislature,  since  that  is  the  only  source 
from  whence  we  can  look  for  a  permanent  re- 
medy. That  no  means  may  be  neglected  for 
expediting  so  desirable  an  interference,  we  here 
earnestly  repeat  the  recommendation  before 
made  to  all  Corporations,  Towns,  Public  Bo- 
dies, Magistrates,  and  others  concerned,  to  cadi 
meetings,  in  order  to  petition  our  most  Gracious 
Sovereign  to  assemble  Parliament.  For  the 
hardships  the  poor  have  so  long  endured,  the 
patience  with  which  they  have  borne  their  sufr 
ferings,  and  the  resignation  they  in  general  tes- 
tified to  the  will  of  Providence  during  the  time 
of  real  or  supposed  scarcity,  render  them  wot» 
thy  of  every  attention  from  the  higher  powers, 
which  cannot  be  engaged  in  a  more  humane, 
useful,  or  beneficial  undestakiog  than  that  of 
providing  by  fit  laws  for  the  relief  of  thpr  no* 
fxasitkf^  and  aTcrting  from  thpsn  th«  4Kei#4 
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alternative  of  either  coDtinuing  in  a  starving 
condition^  or  vibiadng  ttse  laws  of  their  country 
in  the  criminal^  attempt  to  ledfess  of  themselToa 
their  long^&lt  tdid  grievances,'' 

It  is  matter  of  sincere  gratification^  however^ 
^poblic  are  given  to  underhand,  that  Govern^ 
nent  is  at  length  busily  employed  in  arranging 
the  most  extensive  and  salutaory  plans  upon  this 
snl^ecty  that  ever  occupied  the  attention  of  any 
Administration  of  this  country,  in  order  to  re- 
duce, as  soon  as  possible,  the  prices  of  all  kinds 
of  provisions,  and  to  prevent  in  future  (as  £v 
as  human  visdom  can  surest)  their  increasing 
again  to  an  exorbitant  rate ;  and  that  they  aie 
assisted  by  some  of  the  most  disinterested  and 
tndependant  genttenen  in  the  kingdom.  It  is 
supposed  that  it  will  be  recommended  to  aU 
gentlemen,  £uiners,  and  pthers,  to  .bring  their 
wheat  and  other  grain,  as  well  aa  cattle,  freely 
to  market.  Means  are  already  taken,  and  are 
still  pursuing,  to  supply  all  deficiency  (if  any) 
within  ourselves.  Large  premiums  are  to  be 
jjilrq^/^quartc^r  fpr  Whe?u,  Barley,  and  other 
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ffmn,  unposted  aiui  iBold  ^tlima  Hmittd  time^ 

and  the  ponu  to  bo  open,  for  cwdwe  oouaitha  €cr« 

tanok    Mtasnrcs  viU  abo  be  t$ike4fGarthearosni» 

waste,  and  other' Jands^  with  latge  pttmiums  to 

farmers  in  every  parish  in  the  kingdom,  who 

^aii  fiavf'  aiad  not  Aer  greatest  nmnber  of 

acres,  under  dt  new  regulation ;  9nd  aa  accpwa 

IS  intended  ta  be  taken  <&«ctly  of  all  the  Com, 

BzjfrOxevty  Sheepy  &c.  in  the  kosgdou,  .widi 

heavy  fines  upon  those  who  shaU  be  found  t» 

give  false  accounts,  ^hac  it  may  be  koowandieie, 

and  bow  large  the  stockist   and  a  cakuhaaoa 

made  for  twelve  flmitha  consutapopn^  upon  a 

popukition  of  ten  ndttions.  of  people*    Laws 

will  abo  be  made  to  compel  all  persond  so  pitch 

and  seit  thdr  Grain  m  regular  ccuatry  nurkets, 

insoead  of  the  present  practice  of  seUmg  by 

isampies,  with  regulations  of  buying  Com  and 

Hay,   or  any  Grain,  Cattle,  and  Provisioai, 

but  at  regular  public  markets.    It  is  hoped  also, 

ihat  in  order  to  reduce  a  grorwing  evll^  a  duty 

wiU  be  proposed  to  be  laid  on  ierery  acre  of 

land  (above  ao  acres)  fsirmed  by  men  or  wo* 

men,  who  have  other  means  of  HfcKhood^  b^r 
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sidas  fiffmiiig  f  soeb  at  Members  of  FarUflnitffit, 
Badfco^  VtmrdmM,  Stodcboldflrs^  ora»y  otftor. 
descs:ipifoa^peisoo8';  aad  that  dk  re^fobr  Smp^ 
meit  koMiog  aoie  duoi  ^oo  aorct,  pajradnty^ 
of  I  tr  to  il.  /^  acre,  according  to  ckciKn- 
staaces*  Tkit  fat  order  to  tednce.  the  cflMviiqi«^ 
tion  of  Com,  aftd  to  twn  nleadorv  ineo  Cbaeik 
lattd^  ii  U  suggested  that  zimtf  diomld  be  laid 
cm  att  pkdimt  bmna^  above  a  oertain  ftimibej,! 
as> tt  ift  kixHm  that  die  fanp«f  to  manj  bonot. 
<tf  tills  deMription  is  a  most  alarming  eyit,  at: 
enry  pkaswe'  hersB  ooBiiMDcs  the  ^aantity  of 
six  psrio»i»  •  Aayfarmef  bocrowing  mosiey  of 
a  cottniry  banker^  or  amy  other  petsea^  vhUat 
he  has  any  grain,  or  any  live  stodc»  ws:>tc  thaa 
trhtti  may  faoly  be  deemed  neiessary  for  seed 
^md  suppQ9C4>£  hia^&miiy  should  be  subject  to  a 
flae. 

I  beg  hsme^  aiy  dcsor  Baxon,  to  eoaclude  l3m 
long  letter  on  ene  of  the  most  iatorestiag  tepka 
that  can  eagage  the  atteotioa  of  an  Englishman^ 
^  evca^of  a  citiaea  of  die  leerld,  with  the  seatir 
aseats  of  that  aauafcle  and  originsd  tihriier»  St^ 
Yieirer  «e  irldcb  I^iM  mf  oskdiaL  assent 
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^  Agticultort  is  die  great  aupport  of  morals 
and  reUgion.  h  renders  marriages  eaqr>  aeces- 
sary,  and  haj^y.  It  contributes  towai4  raittng  ^ 
a  numerous  pn^eny,  which  It  employs  almost 
as  soon  as  they  are  able  to  crawl,  in  collecting 
the  frotts  of  the  earth,  or  in  tending  the  flocks 
and  herds ;  but  it.bestoivs  these  advantages  only 
on  small  landed  propertks.  Small  possesions 
double  and  quadmple  iit  a.  country  both  crops 
and  the  hande  which  gather  them*  Great 
estates,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  hmd  of  one 
man,  transform  a  country  into  yast  solitudes* 
They  inspire  the  wealthy  farmers  with  a  relish 
for  city  pride  and  luxury,  and  with  a  dislike  of 
country  employments. 

^'  Great  landed  prqyerties  e^ipose  the  state 
so  another  dangerbus  inconvenieac^  The 
lands  thus  cultivated  lie  i|i  fallow  one  year  at 
least  in  three,  and,  in  many  cases,  onte  every 
other  year.  It  must  happen,  accordingly,  as  ia 
every  thixig  left  to  chance,  that  sometimes  great 
quantities  of  such  lands  lie  fallow  at  onoe,  and 
at  other  tim^  very  little.  In  those  years,  ua- 
0oubtedly,  when  the  g^test  part  of  those  l3nd% 
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is  lying  fidlow,  much  less  corn  must  be  reaped 
over  the  kingdom  at  large,  than  in  other  years. 
This  source  of  distress  is  one  of  the  causes  of 
that  dearth,  or  unforeseen  scarcity  of  grain, 
which  from  time  to  time  &IIs  heavy  on  the  di£> 
ierent  nations  of  Europe.^' 

In  another  part,  treating  on  the  same  subject, 
the  ingenious  author  farther  observes,  that 
small  Sums  are  not  subjected  to  such  vicissi- 
tudes ;  they  are  every  wfaeve  productive,  and 
almost  at  all  seasons. 

There  is  likewise  a  difference  equally  strSc- 
ssig  m  the  number  andin  die  moral  character  of 
the  labouring  poor  ^o  ouhivate  them. 
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LErrER  xxr. 


.  jUiiiA  town  ii'^ilicl  to  ^ovre^iu  /otec  AO^its 
being  the  place  where  Edmund  tl^BoljJMaitjfn 
^  he  is  ciUed,  mnimitd.  But  this  tssotion 
16  contradicted  i)j  aDbtherJi»iQiian«  luhb  oidsai- 
vours  to  fffove  kjdeiives  itt  pveseot  appellation 
to  its  being  his  *  Burg  or  Town,  and  put  under 


*  The  best  modern  account  of  this  town  in  particular,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Norfolk  Tour,  to  whom  I  hart  had  the 
pleasure  of  acknowledging  so  many  obllgattons;  and  the 
most  concise,  as  well  as  correct  description,  of  Suffolk  in 
general,  is  to  be  met  with  in  Dr.  Aikins'  agreeable  volume 
of  **  England  delineated. *• —  I  will  subjoin  a  brief  abstract 
of  both. 

*'  Bury  St.  Edmund  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  Bourne  or  Lark,  which  is  navigable  from  Lynn  to 
ITomham  St.  Martin's,  a  village  about  a  mile  north  of  this 
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towo.  It  has  a  most  charming  uiclpscd  countty  on  the 
south  and  south-west,  and  on  the  north  and  -  nortli-^Vest  the 
most  delicious  champaign  fields,  extending  themselves  to 
Xyon,  and  that  part  of  the  county  of  Norfolk.  The 
coiunty  on  the  East  is  partly  open  and  'partly  inclosed.  It 
is  so  pleasantly  situated,  commands  such  an  extensive  pros- 
*ptct9  and  tiie  air  is  sotharp  atid**saliibrrotB,  that  it  isci^ed 
•the  Montpellier  of  England.  On  April  the  i  rth,  i^S, 
■there  was  a  dreadful  fire  in  this  town,  which  destroyed  'one 
^hundred  and  fixty  dwelHng-homefr  besides  other  buildlngt, 
to  the  value  of  sixty  thousand  pounds.  *  This  accident 
though  terrible  in  itself,  in  all  probability  was  followed  by 
•tUs  agtteaUe  circumkance,  the  present  T^gnlarity  of  the 
ttreetSt  which  now  cut  each  other  at  right  angles,  and  the 
town  ttanding  upon  an  easy  ascent,  greatly  contributes  to 
ttt  beauty." 

Leland,  the  antiqnarian-royal  of  England,  who  flomrilhed 
•in  tlic  rcign  t)f  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.  and  died 
in  15519  gives  this  description  t>f  the  town  and  mona- 
ftcry  :  •*  A  city  more  neatly  seated  the  son  never  saw,  so 
^  eorionsly  doth  it  hang  upon  a  gentle  descent,  with  a  Nttle 
**  ritcr  on  the  east  side ;  nor  a  monastery  more  noble,  whe- 
^  ther  one  considers  its  endowments,  largeness,  or  unparalled 
••  magnificence.  One  might  even  think  the  monastery  alone 
*•  a  city ;  so  many  gates  it  has  (some  whereof  are  brass)  so 
' "  many  towers,  and  a  church,  than  which  nothing  can  be 
*'  more  magnificent  5  as  appendages  to  which,  there  are 
^  three  more  of  admirable  beauty  Sind  workmanship  in  the 
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mund*  A  variisty  of  other  writers^  each  of 
whom,  have  their  faTourite  etymology,  might  be 
enumerated }  but  as  it  is  of  little  conseqacoce^ 


*•  same  churchyard."  Now  there  are  but  two  churchc«  en- 
tire, St.  Mary's  and  St.  James's  and  the  ruins  of  St.  £d- 
nmnd's*  the  principal  church  in  the  monastery,  which  is 
supposed  to  have  been  one  of  the  grandest  Gothic  Oructurca 
in  Europe. 

Suffolk  is,  in  general,  a  kvel  country,  without  any  coa- 
ndeiable  eminences.  In  respect  to  soil,  it  may  be  divided 
into  three  portions.  The  sea-coast,  to  some  distance  inknd^ 
is  for  the  most  part  saady>  and  is  distributed  into  arable  bnd» 
heaths,  and  marshes. 

The  internal,  and  largest  part  of  the  county,  from 
north  to  south,  and  across,  quite  to  the  south-west  angk^ 
is  in  general  a  strong  clayey  loam,  fertile  to  a  great  degree 
in  all  the  objects  of  husbandry.  A  part  of  it,  called  High 
Suffolk,  has  a  soil  so  stiff  and  tenacious,  that  its  roads,  in 
wet  seasons,  are  scarcely  passable.  The  great  product  of 
this  tiact  is  butter,  which  is  exported  to  London  and  other 
parts  in  great  quantities. 

The  north-western  portion  of  Suffolk  is  an  open  sandjr 
country,  and  forms  a  considerable  part  of  the  wide  tract  of 
barren  heath  which  occupies  so  much  of  this  quarter  of  th^ 
kingdom.  It  is  chiefly  in  warrens  and  sheep-walks,  but  ia« 
tcrspersed  with  poor  arable  hnd.  The  extreme  angle,  bor- 
dering on  the  Ely  Fens,  partakes  of  their  nature. 

On  the  whole,  this  county  is  one  of  the  most  thriving^ 
with  respect  to  agriculture ;  and  its  farmers  are  opulent  and 
skiUuL    The  culture  of  turnips  prcvaib  here  almost  as  much 
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Che  Am  opkiiom  already  quoted  may  serve 
very  \raJl  to  chuse  from  t  yet  to  this  St.  Ed- 
mund attaches  some  soperstitipns  ia  6uoh  high 
prem-VQUioD,  that,  shouhi  thb  cMreqxxidenoe 
hii  lAtder  the  eyes  of  any  mirack4overs»  I 
should  never  be  forgiven  were  I  not  to  dRr 
soMletbiiS^&rfhehr  giatiftcaliom 

iMf oductory,  however,  to  these,  it  vdii  not 
*be  tB(flfaiterestidgto  gite  what  may  be  considered 
OS  a  more  authentic  account  of  the  murcker  of 
the  royal  personage,  whose  death  wai  so  replete 
v(rith  ttadidons  of  the  wonderful. 

The  East  Angles  having  defeated  Ofl&'s  three 
sticcessots,  chose  Jldmund  for  their  king;  atid 
under  hU  government  the  country  flourished : 
but  the  Danes,  frooi  their  former  successful 
depredaftbns  in  different  parts  of  Great  Britain, 


SIS  ia  Norfolk.  They  Irtivc  a  Tcrj  exceUent  breed  •£ 
ikaoght  horses,  middle  Biied,  and  remaikabl^  shott  made* 
capable  of  vast  exertions.  The  Su£Folk  cows  are  supposed 
to  gbrt  Thore  miBt,  in  proportibn  to  their  si«e,  than  any  othSr 
in  England.  They  are  of  the  hondess  or  polled  kind.  The 
sheep,  of  which  large  flocks  are  kept,  are  chiefly  of  the 
Korfdk  breed. 

VOL.  II.  Y 
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extendedtheir  ambidous  views  to  a  compkat  c<Mi- 
quest  of  the  isle.  We  are  informed  by  sereral 
of  our  historians,  on  whose  testimonies  we  am 
rely,  that  neither  pretences  nor  .opportunides 
were  wanting  to  support  and  conqNua  their 
designs.  ' 

In  the  year  848  Osbert  becaiiie.King  of  Nor- 
thumberhndy  and  by  his  unhappy  conduce  in- 
evolved  both  huQsclf  and  otlms  in  calamities. 
-He  kept  his  court  at  York,  and  used  frequently 
-to  amuse  himself  with  hunting*  As  he  was  re- 
turning one  day  from  the  chace,  he  called  at 
'£arl  Bruem's  house  to  refresh  himself.  The 
Earl  was  from  home ;  but  his  ladj^  who  added 
an  engaging  behaviour  to  exquisite  beauty, 
-made  such  a  strong  impression  on  the  heart  of 
the  amorous  king,  that  he  resolved  to  gratify 
his  passion ;  and,  after  having  tried  every 
soothing  method,  wicliout  success,  he  proceeded 
to  violence.  When  the  Earl  returned,  hjs  wife 
acquainted  him  with  what  had  happened.  Bra* 
cm  immediately  devised  the  most  ample  revenge 
on  the  ravisher.  He  thought  nothing  Could 
\r.crc  effectually  answer  his  purpose  than  going 
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to  Daimark  to  solicit  the  assistance  of  the 
Danish  king.  In  consequence  of  that  appUca* 
txon,  the  Danes  not  long  after  made  a  descent 
on  Northumberland,  and  their  success  in  ths^ 
kingdom  was  considered  by  them  as  an  earnest 
of  what  they  might  expect  another  time.  The 
hawk  of  Lodbrocf  King  of  B^unark,  happening 
in  a  flight  to  fall  ibto  the  sea,  the  king,  for  its 
immediate  rescue^  took,  the  next  boat  he  could 
find ;  or,  as  other  historians  say,  in  passing  over 
into  a  little  island  with  his  hawk,  for  sport,  a 
sudden  gust  of  wind  drove  him  out  to  sea ;  dittt 
imminent  di^ngers  he  was  otst  upon  the  coast  of 
Norfolk,  near  Repeham,  where,  addressing 
himielf  to  Bern,  the  king's  falcons;  he  was  by 
him  presented  to-King  Edmund, .  who  received 
them  with  great  kindness  and  respect :  at  lengdi^ 
Bern  grew  jealous  of  the  great  &your  shewn  to 
JLodbroc ;  so  that  when  they  Avere  spordng  to* 
gether  in  the  woods,  Bern  slew  and  buried  him  > 
his  murder  was  afterwards  discovere4  by  a 
hottnd  that  Lodbroc  kept,  who  would  not  for- 
sake his  master's  body,  but  when  compelled  b^ 
extremity  t>f  hunger,  and  then  but  just  t9  ^ 
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<hfy  his  ^teseAt  utams^  fiiwtiidg'  itpM  ^  kii^ 
and  cQurliers  as  offen  at  tdttif^etfed  to  virit^nir 
Bdng  kno\m  f^  Lo^oc*!  4c$g,  hk  tifto  ob* 
served  aftd  follbiftd,  t8t  h«  httd  dimrcdl  tficM 
to  Kk  master'o  body$  and  6)r  Ms  6&tek  t»ha» 
tiour  Mwai-dd  Btfti^  wd  ot&eir  cb'dmMMCe^y 
Bern  niran  ctigtoflfred  to  ke  thi  mitdet&r  tud 
eondemned  td  be{mt  into  the.sinM  bmtt  which 
t>rought  Lodbrdc  ovinr  iatt^  EdSt  An^la,  t^iih^ 
dut  oars  ol"  sails*  Tbit  boat,  iii  all  eMraiordU 
iiary  toaHner,  wad  carried  saft  vo  iDenitiilh^ 
^vliere  k  was  kAdwn  to  be  the  sanie  in  wMtb 
Lodbroc  had  tailed.  Bettk  «Fa«  ^&ted  ttftd  taf« 
iSed  to  Hinguat  ahd  Hul^  l^«  >(»li8  ^  L^^ 
brbc,  and  by  them  examined  e6fteeni&ig  thd^ 
lather^s  death :  he^  in  his  own  e^cctt^,  thli^ed 
King  Edmund  widi  the  murder>  tft^  Pto^dCbctf 
bad  cast  Utn  upon  thfc  £ilgKsh  coiasr.  TM 
soiliSi  infiam^  with  rage^  resolved  on  ireteftgti 
ind  speeddy  raising  great  f&tte^  made  i 
4escent% 

Edmund  rallied  his  forces  And  marched  against 
^  enemy;  a  dreadful  battle  was  fbogfat  fteai^ 
A  town^  which  continued  a  wholtf  day  with 
•     8 
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gres^  sUughcer  oa  l^o^  ^4^3 ;  toward  night  th^ 
Danes  began  to  retreat^  but  were  not  pursue^ 
by  the  king,  who  retired  to  Heglesdave,  now 
Hoxve,  \xp<A  f^adiig  fhat  Hubba  w»  ebme'to 
his  brother  tiinguar*s  assistance  with  ten  thou- 
sand mem  Soon  after  they  pursued  the  king 
and  took  him  prisoner,  and  having  bound  him, 
shothim  with  arrows^  To  satiate  themselves  with 
full  revepge  they  cut  off  his  hes^d,  and  lodged  it 
in  the  thicl^est  part  of  the  wood,  that  it. might 
not  be  fpund  by  his  servants.  The  Danes,  in 
the  approaching  spring,  thought  it  would  an- 
swer their  purposje  better  to  leave  that  part  ot 
the  country  they  had  already  ruined,  and  seek 
more  invitiqg  and  fertile  scenes,  where  they 
mig^t  carry  on  their  old  trade  of  plunder  to 
more  advantage.  After  their  departure,  the  first 
care  of  the  christians  was  to  pay  their  respects 
to  the  Holy  Martyr,  as  King  Edmund  was  called, 
by  giving  hin\  a  decent  funeral ;  in  order  for 
which,  the  head  was  searched  for^  which  being 
found  was  buried  with  the  body. 

It  is  said  by  our  Shi&espere,  who  has  been 
^5 
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thought  to  penetrate  into  the  very  bowels  of 
human  nature,  that 

^*  When  the  brains  wexe  out  the  man  would  die^" 

and  though,  to  be  sure,  it  does  not  happen  crery 
day,  a  case  wherein  the  head  of  the  man,  as  you 
will  presently  see,  would  not  die. 

You  are,  by  this  time,  1  trust,  prepared  for 
the  miraculous  head.  Know  then,  when  King 
Edmund's  friends  were  searching  for  it,  and 
calling  to  one  another,  the  head  itself —  very 
good-naturedly,  you  will  allbw,  and  to  save  un- 
necessary trouble  —  answered,  here,  here  !  and 
continued  this  obliging  information  until  all  the 
head-hunters  had  gathered  round  it.  They 
perceived  a  wolf  holding  it  between  his  fore- 
feet \  so  chat  it  is  not,  you  see,  quite  certain 
whether  the  courteous  explanation  above  men- 
tioned  proceeded  from  the  dead  man  or  the 
live  beast  f  but  as  all  the  ancient  historians, 
led  on  by  William  of  Malnjesbury,  seem  toot  to 
make  the  least  doubt  that  the  wolf,  after  he  had 
politely  sprrendered  up  his  charge,  followed 
them  to  the  funeral^  *^  with  solenm  steps  aad 
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slow,**  a»  chief  mourner,  without  d»Ing  or  re* 
ceiving  any  harm  whatever;  on  the  contrary, 
deporting  himself  with  a  gravity  suitable  to  the 
bccassion ;  it  would  be  very  uncivil,  if  you 
and  I,  my  Friend,  did  not  give  up  our  belief  to 
it  with  all  our  might,  even  though  miracles  of  this 
kind  have  long  ceased  to  be  related  by  the  most 
wonderful  of  our  historians,  who  are,  neverthe- 
less, sufficiently  addicted  to  the  marvellous. 

But  the  good  king's  head  was  not  the  only 
part  of  his  royal  body  which  was  disposed  for 
a  frolic  in  this  world,  after  it  had  been  deposited 
in  what  have  been  called  the  realms  of  rest. 
Be  it  farther  known  unto  you,  and  to  all  my 
loving  readers  whom  it  may  concern,  that,  after 
our  Saint's  decapitation,  when  the  Danes  be* 
came  absplute  lords  of  this  part  of  the  isle,  hold- 
ing their  dominion  for  half  a  century,  at  the  tim^ 
that  SwEiN  assumed  the  regal  power,  and  who  td 
maintain  his  throne  2fnd  his  army,  imposed  such 
heavy  taxes  on  the  poor  English,  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  pay,  he  reduced  their  towns  to  ashes^,* 
purely  to  teach  them  how  to  manage  impossi- 
bilities better  next  time  —  upon  the  old  plan  of 
Y  4 
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curing  one  great  political  cUse^sii  by  a  gt^a^er, 
^^then  it  was,  that  the  bury  pr  burg  of  St, 
Edmund,  being  famous  fer  its  church  and 
population,  the  Danish  sorereign  dei^^ded  an 
impayable  sum  -r  or,  as  it  wpuld  be  called  in 
these  times  of  innovation,  when  every  thing 
above,  or  upon  or  under  the  earth,  is  re-baptized 
—a  requisition  in  order  to  save  the  holy  place* 
But,  as  it  is  necessary  to  refuse  what  it  is  not 
in  our  power  to  grant,  and  as  such  trifling 
motives  of  uon-compHance  are  seldpm  thought 
sufficient  by  mighty  conquerors,  king  Qweii^ 
added  the  church  and  the  town  to  the  geoers^ 
wreck,  by  making  a  bonfire  of  them,  even  tjU  hit 
magnanimous  rage  triumphed  in  beholding  tb^m 
consume  to  ashes*  This,  however,  in  itself,  49 
such  an  did  story— such  an  every-daj  circum- 
statice — from  the  beginning  of  victories  in  the 
most  barbarou$  times,  to  the  embattled  sera  at 
which  I  am  now  writing,  that  I  should  think  i( 
would  stand  as  little  chance  of  a  stronger  im* 
pression  th^n  what  is  left  on  the  mind  by  on&  of 
our  Gazettes  Extraordinary,  which  cov^s  us  with 
a  kind  of  national  moumiogi  or  elevates  us  to  z 
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?>  Z)^«m— amidst  ihe  give  of  lights*  the  peal 
pf  belis^  the  blaze  of  bonfires,  and  the  thua« 
(pl^of  oaimon  — and  tbese^  agaio>  followed  up 
by  the  SQlemnity  of  thanksgivings  for  havings 
throngh  the  mercy  of  Gpd^  done  more  havock 
abroad  than  at  home^  and,  of  course,  left| 
jimongst  the  relatives  of  the  people  vanquished, 
tnore  widows  and  oirphans  than  in  the  country 
pf  the  conquerors — an  advantage  on  the  part 
of  th&  latter,  whicb^  jt  cannot  be  denied^  is  sufr 
ficiently  justifiable  on  the  great  selfish  priociple| 
Jjowevef  abhorr^  it  may  be  to  humanity  —  yet 
|he  whole,  I  say,  my  dear  fiaron,  is  such  d, 
jitiert  matter  of  £)ct,  that  I  should  not  have 
expected  it  to  gain  fnore  than  a  moment's  re-^ 
fiidence,  even  in  a  philosophic^  yet  feeling 
wind — ^  whose  piety  needs  not  resort  to  auper-* 
jution  for  the  suppojrt  pf  its  faith  r- were  i^  not 
in  the  case  of  the  bloody  Dane,  accompanied 
by  a  signal  punishment  on  sacrilege ;  for,  being 
in  the  midst  of  his  nobles  and  commanders 
glorying  jn  his  power,  he  suddenly  and  ve^ 
|iemently  exclaimed—"  J  am  stricken  by  Saint 
^dmund  with  a  sword  !**  and^  though  no  man^ 
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saw  the  hand  that  wielded  it,  he  languished,  it 
seems,  three  days,  and  theii  died  in  torments 
of  body,  which  could  only  be  surpassed  by  his 
terrors  of  mind. 

The  distribution  of  moral  justice  and  religious 
judgement  in  this  narrative,  almost  disposes  us 
to  give  it  credit  from  its  motive :  we  will,  there* 
fore,  at  least,  treat  it  with  a  respect  due  to  the 
frauds  which  are  called  pious.  Neither  will  we 
refuse  the  vision  of  his  son  Canute  a  place  very 
near  that  which  we  have  just  allowed  to  the 
father :  for,  scarce  was  the  first-named  monarch 
settled  on  his  throne,  when  he  dreamed  a  dream 
about  the  martyred  St.  Edmund,  which  was 
likely  enough,  and  with  which  he  was  so  af* 
frighted,  that,  to  propitiate  the  angry  Saint,  he 
rebuilt  his.  church,  and  restored  the  town  to 
greater  splendour  than  ever,  changing  the 
seculars  into  monks,  hopirtg,  as  he  could  not 
resuscitate  /those  who  had  been  murdered,  or 
make  them  converse  like  the  Saint's  own  head, 
he  might  atone  foi*  his  father's  crime,  by  msJdng 
as  many  new  monks  as  had  been  burned  and 
murdered  of  the  old.    How  far,  by  the  reno- 
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Vation  of  80  many  monasteries,  the  mattef 
might  have  been  mvtdt  better,  or  how  for  the 
atonement  might  have  been  worse,  in  point  of 
morals,  than  the  offence,  we  will  not  now  en- 
quire. When  a  ghost  of  conscience,  or  of  cre- 
dulity, or  a  phantom  of  sleep,  comes  from  mens 
heads,  or  hearts,  or  imaginations,  to  a  good  pur- 
pose, we  wiH  even  let  them  take  their  rounds,  and 
forgive  their  returning  to  the  world  now  and 
then  after  we  had  ceased  to  expect  them. 

In  the  way,  however,  of  general  observation j 
to  all  these  pretended  miracles,  it  has  been  truly 
remarked,  and  the  remark  will  extend  to  almost 
all  superstitions  of  this  kind,  that,  while  popery 
flourished  in  England,  great  numbers  of  mira- 
cles were  said  to  be  performed  at  the  tomb  of 
this  Saint,  whose  "  canonisfed  bones,"  T  most 
religiously  believe,  never  burst  their  "  sear- 
ments  "  from  the  time  they  were  "  inurned " 
to  this  moment,  except  when  they  were  moved 
by  the  order  of  Canute  from  the  wooden  build- 
ing  in  which  they  had  been  first  deposited,  to 
the  magnificent  church  erected  in  honour  of 
the  martyr.    But  the  truth  is,  that  the  ancient 
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00  Icas>  and,  probftbly^  not  {porie^  f^iap  t^^ 
wodcrsi  monks,  acquirc4  gr^t  riches,  bj  ii^ 
posu^  on  the  cred^lQu$^  aad  made  it  thdr  chief 
study  tUeOf  as  thpir  3ucces?or8  make  it  now,  to 
cnsjave  the  miftds  of  the  ddud(pd  popttljice,  by  a 
shew  of  swctity  and  fietitiovs  miracles* 

To  what  a»  excess,  indeed,  these:  miraclcS| 
and  this  enormous  x:redulity  might  extend,  may  . 
|>e  seen  in  the  reverence  attached  to  some  noe^ 
able  discoveries  of  certain  relicks^dX  the  dissohir 
t|on  of  the  *  abbey.  The  very  Ust  of  these 
relick^  is  not  a  little  curious. 

The  sacred  raaataias  of  the  fore-mentioned 
king  Edmund  enshrined ;  the  $ame  king's  shirt 
entire  j  certain  drops  of  St.  St^hen's  Wood, 
vhich  were  shed  out  of  his  body  when  h^  was 
atoned ;  some  of  the  cpals  on  ^ch  St.  Law- 


7^=7^ 


f  The  abbey  which  was  ooce  8q  fllnftfiou?,  w^i  fim  buljt 
by  Stgebert  king  of  the  East  Angles,  soon  after  Christianity 
irras  planted  here  by  Feint  the  Burgundlap,  and  btiog  fijvds- 
nif  king  Sigebert»  about  the  year  638,  retired  Uito  }t,  and 
secluded  himself  from  all  temporal  affairs. 
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rehee'^aibfovfed;  certain  parings  of  the  fleift 
6f  divtfs  koty  Vitgins ;  a  smew  of  St.  Edmund 
m  a  bin ;  sereral  skulis  of  ancient  ti&cM  and 
martyrs  $  among  ^ich  was  that  of  Bt.  Patronill, 
#hich  the  peot>le.  believed  would  cure  all  the 
i^'sest^ei  in  the  head,  by  applying  it  the^ftto. 
The  sHrord  ^hich  St.  Edmund  used ;  ind  St. 
Thomas  tf  Canterbury's  boots ;  St.  Bardolph^i 
bone^ift  a  coflfo,  iAAth  f^t  mohkk  tkzJit  Ae 
fiebpte  b^ticTe^  ^i^eared  nifi,  when  ll  K^as  dtfrfed 
In  procesision  in  n  dme  6f  drought }  certain  m±-^ 
eaildl(ss,  which  b^g  }%hted  and  tak^  rou&d 
their  ^om-flelds  tA  seed*tiiiie;  ho  darnel,  (ate^- 
M*  Ifoifl^me  wWds  Witald  gto^it^  a^iMngth^  cern 
that  fter,  with  tih^ny  ethef9,  Whkh^  by  ih» 
telafioft  di  th6  monks^  wo^d  yMA  wo^dei^l 
idBTects. 
We  are  farther  told,  that  tnahitudes  of  •  gifb 


•  *  It  11  laid  dnt  tfaae gifts  were  seeded  ^ntim^ibefmtk 
1  fearful  curse  on  such  as  should  anywise  alienate  them,  and 
a  btessoig  to  sttch  as  khorold  ^r^sdrvts  or  iMpfot^  thttn  :  klA 
tibe  charter  beiag  sighed  by  ^  kia^,  ^rts  a^teAed  by  ajbov^ 
thirty  of  his  nobles,  who,  every  one^  for  the  greater  soleroni- 
ty,  put  iL  <nross  btfote  their  names. 
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and  oblations  hung  upon  the  tomb  of  St.  Ed* 
mund — there  seems  no  end  to  this  Saint^  and 
the  townsmen^  and  all  within  a  mile  round  the 
town,  were  subject  to  the  abbot  and  convent^ 
so  that  by  their  steward  they  imposed  an  oath 
upon  the  alderman  at  the  entrance  upon  his 
ofEce^  that  be  should  maintain  and  upbM  the 
feace  and  order  of  the  borough,  and  in  nothing 
damage  or  hurt  the  abbot  or  convent  tn  any  of 
their  rights  and  privileges.  But  notwithstanding 
this  oaih,  the  townsmen  now  and  then  fell  foul 
upon  the  abbot  and  his  monks^  imprisoning  the 
9tbbot,  beating  the  monks,  and  the  officers  be* 
Icmging  to  the  abbey,  breaking  down  their 
gates,  and  burning  their  houses  adjoining,  with 
the  barns  and  granaries,  belox&ging  to  their 
granges  and  manors  near  the  town,  carryings 
away  their  chalices  of  gold  and  silver,  with  odier 
rich  plate,  plundering  their  treasury,  and  takmg 
away  their  charters  and  writings. 

A  circumstance  truly  curious,  and  in  some 

respects  interesting,  is   related  respecting  the 

stone  coffin,  which   contained   the  embalmed 

body  of  Thomas  Beaufort,  third  son  of  the 
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celebrated  Joha  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancaster, 
by  his  third  Duchesi,  Lady  Catherine  Swia- 
fbrd. 

On  the  aoth  of  February  1772,  some  work- 
men wjio  were  employed  in  the  ruins  of  the 
abbey  digging  for  stone,  found  a  leaden  coffin, 
made  after  the  ancient  custom,  exactly  the  shape 
of  the  body*  This  had  been  inclpsed  in  an 
oak  case,  which  by  the  length  of  time  was 
decayed,  but  the  lead  remained,  quite  perfect, 
9ad  encloied  an  embalmed  body,  as  fresh  and 
perfect  as  at  the  time  of  its  interment;;  the 
.nails  on  the  fui^gers  and  toes  as  perfect  as  when 
.living,  and  the  hair  of  the  head  a  chesnux 
brown,  with  some  mixture  of  grey  ones/  The 
corpse  was  done  up  in  a  pickle,  and  the  face 
-wrapped  in  a  sear-cloth*  A  surgeon  in  -  (he 
neighbourhood  was  sent  for,  who  made  an  in- 
cisionin  the  breast,  and  declared  the  flesh  cut 
as  firm  as  in  a  living  subject,  and  there-  wa^ 
even  an  a|^«M^wce  of  blood*  At  this  time  the 
corpse  was  not  the  least  noisome,  but  bdng 
exposed'  to  the  air,  it  presently  became  putrid 
,and  offiensiYe.    The  body  was  cut  and  majiglcd. 
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the  skull  ymi  sawed  in  pieces,  trhefe  the  brtift 
86emed  wasted  hideed^  bat  perfectly  eiitddsed  it, 
its  proper  membrane ;  the  cheeks  likewise  were 
cut  thxtm^i  and  his  arms  cut  bff  and  carried 
away* 

These  mutilated  remains  belonged,  is  we 
lybsetred,  to  Thomas  Beaufort^  who  was,  by 
his  half-brother  King  Henry  VL  created  Dukt 
of  Exeter,  Knight  of  the  Darter,  Adtdrdl  and 
Goverfiiorof  Calais,  and  in  14109  Lotd  fiKgh 
Chancellor  of  England ;  created  £ari  df  BsMfi 
In  Normandy,  and  Earl  of  Dorset  in  England. 
He  led  the  re&r-guard  at  the  battle  of  Agin- 
eoutt,  vStliantly  defended  Haiieur  against  the 
French,  was  guardian  to  Henry  VI.  «nd  dyini; 
tt  Eaft  Greenn^ch,  January  ift  1417,  Was  (as  he 
had  in  his  will  directed)  interred  in  the  jbbejr 
diurch  of  Bury  St.  Edmund's,  near  his  DocheM^ 
at  the  entrance  of  die  chapel  of  our  Lady,  doae 
to  the  wsdl  on  the  north  sidtf  of  the  chotf» 
His  monument  was  demolished  widi  the  rat  iff 
that  grand  buildmg,  at  the  dissolution^  in  i540i 

The  l^ibourers,  ibi*  the  sAe  of  the  lead, 
which  they  sold  fiA  Aont  twettty  slttHiags^ 
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stript  the  body  of  its  coffin,  throwing  it  promis- 
cuously amojig  the  rubbish ;  but  upon  discover* 
ing  whose  it  was,  the  mangled  remains  were  in- 
closed in  a  strong  oak  coffin,  and  buried  near  thd 
large  north-east  pilkir  which  f^oritieriy  assisted  to 
support  the  belfry. 

This  prince  was  grandson  to  the  victorious 
King  Edward  III.  —  Every  humane  and  sensible 
mind  reflects  with  horror  upon  the  savage  in* 
decency  with  which  the  remains  of  this  prince 
hits  been  treated!  Well  might  Hamlet,  id  con- 
sideang  the  transmutation  of  the  bones  of  Alex- 
ander the  Great,  exclaina — 

'  ••  To  what  base  uses  may  Wc  not  return,  Horatio  ?•* 


VOL.  11. 
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LETTER   XXn 


Sury,  Odder  1800. 

Y  ovu  £ivoiir  of  the  Bai&ian  aoeodoitf 
of  the  fakhftil  dog  demaads  mj  thar^.  al* 
though  I  had  previously  Dceehred  it  from  a 
Fneod  in  Londoo.  I  giv?  prompt  credit  tP 
every  circumstance;  and  it  is  another  proofs 
added  to  the  almost  countless  ones  in  my  mind^ 
of  the  love^  friendship,  and  other  domestic  af> 
fections  of  the  canine  for  the  htiman  race.  I 
believe^  that  there  is  in  the  constitution  of  their 
nature^  a  something  that  attracts  them  to  man 
even  more  than  to  each  other;  at  leasts  that 
we  have  their  social  feelings  more  firmly  and 
fondly  than  their  own  species.  It  is  singular 
enough,  that  at  the  time  I  receive  your  anec« 
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doQs  frotti  France  on  this  sabject,  I  meet  vdth 
the  followmg  m^  in  an  Engiish  paper  t — 

«<  At  the  kte  Ixittle  of  Ballynablnch^  one  of 
the  mscogeats  who  fell  in  the  engagement  vru 
followed  by  a  Dog.  — The  faithful  animal  fot 
three  days  lay  across  his  master's  bosom  until 
bariedy  and  then  for  some  time  constantly  at* 
tended  his  grave,  only  at  intervals  when  hun« 
ger  forced  him  into  town  I  His  remarkable 
sagacity  being  observed,  a  per^n  took  him,  and 
by  care  and  attention,  he  seems  to  forget  the 
lost  of  his  unhappy  master.'^ 

I  hare  long  intended,  in  a  general  tray,  to 
tsy  something  upon  the  subject  of  our  attach* 
tnent  upon  these  ioveresgn  quadrupeds^  as  well 
M  of  their  claim  to  it  $  and  I  should  have  given 
my  thougtns  a  fixed  station  in  our  corre- 
spondence, in  consequence  of  the  above  canine 
anecdotes,  had  not  the  death  of  a  four-footed 
favourite,  who  has  for  upwards  of  fifteen  years 
served  and  loved  a  fiaimily  whom  I  visit  in  this  very 
town,  given  to  those  thoughts  a  more  particular 
application*    Poor  Toby !  he  has  rendered  the 
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subject  more  personal  and  more  touching ;  and 
you  will  perceiye  that  I  have  incorporated  a  de- 
fence of  our  feelings  for  the. loss  of  &vourite  ani- 
mals with  the  character  and  circumstances  which 
are  more  especially  appropriate  to  himself*  The 
defence^  indeed,  is  little  more  than  a  simple 
statement  of  the  services  and  qualities  of  the 
canine  species,  as  known  and  admitted  by  eVery 
man ;  but  we  know,  and  admit  many  things,  of 
which  we  do  not  sufficiently  feel  the  force ;  and 
I  have  long  thought  that  the. impression  in  &- 
vour  of  these  superior  creatures  would  be  much 
stronger  were  their  pretentions  to  our  indulgent 
•ympathy  while  alive,  and  to  our  regret  when 
•dead,  brought  before  their  patrons  and  protec- 
tors in  the  garb  of  poetry ;  which,  surely,  need 
910C  disguise  or  deform,  but  make  the  chamu 
of  truth  more  amiable  and  attractive^ 
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Defence  rfottr  Attachment  to  Animak. 


Why  does  the  Mus£»  who,  swan-like,  loves  to  mourn 
In  tunefol  scrains,  oft  breathe  her  tend'rest  sigh* 

And  wreath  her  darkest  Cypress  round  the  Urn 
To  Feeling  dear,  when  dumb  Domestics  die  ? 

Why  does  the  Infant,  when  some  feaiher'd  Friend 
Froqi  the  soft  cradling  arms  is  snatch'd  away, 

Sad  o'er  the  body  of  a  fav'rite  bend. 

And,  years  elaps'd,  still  wail  it  in  the  lay  } 

Or  why,  the  emblem  Lamb  delight  to  rear. 
Much  for  lU  frolic  lov'd,  its  meekness  more} 

Why  watch  it  with  a  mother's  tender  care, 
And  loi^g  lament,  when  its  brief  life  is  o'er  ? 

Why  dMt  the  MaK,  in  Youth's  impetuous  course. 
Proud  tbo'  be  be,  view  with  exulting  eyes, 

llis  hound  aag^ciotis,  or  his  generous  horie  ? 
Id  sickness  nuxie»  lament  him  when  he  dies? 
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Why  —  but  because  by  many  a  gracious  dccd^ 
The  gentle  Beings,  from  aficction,  claina 

A  kinder  tribute,  and  a  rtcber  meed^^ 
Than  be  who  arrogates  a  prouder  fame  ? 

Pompcy,  or  Caesar,  or  the  conquering  Chief, 
Who  bath*d  his  laurels  in  a  nation's  gore. 

Then  wildly  frantic,  in  victorious  grief. 

Wept,  that  the  vanqui6h'4  world  coul4:  b^edtvo  tncft  1 

JIow  oft  some  hero  qf  the  camnc  kindi 

A  Casar,  *♦  guiltless  of  his  country's  Uood»** 

A  blameless  Pompey,  tho*  for  pow'r  designed, 
Inq-epid  Champion  of  the  oppress'd  has  stood"! 

Now  snatchM  a  Friend  fron^  the  assassin's  steely 
From  raging  pire^  or  firom  the  whirikning  Wave^ 

Now  taught  the  haughty  Rational  to  feel» 
The  Bold  to  fear,  thQ  Cowar4  to  ^  brave. 

Tbou  Animal  sublin^e,  we  human  call| 

Who  deem'st  tbcir  attributes  but  losdoct'^^swayi 

Thyself  sole  reasoning  Tynnt  of  <br  baib 
H^e  rest  tl^  tlaveti  t«  ttembl^  w4  d^'^ 
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Virtues  10  thee  are  instinctr  iif  tht  Brote^ 
Yee  in  these  iMiificti,  proud  One !  ttiy^S  tliM  ltid» 

Plain  bonett  argtfmentt,  whteh  oft  confttft 
The  subtlest  Mandms  of  thy  ioaring  Mini. 

Art  thou  in  doubt,  and  wouMst  thou  trul/  know. 
How  far  those  virtuouf  ifiltincts  ma^ettend  t 

Csesar  and  Pompejr  at  thy  feet  can  sh6W» 
Tb*  tinmeasur'd  duties  of  a&Ubful  Friet^d. 

Hast  TUbtr  e'er  followM  Friend  With  steps  more  ttne, 
With  nobler  courage  hast  rtioo  niet  the  foe^ 

And  if  that  Frtcnd  in  anger  left  thy  view. 
Hast  thou  so  felt' the  reconcUhg  glow  t 

Or  if  thou  hast,  O  tell  me  I  hast  thou  borner 

Insult  unmerited,  stripes  undeserved  ? 
And  didst  tbou  bcfth  in  meek  Submission  mourd^ 

As  if  thou  only  hadst  from  Dtety  swerv'd? 

Or,  if  new  proofii  thy  tyranny  demands, 

Wouldft  then  see  Love  o'er  all  those  iti^es  pitVail^ 
Jjol  the  poor  Dog,  stilt  licks  thy  barb^roos  hands. 

When  strength  and  natore,  aH,  btttftndneu,  ftif# 
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E'en  the  mut^  Ass  thy  stoic  pride  cfoptemnf, 
Who  meekly -bears  each  varied  mark  of  tcom  ; 

E'en  he  might  teach  the  Christian  wiio  eonlemnSf 
Lessons  of  Patience  might  thy  soul  adom. 

Of  all  the  boasted  conquests  thou  hast  tna^Ic 
By  flpod  or  field,  the  gentl^&t  and  the  best 

Is  in  the  Dog,  the  generous  Dog  displayed,  •  , 
For  ah  !  ^hat  virtues  ^low  within  bis  breast^   . 

Xhro'  li^e  the  same,  iq  sunshine  an4  in  storqif,  . 

At  once  his  Lord's  protector  and  his  guide. 
Shapes  to  his  wishes,  to  his  wants  confonnS| 

His  slave,  |)is  friend,  bis  pastime,  and  his  pri()e« 

Excell'd,  perchance,  i^  dignity  and  grace,  . 

Or  on  the  peaceful,  or  th'  erobattl'd  plab. 
Yet,  O,  what  attributes  supply  their  place. 

Which  por  provoke  the  spur  nor  ask  the  reio* 

Jx>!  while  the  tn^ter  steeps,  be  takes  his  TOuad$^ 
His  master's  happiness  his  sole  delight; 

^  wakeful  centinel,  whose  watch-bark  soijnds 
Jo  av^e  the  rude -Dislurbers  oftl^  ^igf^U 
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Monarch  bUnsdf»  meanwhile,  of  some  fair  tfock^ 
A  meeki  mild  People^  who  his  rule  obey* 

And  while  the  .Shepherd  slumben  on  the  rock, 
Or  in  the  vaje,  nor  Sheep  nor  I^mb  shall  stn^« 

Yes,  mighty  Lord  of  ^11  th^^t  move  below. 

Without  thy  Dog,  how  vain  the  teinperM  steni^ 

Thy  fate-wing*d  Bullet,  and  thy  plastic  Qow, 
And  all  thy  arts  to  conq^uer  and  to  kill* 

^ithppt  his  aid,  say  how  would'st  thou  oppose 
The  noontide  Ruffian  and  the  midnight  Thief, 

^thraird  pn  every  side  by  dang*nuis  Foes, 

Who,  but  th^  Faithful  Dog,  could  brin^  relief? 

Bat  wovld'st  thou  see  an  instance  yet  more  dear, 
A  touch  more  rare  -^  thy  Pog  may  still  afford 

The  Example  high  -^  go  read  it  on  the  Bier, 

Jf  cban^  some  canine  Fripnd  survives  his  Loi4.— 

^while  survives,  his  latest  diMt  to  pajr, 
3^ond  the  grave  his  gratitude  to  prove, 

^oan  out  his  life  in  slow  but  aure  decay, 

H^KTTiK  suftUMSt  of  FMeudsb*^  aud  iif  I^pe  I 
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From  iim  who  driim  the  mferer  from  ifa]^  Gate, 
To  him  who  leacb  ffa^  Ejrdett  to  thy  door, 

All  prove,  wUhsuf  thg  Dogy  how  vfok  the  Gitaf, 
And  with  that  comtaM  Friend,  how  MiOBf  the  Pi)or  f 

Then  grateful  own  the  Dog's  unrlvatl^d  Cl«iai» 

A<clahn  not  e'en  the  Lion  can  dhpnte 
The  proud  usurper  of  ano(bet*»  fame» 

The  geaVous  I>oO  shall  be  tbe  Kingly  Bhitel 

Thrice  worthy  of  the  Muse,  then,  they  who  live 

And  die  to  prove  their  amity  sincere ; 
And  thou,  poor  Toby^  ^alt  her  plaint  receive, 

Join'd  tdr  the  tribute  of  Maria's  tear. 
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EPITAPH. 


Cen'ROUS  of  temper,  as  by  nature  brave, 
Tho'  thy  uncoffin'd  bones  to  dust  descend, 

3till  not  without  a  trophy  is  thy  grave, 

for  thine  the  pensive  Muse,  and  mourning  Frieodf 

Thine  was  the  magic  Eye  that  marked  each  thought. 
So  brightly  clear  its  Glance  all  words  supply 'd, 

Thy  ligbt'ning  look  the  ready  meaning  caught. 
And  ^avc  what  nature  to  thy  tongue  denyM. 

fyfild  as  tbe  I^ambkin's  was  thy  woolrwhite  vest. 
By  Art  improved  with  all  Affection's  care^ 

$oft  as  that  fleecy  mantle  was  thy  breast, 
AfidJ^iod  as  gently  Pe^ce  tby  voice  and  9ir« 

Yet  wbeo  tby  blood  was  cbaPd,  that  skin  lo  ideik, 
lake  arrowy  bristles  of  the  tusky  Boar 

Would  rise  indignant,  and  that  voice  so  meek, 
]gDftim*d  by  mtonpf  worid  like  the  Lion's  roar, 
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Yet  for  a  heart  —  not  he  of  Humour's  race 
The  chief,  of  Fancy  and  of  Feeling  form'd, 

Thy  /ilftfr/  —  pot  JT^ritys  Toby,  would  disgrace. 
Not  one  more  kind  his  Corporal's  bosom  warm'd« 
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•  P.S.— A  translation  of  the  Parisian  anec- 
dote you  sient  me  cannot  be  preserved  in  our 
correspondence  in  a  more  apposite  place  than 
this,  and  therefore  it  shall  form  the  Postcript 
to  my  poetical  letter,  not  only  as  justificatory  of 
the  warmest'  tribute  of  the  Muse,  but  that  you 
may  see  it  in  an  English  dress. 
.  •«  Will  it  be  thought  unworthy  of  the  dignity 
of  history,  will  it  be  deemed  a  departure  from 
the  respect  which  the  recorder  of  human  ac- 
tions owes  his  readers  and  his  subject,  to  pre- 
serve the  memory  of  a  faithful  brute,  who 
wasted  U{  lifis^  and  mixed  his  dust,  with  the  ashes 
of  *the  friend  whose  hand  had  nourished  him  ?  I 
cannot  lielieve  it ;  and  will,  as  an  honour  to  the 
camne  and  an  exaihple  to  the  human  species, 
endeafvote*  to  hand  down  to  posterity  the  follow- 
iog  fact* 

.•  *'  A  few  days  before  the  overthrow  of  the 
ilreadfuL  Robesfjere,  a  revolutionary  tribu- 
Jkftl  in  one^of  the  de|)^tments  of  the  North  had 
cc^demned  Monsieur  R,  an  ancient  magistrate, 
and  a  most  estiobable  man,  on  a  pretence  of  ' 
Ending  him  guilty  of  a  conspiracy.    This  Mon« 
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wxtt  R.  had  a  itater  Spaniel,  at  that  time  about 
twelve  years  old,  whidi  had  been  brought  up 
by  him,  and  had  scarce  e^er  quitted  his  side* 
Momieur  R.  ^fas  cast  into  priacA;  his  &m3y 
were  dispersed  by  d^e  system  of  terror }  some 
bad  taken  flight,  others,  like  himself,  w«»e  ar« 
rested  and  carried  to  distant  gaols ;  his  domes* 
tics  were  dismissed,  his  house  was  destroyed, 
his  friends  from  necessity  or  fear  abandoned 
him  to  conceal  themaelres.  In  the  silence 
of  a  living  tomb  he  was  left  to  pine  in  thought^ 
under  the  iron  scourge  of  the  tyrant ;  whose  re* 
spite  from  Uood  was  but  to  gain  by  dday  somi 
additional  horror;  and  who,  if  he  extended 
Kfe  to  those  whom  faia  wantonness  had  pce» 
scribed,  even  until  death  became  a  pMfiri  H 
was  only  to  tantalize  thwi  with  the  AUaiiig  of 
murder,  when  he  imagined  he  could  more  eSeC* 
tually  torture  them  with  the  curie  of  existence. 
'^  This  faithful  dog,  however,  was  with  hiai 
when  he  was  first  seized,  but  was  refused  ad« 
mittance  into  the  prison :  he  was  seen  to  retuts 
often  to  the  door,  but  found  it  shut.  He  took 
refuge  with  a  neighbour  of  his  late  mastcr^s,  wh^ 
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Miceived  biin*  &it,  that  posterity  may  judge 
deiu^ly  of  the  times  ia  which  Frenchmen  existed 
tt  tb0t  period  *,  h  xBust  be  added,  that  this  man 
ccoeiYed  the  poor  dog  tremblmgly>  and  in  secret^ 
left  his  huiaanity  for,  not  ^s  enemy's,  but  his 
frUfuPs  dogj  fbovAd  biiog  hkn  to  the  scafibld* 
Every  day,  at  the  same  hour,  the  dpg  returned 
to  the  door  of  the  prison,  but  was  still  refused 
admittaaoe.  He,  however,  uniformly  passed  some 
lime  diere.  Such  unreotttttng  fidelity  at  last  won 
ewEL  on  the  porter  of  a  prison,  and  the  dog 
mu  at  length  albwed  to  enti^.  His  joy  at  the 
•ight  of  his  master  was  uohonnded ;  hb  master's 
aotltsa:  it  wt^t  difficuk  to  separate  them:  but 
the  bosMt  jailor,  fearing  for  himself^  carried 
4is  i^  0|it  of  the  prison^  and  he  returned  to 
las  flaise  of  vetre^t.  The  next  morning,  how- 
ever, he  again  "came  back,  and  repeated  his 
viik  &>r  $oate  weid^  and  once  pn  each  day  was 
regularly  admitted  by  the  humane  jailor.  The 
fODT  dog  licked  the  hand  of  his  master,  looked 


^  •  Wktteter  maybe  the  final  tffue  of  Biionapartc's  usuipi* 
tion,  bis  power  has  hitherto  been  aarked  bj  actf  of  compa- 
rative demenqr  and  juitice* 
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ftt  him  again»  again  licked  his  hand^  and,  aft^ 
a  few  mornings,  feeling  assured  of  re-admission^ 
departed  at  the  call  of  the  jailor.  When  the  day 
of  receiving  sentence  Arrived,  notwithstandingtbe 
crowd,  which  curiosity,  love,  and  fear,  collected 
around  a  public  execution  i  notwithscanding  the 
guards,  which  jealous  power,  conscious  of  its 
deserts,  stations  around,  the  dog  penetrated  into 
the  hall,  and  couched  himself  between  the  legs 
of  the  unhappy  man^  whom  he  was  about  to  Jose 
for  ever.  The  judges  condemned  this  man ;  ^d 
may  my  tears  be  pardoned/'  says  the  generous  re* 
corder  of  tt^sfact,  '^  for  the  busstof  indignation^ 
the  judges  condemned  him  to  a  speedy  3eaA  in 
the  presence  of  bis  dog  f  Monsieur  R.'vas  rccea* 
tiucted  to  the  prison;  and  the  dog,  tfaoiigh 
prevented  accompanying  him,  did  not  quit  the 
door  for  the  whole  of  that  night. 

^^  The  fatal  hour  of  execution  arrive  with 
the  morning,  the  prison  opens,  the  unfortunatte 
man  passes  out;  his  dog  receives  lum  at  tbc 
threshold !  his  fmthful  dog  alonej  amongst  the 
thousands  wha  in  secret  revered  and  loved  him, 
daredi    even  under  the  eye  of  the  tyrant,  to 
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bWii  a  dying  fne^d !  He  clings  to  his  band  un* 
daunted*  ^^  Alas  1  that  hwd  will  nevet  more 
be  sprad  upon  thy  caressing  head>  ^r  dog  l'^ 
flxdatmed  the  qoRd^nxiedk .  The  a»  falls !  the 
master  difos !  But  the  tendet  adherent  caHnot 
leaTC  the  body — he  tipalks  round  the  corae-^ 
the  earth  receives  it,  And  the  mourner  spreada 
himself  on  the  graven  On  that  cold  {hUow  he 
passed  the  first  night,  the  next  day,  stnd  the 
aecood  night  t  the  nejgbbout,  mrantimej  un- 
lisppy  at  not  seeing  his  protogee,  searches  for 
lum  ^  and,  guessing  the  asyhim  he  had  chosen^ 
f  teals  forth  by  iiight,  and  finding  him  as  de- 
wribed,  caresses  and  brings  him  back«  The 
good  man  tries  erery  gentle  way  that  Undnes» 
Miuld  devise  to  make  him  eat.  But  a  shore 
lime  afterwards,  the  dog  eisc^^ipg,  reg^ned  his 
ftivourite  place*  O  man,  give  fftith  to  a  sacred 
truth !  Three  ,  mmfbs  passed  away ;  during 
every  morning  of  which^  the  mourner  returned 
10  his  loving  protector  merely  to  receive  his 
food,  and  then  returned  to  the  ashes  of  his 
dead  master !  and  each  day  he  was  more  sad, 
more  meagre,  and  more  languishing. 
VOL.  ii«  A  A 
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^'  His  protector,  at  length,  endeavoured  to 
we^n  him.  He  first  tied,  then  chained  him ) 
but  what  manacle  is  there,  that  can  ultimately 
triumph  over  nature  ?  He  broke  or  bit  through 
his  bonds ;  again  escaped ;  again  returned  t6  the 
grave,  and  never  quitted  it  more.  It  was  in 
vain  that  all  kind  means  were  used  once  more 
to  bring  him  back.  Even  the  humane  jailor 
assisted  to  take  him  food,  but  he  would  eat  no 
longer :  for  four-and-twenty  hours  he  was  abso^ 
lutely  observed  to  employ— -Oh,  force  of  ge>> 
nuinelove!  —  his  weakened  limbs,  digging  up 
the  earth  that  separated  him  from  the  being  he 
had  served.  Affection  gave  him  strength,  but 
his  efforts  were  too  vehement  for  his  powers : 
his  whole  frame  became  convulsed :  he  ^rieked 
in  his  struggles  :  his  attached  and  generous  heart 
gave  way,  and  he  breathed  out  his  last  gasp 
with  his  last  look  at  the  grave,  as  if  he  knew 
he  had  found,  and  again  should  be  permitted, 
to  associate  witli  his  mastery  as  if,  like  the 
poor  Indian, 

<<  Hie  faithful  Dog  should  bear  him  coiiipaqy.'* 
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A  collateral  fact  is  related  by  Professor  Raff^ 
in  his  ^<  System  of  Natural  History }''  and  as 
the  authenticity  of  that  elegant  writer  is  unim<» 
peachable^  it  will  be  an  interesting  corrobora- 
tion of  the  preceding  circumstance. 

'*  A  FRENCH  nlerchant  having  some  money 
due  from  a  correspondent,  set  out  on  horsebacki 
accompanied  by  his  dog,  on  purpose  to  receive 
if.  Having  settled  the  business  to  his  satisfac- 
tion,  he  tied  the  bag  of  money  before  him,  and 
began  to  return  home.  His  faithful  dogj  as  if  he 
entered  into  his  master^s  feelings,  frisked  round 
the  horse,  barked,  and  jumped,  and  seemed  to 
partidpate  in  his  joy. 

**  The  merchant,  after  riding  some  miles,  ' 
alighted  to  repose  himself  under  an  agreeable 
shade,  and,  taking  the  bag  of  money  in  his 
hand,  l^d  it  down  by  his  side  under  a  hedge, 
and,  on  remounting,  forgot  it.  The  dog  per* 
ceived  his  lapse  of  recollection^  and,  wishing  to 
rectify  it,  ran  to  fetch  the  bag,  but  it  was  too 
heavy  for  him  to  drag  along.  He  then  raji  to 
his  niaster,  and,  by  crying,  barking,  and  ho^U 
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ingf  seemed  to  rermnd  hkii  of  hhf  iSihtAe* 
The  merchant  understood  not  hl^langaage;  bUk 
die  a&sMuons'  creature  persevered  in  its  eibrts^ 
and,  after  trying  to  stop  the  horsii  iir  vain,  2k 
last  began  to  bite  his  heeHs* 

*«  The  merchant,  absorbed  in  some  reverie, 
wholly  overlooked  th^  real  object  of  his  a&c- 
donate  attendant's  importunity,  but  i^^efd  tdtfie 
aliarming  apprehension  tbat  he  tvks  gone  mi^d. 
Full  of  this  suspicion,  in  crossing  a  brook.  Ire 
turni^d  hi&  to  look  if  the  dog  Wbiild'  dtidL 
The  animal  >)iraii  too  intent  on  its  ^aster'$^f)usinds 
to  thxi^  of  Itself;  it  continued  tdbkrk  and  bile 
^ith  greater  violence  than  before. 

**  Mercy  I'*  cried  the  affictecf  mercMatV  "  it 
niUstbesO,  my  pOoi*  dog  i^  certainly  mad:  what 
ihtlst  I  do  ?  I  niu^t  kill  him,  lest  s6ih^  greater 
ihisfortune  befall  nii ;  but  with  what  regret ! 
6h,  could  I  find  any^one  io  petfdrch  this  cfud 
office  for  mc!  btrt  there  Is  no  timi  td  loie; 
1  myself  may  b^tom^  tht  vic^  if  I  spare 
him.** 

*"  With  these. words,  he  dre^  a  pisto!  froin 
h&  pb'dLet^  and  vdA  a  tretaxbling  Hand  look 
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3191  at  his  faithful  servant.  He  turned  f way 
19  agony  as  he  fired^  but  his  aifn  was  too  sure* 
The  poor  animal  falls  pounded ;  and  weltering 
in. his  ))j|ppd,  still  endeavours  to  crawl  towards 
his  maiBt^r,  j^  if  to  tax  him  with  ingratitude. 

^^  The  merchant  could  pot  bear  the  sight  f 
he  spuired  on  his  hor$e  with  a  heart  full  of 
sorrow,  and  bmqnt^d  he  had  taken  a  Journey 
which  bad  costhim  so  desan  Sdll,  however,  the 
money.never  entered  his  mind ;  he  only  thought 
of  his  poor  dog,  and  tried  to  console  himself 
with  the  reflection,  tb^t  he  bad  prevented  a 
ip:eater  evil,  by  dispatcjiing  a  ioa4  animal,  tlum 
be  had  .m&red  ,a  calamity  by  his  loss.  This 
opiate  to  his  wounded  spirit  was  ineffectual : 
^*  I  am  umt  uofortunatCj''  said  he  to  himself; 
^<  I  had  almost  rather  have  lost  my  money 
than  my  dog/'  3aying  this,  he  stretched  oi^t 
his  hand  .to  grasp  his  treasure.  It  was  missing ; 
1K>  bag  was  to  be  fpund.  In  an  instant,  he 
opened  his  .eyes  to  Jiis  rashness  and  folly. 
^^  Wretch  that  I  Aral  I  ajcuae  an\  to  blame. 
I  could  not  cbmprebepd  the  admonition  which 
myinnocQiit  and.mpsti&itjiful  fxknd  gave  me^ 
A  A  3 


Digitized 


by  Google 


358  GLEANINGS  IN  ENGLAND. 

and  I  have  sacrificed  him  for  his  zeaL  He 
only  vdshed  to  inform  me  of  my  mistake,  and 
he  has  paid  for  his  fidelity  with  his  life/* 

**  Instantly  he  turned  his  horse,  and  went  oflF 
at  full  gallop  to  the  place  where  he  had  itopped. 
He  saw,  with  half-averted  eyes,  the  scene  where 
the  tragedy  was  acted ;  he  perceived  the  traces 
of  blood  as  he  proceeded }   he  was  oppressed 
and  distracted :  but  in  vain  did  he  look  for  his 
dog — he  was  i^ot  to  be  seen  on  the  road.    At 
last,    he  arrived  at  the  spot  where    I^e   had 
alighted.    But  what  were  his  sensations!  His 
heart  was  ready  to  bleed ;  he  cursed  himself  in 
the  madness  of  despair.     The  poor  dog,  unable 
to  follow  his  dear,  but  cruel  master,  had  de- 
termined to  consecrate  his  last  moments  to  his 
service.    He  had  crawled,  all  bloody  as  he  was^ 
to  the  forgotten  bag,  and,  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  he  lay  watching   beside  it.     When  he 
saw  his  master,  he  still  testified  his  joy  by  the 
wagging  of  his  tail  —  he  could  do  no  more — ha 
tried  to  rise,  but  his  s^ength  was  gone*     The 
vital  tide  was  ebbing  fast,  even  the  caresses  of 
tus  master  could  not  prolong  his  fiito^fbr  a  fi^w 


Digitized 


by  Google 


Qt2EAHIKPS  IV  ENGLAND*  359 

imtebAtf.  He-sti-etchcd  out  his  tongue  to  lick 
the  hand  that  was  now  fondling  him  in  the  ago- 
iiies  of  regret,  as  if  to  seal  forgiveness  for  the 
deed  that  had  deprived  him  of  life.  He  then 
cast  a  look  of  kindness  on  his  master,  and  closed 
bis  eyes  for  ever. 


NOTE. 

Tbc  Profcswr^s  4cKription  of  the  Dog  is  the  moft  simple 
?iid  engaging  of  any  I  have  ever  read.  The  following 
abridged  translation  of  It  by  a  very  young  gentleman  will  be 
acceptable  to  you. 

"  The  dog  is  obedient,  docile,  complaisant,  does  every 
thing  that  we  wish  with  alacrity  and  without  murmuring,  is 
satisfied  with  an  old  dry  crust  of  bread,  or  a  bone  to  pick  ; 
^oes  hurt  to  nobody,  watches  day  and  night  in  the  housej 
and  will  risk  his  life  in  defence  of  his  master. 

4«  This  animal  actually  forgets  the  bad  treatment  he  re- 
ceives from  nuin,  and  retains  long  a  remembrance  of  favours. 
Jt  is  no  matter  that  he  has  a  hard  and  cruel  master,  who, 
instead  of  giving  bim^  food,  strikes  and  torments  him  ;  ht 
from  taking  the  smallest  veiigeance  on  him,  he  has  not  even 
the  thought  of  leaving  him ;  and  after  seeking  with  risk 
•om^mismUe  food^  he  turns  to  follow  him.  If  he  has 
A  A  4 
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oommitted  a  faiik»  lie  comes  to  croadi  «t  hii  in«MiHftftt 
and  to  implore  kts  dem'^ncy ;  but  if  be  be  not  fortnoalf 
enough  to  obtain  k,  be  submits  wkbout  murmuring  to  ebas- 
tisement,  and  the  next  instant  humbly  licks  t)ie  band  that 
punished  him,  recovers  hit  gaiety^  ceases  bis  comphipts, 
shows  himself  more  obedieAt  than  fonnerl^^  runs  ^t  tbcf 
TOice^  waits  the  orders  of  his  master,  with  «n  ear  itcantitfe 
9nd  pricked  up,  flies  on  the  first  stgn^,  guesses  on  the 
slightest  motion  of  the  eye  bis  indinationsj  and  executes  them 
punctually* 

'<  Does  he  lose  bis  master^  lie- groapSj  be  howls  ip  the 
most  doleful  oianner,  and  gets  no  repose  till  he  finds  him ;  he 
discovers  his  tracks  pursues  his  steps  to  the  distance  ^  three 
or  fourlcagues^  and  ^nds  him  out  In  the  midst  of  the  greatest 
crowde 

<<  And  in  *  joumiesi  what  services  do  dogs  render  us  ?  9 
single  one  is  of  more  consequence  to  our  safety  than  ten  do- 
mestics ;  he  aOows  no  person  to  come  near  the  baggagCi  or 
the  apartments,  and  still  less  the  person  of  his  master,  and 
watches  carefully  oter  every  thing  that  belongs  to  him«  or  i| 
near  him.'' 


^  I  have  read,  that  in  several  convents  fituated  SEAKdngtbtf 
foountaiiiB  which  divide  France  and  Italy,  thivelkra'isiiiiiC 
us  a  custom  ^prevails  that  ^  does  honour- to  human  nature:  ii) 
fhese  sequestered  cloisters,  which  are  often  placed  in  the 
inost  uninhabited  parts  of  the  Alps,  strangers  and  travelers 
fUK:  |tot  oiO^  bospitabty  ^Mtmwed,  |)bt  m  Jired  «f  dogs^ 
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trained  tp  go  in  uarcb  of  wanderers^  and  are  every  morning 
tent  from  the  convents,  with  an  apparatus  fastened  to  their 
colhirs>  containing  some  refreshment,  and  a  direction  to  tra- 
velers \o  follow  the  sagacious  animal ;  many  lives  are  by  this 
ineans  preserved  in  that  wild  romantic  country. 

Few  cities  in  the  world  appear  to  containlso  many  dogs  as 
those  of  Egypt.  From  their  natural  propensity  to  be  useful 
t»  mankind,  they  are  the  terror  of  thieves  and  disturbers  of 
the  night;  tpofaamtmsly  watching  with  the  greatest  care  the 
merchandise  on  quays,  the  boat,  and  the  interior  of  cities* 
Another  sii^laiky  is,  that  Aese  dogs  never  remove  from 
the  districts  in  which  they  are  bred ;  formed  into  sepa- 
Itte  tribes,  they  keep 'to  certam  limits  |  and  should  one  po^ 
\u$  own  *boun4ary«  he  -would  be  attacked  by  the  whole  co- 
)iort,  whose  quarters  be  intruded  into,  and  with  great  di$^<» 
pi^^  if  ^  t^  escape  l>^^  torn  in  picoM. 
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LETTER   XiriL 


X  HE  village  of  Hawsted  in  this  county 
ccAtains  a  variety  of  objects  truly  interesting  ; 
all  of  which  are  extremely  well  described  by  Sir 
J*  CuUum^  an. ancestor  of  whom  became  pur* 
chaser  of  the  estate  of  the  Drurys ;  who,  by  the 
maternal  ^de^  were  ancestors  also  of  your  G>r- 
respondent  j  yea,  and  be  it  known  to  you,  one 
of  the  Gleaner's  forefathers  patronized  a  poet  — > 
even  the  witty  and  learned  Dr.  Donne,  who  had 
a  suite  of  apartments  asMgned  him  in  Drury 
Castle,  There's  for  you!  and  moreover  one 
of  his  fair  relatives,  who,  by  the  bye,  is  said  to 
have  died  of  a  box  of  the  ear 9  was  the  very  lady, 
^^  whose  *  eloquent  blood''  Donne  so  celebtate4 


*   M 


>Her  pare  and  eloquent  blood 


Spoke  in  her  cheeks  and  so  distinctly  wronghtt 
That  one  might  almost  say  her  body  thouf^ht^* 
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«— and  in  this  very  Hawsted  Church  are  the  said 
eloquent 'blooded  lady's  remains. 

This  Lady's  monument  is  a  mural  one  in  the 
south-east  comer  of  the  chancel.    It  consists  of 
a  basement  about  three  feet  high ;  on  which^ 
under  an  ornamented  arch,  lies  the  figure  of  a 
young  female  large  as  life,  her  head  reclining  on 
her  left  hand ;  her  mantle  is  drawn  close  about 
her  neck,  and  edged  with  a  small  ru£f ;  her  hair 
is  in  many  small  and  short  curls,  without  any 
cap  or  covering;  above  is  an  emblemadcal  female 
personage,  surrounded  wich  a  glory  and  scatter^ 
ing  flowers  on  the  figure  below ;  on  each  side  <^ 
the  basement  sits  a  greyhoimd,  the  crest  of  the 
^mily.    This  is  a  very  pleasing  monument,  of 
painted  alabaster/  and  we}l  executed ;  only  dis* 
graced  by  an  ugly  Death's  head.    All  such  re- 
presentations and  emblems  as  this,  bopes  in  sal- 
tire,  I  could  wish  to  see  banished  from  sepul- 
i:hral  monuments  ;  they  are  disagreeable  objects 
in  themselves,  answer  no  purpose  of  morality, 
;md  seem  not  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  Chris- 
tianity, which  never  paints  death  in  frightful  or 
^bgusting  colours. 
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Thejr  ttce  now  inaerted  at  the  bottook  of  the 
engraving.  This  portrait  is  as  large  as  Jificy 
wdl  painted,  and  the  only  one  of  4iic  family 
loft  at  Hawstcd  Pliu:e.  Xbc  gr^t  jejcpeqjtations 
pf  the  persop  it  repr^ei^tf ,  ^e  .pnusoi  kipsjtoaeed 
upon  her  by  one  of  the  greatest  wit^  of  the  4get 
wd  ^  liogolarity  of  the  attitude^  worn  to  SMike 
it  worAy  of  being  pteserved.by  the  graver  *• 

The  name  of  Drury  is  now  extinct  in  Haw« 
stedj  havii^g  flourished  in  that  village  just  i  jo 
yiears.  Sir  Robert  had  two  daughters ;  the 
^der^IXirqthyt  xlied  at  the  ageof  nine  years;  the 
yp^nger,  £4i^;^eth,  to^ncrea^  the  grief  of  her 


♦  From  the  Rou^ham  branch  descended  the  late  Sir  Tho- 
mas :I>tury  of  Overttone,  in  Northan4>t«B»hI;«,  Qar^  vAfist 
|W0  .daughtfts  and  cp-bcirs  were  married  to  the  present 
Earl  of  Buckinghamshire,  and  Lord  Brownlowe.  The  Eatl 
of  Buckinghamshire  hadyj>)r  his  first srificy^MifsDmnTy  thg^ 
daugkwo ;  the  eldest,  Henrietta,  married  Earl  of  Ancram, 
the  second  was  united  to  Lord  Mount  Edgcumbc,  and  the 
youngest,  CstooliJie,  to  the  Honoand^  He^ry  Wpi»9A  Ash^ 
ton  Harbordy  who  are  all  alire, 

ri 
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paren«^  rdRBhed  alm6^  fiftoM*  Of  tiias  ^trhg 
lady's'  iBSaHiStnetit^  ii9kk  hUf  ipkd^  ^tte  acitoUnt 
has  been  aWeady  gl^;  Tracptib*  tSpWrts, 
that*she  difed  of  a  bror  6n  the  ^i',  ftotti  her 
father.  This  conceit  rose,  pfobabty,  from 
her  being  represented,  both  on  the  monu- 
ment, alii^  Hi  het  picttnre,  as  recfiniHg  her  head 
on  dn'e  feafid  j  JuSt  as  the  story  6f  Lord  Russel's 
daughter  dying  of  a  prick  of  her  fiAgei'  took  itis 
origin  fifoni  her  s'tatiie  in  V^eftniinstei*  Abbey, 
whicTi.repfesents  hit  as  holding  dotWi  hei  fingef, 
and  pointing  to  a  death's  htfad  at  h^t  fiiet. 
Ahot'feei'  tradition  felatiii^  to  her,  iS,  that  she 
was  desSned  for  the  wife  of  Prince  tt^^y, 
eldest  son  of  James  L  She  Was  certainly  a 
great  heiress  j  ^d  their  ages  tirere  hot  tsnsuit- 
able :  but,  whefher  thefe  be  more  truth  in  this, 
than  in  the  other,  I  pretend  not  to  say ;'  thou^ 
tliis  came  froni  respectable  aothorify*  Vfhit  is 
certain,  is,  that  she  is  immortalked  by  the 
Muse  of  Dr.  l^onAe,  who  had  determhied  to 
celeBf ate  her  anxUve1r84l7  hi  an  elegy,  as  loftg  U 
he  irved : 
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*^  Accept  this  tribute^  and  his  Snt  ydar'f  rent; 
Who,  till  this  dark  short  tape's  end  be  ^ent. 
As  oft  as  thy  feast  sees  this  widow'd  earth, 
Will  yearly  celebrate  thy  second  birth ;  • 

That  is,  thy  death/' 

However,  we  liave  nothing  beyond  the  second 
anniversary.  The  truth  seems  to  be^  that  pane- 
gyric bad  been  so  profusely  lavished  in  two 
essays,  that  it  was  quite  exhausted.  Some  of 
the  lines  have  been  noticed  in  the  Spectator, 
No.  91,  where  they  are,  by  mistake,  said  to  be 
a  description  of  Dr.  Donne's  mistress^  instead 
of  the  departed  daughter  of  his  fiiend.  They 
are  inscribed  on  her  portrait  in  my  possession ; 
zad  I  should  suppose,  from  the  appearance  of 
the  p^t,  were  put  there  soon  after  they  were 
written. 

I  cannot  leave  Suffolk  without  direding  your 
attention  to  £ustonhall,^not  because  it  is  a  noble 
edifice  belonging  to  one  of  the  most  distinguish* 
ed  of  our  British  Peers,  but,  because  its  pre- 
sent Possessor,  notwithstanding  all  that  our 
gres^t    British,   and   still   inscrutable    Satirist^ 
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Junius,  may  have  md  of  him>  is  one  who,  at 
his  country-seat,  in  his  thriving  farms,  and  com- 
fort-br^htening  cottages,  deserves  to  be  placed 
amongst  those  first-rate  Benefactors  of  mankind, 
which,  in  the  benignity  of  their  orb,  effuse  their 
rays  where  light  and  heat  are  wanted ! ! 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  goes  his  daily  round* 
of  Benevolence!  visits  the  cottages  of  Euston, 
Fakeham,  &c.  *c.  in  person,  not  only  to  m- 
^tiire — for  report  made  by  a  steward  or  othar 
domestics  in  office,  is  sometimes  wicked,  an4 
often  partial  —  not,  therefore,  only  to  enquire, 
but  to  see— ^ if  the  families,  committed  by  pity 
and  loving-kindness  to  his  protection,  are  a^ 
ease,  in  heaUh,  in  happiness  —  if  wives,  chil- 
dren, widows',  orphans,  really  want  any  thing 
to  make  them  so ;  which  must  somedmes  1>e 
the  case,  although  all  his  poor  live  rent-free.  *" 

I  have  gleaned  for  you,  also,  another  circum- 
.stance  concerning  this  Nobleman*  His  Oracp, 
I  am  just  told  by  some  of  hk  ienarUJir  who^ 
informadon  his  very  enemies  wiU  not  pf iffun^ 
to  dispute,  never  raises  his  rents,  nor,  unl^ 
from  flagitious  conduct,  changes  his  farf^ers-T- 
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insomticli,  thdt  tliere  has  sot  been  kudwA  td  fed 
any  deviation  from  the  £simiiy4ine  in  the  descent 
of  hi$  tenantry  for  upwards  of  a  century* 
The  husbandmen  keep  the  even  tenor  of  theit 
my  m  all  thihgs. 

In  a  word,  ever  since  my  being  within  naeB 
of  oral  and  ocular  evidence,  I  have,  unseen  and 
unknown  to  him,  been  upon  the  watch  to  catch 
the  immediate  real  features  of^is  Ndbleman's 
mind,  and  just  as  I  am  about  to  quit  my  place 
of  unobserved  observation,  I  can  Conscientiously 
select  for  the  motto  of  the  above  drawn  portrait 
cf  this  Nobleman,  what  the  "  honest  Mnse  "* 
<rf  Pope  has  sung  of  the  Man  of  Ross, 

^  Him  portioned  maids,  apprentic'd  orphans  blest^ 
The  young  who  labour  and  the  old  who  rest  ; 
He,  like  the  Maa  of  Ross,  the  sick  relieves. 
Prescribes,  attends,  the  medicine  makes  and  gives.? 

^People  of  high  birth  have  been  so  generally  the 

objects  of  the  Poet's  ridicule,  and  the  very  mark 

of  l!i^  arrows,  that  every  bpporttmity  to  rescue 

characters  of  this  kind  from  the  wantonness  of 

^wk,  or  the  venom  of  envy,  is  not  only  a  duty. 
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bot  a  delight^  that  gives  one  an  exquisite  sen- 
sation^^ 

And,  perhaps^  after  all,  my  Friend,  the 
**  BlusN,  grandeur,  blush/*  reverberated  firom 
Bard  to  Bard,  from  Mr.  Pope's  time  down 
tc  the  present  hour,  have  been  as  often  the 
unsubst^tial  airy  echoes  of  an  angry  disap- 
pc^tlred  Muse,  zt  the  eulogia  which,  by  com- 
mon consent,  the  same  tuneful  train  have 
agreed  to  lavish  on  these  classes  of  mankind  lesft 
exposed  to  envy;  That  there  is  a  great  deal 
more  of  goodness  In  the  high  and  low,  rich 
and  poor,  I  am  convinced,  if  men  wiU  be  at  the 
trouble  of  looking  for  it,  or  having  foimd,  if 
they  have  not  only  ears  to  hear,  and  eyes  to 
see  it,  but — for  there  lies  the  point —^  a  heart 
to  feel  and  own  it. 

The  celebrity  of  this  place  for  its  horse-races 
must  long  since  have  travelled  iiito  Ceritnany ; 


^  See  thit  fubject  exemplified  »pd  contraited  in  the  letter 
from  HiLLiNGTON>  vol.  I.  of  English  Glcaninp,  Letter 
9tb. 

VOL.  11.  B  m 


Digitized 


by  Google 


370  G|.pANINOS   IK  KNOl-AND. 

but  the  Qriie  idea  of  tbe  diversion  whid^  beara 
that  name,  can  be  suspended  till  you  take  your 
eb^ery^tk^  upon  the  spot;  and  even,  then  you 
v^il)  stan^  ia^  need  of  a  ^^eper  iq^tructor  than 
nxysdfjfo:  introduce  you  to,  the  prp^under 
secrcfts  of  the  Turf.  The  v^  fii:st  priiufiplcs, 
indeed,  -ef  tha| important  science -^  for  a  most 
ifupqrt^t  science;  it  is  —  s^p^  not  to  be  taught 
b»t  Jby:^9^e  pf  our  great  pasters  of  thie.  whip^ 
and/,  of;  tbfsc;,  many  of.  our  first ,  nobility^ 
tmd  ^.Gfk^om^of  ouf  f^riT^ces,  are,  to  be  num- 
bei^;.  thgy-have  puarch^ed  4heir  ki^wledge 
by  an  appii^^eship  in  the^ftable,  andjby  asso- 
cis^iMK  with  yet  greater  adepts  than  themselves-^ 
Mimely,  iM^th  Grooms  and  Jockeys :  nq^  ia  there 
jBoy  hppe.gf  an  English  gentleman  becoming  a 
proficient  in  the  art  of  out-riding  his  neigb- 
boufy.of  ;di€;taacing  his  antagonist,  of  coher- 
ing, b^  t^l  jl^  upplltic  hedge,  and  of  jostling 
his  rival  on  the  wrong  ade  the  post,  but  by 
bestowing  as  m^oh-iimt  .aad  talents,  as,  in  a 
different  application  of  them,  might  produce  a 
Judge,  a  General,  or  a  Senator* 
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,..  ,    "  With  uidigaatiQiv  I  $\xrvey 
•   ,  Such  skill  and  judgemei^t  thrown  away : 
The.tjnic  profusely  squander 'd  there 
On  vulgar  arts  beneath  their  care. 
If  well  employed,  at  less  expeilce, 
Had  Uught  them  honour,  virtue,  seiise. 
And  raisM  them  from  a  Coachman's  fate, 
'  To  govern  teen,  and  guide  the  state/' 

,  Nbtwi^standiog  all  this,  which  i$  not  more 
pbettal  th»  true,  mart  pains  are  taken  to  bear 
-awaiy  the:  honours  of  the  Turf  from  one  animal 
iiaving  the  speed  of  anoliier  animal — both  of 
them^lashedi  goaded^  and;  rode  up  tQ  the  htlts 
of  the  spur  in  blood -^  than  all  tjbe  trophies 
that  erer  tense,  virtue^  and,  you  may  throw 
genius'intb  tht  barg&dn>;l^  to  offen  Nay, 
the  gaiAiftg  die  running«%htB  by  half  a  neck  or 
a  lioae,  has  poured  more  money.nt  one  sweep- 
stake into  ;the  purse  of  the  winnerj  and  been 
rewarded  by  louder  acclamation. from  the  specta* 
tors,  than  evet*  enriched  or  enlaurelled  the  Poets 

•and' Philosophers,  £Pom  Plat6  and  the  Bard  of 

XSi^ece^.  ito  the.present  time. 

'      Btil^  tbeti>  it  is  to  be  confessed,  these  riches 

B  B  a 
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and  honours  are  purchased  at  no  triflmg  ex« 
pence.  A  genuine  hero  of  the  Turf  cannot  be 
said  to  have  gained  the  summit  of  liis  glory, 
till  he  has  equipped  himself  at,  all  points  for 
being  his  own  jockey,  and  for  riding  his  own 
horse.  And,  in  order  to  gain  this  sublime  of 
his  art^  it  is  as  indispensable  that  the  rider 
should  go  into  training  as  the  horse  —  nay, 
that  in  cartain  cases^  the  discipline  should  be 
More  vigorously  observed  by  the  mui  than  thp 
beast.  If,  for  instance,  the  noble  owner  of  the 
6teed  unfortunately  happens  to  be  of  a  groa 
habit  of  body,  and  td  have  too  much  indttlged 
in  the  good  thbgs  of  this  world  to  aeate  it^  he 
must  ii^tantly  set  s^ut  a  system  of  abstinence 
which  an  anchorec  would  shrink  from.  He 
must  suffer  himself  to  be  swathed  in  the  thickest 
and  coarsest  lannelsy  Uke  an  overgrown  baby  ; 
then  be  shut  up  in  a  ^i3c  room,  aiid  stinted  to 
a  miserabledUdwUnce  of  breads  and  water,  like 
a  condemned  Udon  ^  and',  in  short,  he  ,Btmt 
put  both  the  flesh  and  tfib .  sfim  into  ginit 
mortification,  and  volunteer^noreaiisterides  than 
monks  or  martyrs  ever  yec  pnstciiMd  £or  the 
reality  or  the  affectation  gf  religion,  merely  to 
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reduce  him^lii  to  the  Az^  aiui  weight  of  a  rival 
iiport$]|Mii«  who  mayi  perhl^pg,  :have  as  much 
jdifficuli^  in  plttiaijig  vpj  ^  tht^a^tr  ia  melting 
down-j  ;  or  $|se  be  sq,  comj^letp  a  spectre^  that 
scarcely  any  thing  on  fhi3  «ide*  ^tarying  can 
pjodiMfe  hift  mattth.   -     '  ,  .  *  j       , 

.  J  Do  not.imagiaie  I.atn  sporting  with  your 
credulity*  My.;countryinefi  will  vouch  fox'  me 
that  I  am  relating  to  you  a  common  every ^iay 
fact  91  and.  will  sustsiin  me  in  the  farther  tntelli* 
gencci  that  numbers  of  our  .geollemen  jockeys 
tiSbet  ^th  the  manners  and  dress  of  a^  stable- 
t>oy»  ahd  are^  out. of  all  comparison^  more  cor*- 
rec tin  the  breed,  blo6d,  and  pedigree  of  their 
))QrseSi  than  ih.  the  .nursing;,  cOimei:tion$»  and 
jedutiation  of  their  ovin  children; 

**  Qo  on  brave  youths  till  in  ^me  future  age 
WBipi  shall  become  t6e  icnatorial  badge. 
And  Ehgland  see  her  thronging  senators 
Meet  ^  ar^Wtlkrilfiftir  in  bbbt's  and  spurs^ 
Of  ^ts  ini  taxes  learnc4y  debate, 
Aikkgoidci^iwubec^tMl' reins,  rfitced  or  sute. 

In  regard  to  horses,  I  have  not  a  doubt  of 
this  species  of  the  steed  rejoicing  as  much  in 
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his  swiftness  as  one  of  anothef  breed  glorying 
in  his  strength }  at  least;  I  am  persuaded,  both 
are  endowed  with  sbnlethhig  of  i  ionsoousness 
of  their  qualities^  without  My  mischievous  jmow- 
ledge  of  their  power;  except  in  self-defiance. 
Nor  can  I  hesitate  to  believci  that^tHey  possesi 
an  instinctive,  as  well  ai  habitual,  spirit  of 
rivalry.  And  this  may.  be  materially  assisted 
and  inflamed  by  the  arts  of  breeding,  training, 
and  contending,  &c.  &:c.  To  a  certain  limit, 
therefore,  I  admit,  that  the  gratification  of  the 
horse  and  the  ridev  might  be  reciprocal;  with 
one  material  disdnction,  however,  to  the  honour 
of  the  former — inasmuch,  as  his  very  jdilousy 
would  be  purely  the  effect  of  high  spirits,  and 
the  passion  of  the  course,  for  its  own  sake*^ 
whereas  the  delight  of  the  latter  would  be 
compounded  of  pride  and  avarice,  even  if  we 
did  not  add  to  the  mixture  another  coipmon 
ingredient  —  cruelty.  Perhaps^  top,  aft  emula- 
tion of  something  like  glory  may  animate  'Ohe 
bosom  of  the  huntQr — rand  still  n)orc-6f  Abe 
the  war-horse— or,  that  the  air, of  dignity, 
pride,  and  power,,  whicji  he  assumes  at  the  beat 
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of  the  dram  and  sound  of  the  tratnpet,  his 
flaming  eye/ collected  figure,  and  pawing  hoof^ 
may  tend  to  prove,  that  he  really 

^  Skares  ¥mli  bis  lord  t|^.  pleasure  and  the  pride/' 

The  various  animated  descriptions  of  him  give 
support  to  this  conjecture,  asserting  his  right 
to  a  place  next  to  man  in  the  history  of  nature. 
His  activity,   his  strength,   his  usefulness,  his 
beauty,  all  contribute,  say  the  naturalists,    to 
render  him  the  principal  object  of  our  curiosity 
and  care :  a  creature  in  whose  welfare  we  are 
interested  next  to  mankind*     But,  when  he  is 
thrust  so  far  out  of  his  place  as  to  be  converted 
into  an  instrument  of  our   worst   passions^— 
when  friends  and  rehtives  are,  as  it  were,  sad- 
dled upon  his  back,  and  the  weal  and  woe  of 
whole  families  are  made  dependent  upon  his 
footsteps — when,   according  to  the   powerful 
description  of  one  of  our  modern  bards,  who 
in  a  just  and  animated  satire,  whi^h  bears  the 
name  of  this  vefy  town"* :  — 


♦  Newmarket,  a  Satire,  by  the  late  Mr,  T.  Warton. 
B  B  4  ^ 
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«« tht  good  old  seat,  whose  gotbic  tqwt^ts    .^ 

Awful  emerge  from  yonder  tufted  bowels. 
Whose  raftered  hall  the  crowded  tenants  fed,  . 
And  dealt  to  Age,  and  Want,  their  daily  bread  ; 
Where  crested  knights  with  pfecriess  d^meh  join'd. 
At  high  and  solemn  festival,  have  din'd, 
Presenting,  oft,  fair  Virtue's  shining  task, 
In  mystic  pgeantries  and  moral  mask/* 

When  all  these  at  once  become  bankrupt  an4 
dissolve  in  air  —when, 

**  All  the  social  scene  in  silence  lies,"  ' 

and  the  late  master  of  this  goodly  domain^ 
is  doomed  to  rub  the  steeds  which  once  he 
rode,  as  h^s  been  too  often  the  case,  I  cannot 
but  condemn  a  destructive  amusement  which 
is  the  b^eful  pest  of  our  CQ^ntr7,  and  not 
only  still  amopgst  the  fashion  of  the  times,  but 
und«r  the  patronage  of  the  Senators  and  Nobles 
of  our  land!  Well  might  the  Bard,  whose 
potent  verse  I  have  called  in  to  my  assistance  on . 
this  occasion,  indignantly  exclaim  — 
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<*  Is  thb  die  Band  of  cml  Chiefs  design'd. 
On  Engtand's  weal  to  fix  th^  pondering  mind  } 
Who,  while  llieir  countiy's  rights  are  9tt  to  salf^ 
Quit  Earope^i  balance  for  the  jockey  scale. 
O,  say,  when  least  their  sapient  scheme?  are  crost^ 
pr  whena  nation,  or  a  match  is  lost ? 
Whp  dams  and  sires  with  more  exactness  trace. 
Than  of  their  country's  kings,  the  sacred  race: 
Think  I.ondon  journeys  are  the  worst  of  ills ; 
Subscribe  to  articles,  instead  of  bills : 
Strangers  to  all,  our  annalists  relate. 
Theirs  are  the  memoirs  of  the  equestrian  state  3 
Who,  lost  to  Albion's  past  and  present  views, 
Heber^,  thy  chronicles  alone  peruse ! 
Britain,  thy  conscript  councillors  behold ; 
(For  some,  perhaps,  by  fortune  favoured  yet. 
May  ||ain  a  borough,  from  a  lucky  bet), 
Smit  with  the  love  of  the  laconic  boot, 
,  The  cap,  and  wig  succiuct,  the  silken  suit,.  . 
Mere  modern  phaetons  usurp  the  rein. 
And  scour>  in  rival  race,  the  tempting  plaaiu 


*   Author    of    an  historical  List    of  th^   Running 
Horfcs,  &c. 
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See,  side  by  lide,  hit  jbcfcey  and  Sir: Jcdui 
Discuss  th'  important  point;«-t;o£itx  to  Me*    * 
Fpr,  ob!  the  boasttd  privilege-  bom  jdcar».  . 
How  great  the  pddei  to  gain  a  jockey 'jcitf! 

I  am  not  able  to  dbcttss  the  grekt  questiba 
vdth  the  grand  msisters  of  the  Whip'}  but  I  have 
heard  the  learned  in  horse-flesh  say»  the  true- 
bred  racer  loves  the  sport  as  well  as  the  rider. 
That  there  is  an  emulative  spirit;  in  the  noble 
animals  who  ^re  the  chief  instruments  of  this 
diversion,  I  can  readily  believe ;  and  this  instinc* 
tive  ardour  may  (be  stimulated  by  exercise  and 
habits  most  likely  to  call  it  forth  ;  but  I  most 
have  the  testimony  of  die  saijl  animals  them- 
selves before  I  can  believe  they  willingly  give 
their  poor  good  sides  to  the  spuf ,  6t  that  the  plea- 
sures of  Victofious  competidon  balances  the  pain 
of  the  bloody  engine,  *  which  urges  them  to  the 
goal.  On  reconsideration,  there  is  another 
sort  of  evidence  I  shall  deem  decisive,  and 
that  is  no  more  than  the  testimony  of  the  riders ; 
and  }}^f,.  pW^gc  mjself  to  believe  whatever 
they  please  to  assert  on  this  subject,  when  any 
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cBe  Jockey  will  submit  to  be  lashed  and  spurred 
only  once  round  the  course-^ a  mere  two^le 
hest  *'—  with  a  gagg  in  his  mouth  and  a  whip 
at  his  taily  and  give  me  any  reasonable  proof 
that  his  ardour  for  the  chace  has  extinguished  the 
sense  of  the  smart  by  which  the  race  is  to  be  won. 
But  till*  some  such  evidence  is  adduced  I  shall 
no  mcire  credit  that  the  thirst  of  glory  recon« 
ciles  the  race-horse  to  the  savage  barbarities  in* 
flicted  on  him^  than  that  the  bull  at  the  stake 
with  a  dog  at  his  throat,  or  the  game-cock 
armed  vdth  weapons  of  death  against  his  anta«* 
gonistj  are  too  much  in  a  passion  with  each 
other,  or  too  much  delighted  with  the  gratifica- 
tion of  a  strong  propensity  to  know  whether 
they  are  annoyed  or  not. 

As  to  Cock-fighting,  our  Senators  lately  pro- 
posed a  bill  to  abolish  this  barbarous  diversion ; 
on  which  som^  of  the  members  spoke  with  a 
glow  of  generous  feeling  that  did  them  honour 
as  men ;  but  others  again  contended  it  was  in 
itself  not  only  a  manly  entertainment,  but  a  sti* 
mulus  to  natural  courage :  for,  if  a  couple  of 
Cocks  coilild  fight  dll  they  died,  could  a  Chris- 
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fian  do  lesd?   From  some  'of  die  argumoii^ 
used  on  this  occasion  one  might  be  led  to  think 
thai  the  advocates  of  fhe  manly  and  Christian 
amusement  of  Cock-fighting,  wouU  havr  wished 
Heiofigbting  to  conuoue  battling  in  the  world 
to  come*     At  uny  mt  the  cock^figlitimg  and 
buH^bahipg  side  of  the  House  carried  the  mo* 
tion,  and  will  most  HMy  Soviri^h  with  horse- 
yaong^  ipan-boxing,  and  other  savage  games- 
It  happened  singular  enough  that  I  was  in 
Vant  of  an  horse  of  a  gleaning  character  just  as 
I  reached  this  town  of  horses,  my  qwti.  having 
met  with  an  accident  at  Biiry,  where  {  Iqft  him 
at  nurse.    I  could  not  help  smiling  at  my  di& 
culcya  when  I  lux^w  myself  to  be  surrounded  1^ 
some  of  the  finest  steeds  in  the  kingdom^  and 
saw  one  of  them  led  gently  over  the  velvet  turf, 
with  as  much  care  as  if  it  had  been  af  late  tying* 
in  lady,  m  preparation  for  the  October  Meet- 
ing,  yet  felt  assured  neither  that,  nor  my  othdr 
Brethren  of  the  Stud,  would  have  answered  my 
sober  purpose,  nor  been  half  so  teceptable  to 
me  even  as  a  gift,  as. a  quiet  greybearded-thing, 
— heavy  laden  with  wares  -^  and  that  stood  at 
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the  door  of  the  iniii  where  the  stage^oidi  had 
set  me  down. 

Following  impulse,  however,  I  could  not  resist 
a  desire  to  cultivate  this  padfic-seeming  fellow^ 
who  was  of  jet-black,  except  some  white  hairs 
on  his- chin:  accordingly,  I  introduced  myeHF 
to  his  notice,  jttst  as  a  groom-looking  person- 
age returned  from  his  morning  exercise  of  a 
very  beautiful  animal,  whose  back  he  bestrode. 

He  st<^ped4t  the  porch  of  the  um,  and  asked 
an  hostler  nearr  the  gate  if  either  of  his  grooms 
were  come  off  the  heath  with  their  horses? 
>  No,  my  Lord,^  was  the  reply;  but  with 
scarce  a  motion  of  the  hat,  or  nod  of  the  head. 
•From  which  I  gathered  tl\e  double  information, 
that  this  noble  Lord  was  his  own  groom,  and 
that  grooms  of  title  are  no  more  respected  than 
grooms  without  title. 

The  grey-beard  poney,  I  had  taken  such  a 
fancy  to,  happened,  unforrunately,  to  be  ill  die 
way  of  this  tioblc  person's  leg,  which  rubbed 
against  one  of  the  panniers  that  projected  from 
the  poor  creature's  side  t  and,  as  the  jockey- 
Lord  passed,  he^struck  his  whip  with  all  the 
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force  of  his  arm;  and,  after  daBftniDg  the  ejes 
which  he  almost  beat  out,  he  rode  oC 

Tou  will  do  me  the  justice  to  beltevte  I  did 
not  turn  my  back  on  my  nev  acquaintance^ 
ahhough  I  hatd  seen .  him  thus  bsulted  by  the 
.Great.  On  the  contrary,  it  drew  me  tovards 
him  by  claims  he  conld  not  hare  had  upon  me 
but  for  £he  injury  I  had  seen  him  suSbr :  and  I 
wouM  have  invited  hint  jto  my  own  stalls  had  not 
the  owner^  who  now  cdme  from  the  inn  where  he 
had  been  refresbiAg  himself,  and  with  a  full 
bowl  in  his'.han^f  negatived  my^first  ofier  of 
.purx:h$^  by  a  declaratipn  that  he  wpuld  not 
part  with  Inni  for:  all  the  horses  that,  had  ever 
run  at  Newmaikfi^t.  «'  SeU  thee.  Old  Jack, 
d— nmeiflda!-r  Come,  here's  thy  morning 
mess  of  good  stuffy.  ;md  a  slice  of  brave  brown 
bread  sopped  in  it  —  the  ^If'^amg  feUow  to 
.what  I  have  takeii  myself,  you  villain  -^  there  — » 
off  with  it  my  boy." 

The  man  sportively  shook  the  ears  of  the  horses 
.while  he  held  the  bowl  to  its  head ;  then  c<»i- 
tinued  his  address -7-^'  -^bl  thee  dost  tove  a 
^drap.of  the  gobd  stufl^  Jack,   as  well  as  tfaey 
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may  it  d9  ||)^.  —  Come,,  ^spch  the  bottom^  for 
ihou  ha^jppay.a.  mile  ^•rf:2xtj  thyself  and  the 
fffaresi  'twixt^du^  and  dark  y^t;-^Hope  np  oflfence 
thoi^g^,  iSj^"/*  turning  to  ine ;  "  for  you  must 
kQow,  if  agentlieman,  in  a  civil  way,  hadasKed  me 
tp  gejlhiffl^.  any  fhitig  I  h^,.in  the  world  but 
old  Jai<;H  k^^y  i^P^ould  ^ave  b^n  quite  ^mother 
thing— >bufi  h^,  brionged  to -my  dear  dc^d  .boy 
jphnj  who^^liiCjij^sed  to, carry ewh«iJoha  ^oviW 
not  use  his  own  legs,  and  i^hp^  foyr  loye,  wsis 
call^  H&er  him,  and  would  follow  hint  up  and 
down  like  a  dog  7— and  befoi:e  John  was  taken 
from  me,  which  if  now  almost  eigl|t  years 
ago,  of  a  wasting  complaint^  Jack  here  would 
go  as  softly  aver  the  g]:ound,  as  if  he  knew  Joha 
was  sick  and  sore,  and,  for  that  matter,  I  bejieve 
he  did —and  they  grew  so  fond  of  one  another, 
that  Jack  would,  come  into  the  house  like  a 
<;ade  lamb,  or  a  kid,  or  a  kitten,  and  eat  and 
drink  with  us,  just  as  if  he  was  one  of  the 
family;  and,  to  be  sure,  so  he  was  for  that 
mauer— ?ja^d  thus  it  was^  th^tt  he  learned  to 
love  a  pot  of  ale  with  a  sop  in  it.  -*-  And  always 
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after  his  jorum,  he  would  walk,  trot,  or  gallop 
off  with  John  or  myself,  wares  and  all.— We 
are  in  the  turnery  way  you  must  know  —  and 
be  often  upon  the  loot  from  morning  to  night. 
-^Ah,  poor  Jacobus!  he  is  old  now,  and  cam* 
not  do  as  he  did ;  nor  do  I  put  him  to  it — for 
youth  is  youth,  and  age  is  age;  and  Td  just 
as  sobn  abuse  my  own  flesh  as  see  him  hurt*  -— 
So  here  we  will  set  off  together,  again  wonH  we, 
o^  Jack>  like  two  old  friends  as  we  are»  Good 
morning  to  you,  Sir.** 

I  could  have  given  poor  Jack  a  few  more 
pats  on  the  neck  with  pleasure,  and  Jack's  mas- 
ter my  hand  with  my  heart  in  it  I  But  I  own 
I  was  mischievous  enough  to  wish  the  latter  had 
been  present  when  poor  Jack  recdved  such 
brutal  treatment  from  the  jocky  Lord. 

Put  into  good  humour  by  this  little  casualty» 
which  had  more  charms  for  me  than  all  New- 
market ever  had  to  boast,  I  consoled  myself 
for  my  disappointment  as  to  the  purchase  of 
poor  Jack,  by  considering  he  had  already  a 
very  good  master ;  and  as  I  passed  from  New* 
market  to  Cambridge,  I  amused  myself  witli 
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throwing  the  reins  on  the  neck  of  my  Par- 
nassian poney^  in  drawing  out  the  poetical  ad- 
vertisement, with  which  I  will  conclude  my 
Letter. 


VOL.  II.  C  c 
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WANTED 


A  House  —  but  that  Master  and  Steed  may  agree, 
1*11  tell  you  what  sort  of  a  horse  be  must  be. 
The  steed  that  I  keep  must  not  fidget  nor  fret» 
Nor  tangle  nor  twist  like  a  fish  in  a  net ; 
For  a  Brute  of  this  kind,  whether  four  legg'd  or  two^ 
There's  nothing  but  lashing  and  slashing  will  do. 
Yet,  still  more  provoking,  in  house  or  in  stall. 
Is  the  dull,  headstrong  beast,  with  no  spirit  at  all : 
And,  far  worse  than  both,  is  the  animal  proud. 
Who  quarrels  with  all  that  he  meets  on  the  road  ; 
Who,  with  guile  in  his  heel,  and  a  spur  in  his  bead. 
Is  sulky  when  hungry,  and  saucy  wheD  fed  — 
Who  waits  but  occasion  to  play  you  a  trick  — 
And  e'en  while  you  coax  him,  will  lear,  bite,  or  kick. 

A  horse  and  a  friend  I  would  chuse  on  one  plan. 
For  the  horse  is  a  being  ih  friendship  with  man  ; 
And  since,  for  my  pleasure,  his  back  I  bestride, 
Vd  prove,  in  return,  his  protector  and  guide. 
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&ut»  to  give  him  a  claim  to  my  kindness  and  care, 

Vou'II  allow  tliat  his  qualities  ought  to  be  fair ; 

That  no  glaring  fault  in  his  figure  be  seen, 

That  his  movements  be  gentle,  and  gentle  his  mien. 

For  sometimes  a  frolic,  and  sometimes  a  slip, 

—  I   tide   not  with  spurs  —  and  I'll   not  tisc  the 

whip; 
foot  fool,  if  at  work  or  at  play,  he  don't  tumble, 
I'll  not  be  too  hard,  but  compound  for  a  stumble. . 
Alas !  in  the  rough  road  of  life  we  all  know. 
As  well  the  fast  movers  as  those  that  jog  slow. 
They  that  run  against  time,  or  run  not  at  al!^ 
Will  confoundedly  trip,  and  now  and  then  fall ; 
And  if  they're  thrown  down,   or  by  chance  or  hard 

riding, 
There's  a  something  may  teach  us  to  temper  otir  chid- 
ing; 
'Tis  callM  Fellow- Fieltng^  and  mortals  full  well. 
To  man  and  to  beast,  its  grand  uses  can  tell ; 
iFor,  whatever  their  movements,  or  talents,  or  graces. 
As  they  travel  along,  they  might  all  mend  their  paces. 

But,  above  all  the  rest,  there's  a  matter  behind. 
Which,  if  a  horse  wants^  he's  no  horse  to  my  mind. 
Though  his  journeys  be  long,  it  is  ordered  by  fate. 
That  the  Steed  who  bears  me,  will  bear  a  light  weight. 
C  C  2 


Digitized 


by  Google 


388  GLEANINGS  IN  ENGLAND. 

First,  Vm  one  of  those  creatures  that  live  upon  air, 
Which,  tho'  good  for  the  Bard,  for  the  horse  is  but 

spare ;    , 
And,  next,  I'm  a  Gleaner,  whose  pickings  are  slight, 
Tho'  both  trades  must  prove,   that  my  horse  will  go 

light : 
The  Quality,  then,  which  my  steed  must  not  want, 
Is  that  fine  thing  named  Patience  when  pasture  is  scant ; 
He  must  learn  of  his  master,  on  each  meagre  day. 
To  skrp^  when  he  cannot  get  corn,  grass,  or  hay. 
For  tho*  af/er  dinner  I  like  a  nap  best, 
*Tis  at  all  times  a  very  great  comfort  to  rest : 
Some  say  that  we  can't  have  too  much  of  what's  good. 
And  others  assert,  that  sleep's  better  than  food  ; 
And  if,  like  the  poets,  their  horses  should  dream, 
While  the   first  eat,    in   garrets,  their .  custards  and 

cream, 
The  last,  tho*  in  stall,  like  the  bare  cliffs  of  Dover, 
May  fancy  they're  up  to  the  middle  in  clover. 
With  a  friend  that  can  compromise  thus  with  affairs. 
That  can  live  as  I  live,  and  not  give  himself  airs. 
Take  the  smile  and  the  frown  of  this  mix'd  world  to- 

geilier. 
Its  rough  and  its  smooth,  its  wind  and  its  weather. 
With  a  steed  thus  conditicn'd,  and  fit  for  the  road, 
I'll  do  all  I  can  still  to  lighten  his  load ; 
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While  I  Stooped  with  the  Gleaner,  or  walk'd  with  the 

Muse, 
I'd  not  the  soft  balm  of  a  slumber  refuse, 
Nor  yet  the  fresh  herbage  that  wantonly  sprung 
By  the  gate  or  hedge-side,  where  his  bridle  I  hung ; 
And,  tho'  scant  the  rewards  of  my  song  and  my  care. 
My  faithful  companion  should  still  have  his  share : 
And  in  winter's  hard  day,  when  the  hedge  is  all  thorn, 
I'd  divide,  for  our  comfort,  my  last  ear  of  corn. 
If  a  man  can  be  found,  sueh  a  friend  who  will  sell, 
I  will  buy  if  I  can,  when  the  price  the  shall  tell. 
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That  you  may  not  leave  Newmarket  uiuc-* 
quainted  with  the  few  town  lions  that  are  placed 
amongst  the  many  h^s^s^  and  that  m^y  be 
worth  your  uodce;  and  also,  to  spare  you  the  trou* 
ble  of  looldng  into  other  books  for  tnforma- 
tiosj  I  will  add  the  best  account  I  cw  send  yoa 
of  these  matters^ 

About  two  miles  west  of  the  town  is  the 
Devirs-dyke,  by  the  vulgar  so  called,  who  rean 
dily  ascribe  to  him  what  they  cannot  rationally 
account  fon  It  is  also  called  Reche-dyke,  from 
a  little  market-town  at  the  beginning  of  it^ 
From  Reche  it  crosses  the  heath  near  to  Stick- 
worth.  It  was  formerly  the  boundary  between 
the  East- Angles  and  the  Mercians ;  and  is  now 
the  boundary  between  the  bishopricks  of  Nor-r 
wich  and  Ely.  It  is  uncertain  who  was  the 
founder  of  so  great  a  work ;  some  ascribe  it  to 
King  Canute,  but  that  cannot  be  true;  for 
Abbo,  who  mentions  it,  died  before  Canute 
began  his  reign :  besides,  the  purpose  for  which 
he  is  said  to  have  done  it,,  was  far  from  bein^ 
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equivalent  to  the  expence  of  such  a  work,  viz. 
as  a  mark  beyond  which  the  King's  •purveyors 
were  not  to  come  towards  Bury.  It  is  most 
probable,  ic  was  cast  up  in  the  reign  of  King 
Edmund  ;  for  Matthew  Florilegus  declares,  that 
the  battle  against  Ethel  wolf  was  fought  between 
St.  Edmund's  two  ditches.  The  other  ditch  is 
about  five  miles  farther  towards  Cambridge, 
now  called  Seven-mile-dyke ;  formerly  Fleam- 
dyke. 

Newmarket  is  a  thorough-fare  town,  con- 
sisting chiefly  of  one  long  street,  so  situated, 
that  the  north  side  of  the  street  is  in  Suffolk, 
and  the  south  side  in  Cambridgeshire.  There 
are  two  churches,  St,  Mary's  in  Suffolk,  and 
All-Saints  in  Cambridgeshire.  His  Majesty  has 
a  house  here  for  his  residence  during  the  races, 
which  was  built  by  King  Charles  II ;  and  there 
are  many  neat  modern  houses,  built  by  noble- 
men and  gentlemen;  and  several  good  inns, 
where,  though  the  use  of  figures  is  pretty  well 
understood,  the  accommodations,  in  general,  are 
excellent ;  and  they,  who  on  a  plan  of  cecono- 
piy,  or  in  expectation  of  better  entertainment, 
c  c  4 
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go  sixteen  miles  further  towards  London,  rather 
than  stop  here,  will  be  much  disappointed." 

P.  S.  —  You  may  judge,  by  the  subsequent 
advertisement,  which  I  glean  for  you  in  one  of 
our  English  authors,  how  careful  and  curious 
the  Gentlemen  of  the  Turf  are  of  the  descent 
and  achievements  even  of  the  personages  who 
ride  the  blood-horses  of  England. 

An  able  **  jockey"  advertises  himself,  "  to  be 

fit  to  start  for  Match,  Sweepstakes,   or  King's 

Plate  J  well-sized ;  can  mount  twelve  stone^  or 

strip  to  a  feather ;  is  sound  wind  and  limb^  and 

free  from  blemishes.     He  was  got  by  Yorkshire 

Tom,  out  of  a  full  sister  to  Deptford  Nan ;  his 

dapi  was  got  by  the  noted  Matchim  Tims ;  Ks 

grandam  -was  the  German  Princess ;   and  bis 

great-grandam  was  daughter  to  Flanders  MolL 

His   sire  won  the  King's  Plate   at  York  and 

Hambleton,  the  Lady's  Subscription  Purse  at 

Notti;)gham,  the  Give-and-take  at  Lincoln,  and 

the  Swqeps takes  at  Newmarket.     His  grandsire 

beat  Dick^  Rogers  at  Epsom  and  Burford,  and 

Patrick  M*Cullum  over  the  Curragh  of  Kildarc. 
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His  great-grandsire,  and  great-great-grandsire 
rode  for  King  Charles  IL  and  so  noble  is  the 
blood  which  Sows  in  this  jockey's  veins,  that 
none  of  Ijis  family  were  ever  distanced,  stood 
above  five  feet  five,  or  weighed  more  than  twelve 


stone." 


Descanting  on  the  importance  of  this  lofty 
art  of  driving  one  beast  against  another,  and  of 
the  proximity  of  Newmarket  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Cambridge,  one  of  our  moralists  takes 
occasion  to  lament,  the  narrow  plan  of  edu- 
cation at  that  celebrated  Seminary,  and  tells  us, 
he  always ,  observes  with  pleasure  any  attempts 
to  enlarge  or  improve  it.  In  this  light,  he  looks 
on  Newmarket,  as  a  judicious  supplement  to  the 
University ;  and  would  recommend  it  to  the 
young  students  to  repair  duly  thither  twice  a 
year.  By  these  means,  (he  thinks)  they  may 
connect  the  knowledge  of  polite  life  with  study, 
and  come  from  college  as  deeply  versed  in  the 
genteel  mysteries  of  Gaming,  as  in  Greek,  .La- . 
tin,  and  th^  Mathematics.  Attending  these  so- 
lemnities must,  no  dnubt,  be  of  great  service  to 
€very  rank  of  students.  .  Those  who  are  in- 
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tended  for  the  Church,  have  an  opportunity  of 
tempering  the  severity  of  their  character  by  ai| 
happy  mixture  of  the  jockey  and  the  clergyman. 
It  is  certain  that  several,  who,  by  uniting 
thede  opposite  qualifications,  and  meeting  with  a 
patron  of  their  own  disposition,  have  rode  them^ 
selves  into  a  living  in  a  good  sporting  country  ; 
and,  if  the  excursions  of  gownsmen  to  Newmarket 
meet  with  the  encouragement  they  deserve,  we 
may  shortly  see  the  Beacon  Cout-se  crowded 
with  ordained  sportsmen  in  short  cassocks: 
as  to  the  fellow-commoner  J,  says  the  proposer  of 
this  new  plan  of  culture,  they  can  pass  their 
time  more  profitably.  The  sole  intention  of 
their  residence  at  the  university  is,  with  mo$t 
of  them,  to  while  away  a  couple  of  years,  which 
they  cannot  conveniently  dispose  of  otherwise* 
Their  rank  exempts  them  from  the  common 
drudgery  of  lectures  and  exercises;  and  the 
golden  tuft  that  adorns  their  velvet  caps,  is  at 
once  a  badge  of  honour  and  an  apology  fpr 
ignorance.  But  as  some  of  these  gentlemen, 
though  they  never  will  be  scholars,  may  torn 
out  excellent  jockeys,  it  is  but  Justice  to   let 
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ibtm  carry  some  kind  knowledge  away  with  them; 
and  as  they  can  never  shine  as  adepts  in  Sir 
Isaac  Newton's  philosophy,  or  critics  on  Homer 
and  Virgil,  we  should  suffer  them  to  make  a 
^  figure  as  arbiters  of  the  course,  and  followers 
of  Aaron  and  Driver. 

In  this  view  jockeyship  and  horse-racing  may 
be  looked  upon  as  diversions  peculiarly  adapted 
to  an  university,  being  founded  on  classical  prin« 
ciples.  Every  author  who  has  mentioned  the 
ancient  games,  includes  the  race,  and  describes 
it  with  great  dignity.  This  game  was  always 
celebrated  with  great  pomp,  and  all  the  people  of 
fashion  of  those  days  were  at  it :  in  the  twenty«r 
third  Iliad,  in  particular,  there  is  not  only  a 
dispute  at  the  race,  but  a  bet  proposed  in  as  ex^ 
press  terms  as  at  Newmarket.  The  wager  of- 
fered, indeed,  is  a  goblet,  which  is  not  entirely 
in  the  manner  of  our  modern  sportsmen,  who 
rather  chuse  to  melt  down  their  plate  into  the 
current  specie,  and  bring  their  side-boards  to 
the  course  in  their  purses.  I  am  aware,  also, 
that  the  races  celebrated  by  the  ancients  were 
phariot-raccs ;  but  even  in  these  our  younjg  stu- 
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dents  of  the  university  have  great  emulation  to 
excel ;  there  are  among  them  many  very  good 
coachmen,  who  often  make  excursions  in  those 
noble  Yehicles,  with  great  propriety,  called p/jae- 
ions,  and  drive  with  as  much  fury  along  the 
road,  as  the  charioteers  in  the  ancient  games 
flew  towards  the  goal.  In  a  word,  if  we  have  not 
such  noble  odes  on  this  occasion  as  were  pro- 
duced of  old,  it  is  not  for  want  of  a  Theron  but 
a  Pindar. 

"  It  might  easily  be  proved"  says  the  Moralist, 
**  that  the  races  at  Newmarket  have  had  a  very 
beneficial  influence  on  the  university.  It  has  not 
only  improved  the  behaviour  of  the  students,  but 
enlarged  their  plan  of  study.  They  arc  now  very 
deeply  read  in  Bracken's  Farriery  and  the  Com- 
plete Jockey;  know  exactly  how  many  stone  they 
weigh,  and  are  pretty  competent  judges  of  the 
odds.  I  went  some  time  ago,**  continues  he, 
*^  to  visit  a  fcHow-commoner,  and  when  I  ar- 
rived at  his  chambers,  found  the  door  open  but 
my  friend  was  not  at  home.  The  room  was 
adorned  with  Seymour's  prints  of  horses,  neatly 
framed  and  glazed :  a  hat  and  whip  hung  oa 
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one  hook)  a  pair  of  boots  on  another,  and  on 
the  table  lay  a  formidable  quarto,  with  the 
Sportsman's  Calendar,  by  Reginald  Heber  Esq. 
I  had  the  curiosity  to  examine  the  book ;  and, 
as  the  college  is  remarkable  for  the  study  of 
philosophy,  I  expected  to  see  Newton's  Prin- 
cipia,  or,  perhaps,  Saunderson's  Algebra ;  but, 
on  opening  it,  this  huge  volume  proved  to  be  a 
pompous  edition  of  Gibson's  Treatise  on  the 
Diseases  of  Horses." 

"  These,  indeed,  are  noble  studies,  will  pre- 
serve our  youth  from  pedantry,  and  make  them 
men  of  the  world.  Men  of  genius,  who  are 
pleased  with  the  theory  of  any  art,  will  not  be 
contented  till  they  arrive  at  the  practice.  It  is 
wellTcnown  that  the  young  gentlemen  often  try 
the  speed  of  the  Cambridge  Nags  on  the  Beacon 
Course ;  and  that  several  hacks  are  at  present 
in  training.  It  is  matter  of  wonder  that  the 
gentlemen  who  form  the  club  at  Newmarket 
never  reflected  on  their  neighbourhood  to  Cam- 
bridge, nor  established  (in  honour  of  it)  an 
University  Plate,  to  be  run  for  by  Cambridge 
hacks,  and  rode  by  young  gentlemen  of  the  uni- 
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versity.  An  hint  of  this  kind  will  certainly  bd 
sufficient  to  have  so  laudable  a  design  put  in 
practice  the  very  next  meeting ;  and  one  can- 
not help  reflecting  on  this  occasion,,  what  an 
unspeakable  satisfaction  it  must  be  to  those  per- 
sons of  quality,  who  are  constantly  at  New- 
market,  to  see  their  sons  cherish  the  same  noble 
principles  with  themselves,  and  act  in  imitation 
of  their  example.'* 

•n*  At  the  close  of  these  great  and  glorious 
Equestrian  Anecdotes,  I  will  make  room  for  a 
far  less  dashing  circumstance,  which  some  might 
deem  ill-placed,  under  the  feet  of  these  mighty 
horses  and  horsemen ;  who  will,  no  doubt,  snort 
at,  and  trample  upon,  such  humble  facts  as  I 
am  about  to  record.  Spirits,  however,  there 
are,  which,  not  only  will  forgive  me,  but,  weigh*^ 
ing  in  a  different  scale  the  actions  both  of  men 
and  brutes,  will  balance  one  fact  against  ano- 
ther, and  judge  accordingly* 

We  have  to  boast  of  a  second  Howard,  my 
Friend,  not  inferior  to  the  first,  as  to  being 
merciful  to  his  beast :  An  English  Baronet,  and, 
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thank  Heaven,  he  is  still  alive,  (Sir  Richard  Hill 
of  Hawkestone),  cannot,  indeed,  vie  with  the 
high-toned  jockies  above-mentioned,  who  make 
money  and  sport  by  running  and  bleeding  a 
poor  animal  to  death ;  but,  he  can  and  does 
often  repair  the  ruins,  heal  the  bruises,  and  bind 
up  the  wounds  of  such  as  fashion  or  avarice, 
poverty  or  age,  have  brought  low.  For  hapless 
and  helpless  steeds,  under  these  circumstances, 
he  has  a  warm  shed,  and  a  rich  pasture.  Nor 
is  this  sweet  pity  exercised  in  favour  of  his  own 
steeds.  He  purchases  the  way-worn,  and  the 
infirm,  wherever  he  finds  them ;  he  rescues 
them  from  the  labour  to  whiqh  they  would  be 
no  longer  equal,  and  be  gives  them  the  repose 
which  age,  misfortune,  and  honest  servitude  de« 
serves  on  the  purest  prmciples  of  compassion. 

A  similar  plan  of  benevolence  is  adopted  bj 
the  Honourable  Henry  Erskine,  leading  Advo- 
cate of  the  Scotch  Bar,  as  his  brother  is  of  the 
English. 
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LETTER    XXIX. 


Camhridgei  October. 

VVe  are  now  returned,  by  the  circuit- 
ous route  proposed,  to  one  of  our  grand  semi-' . 
naries  of  British  education  —  where  it  will  not 
be  sufficient,  to  a  i  mind  such  as  yours,  to  stop» 
like  mere  passengers  who  refresh  themselves  and 
their  horses,  to  run  the  common  routine  of  the 
colleges,  under  guidance  of  historians  who  feel 
as  much  as  the  wand  with  which  they  point 
out  the  curiosities,  then  perambulate  the  streets^ 
and  having  seen  the  lions  of  one  town,  %et  off 
to  stare  at  the  lions  of  another.  You  will  survey 
this  truly  interesting  place,  and  its  sister  un 
versity,  and  "  all  that  they  inherit,"  with  the 
eye  of  a  moralist,  a  philosopher,  and  a  lover  of 
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inankind.  The  names  of  those  who  have  httA 
led  by  science  to  figure  iHustriously  in  either  of 
the  characters  just  mentioned -i— the  just  pride 
of  our  nation,  the  admiration  of  Europe  —  our 
Lockes,  Newtons,  Boyles,  Miltons,  with  our 
most  renowned  Poets  and  Civilians,  aild  of  va- 
rious other  persons  who  have  done  honour  to 
their  respective  places  of  education,  and  enlight- 
ened human  society  —  these  will  be  welcome ; 
and  an  account,  as  well  as  sight  of  the  particu* 
lar  colleges  wherein  they  acquired  that  illumi- 
nation, will  delight,  not  only  your  corporeal^ 
but  mental  eye.  From  a  view  of  the  places 
themselves,  personally,  you  will  derive  a  variety 
of  apt  reflections  from  the  stores  of  your  own 
tich  mind. 

In  the  mean  time,  an  unexpected  and  imme- 
diate occasion  presents  itself  to  offer  you,  not 
only  a  particular  description  of  the  external  parts 
of  this  great  national  institution,  but  some  ad- 
mirable  strictures  on  the  general  good  derived 
to  the  British  Empire ;  and,  collaterally,  to  the 
temotest  civilized  countries  from  this  Nurse  of 
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Wisdom  and  Genius,  in  despite  of  the  vices  of 
some  and  the  follies  of  many  of  its  sons. 

An  ingenious  Friend,  to  whom  the  British 
public  in  general,  and  the  youthful  part  of  it  ia 
particular,  are  indebted  for  some  of  the  mo^ 
approved  and  valuable  auxiliaries  to  Science, 
has  lately  favoured  me  with  a  letter,  containing 
the  strictures  above  alluded  to.  It  includes  all 
J  could  even  wish  to  have  said  on  the  subject ; 
and  I  shall  give  them  you  without  further  com- 
ment,  except  to  hope  you  will  admit  the  honest 
pleasure  of  confessing  myself  too  proud  of  a 
wise  and  good  mau^s  praise,  to  eraze  a  few  kind, 
though  too  partial  expressions,  which  are  ap- 
plied to  your  correspondent. 
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"  While  you,  my  dear  Friend,  have  been 
gleaning  on  the  banks  of  the  Granta,  and  sur«* 
veying,  with  an  enthusiasm  which  your  genius 
and  disposition  so  well  qualifies  you  to  feel  and 
to  enjoy,  the  splendid  monuments  of  piety  and 
learning  in  Cambridge ;  it  has  been  my  fortune 
to  be  making  a  tour  of  the  sister  university. 
Had  I  been  happy  enough  to  be  favoured  with 
your  company,  when  I  was  describing  the  exter-* 
nals  of  either,  I  might,  perhaps,  have  caught  a 
portion  of  that  animating  spirit  which  you  con- 
stantly throw  over  objects,  whether  magnificent 
or  humble :  I  might,  perhaps,  have  given  the 
charm  of  novelty  to  my  design ;  and,  instead  of 
dates,  catalogues,  and  descriptipns  of  buildings 
and  their  appendages,  have  furnished  my  read- 
ers with  features  of  the  heart  and  views  of  life 
and  manners,  as  influenced  by  institutions  and 
situations.  In  that  case,  however,  our  plans 
might  have  interfered  j  and  I  should  certainly 
have  deviated  from  the  intention  of  mine,  with* 
out  reaching  the  merit  of  yours. 
D  D  a 
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<•  Still  I  hope  we  shall  meet  at  Oxford  neitt 
autumn;  and  though  that  seat  of  the  Muses 
may  not  happen  to  suit  you  as  a  gleaning  sta* 
tion  on  this  occasion,  I  am  sure  you  will  not 
survey  it  with  indifference ;  nor  do  I  think  in 
your  estimation  it  will  lose  any  thing  by  com- 
parison with  the  academic  groves,  in  which  you 
tell  me  you  arc  now  ranging.  ' 

^'  The  mind,  indeed,  that  cannot  elevate  its 
conceptions  of  the  importance  of  our  universi- 
ties  to  a  higher  pitch  than  to  descant  on  their 
rival  antiquity  J  splendour,  riches,  and  beauty, 
is  but  ill  qualified  to  comprehend  their  grand 
design,  or  to  appreciate  their  exalted  worth.  I 
have  long  wished  to  throw  out  a  few  desultory 
thoughts  on  these  interesting  topics ;  and  what 
I  now  offer,  may  be  considered  as  supplemental 
to  my  brief  account  of  "  the  two  eyes  of  Eng- 
land," as  they  have  beea  emphatically  called. 
Should  this,  of  which  I  now  send  you  the  unfinish- 
ed parts,  be  deemed  worthy  oi  your  gleanings 
I  am  sure  it  will  appear  to  more  advantage  in 
your  page  than  in  my  own }  and  you  have  my 
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free  permission  to  borrow  by  the  single  stalk  or 
the  foil  sheaf. 

**  It  cannot,  my  dear  Friend,  have  escaped  a 
person  of  your  observation,  that  whether  we 
regard  Oxford  and  Cambridge  in  a  religious, 
moral,  or  political  light,  they  become  equally 
the  objects  of  veneration  and  respect.     It  is  im- 
possible  to  view,  either  with  a  philosophic  eye 
in  its  origin  and  design,  or  to  contemplate  the 
obvious  and  certain  ccmsequences  resulting^  from 
our  youth  devoting  some  of  their  early  years  to 
study  in  one  or  the  other,  without  feeKng  the 
best  emotions  of  the  human  heart  excited ;  and 
participating  in  those  sublime  sentiments  which 
must  have  inspired  a  long  succession  of  pious, 
noble,  and  princely  founders  and  beneBictors. 
It  may  be  the  fashion  of  modem  philosophy  to 
throw  ridicule  on  privileged  orders,  and  to  con- 
tenm  colleges  as  the  abodes  of  monks  and  drones 
—  to  envy  the  revenues  that  support  them  —  to 
wish  to  level  those  stately  fabrics,  raised  by  ancient 
munificence,  to  the  ground,  or  to  convert  them 
to  the  most  ignoble  purposes ;  —  all  this  is  con- 
eistent  with  the  principles  and  views  of  innova- 
P  D  3 
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tors  and  atheists  *,  but  I  am  conscious,  my  Friend, 
that  we  regard  them  in  a  far  different  light ;  and 
see  in  them  all  that  can  give  efficacy  to  pure 
religion  ^ — all  that  can  render  our  constitution 
permanent  — *  all  that  can  bind  society  in  its 
sweetest  bonds,  and  render  man  a  blessing  to 
man. 

**  What  a  noble  emulation  must  it  kindle  in  the 
bosoms  of  ingenuous   and   cultivated  youths^ 
when  the  academic  monuments  raised  to  learn- 
ing and  talents  first  salute  their  view,  and  they 
reflect  on  the  facilities  offered  for  themselves 
also^  to  become  illustrious*    The  buildings^  the 
pictures,  the  statues,    the  inscriptions,  are  all 
eminently  calculated  to  rouse  the  most  torpid 
bosoms,  and  to  warm  them  with  a  love  of  gene- 
rous £une }  and  what,  then,  must  be  the  effects 
of  such  an  assemblage  of  ftimating  and  at- 
tractive   objects    on    hearts    of   susceptibility  I 
Yes,  my  Friend,  the  fancy  that  will  not  tak« 
fire,  even  at  the  description  of  the  grove  where 
Plato  taught,  or  the  portico  where  SocsiATBt 
philosophized,  possesses  none  of  the  finer  tints 
of  nund  i  and  how  much  stronger  must  be  the 
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impression^  that  is  stamped  by  scenes  not  less 
grand  and  elevating,  which  daily  solicit  :<tten* 
don  and  regard 

^'  But,  though  the  expansion  of  mind  which 
the  bare  sight  of  our   universities  must   cre« 
ate,    is  |>roductive  of  very  important   effects, 
both  on  the  individual  and  society,  far  more 
eublicne  are  the  consequences  which  spring  froqi 
a  residence  in  them,  and  an  intimate  connection 
with  them.     Excellent  as  the  course  of  educa* 
cion  prescribed  undoubtedly  is^  and  great  as  the 
advantages  which  oral  communication  and  pqb* 
lick  libraries  afford,  for  improvement,  less,  in  my 
opinion,  is  generally  produced  by  the  greatest 
profkiency  in  literature  than  by  accidental  causes, 
arising  irom  the  habits,   the  intercourses,  the 
friendships,  the  associations  which  are  contracted 
and  cemented  among  the  studoits,  and  which 
extend  far  beyond  the  narrow  limits  that  gavf 
them  birth. 

*^  By  the  uniformity  and  r^ulsuity  of  pubUc 

worship,  early  impressions  are  given  of  genuine 

piety,  and  the  best  foundation  is  laid  for,  the 

practice  an^  dissemination  of  pure  reli^n.    By 
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the  sentiments  of  allegiance,  and  a  love  of  th# 
constitution,  which  are  here  fostered  and  con«r 
firmed,  a  generous  phalanx  is  formed  of  loyal 
and  patriotic  spirits,  which,  on  every  emergency, 
will  be  found  the  best  isecurity  of  regal  power, 
and  the  surest  defence  of  the  people's  rights* 
By  the  principles  of  honour  which  actuate  a 
majority  of  the  body,  the  youthful  bosom  is 
taught  to  spurn  at  mean  and  ignoble  deeds  j 
while  the  love  of  glory  that  warms  some  exalted 
minds,  imparts  to  others  naturally  less  fervid, 
a  degree  of  animation  which  they  would  never 
have  felt,  withopt  the  force  of  example  and 
contact* 

*^  In  a  word,  the  two  universities  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  nursery  of  all  that  is  good  or 
great  in  this  country ;  of  all  that  is  hcmourable 
in  public,  or  estimable  in  private  life.  They 
^re  erected  as  garrisons,  under  lejiders  of  esta- 
blished credit,  where  discipline  is  vigilantly 
maintained,  and  the  recruits  are  trained  up  to 
the  exercise  of  the  various  functions  qf  duty, 
according  to  their  views  and  destinations.  Tq 
govern  t^e  state  by  their  wisdom }  to  delt^^ 
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their  country  by  the  prowess  of  their  arm  j  to  , 
support  religion,  by  precepts  and  example  j  10 
embellish  society  by  arts  and  sciences ;  to  diffuse 
a  charm  over  social  lifp,  by  the  mild  virtues  of 
a  cultivated  hearty  are  among  the  attainments 
here  acquired,  and  form  the  prominent  pursuits 
of  the  students.  After  being  qualified  to  dis- 
charge such  important  duties,  they  disperse 
over  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  others 
take  their  place  in  endless  succession }  while 
the  tie  of  early  friendship  binds  the  members  for 
life,  however  widely  they  may  be  spread ;  and 
the  principles  with  which  their  minds  were  im» 
bued,  operate,  unspent,  to  the  last. 

*'  Appointed  according  to  their  various  merits, 
or  the  opportunities  they  possess  of  having  them 
called  into  action— each  exerts  his  influence  with^ 
in  certain  limits,  and  may  be  considered  as  the 
commander  of  a  district.  By  means  of  superior 
abilities^or  more  extensive  knowledge,  hegives  the 
tone,  in  some  measure,  to  the  sentiments  of  the  cir« 
cle  in  which  he  moves  —  regulates  the  absurd  opi- 
nions of  folly,  and  opens  the  eyes  of  ignorance  -r- 
(:haces  aw^y  ih^  mi$ts  pf  error,  and  confirms 
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the  decisions  of  truth.     He  constantly  looks  up 
to  the  place  of  his  education  for  a  solution  of 
any  difficulty  that  may  occur  to  his  own  mind  ; 
while  those  under  his  cognizance  and  influence 
look  up  to  him  in  their  turn.     By  this  constant 
action  and  readion,  this  reciprocation  of  dutj 
and  respect^  the  bands  of  society  are  strength- 
ened, and  all  its  energies  are  displayed.    The 
effect^  indeed,  is  visibly  seen,  though  the  cause  too 
often  escapes  vulgar  eyes.    Dissipate  the  revenues 
of  the  universities,  or  confiscate  them,  as  some 
have  advised,  even  multiply  college^  in  differ* 
ent  places,   and  the  most  alarming  and  fatal 
consequences  would  ensue.    The  grand  unioa 
would  be  soon  dissolved,  the  flame  of  religion 
would  be  damped  by  schisms,  and  the  glow  of 
patrbtism  cooled  by  visionary  and  discordant 
refinements.      In   short,    the    social   compact 
would  soon  be  broken,  and  the  sweetest  coa- 
nections  of  honourable  and  extensive  friend- 
ships would  be  unlinked.     Chaos  would  come 
again ;  and  discord,  and  faction^  and  ignorance, 
and  error  would  usurp  the  place  which  is  now 
filled  by  their  opposite  and  amiable  qualities. 
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<'  Iq  this  view,  my  Friend,  I  consider  the  two 
universities.  With  no  partial  aim  have  I  touched 
thiSv  interesting  subject ;  and  my  sentiments,  I 
hope,  will  coincide  with  yours.  I  dwell  not 
on  defects^  where  beauties  are  so  numerous* 
I  have  no  ntalignant  joy  in  discovering  errors 
where  the  general  merits  are  so  great.  To 
others,  I  leave  the  invidious  task  of  enlarging 
on  blemishes  in  the  best  establishments }  be  it 
our  care  to  mend  what  is  amiss  in  ourselves, 
and  to  give  full  credit  for  what  is  praise-worthy 
in  others,  without  too  nice  a  scrutiny  into 
motives  and  actions.  Perfection  is  not  the  at* 
tribute  of  man,  nor  of  any  of  his  works.  If 
the  general  tenor  is  good,  it  is  all  that  humanity 
can  perform,  and  all  that  the  wise  will  expect. 

W.  M. 

•*  P.  S.  —  Though  not  necessarily  connected 
with  the  preceding  reflections,  I'  wish  also  to 
give  my  opinion  on  the  best  mode  of  prose- 
cuting grammatical  learning;  and  I  advance  it 
with  all  due  deference  to  the  sentiments  of 
others. 
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**  The  question  respecting  the  elegibih'ty  of  a 
public  or  private  education  for  boys  has  been 
much  agitated,  and  names  of  great  eminence  are 
enlisted  on  both  sides.  It  does  not  seem,  how- 
ever, to  admit  of  a  general  solution ;  but  may 
be  right  or  wrong,  according  to  the  end  pro- 
posed. 

^^  In  regard  to  boys  intended  for  the  professions « 
dr  a  public  life,  there  can  be  no  comparison  of 
advantages :  a  public  education  is  undoubtedly 
belt  {  but  a  private  one  is  certainly  best  adapted 
for  yoxith  in  the  humbler  walks  of  trade  and 
business.  It  tends  to  check  ambition  and  ex- 
travagance, and  to  give  ideas  consonant  to  that 
moderate  sphere  in  which  ,by  far  the  greater 
part  of  mankind  are  doomed. to  move.  Take  a 
boy  from  a  public  school,  and  place  him  behind 
a  counter,  he  will  feel  himself  degraded.  At 
the  university,  or  in  a  public  office^  he  knows 
himself  to  be  in  his  element,*' 

J/cvemkr  I. 
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A  venerable  prelatej  whose  taste  and  erudition 
must  reflect  honour  on  the  society  in  which  they 
were  formed,  has  drawn  a  very  interesting  pic- 
ture of  his  academical  life. 

**  I  was  educated,**  says  Bishop  Lowth,  "  in 
the  University  of  Oxford.  I  enjoyed 
all  the  advantages^  both  public  and  private, 
which  that  famous  seat  of  learning  so  largely 
affords.  I  spent  many  years  in  that  illustrious 
society,  in  a  well-regulated  course  of  useful  dis- 
cipline and  studies,  and  in  the  agreeable  and  im- 
proving commerce  of  gentlemen  and  of  scholars ; 
in  a  society  where  emulation  without  envy, 
ambition  without  jealousy,  contention  without 
animosity,  incited  industry,  and  awakened  genius ; 
where  a  liberal  pursuit .  of  knowledge,  and  a 
genuine  freedom  of  thought,  was  raised,  en- 
couraged, and  pushed  forward  by  example,  by 
commendation,  and  by  authority.  I  breathed 
the  same  atmosphere  that  the  Hook£rs,  the 
Chilling  WORTHS,  and  the  Lockes,  had 
breathed  before;  whose  benevolence  and  hu- 
manity were  as  extensive  as  their  vast  genius 
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md  comprehensive  knowledge;  who  always 
treated  their  adverjaries  with  civility  and  re- 
spect; who  made  candour^  moderation,  and 
liberal  judgement,  as  much  the  rule  and  law  as 
the  subject  of  their  discourse.  And  do  you 
reproach  me,  then,  with  my  education  in  this 
place,  and  with  my  relation  to  this  most  re- 
spectable body,  which  I  shall  always  esteem  my 
greatest  advantage,  and  my  highest  honour." 

It  is,  at  the  same  time,  not  a  little  curious, 
to  see  how  far  the  opinions  of  equally  en- 
lightened men~  differ  upon  the  same  subject. 
The  judgement  which  has  been  past  by  Mr. 
Gibbon  upon  universities  in  general,  and  that, 
in  particular,  idiich  the  late  amiable  and  learned 
Bishop  of  London  has  so  warmly  applauded, 
goes,  in  almost  every  feature  of  the  picture,  to 
form  a  contrast. 

**  A  traveller  who  visits  Oxford  or  Cam- 
bridge is  surprised  and  edified,''  observes  the 
Historian,  "  by  the  aj^arent  order  and  tran- 
quillity  that  prevail  in  the  seats  of  the  English 
muses.  In  the  most  celebrated  univestities  of 
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Holland,  Germany,  and  Italy,  the  students, 
who  swarm  from  different  countries,  are 
loosely  dispersed  in  private  lodgings  at  the 
houses  of  the  burghers :  they  dress  according 
to  their  fancy,  and  fortune ;  and  in  the  intem« 
perate  quarrels  of  youth  and  wine,  their  swords^ 
though  less  frequently  than  of  old,  are  some* 
times  stained  with  each  other's  blood.  Th« 
use  of  arms  is  banished  from  our  English  uni- 
versities; the  uniform  habits  of  the  academies,  the 
square  cap  and  black  gown,  is  adapted  to  the 
civil  and  even  clerical  profession }  and,  from  the 
doctor  in  divinity  to  the  under-graduate,  the 
degrees  of  learning  and  age  are  externally  di- 
stinguished. Instead  of  being  scattered  in  % 
town,  the  students  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
are  united  in  colleges;  their  maintenance  is 
providisd  at  their  own  cxpence,  or  that  of  the 
founders ;  and  the  stated  hours  of  the  haU 
and  chapel  represent  the  discipline  of  a  regular, 
and,  as  it  were,  a  religious  community.  The 
eyes  of  the  traveller  are  attracted  by  the  size 
or  beauty  of  the  public  edifices ;  and  the  prior 
dpal  college  appear  to  be  so  many  palaca^ 
which  a  liberal  nation  ha;  erected  and  endowed 
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for  the  habitation  of  Science,  The  expressiori 
of  gratitude  is  a  virtue  and  a  pleasure.  A 
liberal  mind  will  delight  to  cherish  and  cele- 
brate the  memory  of  its  parent;  and  the 
teachers  of  the  sciences  are  the  parents  of 
the  mind.  I  applaud  the  filial  piety  which  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  imitate ;  since  I  must 
not  confess  an  imaginary  debt,  to  assume  the 
merit  of  a  just  or  generous  retribution  to  the 
university  of  Oxford.  I  acknowledge  no  obli- 
gation ;  and  she  will  as  cheerfully  renounce 
me  for  a  son,  as  I  am  willing  to  disclaim  her 
for  a  mother.  I  spent  fourteen  months  at 
Magdalen  college.  They  proved  the  fourteen 
months  the  most  idle  and  unprofitable  of  my 
whole  life :  the  reader  will  pronoimce  between 
the  school  and  the  scholar ;  but  I  cannot  affect 
to  believe  that  nature  has  disqualified  me  for 
all  literary  pursuits. 

*'  Perhaps,  in  a  separate  annotation,  I  may 
coolly  examine  the  fabulous  and  real  antiqumea 
of  our  sister  universities ;  a  quesdon  which  has 
kindled  such  fierce  and  foolish  disputes  among 
their  fanatic  sons.    In  the  mean  whtle^  it  vHI 


Digitized 


by  Google 


6EEANINGS    IN    ENGLAND*  4^^^ 

be  acknotvledged,  that  these  venerable  bodies  arc 
sufficiently  old  to  partake  of  all  the  prejudiced 
;^d  infirmhies  of  age.     The  schools  of  Ox* 
ford  and  Cambridge  were  founded  in  a  dark  age 
of  false,  and  barbarous  iscience ;  and  they  are 
still  tainted  with  the  vices  of  their  origin.    Their, 
primitive  disqpline  waa  adapted  to  the  educa- 
tion of  priests  and  monks ;  and  the  government 
still  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  clergy,   an. 
order  of  men  whose  manners  are  remote  from 
the  present  world,  and  whose  eyes  are  dazzled 
by  t^e  light  of  philosophy.     The  legal  incorpo- 
ration of  these  societies  by  the  charters  of  Popes 
^nd  Kings  had  given  them  a  monopoly  of  the 
public  itistraction  j  and  the  spirit  of  monopo- 
Jifts  is  narrow,  lazy,  and  oppressive :  their  work 
is  more  costly,  and  less  productive,  than  that  of 
independent  artists ;  and  the  new  improvements^ 
so  eagerly  grasped  by  the  competition  of  free* 
dom,  are  admitted  with  slow  and  sullen  reluc* 
lance  in  those  proud  corporations,  above  the 
fear  of  a  rival,  and  below  the  confession  of  an 
error.    We  may  scarcely  hope  that  any  refor- 
inadon  will  be  a  voluntary  act ;  and  s^  deeply 
vol.  II,  •   E  K 
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are  they  rooted  in  law  and  prejudice,  that  cveil 
the  omnipotence  of  Parliament  would  shrink^ 
from  an  inquiry  into  the  state  and  abuses  of  the 
two  universities.  • 

•*  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  excepting 
our  own,  the  languages'  and  sciences  are  distri- 
buted amortg  a  numerous  list  of  effective  pro- 
fessors :  the  students,  according  to  their  taste^ 
their  calling,  and  their  diligence,  apply  them- 
selves to  the  proper  masters  J  and,  in  the  an- 
nual repetition  of  public  and  private  lectures, 
these  masters  are  assiduously  employed.  Our 
curiosity  may  inquire  what  number  of  f)rofessors 
his  been  instituted  at  Oxford  ?  (for  I  shall  now 
confine  myself  to  my  own  university) ;  by  whom 
ar6  they  appointed,  and  what  may  be  the  pro- 
bable chancer  of  merit  or  incapacity  ?  how  many 
are  stationed  to  the  three  faculties,  and  how 
many  are  left  for  the  liberal  arts  ;  what  is  the 
fcTrm,  and  what  the  substance,  of  their  lessons  ?' 
But  Siil  these  question^  are  silenced  by  one 
short  and  singular  answer,  *'  That  in  the  uni- 
versity of  Oxford,  the  greater  part  of  the  public 
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pTQhtsors  have,  fot  these  many  years,  giten  up 
altogether  even  the  pretence  of  teachliig, 

*'  The  Oxford  professors  ate  secure  ih  the 
fenjoyment  of  a  fixed  stipend,  ^thout  the  neces- 
sity of  labotir,  or  the  apprchensioii  of  coiitroul; 
it  has,  indeed,  been  observed,  nor  U  the  obser- 
vation absurd,  thit,  excepting  in  experimental 
sciences,  which  demand  a  costly  apparatus  and 
a  deiitcrous  hand,  the  many  vslluible  treatises, 
that  have  bfceii  published  on  every  subject  of 
learriihg,  may  now  supersede  the  ancient  mode 
of  oral  instruction.  Were  this  principle  true  irf 
its  Utmost  latitude,  I  should  only  infer  that  the 
offices  and  salaries,  M^hich  sire  beconde  useless, 
ought,  ^^ithout  delay,  to  -be  abolished.  But 
tliere?  Still  remains  a  material  difference  betweeil 
a  book  and  a  profession ;  the  Hour  of  the  lec- 
ture enforces  attendance  j  attcntiph  ii  fiied  by 
the  presence,  the  vdice,  and  the  occasional  ques- 
tions of  the  teacher;  the  most  idlri  will  carry 
Something  away  j  and  the  more  diligent  will' 
<!ompare  the  instructions  which  they  have  heard' 
in  the  school,  with  the  volumes  which  they 
peruse  in  their  chamber.     The  advice  of  a  skill- 
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ful  prbflessor  ivjll  adapt  a  -course  of  reading  tf^ 
every  miiid  and  every  situation ;  his  authority 
mUX  discover,  adnion'ub,  and  at  last  chastise  the 
negligence  of  his  disciples ;  and  his  vigilant  in- 
c^uiries  will  ascertain  the  steps  of  their  literary 
progress* 

"  Our  colleges  are  supposed  to  be  schools  of 
.  science,,  as  well  as  of  education ;  nor  is  it  un- 
reasonable to  expect  that  a  body  of  literary  men^ 
devoted  to  a  life  of  celibacy,  exempt  from  the 
<;are  of  their  own  subsistence,  and  amply  pro* 
"v^ded  with  books,  should  devote  their  bisure  to 
the  proseauion  of  study,  and  that  some  effects^ 
of  their  studies  should  be  manifested  to  the 
world,  ITie  shelves  of  their  library  groan  un- 
der tlie  weight  of  the  Benedictine  folios^  of  the 
editions  of  the  fathers,  and  the  coUecticxis  of 
the  middle  ages,  which  have  issued  from  the 
single  Abbey  of  St  Germain  de  Prcz  at  Pari$% 
A  com^sition  of  genius  must  be  the  o&pring^ 
of  one  mind ;  .but  such  works  of  industry,  as. 
may  be  divided  among  many  hands,  and/must 
be  continued  during  many  years,  are  the  pecu- 
liar province  of  a  laborious,  community.     If  1 
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enquire  into  the  manufactures  of  the  monks  of 
Magdalen,  if  I  extend  the  enquiry  to  the  other 
colleges  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  a  silent 
blush,  or  a  scornful  frown,  will  be  the  only 
reply.  The  fellows  or  monks  of  my  time  were 
idecent  ^asy  men,  who  supinely  enjoyed  the 
gifts  of  the  founder  :  their  days  were  filled  by  a 
series  of  uniform  employments^  the  chapel  and 
the  hall,  the  coffee-house  and  the  common  room, 
till  they  retired,  weary  and  well-satisfied,  to  a 
long  slumber.  From  the  toil  of  reading,  or 
thinking,  or  writing,  they  had  absolved  their 
conscience ;  and  the  first  shoots  of  learning  and 
ingenuity  withered  on  the  ground,  without  yield- 
ing any  fruits  to  the  owners  or  the  public.  As 
a  gentleman-commoner,  I  was  admitted  to  the 
^society  of  the  fellows, '  and  fondly  expected  that 
*some  questions  of  literature  would  be  amusing 
and  instructive  topics  of  their  discourse.  Their 
Conversation  stagnated  in  a  round  of  college 
business,  tory  politics,  personal  anecdotes,  and 
private  scandal:' their  dull  and  deep  potations 
excused  the  brisk  intemperance  of  youth.  The 
tx^tn^le  of  the  senior  fellows  could  not  inspire 
£  E  3 
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the  under-graduates  with  a  liberal  spirit  or  eta? 
diou$  emulation}  and  I  panno^  describe^  as  I 
never  knew,  the  disciplin(e  of  college. 

"  During  the  first  week?  I  constantly  attended 
these  lessons  in  my  tutor-s  room  j  but  as  they 
appeared  equally  devoid  of  profit  ^nd  plpasurc, 
I  was  once  tempted  to  t|7  the  experiment  of  a 
formal  apology.  The  apology  was  accepted 
with  a  smile,  I  repeated  the  offence  with  les$ 
f  eremony ;  the  excuse  was  admitted  with  the 
same  indulgence ;  the  slightest  motive  of  lazi- 
ness or  indisposition,  the  most  trifling  avocation 
at  home  or  abroad,  was  allowed  ^  a  worthy  im- 
pediment }  nor  did  my  tqtor  appear  conscious 
of  my  a|)sence  or  neglect.  Had  the  hour  of 
lecture  been  constantly  filled,  a  single  \iO}^T  was 
a  small  portion  of  my  academic  leisure.  No 
plan  of  study  was  recommended  for  my  use  ; 
no  exercises  were  prescribed  foy  his  inspeption  j 
and,  at  the  ptiost  precious  season  qf  youth^  whole 
^ays  and  weeks  were  suffered  to  elapse  wit^iout 
labour  or  ainusemept,  without  advice  Qr  ag;- 

C0U|lt/^  ,  * 

The  pleasantry,    the  pointy    the  retorj,   o^- 
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lique  andi^iiect,  courteous- and  uacourteous^ 
the  periods  as  polished  as  the  satire,  and  that 
splendour  of  diction  which  Mr.  Qibboji  throws 
over  every  subject,  are  all  brought  to  bear,  i^ 
this  contrast,  to  the  opinion  of  the  no  less  justly 
admired  Lowth. 

But  it,  cannot  be  denied  that  though  philon 
gophers  of  the  stamp  of  Mr,  Gibbon  generally 
pretend  to  emancipate  themselves  from  all  pre« 
judice,  it  is  too  evident  that  they  sometimes 
write  under  the  influence  of  the  strongest.  Nor 
is  it  uncandid  to  remark,  that  the  ranklings  of  a 
vexed  or  disappointed  spirit,  prompted  in  some 
measure  tb$  unfavourable  character  this  justly 
celebnrte4  writer  Uas  given  of  his  //^/-mother  ; 
for,  in  bfS'  viewj  the  University  of  Oxford  could 
not  .b«  f^led  an  alma  maier.  Yet  it  seems 
Mcwg<s,  thait  while  he  complains  of  the  Isixity  of 
thf  discipliQe,  h^  should  confess  the  irregtilarity 
of  his  own  conduct;  and  in  his  own  case  at 
la$t9c.£ftd  tijere  were  i:^int%,*^ beyond  which,  for- 
|)earance  could  not  be  carried  nor  indulgence 
allowed,  though  he  has  intimated  that  thera 
£  £  4 
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were  no  academic  restrainu  or  infiiciioM  what« 
ever. 

It  strikes  me,  therefore,  that  there  is  not 
only  strong  prejudice,  but  tnanifbst  inconsistency, 
in  Mr.  Gibbon's  character  of  Oxford  ;  and  thai 
from  self-love  he  was  more  inclined  to  throw 
the  blame  on  others,  though  liberal  and  manly, 
in  general,  than  to  tax  himself  for  his  own  ju« 
venile  indiscretions }  which,  however,'  he  does 
not  affect  to  deny. 

That  many  improvements  might  be  grafted 
on  the  plan  of  academical  institution,  that 
stricter  discipline,  and  more  severe  sumptuary 
regulations  are  necessary,  few  will  be  so  partial 
as  to  conceal;  but  notwithstanding  the  splen- 
did powers  of  a  Gibbon,  the  authority  of  a 
Lowth  may  safely  foe  put  in  the  scale  dgamst 
him,  even  bad  the  former  been  free  from 
personal  pique,  and  untinctured  with  privaia 
rccriminadon. 

*M6st  affecitonatcly,-Toun» 
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LETTER  ;[XII. 


Cambridge,  October  ijgt. 

JL  Hit  excellent  remarks  g^ven  in  the 

last  letter,  came  in  a  parcel  containing  a  ma* 

ntiscript  Tour  •  of  both  the  Universities,  made 

bjr  the  same  ingenious  writer.     He  intended 


♦  A  shti^  Tolume  of  the  BntUi  IWittt.  Thc^^,  wlitd& 
li3)ve  alreadjf  appcar^dt  comprebend  the  ^ntesseocc  of  the 
most  celebrated  modern  travellert  of  this  country ;  and^  at  a 
critic  on  the  work  obter^et,  <*  Br.  M«for  has  concentrattd 
their  widcy  and  often  detultory,  range,  into  a  moderate  com* 
vats,  and  offered  them  to  every  class  of  readers  at  a-6ompa« 
Tathdy  trivial  expence, 

**  To  le^ttoe  a  (ttUleagt)^  picture  on  canvass  to  a  mimaturcy 
and  to  pretfrve  every  lineaqfient  of  the  fiice,  and  every  fold 
of  dn^iery,  si^ewa  po  ordii^ary  skill  in  the  artist^  and  deserves 
no  mean  praise.  Such  is  the  task,  and  tuch  ought  to  be 
the  reward  of  him,  who  sdectt,  from  an  immente  variety  of 
;a9aterials,  those  particulars  which  are  interesting  at  all  tin\qu 
^nd  adapted  to  all  ages.  Perhaps  no  ^edes  of  composition 
fCQuircs  »  greater  slMCf  of  U^st^  aadj  udgcment  than  thk:  but. 
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it  to  form  part  of  another  volume  of  a  most 
useful  and  agreeable  performance.  You  viU 
not  be  surprised,  that  I  avail  myself  of  the 
friendly  AutborV  permission  (o  4Dake  this  town, 
and  its  sublime  seminary,  known  to  you,  by  ai| 
abridgement  of  hir  ikigripliiin ;  especially,  as 
the  severe  and  afflicting  illness  under  which  he 
is  now  suffering  fron^  a.r^ost  heavy  domestic 
grief^  (though  his  e?ccell§nt  letter  giyes  a  proof 
of  updiminishe4  powers),  will  probably  retard 
the  completion  of  |iis  plan  longer  than  he  in- 
tended* 

« 

The  universities  are  of  too  much  importance 
to  be  cursorily  noticed ;  there  being  few  per? 
spns  of  any  coA^itiQQ  who  ^^.|u>t,  in  some 
respects,  interested  in  the  one  dr  the  other: 
jmd  to  such  as  ar^  wholly  unpopnected  with 


io  TnQch  hbVt  abridgemctit  an^  eompiktiod  been  dtsgriiced 
hy  inadequate  talents^  tliat  it  is  teidom  atnrtitharof  repota* 
tibn  tf  111  condescend  io  direct  liif  attention  tb-wtorks  of  thit 


tiatiVe.         '  ^^ 


'^  «i**rhcse  reflections  appear*  necess^ry'to' ©borate  inretcratc 
pf^jjdices,  and  to  do  jbsticc  to  the*perf6m»nce  «f  Dr. 
Mii^m,  who  has  shewn  what  he  is  capabfc  of  pcVfotTning  fit 
tlHl^  very  uitfiily  \mt  unUsrQttii^t^^^tMHllkat*^§}i^ 
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tjiose  seats  of  learning,  d^criptions  which  may 
be  depended  on  cannot  fail  to  b^  agreeable* 
.  The  prigin  of  this  university  has  bcex^  much 
disputed,  as  the  name  Capbridge  is  evidently 
derived  from  the  bridge  over  the  Cam.  Apd 
yet,  while  sqn^e  writers  assert,  with  n;iy  reye^ 
rend  Friend,  that  Uttle  regard  is  to  be  paid  to 
far-fetched  etymologies,  such  as  ifs  being  founded 
two  hundred  and  seventy  yfs^s  before  Christ; 
ptbq?$  contend  for  its  antiquity  so  deep  in  past 
times  as  Cantabar,  who,  about  the  year  of  the 
world  3588,  in  the  reign  of  Gurguntius,  king 
of  the  Britons,, fl^d  from  his  kingdom,  Spain, 
with  his  brott^er  Partholomus,  and  sought  a^ 
ftsyl^m  in  Britain, 

^'  During  the  Saxon  and  Danish  periods,  it 
ifas  no  doubt  in  esteem  as  a  seat  of  leaming> 
^pd^  aftef  the  Norman  conquest,  we  find  it  had 
Required  sp  much  celebrity,  that  Henry  I.  was 
{educated  here,  and,  on  account  of  his  profi.*- 
piiency,  obtained  the  n^nie  of  Beauclerc,  or  the 
learned  ^tqd^nt. 

*'  Qrigin^ly,  as  in  the  sister  university,  thp 
If  udents  jiired  halls,  or  hotels^  for  performing 
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their  exercises,  and  boarded  with  the  townsmeiit 
We  saw  an  ancient  remainring  structure  of  this 
kind,  called  Pythagoras*  School,  situated  on  the 
west  of  the  river.  In  process  of  time  colleges 
were  founded  and  endowed,  and  the  mode  of 
study  rendered  more  comfortable  and  easy. 
The  whole  ninnber  of  fellows  in  Cambridge 
h  now  406 ;  of  scholars,  666  ;  besides  236  in- 
ferior  members,  who  live  on  the  revenues  of 
their  respective  societies.  In  this  list  we  do  not 
include  exhibitioriers,  who  have  certain  stipends 
for  a  limited  time. 

"  The  first  place  to  which  we  directed  our 
attentidn  was  the  Senate  House :  it  stands  in 
the  middle  of  the  town,  forming  part  of  an 
intended  square,  and  is  a  magnificent  building, 
of  the  Corinthian  order.  It  wa$  founded  in 
172a,  under  the  direction  of  Gibbs  the  arcfif- 
tect,  and  cost  an  immense  sum,  which  wa$ 
chiefly  raised  by  subscription.  ^ 

**  On  entering  this  superb  structure,  which 
we  did  under  a  triangular  pediment  of  consi« 
derable  grandeur,  and  situate  at  the  east  end 
4>{  the  building ;  we  found  ourselves  in  a  nobt^ 
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room,  the  ceiling  of  which  is  enriched  with 
stucco-work>  and  the  sides  adorned  with  co- 
kimns  and  galleries.  You  will  judge  of  the 
e;^ct  of  this  room  from  its  dimensions :  the 
length  is.  a  hundred  and  one  feet,  the  t^-eadth 
forty. two,  and  the  height  thirty-two.  The 
gallery  alone,  which  sunounds  itj  and  which, 
at  the  east  end,  is  supported  by  pillars,  is  sup- 
posed to  be  cajpable  of  holding  eleren  hundred 
persons. 

*«  Leaving  the  Senate  House,  we  visited  the 
Public  library,  which  forms  the  west  side  of 
the  New  Square.  We  ascended,  by  an  elegant 
geometrical  stone  stair-case,  &c.  The  first  room 
is  the  old  library.  Among  other  curioua  things, 
we  saw  here  a  copy  of  Magna  Charta  on  vellum. 
At  the  end  of  this  room  is  a  square  apartmexit,. 
surmounted  by  a  dome,  in  which  are  preserved 
a  large  collection  of  MSS.  and  a  cabinet  df 
oriental  books  and  curiosities,  given  by  the 
reverend  Mr.  Archdeacon  Lewis,  of  Ireland,  in 
1726.  In  this  cabinet  is  a  sheet  of  paper  four 
yards  long,  by  ()ne  and  a  half  vnde.  The  rooms 
on  the  north  and  west  sides  of  the  court  are 
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filled  with  the  thirty  thousand  volumes  giVeti 
by  Gcotge  I.  who  bought  them  at  the  cxpencei' 
of  dx  thousand  guineas.  Undet  these  tdoms 
are  the  Philosophy  and  Divinity  S<;hooIs.  la 
the  Philosophy  School  disputations  ate  held,  by 
what  arc  called  the  Sophs*  Adjoinihg  to  these 
are  the  Law  and  Physic  Schools,  where  the 
candidates  for  degrees  perform  their  exercises. 

*^  T^he  Botanic  dJarden  is  situated  near 
Benet's  college,  at  the  east  end  of  the  town : 
it  is  well  watered^  and  contains  nearly  five  acres 
of  ground.  It  originally  belonged,  it  seeitiS,' 
together  with  a  large  house,  to  the  Augustiner 
fHars,  and  was  purdiased  by  Dr.  Richard  Wal- 
ker, at  the  expence  of  sixteen  hundred  pounds^ 
A  large  green-hotise  was  built  and  furnished 
with  exotics  by  subscription.  Sfrtcfe  its'  fifsr 
establishment,  stoves  of  the  best  cbbsftructioti 
have  been  added*  The  large  old  h(>use  WaJ 
sold  upon  advantageous  terms,  and  a  new  one,  for 
lectures onbotany and chemistry/efected.  The 
whole  garden  is  arranged  with  accuracy,  ae-* 
tording  to  the  system  of  LinnseuSj 
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**  Bofore  I  speak  of  the  colleges,  however,  I 

should  mention  Addenbroke's  Hospital.    John 

Ad&iibroke,  doctor  of  physic,  left  four  thou* 

sand  poujfids  for  -its  buStfing  and  endotimient. 

This 'was  not  found  to  be  sufKcibnt;  but,  with 
the  assistance  of  parKamenr,  it  was  opened  in 

1.766,  as  a  general  hospital.  It  relieves  annu- 
afly,  on  an  average,  seven  hundred  patients } 
and  is  liberally  supported  by  donations,  yearly 
contriburions,  the  produce  of  oratorios,  &c. 
.  «*  St/Petet's  College,  which  Was  the  first  we 
visited",  18  one  of  the  noblest  in  the  university^ 
It  was  fdunded  by  Hugh  d^  Balsam,  sub-prioi' 
of  Ely,  :  hi  1 2J57.  He  bought  one  of  those 
halls,  or  hotels,  which  I  have  already  mention- 
ed;  as  die  primitive  fesidebdes  df  the  sc^holats ; 
and,  bekig  advanced  to  the  see  of  Ely  in  12481 
he  obtained  a  charter  of  inck)rporatton^  and  en- 
dowed this  college  with  lands  for  the  mainte- 
nance of'one  master  and  fonrtam  fellows. 

^*  The  chapel  of  this  college  is  fifty-four  feef 
long,  twenty-seven  broad,  and  tWisnty-seven 
high.     It  has  an  organ,  the  gift  of  the  late  Sir 
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Horatio  Manu ;  and  a  fine  window  of  painted 
glassi  representing  the  crucifixion* 

<<  This  college  has  a  good  hall,  a  large  gar-^ 
dan,  and  ple^isure-gronnd^  and  a  cold-bath. 

"  From  St.  Peter's  we  went  to  Clare  Hall^ 
In  the  year  1328,  Richard  Badew,  or  Badow^ 
of  Essex,  chancellor  of  the  university^  built  la 
small  college,  whicih  he  named  University  HalL 
This  edifice,  sixteen  years  after  its  first  erection^ 
was  burnt  by  an  accidental  fire.  DnBadow 
then  solicited  the  patronage  of  Elisabeth,  third 
sister  and  co-heiress  of  Gilbert^  Earl  of  Glare. 
By.  her  bounty  the  college  was  rdmilt,  and 
thenceforward  obtained  the  name  of  Clare 
Hall. 

<<  Halls  do  hot,  at  Cambridge,  diflfel*  from 
colleges  in  any  respect  whatever..  I  speak  of 
Clare  Hall,  therefore,  as  a  college;  tad  it  is 
one  of  the  principftL  Th^  bvildiags  of  which 
it  is  composed  are  extensive  and  magihtfieeot^ 
Its  delightful  grounds  are  much  resold  to,  wc 
are  told,  on  summer  evenings  t  they  present  a 
beautiful  assemblage  of  buildings  gardens, 
groves,  water,  and  corn  fields. 
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^*  fht  cfaapel  is  1  very  ieilega&t  edifice.  The 
design  was  by  Sir  Charles  Boroughs :  it  cx>8t 
aeveb  tfabiisaxid  pouds.  It  has  an  antirchapel 
p^^^l&)  octagon  shape,  ind  ^hted  by  a  beaatiAil 
done* 

^  The  ftrary^  though  not  very  Iztf/t^  is  well 
fitted  up,  and,  in  this  respect  is,  perhaps,  the 
lurndsomest  rocuot  iji  the  University. 

^  The  next  coUege  was  Pembroke  HalL 
This  was  founded  by  Mary,  wi&  of  Aymer  dt 
Valencia,  Earl  of  l^embroke.  Her  hudaand  was 
titled  in  a  dkiog  match  on  his  wedding>day ; 
axid,  on  this  accoimt,  she  devoted  herself,  and 
her  estste^  to  acts  bf  beiieficence.  In  1342, 
she  firandoi  t^  cc^cge,  giving  it  the  name  of 
Maria  de  Valencia  The  filnity  name  has, 
however,  been  si*c<^  chftftged  for  that  of  the 
titb. 

^*  On  partictilttr  occasions,  an  antique  silver 
bup,  formerly  belonging  to  the  foundress^  is 
l^uoed.  Several  pieces  of  pkne,  of  similar 
cttrioskf,  are  stUl  in  the  possession  of  various 
coUeges;  but  thdv  coUectaon  would  have  bc^ 
mucli  Jaiger>  bad  not  loyalty  prompted  them  to 
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send  their  plate  to  King  Charles^  to  be  coined 
fDr  his  use. 

*<  This  coUege  has  had  the  honour  of  reckon- 
ing among  its  members,  Edmund  Spenser,  6s%:» 
and  his  friend  Mason,  and  the  present  ChanfeU 
lor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  is  also  high  steward 
of  the  University. 

^<  You  will  be  surprised,  perhaps,  to  hear 
that  the  name  Bene%  in  Bene't  College,  is  a 
contraction  of  Benedict ;  and  you  will  still  less 
expect  to  be  told,  that  the  real  name  of  this 
house  is  ^^  Corpus  Christi  and  the  Blessed  Vir- 
giiu'^  The  case  is,  this  coUege  is  denominated 
Bene^t  from  its  situation,  which  is  near  St.  Be- 
nedict'S'churcb.  This  church  belongs,  indeed, 
by  aj^ropf  iation,  to  the  society. 

**  The  origin  of  this  college  was  in  1350 ; 
when  two  societies,  or  guilds,  called  respectively. 
Corpus  Christi  and  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary, 
tinitedw 

"  The  library  here  is  the  most  ceHbnited  in 
Great  Britain,  for  MSS.  relating  to  ecefesiasti- 
cal  affairs;  but  it  is  very  difficult  of  access. 
Even  a  felloyr  of  the  college,  according  to  the 
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regulation  of  Arthbishop  Parker,  the  founder, 
cannot  enter  it  uhacconipanied  by  another 
fellow,  or,  at  least,  a  scholar  of  the  college 
with  him,  and  remaining  during  the  time  of 
his  stay.  Here  are  portraits  of  the  lord  keeper, 
Bacon;  of  Edward  III.  1482,  at  the  age  of  43  J 
of  Mary,  James,  and  other  royal  and  distin- 
guished, parsonages. 

*•  Trinity  Hall,  which  we  saw  next,  was  one 
of  the  original  hotels  for  the  accommodation  of 
students,  which  I  have  already  mentioned.  It 
was -enlarged  by  Richard  Ling,  chancellor  of 
the  University  j  and,  in  the  latter  end  of  Ed- 
ward III.  was  erected  by  William  Bateman,  bi^^ 
shop  of  Norwich,  into  a  college. 

^  J'rom  Trinity,  we  repaired  to  Gonvile  and 
Caius^  or  Keys,  College.  We  found  the  chapel 
not  larg^,  but  beautiful;  and  adorned  with  a 
psdnting  over  the  altar,  of  the  Annunciation, 
after  Carlo  Maratti, 

**  This  college  was  originally  founded  by 
Edmund  de  Gonvilf^,  under  a  licence,  of  char- 
ter, from  Edward  III.  in  1348..  Gonvile  began 
the  building  on  the  spot  which  is  now  occupied 
r  F  2 
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by  the  garden  and  tennis^oun  of  Bex^c  He 
did  not,  howeFer,  live  to  carry  it  far  into  exc* 
cution }  and,  leaving  money  to  William  Bate* 
man  iHihop  of  Norwich,  for  its  compktiont 
this  latter  removed  the  site,  and  erected  it  near 
Trinity-HalL  Trinity,  as  I  shall  hereafter  have 
occasion  to  mention,  v/as  founded  by  the  bishqi 
himself.  Gonvile  Hall  was  endowed  with  lands 
and  tenements,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  master, 
fiour  fellows,  and  two  scholars,  {n  1557,  a 
new  court  was  added  to  this  college,  by  Joha 
Caius  M.D.  The  same  bendactor  endowed  the 
college  with  several  states,  and  doulded  its 
number  of  f(^ows. 

**  Dr.  Caius  o'ected,  besides  the  new  court, 
three  remarkable  gates^     One,  by  which  the 
college  is  entered  from  the  town,  to  the  aorth 
'  of  the  senate  house,  has  this  inscription  i 

The  Gate  of  Humility: 

the  second,  which  is  in  the  middle  of  the  college, 
and  by  which  the  two  courts  communicate  with 
each  other,  has  two  inscriptions.  On  one  side 
is  written : 

The  Gate  of  Virtue  | 
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tnd  on  tbe  other 

The  Gate  of  Wisdem : 

the  third  gate  opens  toward  the  schools^  and  is 
inscribed : 

Tbe  Oate'  of  Honour. 

"  The  architecture  of  the  second  gate  is  ad- 
mirable;  and  in  the  third  is  introduced  the 
Poric,  Ionic,  and  Corinthian  orders^ 

^'  I  lamented  that  you  had  not  been  with  me 
to  see  the  &mous  MS.  copy  of  the  Koran 
which  is  deposited  in  the  public  library,  and 
makes  part  of  the  collection  already  mentioned, 
as  having  been  given  by  Archdeacon  Lewis.  It 
is  finely  written  on  a  paper  made  front  (cotton. 
Tou  would  have  been  n^uch  pleased  also,  with 
^  finely-illun)inated  Persian  JJIS.  written  in 
1388.  It  is  a  treatise  on  astronomy  and  natu- 
ral history,  and  is  entitled  The  Wonders  of 
Creation.  One  of  the  illuminations  represents 
the  story  of  the  sultan  and  his  vizier,  who  czr 
plained  what  the  two  owls  said  about  a  n^urriagc 
portion. 
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^'  Ybu^  no  doubt,  know  this  ingenious  old 
story,  but  it  is  worth  reviving  in  this  place^  should 
it  have  slipt  your  memory. 

^'  The  Sultan  Mahmoud,  by  his   perpetual 

wars  abroad  and  his  tyranny  at  home,  had  fitled 

his  dominions  with  ruin  and  desolation,  and  half 

unpeopled  the  Persian  Empire.     The  visier  to 

this  great  Sultan  (whether  an  humorist  or  an 

enthusiast^  we  are  not  informed)  pret^ded  to 

have  learned  of  9  certain  Dervise  to  understand 

the  language  of  birds,  $0  that  there  was  Dot  a 

bird  could  open  his  mouth,  but  the  visier  kneyr 

what  it  was  he  said.     As  he  was  one  evening 

with  the  Emperor,  in  their  return  from  hunting, 

tl^ey  ss^w  a  couple  of  owls  upon  a  tree  that 

grew  near  an  old  wall  out  of  a  hejip  of  rubbish. 

**  I  would  fain  know,*'  says  the  sulnm,  "  what 

;hose  two  owls  are  saying  to  each  other }  listen 

to  their  discourse  and  give  me  an  account  of  it.'* 

The  visier  approached  the  tree,  pretending  to  be 

yery  attentive  to  the  two  owls.     Upon  his  retura 

to  tl^p  sultan,  "  Sir,*'  says  he,  **  I  have  heard 

part  of  their  conversation,  but  dare  not  tell  yx)u 

what  it  is.''    The  sultan  would  not  be  sa(i^?4 
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undi  such  an  am\fer,  but  forced  him  to  repeat 
every  thing  the  owls  had  said.  •*  You  must 
know,  then,"  said  the  Vizier,  <*  that  one  of  these 
owls  has  a  son,  and  the  other  a  daughter,  (in 
my  hearing,  said  the  ohe,)  brother,  I  consent  to 
this  marriage,  provided  you  will  settle  upon 
your  daughter  fifty  ruined  villages  for  her  por- 
tion.'* To  which  the  father  of  the  daughter 
replied,  ^^  inftead  of  fifty  I  will  give  her  five 
hundred,  if  you  please.  God  grant  a  long  life 
to  Sultan  Mahmoud,  whilst  he  reigns  over  us 
we  shall  never  want  ruined  villages.*^ 

*«  The  story  says,  the  Sultan  was  so  touched 
with  the  fable,  that  he  rebuilt  the  towns  and 
villages  which  had  been  destroyed,  and  from 
that  ti»e  consiilted  the  good  of  his  people. 

Spectator. 

«*  Early  the  next  forenoon  we  set  out  to  visit 
Ki]ig>  College,  which  is;  beyood  all  donbt,  the 
finest  collie  in  this,  and  indeed  in  any  other 
trbiversity,  if  we  e^tcept  Christ-church  in  Oxr 
for<i.  .  -.       ;   - 

^  This  college  was  founded  and  eiKiovedi)y 
F?4 
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Henry  VL  wb6  tppcHntti  a  proTOStt  seftfitf 
fellows  and  schcdar$,  thxiee  chaplaioS)  su^  clerks^ 
fixteen  chorif»ters^  w4  a  music  mast^^,  whq  ^ 
present  fills  the  office  of  <fi:ganist  j  ^ixteta  offi* 
^en  of  (be  Ipundatipn^  twelve  servitofi^  for  |he 
senior  fellows»  and  six  poor  scholars  ^  amoiiiiU 
ipg  in  all  tp  one  hundred  and  forty.  Itie  ui|- 
der-graduates  of  this  college  d()  not  keep  exer- 
cises in  the  schools,  iu>r  are  they  f^xsnioed  (of 
their  bachelor's  degree. 

^  A  principal  object  of  attractian  l?fii¥  if  the 
chapel.  This  is  con9ida'e4  a?  the  most  perfect 
specimen  of  Gothic  archi^cture.  The  origmal 
buildSng^  begun  by  Henry  VL  vais  lengthened 
one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  fyety  and  the  out^ 
fide  wholly  finished  by  Heiiry  yil. ;  and  the 
instde>  the  stalls,  painted  windows^  and  earring, 
were  the  work  of  Henry  VIII.  The  whole 
length  of  this  superb  edifice,  is  noir  three  hun- 
dred ^  sixteen^feet }  the  l3rea4th  eigjity»lbilt 
feet ;  the  height,  from  f  he  grouw)  to  the  tap  of 
the  battlements^  9u^y  f^V  to  the  top  of  the 
pinnacles  more  than  a  fiundred  and  one,  ani(  to 
the  top  i^  the  cotaer  t<Mirers  one  hundred  and 
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^)rtjp^  fieet  and  a  half,  WftUn  side  the 
the  length  is  two.hiindred  and  ninety-one  £eet, 
the  breadth  forty^ye  ?nd  a  half,  and  the  height 
ieventf-dght* 

f  ^  The  dioir>  which  has  been  lengthened  by 
the  qpace  of  a  wadow^  it  paved  with  marbk 
from  the  end  of  tbe  stairs;  and  the  whole  east 
<md  of  the  chand,  whkh  had  remsdned  unfinish* 
ed  dnce  the  reign  of  Henry  VIL  is  now  conu 
pkted  b  a  style  peculiarly  c6rretpond]ng  with 
the  aimplidty  and  magnificence  of  the  building. 
A  Very  grand  altar*piece,  has  been  erected  un^^ 
^  the  diredidtt  of  &e  late  Mn  Jam^  EtkXf 
fS.lL  and  this  has  been  sdU  further  adorned 
irith  a  valuable  pamting,  presented  to  the  so* 
pery  by  the  present  i&ff  1  of  Carlisle,  author  of 
tb^  ^Stepmother/'  who  was  formerly  of  this  coI« 
)q;e«    The  subject  of  this  painting  is  the  taking 
4ow|i  from  die  cross  i  and^  though  boi^t  by 
his  Lordship  when  9A  his  travelsi  as  the  work 
df  paniel  da  Tokerrai  eonnoisseurs  are  of  opi- 
taoa  that  it  |s  a£hialiy  a  production  of  Raphad^ 
fnd  one  qf  the  best  in  fhe  second  manner  of 
(hat  imnumal  master* 


Digitized 


by  Google 


442  GLEANINGS,  IN  ENGLAND^ 

*''  This  cliapel  has  two  roofs,,  between  ^icb 
a  man  may  walk  upright.'  The  inner  roof  is  of 
stone,  in  the  form  of  a  Gothic  arch,  arid  it 
without  a  pillar  to  uphold  it,  the  towers  and 
buttresses  being  its  only  support.  In  the 
middle  of  this  roof,'  and  in  die  flattest  part  of  it 
are  fixed  perpendicolarly,  at  equal  distances, 
stones  adorned  with '  roses  and  port-cullices, 
the  weight  of  every  one  of  which  is  at  least 
a  ion. .  Each  of .  these  stones  is  more  than 
a  yard  in  thickness,  and  projects  beyond  the 
other  p2^ts  of  the  carved  work.  The  disposition 
of  the  materials  of  this  roof,  and  of  those  stones 
in  particular,  may  be  justly  ranked  among  the 
most  reneiarkable  efibrts  of  architectural  inge^ 
nuity*  It  wtas  greatly  admired  by  Sir  Christo- 
pher Wren ;  and  competoit  Judges  of  the  pre- 
sent day  do  not  scruple  to  assert,  that  to  lay  a 
roof  of  stone  in  the  same  form  and  order,  is 
beyond  the  skill  pf  mcklern  archftects. 
.  "  The  walls  on  the  inside  df  the  antikhapel, 
are  adorned  with  c^-ved  stone,  of  exceUentiand 
almost  inimitable  wdrkmanship,  represen&ig 
the  arms  of  the  houses  of .  YoA  and  Lancaster, 
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with ^  many  .crowns,  roses,  port-cullices,  and 
fleur-de-lis.  In  the  middle  of  one  of  these  roses 
x>n  the  west  side,  toward  the  south,  is  a  small 
figure  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
.  ^^  About  the  middle  of  the  chapel  there  is  a 
partition  of  wood,  very  curiously  carved,  sepa- 
rating the  anti-chapel  from  the  choir,  which  was 
built  in  1534,  when  Anne  Boleyn  was  queen  to 
Henry  VIII.  On  its  front  are  several  lovers' 
knots,  and  in  a  pannel  nearest  to  the  wall,  on 
jthe  right,  are  the  arms  of  Anne  Boleyn,  im- 
paled with  those  of  her  royal  husband.  On  one 
of  the  pannels  of  this  screen  is  a  fine  piece  of 
sculpture,  representing  the  Almighty  in  the  act 
of  casting  the  rebellious  angels  from  heaven. 
Over  this  stands  a  stately  organ,  which  does 
not,  however,  prevent  the  eye  from  enjoying 
a  full  view  of  the  roof,  from  the  great  west  door, 
to  the  east  window :  a  view,  which  filled  us 
with  rapture  and  admiration. 

"  On  the  same  partition  are  fixed  nine  co- 
lours, taken  from  the  island  of  Manilla,  in 
^762,  by  Sir  William  D.raper,  at  that  time  a 
pxember  of  the  society,  and  who,  on  his  return. 
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by  permission  of  his  majesty,  presented  the  coU 
lege  with  these  trophies  of  his  victory.* 

"  On  entering  the  choir,  we  were  greatFf 
struck  with  its  grandeur.  It  is,  as  I  have  al^^ 
ready  observed,  paved  with  tnarble>  from  the 
end  of  the  stalls.  The  stalls,  of  wfaidi  there 
are  two  rows  on  each  side  of  the  chapel,  Tare  of 
carved  wood.  The  back  part  of  the  upper  row, 
which  is  appointed  for  graduate  fellows,  h  made 
up  of  thirty-four  pannels,  in  fifteen  of  which, 
on  each  side  of  the  choir,  are  carved  the  arms 
of  all  the  kings  of  England,  from  Henry  V. 
to  James  L ;  the  arms  of  the  two  Universities 
of  Cambridge  and  Oxford,  and  the  rwo  Col- 
leges, King's  and  Eton.  The  supporters  of 
these  arms  advance  out  of  the  pannek  in  fidi 
proportion.  On  the  right  and  left  of  a  specta- 
tor,  entering  the  choir,  are  the  seats  of  die 
provosts. 

«*  There  are  twenty-six  hrge  windo^r^  which, 
except  the  great  one  at  the  west  end,  are  aU 
painted  with  colours  inconceivably  beautifol* 
That  which  is  plain,  seems  to  have  been  |eft  so 
ia  order  to  givo  %ht  to  the  chapd.    The  paint- 
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ingt,  vtacb  have  been  done  with  the  most  brii- 
Uant  coloarsy  represent  Yarioas  tacidents  re- 
Cprded  in  the  scriptures.  In  the  arrangement 
of  these  subjects,  a  peculiar  order  has  been  ob« 
•enred^  and  something  like  a  concordance  at* 
tempted.  £acb  window,  I  should  tell  you,  is 
separated  by  nuuuons  into  five  lighu,  and  these 
are  divided  about  the  middle,  into  upper  and 
lower  parts  by  a  stone  transom.  .Now,  in  the 
upper  part,  pieces  of  history  are  always  taken 
from  the  Old  Tes^unent,  and  in  the  lights  im« 
mediate^  underneath  are  pabted  some  circum'^ 
stances  taken  from  the  New  Testamoat,  corre^ 
qionding,  in  seme  degree,  with  those  above 
tbem  from  die  Old. 

*'  It  has  bem  frequaitly  said,  tbat  all  thest 
windows  wore  taken  down,  and  concealed,  dit* 
ring  the  usurpation  of  Oliver  Cromwell^  lest» 
in  coQipliance  with  the  iSuiatic  opinions  which 
he  pretended  to  maintain,  be  should  datrof 
them,  as  relics  of  popery.  I  am  assured,  boww 
tnr,  that  no  snch  iiffitr  took  place.  Visitors 
ittM  undottbtedly  tent  dowli  by  the  kog  poxfr 
Bamfnt  to  Camfani%e,  whose  ^otomttuM  i^ 
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was  to  remove  every  superstitious  ornament 
from  about  the  University.  These  visitors  did, 
indeed,  order  the  organ,  at  that  time  iQ  use,  to 
be  taken  down,  and  its  pipes  to  be  sold ;  but 
they  spared  the  windows,  through  the  interces- 
•ion,  probably,  of  Dr.  Whichcot  the  provost, 
who  was  raised  to  that  dignity  by  the  long  par- 
liament itself 

*«  The  name  of  the  architect  of  this  magni* 
ficent  building  was  Cloos.  His  son,  Nicholas 
Cloos,  was  made  a  fellow  of  the  cottege  by 
Henry  VI.  and  afterwards  became  bishop  of 
Lichfield  and  Coventry. 

^  The  Ubrary  is  an  ancient  building.  On 
the  north  and  south  sides  are  nine  small  chapels, 
tach  of  which,  before  the  reformation,  had  its 
altar ;  at  present,  those  on  the  north  are  used 
as  buriatplaces.' 

t  *^  A  grand  building  has  been  erected  here  by 
JWr.Oibbs:  it  is  of.  White  Portland  stone,  and 
contains  twetity^bur  apartments. 
V  *•  It  was  with  considerable  reluctance  that  we 
quitted  King's  CoHege,  in  which,  as  you  wiH 
judge  £xan:  the  loi^  and.  drcunistantial  account 
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I  hare  given,  we  found  much  to  engage  our 
attention.  We  next  proceeded  to  Queen's. 
This  college  was  founded  by  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter of  Ren6e,  dtikt  of  Anjou,  titular  king  of 
Sicily  aiid  Jerusalem,  and  wife  of  Henry  VI: 
king  of  England.  She  gave  lands  to  the  value 
of  aoo L  per  annum;  and  appointed  a  president 
and  four  fellows.    • 

**  The  first  stone  of  this  edifice  was  laid  by 
Sir  John  Wenlqck,  April  15,  14^ ;  and  on  it 
was  engraved,  by  his  order,  the  following  words : 
•'  Erit  Doniina  nostra  Margareita  dominus  in 
Refugium**  This  was  a  little  before  the  second 
war  between  the  houses  of  York  and  Lancafter, 
in  which  Sir  John  Wenlock  was  killed,  the 
queen  forced  to  fly  into  Scotland,  and  the  king 
murdered. 

*'  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Edward  IV.  was  a  con- 
siderable benefactress ;  and  is  annually  celebrate 
ed  as  a  co-founder  of  the  college. 

*VThe  front  of  this  college,  which  stands  along 
the  river  near  the  king's  mill,  is  intended,  to  be 
rebuilt  in  an  exceedingly  handsomer  manner; 
but  the  principal  beauty  of  the  place  is  its  grove 
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iiul  garden^  which  lie  on  each  $idc  of  ihc  riwfi 
and  are  connected  by  a  bridge  of  wood»  of  one 
arch,  upon  piers  of  8tone« 

^  Our  next  visit  was  paid  to  Catkarine4udili 
the  principal  front  of  which  ia  oppoute  te 
Queen's.  This  college  was  foundod  by  Rohett 
Woodlark  in  1475.  ^^7  ^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^  Cftthft^ 
rine  has  been  annexed  to  it^  I  am  tmable  to  ia^ 
form  you.  The  chsqyel  of  this  CoUqge»  iMrhkh 
staads  on  the  north  side  of  the  courts  is  itt 
elegant  structure. 

*^  Over  the  hall  and  combinaison-room  is  the 
fibrary,  which  was  fitted  up  by  Bishop  Sherlock^ 
who  like^Kdse  bequeathed  to  the  collie  Us  larg« 
and  valuable  library,  and  a  stipend  for  the  Ubfa^ 
rian.  The  master's  lodge,  a  large  and  lofty 
edifice,  erected  by  Mrs.  Mary  RamsdeaofNor- 
ton,  in  Yorkshire^  who  was  in  other  tespectt  a 
great  benefactor  to  this  collq;e^  forms  the  south 
side  of  the  court  i  and  this  behig  open  towards 
Trumim^on-street,  with  handsome  iron  pali- 
sadoes,  and  a  spacious  area  of  ground  planMd 
with  ehns,  is  a  considerable  omment  to  tfaft 
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^^  It  is  said  that  the  rivalry  of  Bishops  Sher- 
lock and  Hoadly,  two  gfeat  men,  who  were 
both  of  this  college,  and  who  advanced  them^ 
selves  to  the  height  of  theit  profession,  by  em* 
bracing  widely  different  political  opinions^  com* 
ftienced  at  this  place*    « 

<*  Jesus  College  was  originally  a  Convent  of 
Benedictine  nuns,  founded  and  oidowed  by 
Malcolm  IV.  king  of  Scots,  and  earl  of  Hunt- 
ingdon and  Cambridge.  The  nunnery  falling 
into  great  decay,  it  was,  by  licence  of  Henry 
VII.  dissolved,  and  a  college  founded  by  John 
Alcock,  which  is  called  Jesus  College,  firotn  the 
conventual  church,  now  the  chaptl,  dedicated 
to  that  sacred  name.  This  college  stands  east 
of  the  town,  and  id  surrounded  by  groVes^ 
gardens,  and  fine  meadows.  The  grand  front 
looks  toward  the  south,  and  is  about  one  hun* 
dred  and  dghty  feet  in  length  :  the  entrance  is 
by  a  magnificent  gate,  over  which  are  some  plea* 
sam  apartments.  Adjoining  to  this  college  is  a 
grove  of  considerable  extent.  Archbishop 
Cranmer,  and  Lawrence  Sterne,  as  well  as  his 
grandfather,  Ridiard,  archbishop  of  York,  were 
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q(  Ms  college.  Partmts  qf  the  two  archbU 
^p  are  in  the  balh  which  ii  a  h^pdspme  room, 
ascended  by  steps,  aad  fifty-four  feet  in  leagth. 

From  Jesus,  we  proceeded  to  Christ's  Col- 
1^,  which  is  ORHisite  St.  Andrew's  church. 
This  was  founded  by  Lady  Margaret,  mother 
of  Henry  VU.  on  tfee  site  of  a  college  or  house 
of  monks,  called  God's  Hou^.  This  coU^ 
is  aot  vtry  large,  but  elegant.  The  garden  is 
well  laid  out,  oontaining  both  open  and  sba^y 
walks,  beautiful  alco^fes,  a  boyrUng  gne^j  and 
an  elegant  summer-house,  behind  wbich  is  a 
cdld  bath,  surrounded  by  «  little  wilderness. 
Sereral  other  coUeges  faanFC  b^;  jmttcvikshf 
Pare-hall,  Peter-h^u^e,  (Christ's  m4  Ewawiel. 

^'  The  «amjs  Margw^,  wfio  fmmM  Cbrist'i^ 
left,  by  wUl,  dated  1509,  idtrtm  bivls  in  the 
counties  of  Devon,  Spmcree<;»  j»nd  IJonhamp* 
ton,  of  the  value  of  400  L  por  fUMWOb  togelb^ 
with  the  mt  af  the  dissalved  friwy  of  &•  John 
in  Cambcidge,  ai^  the  revenue  thcffeoff  mmwtt 
ing  to  80  i  per  annum^  to  Im  eyieoutoiSt  m 
trust  for  the  4>ui]di9g  and  wdosvimant  of  a  £o1* 
lege}  and  in  puriuaoce  of  tbii  wiH,  ihe  Golk|^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


OiJSAKlHI[^S  IK  SKOtAtfOi  45 1 

odted  John^,  was  ereoted*  It  is  contended  by 
$ome  pftrions,  that  this  is  the  most  ancient  tsn- 
cioved  foundation  in  the  Unifcrsity>  reckoning 
k  as  gvafied  on  the  dissolved  ptiory  of  St.  Joh^s^ 
which  was  foimded  bef<^e  1169.  The  fibrary 
of  this  college  is  uncommonly  exteimve;  Otift 
chiss  was  given  by  Prior  the  poet>  condstmg 
principally  of  French  books^  pardculariy  history* 
Here  i^  also  a  singular  curiosity^  a  leaden,  scull^ 
which  belonged  to  a  complete  skeleton,  found 
in  Newport-Pagne^  church.  A  fine  stone  bridge^ 
of  three  arches,  leads  over  the  river,  from  the 
college  to  a  grand  walk,  between  lofty  elms; 
at  the  end  of  which  lies  the  fellows?  gaiden^ 
containing  an  elegant  summer-house  smd  bowt> 
ing-green>  and  delightful  walks,  Idokh^g  into 
Trinity  walks  on  the  one  side,  and  an  open 
champaign  country  on  the  other*  The  students' 
walks,  by  die  ri^^er  side^  which  encompasa.  two 
«mall  meadows*  are  much,  and  deservedly,  ad« 
xniredk  Thee  bone&ctora  to  this  colli^  have 
been  numerous,  and:  the  emineot  men  it  haa 
produced^  stfll  more  so*  Tbe^  master^a  aparv- 
mentr^  the  combinaHoiMoom>  the  baOi  and 
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libraxy,  are  all  adorned  with  numerous  portraits, 
and  a  few  other  paintiogu  In  the  diutng-room 
)$^  a  curious  picture  of  Margaret,  the  founder, 
painted  in  her  own  time.  It  represents  her,  as 
was. usual  in  those  days,  in  all  statues  and  paint* 
^g^i  in  the*  attitude  of  kneeling* 

**  This  college  is  supposed  to  have  suffered 
more  than  any  other  under  the  scourge  of 
CrorawelPs  party.  They  took,  in  ancient  coins, 
to  the  value,  according  to  weight  only,  of  22 1, 
a  quantity  of  silver  which  you,  who  are  so  well 
acquainted  widi  the  worth  of  such  relics  of  an- 
tiquity, win  readily  suppose  to  have  included  a 
numerous  and  valuable  assemblage,  of  medals* 
l^^th  the  medals,  they  likewise  carried  off  the 
commujDion  plate.  They  pillaged  the  collie 
for  sixteen  nxonths  together,  and  converted  the 
bid  court,  which)  before  the  new  one  was  built, 
contained  two  hundred  jstude&its  at  a  ttme^  into 
a  prison,  for  the  king's  loyal  subjects* 

*«  St.  Mary  Magdalen's  College,  to  which  wc 
pr6ceeded  next,  is  the  only  one  that  stands  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river^  It  is  situated  in 
that  part  of  the  town  called  Castle*end.    It  con* 
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sists  of  two  courts^  the  largest  of  which  is  about 
one  hundred  and  eleven  feet  long,  and  seventy- 
eight  feet  broad,  having  the  chapel  and  master*s 
lodge  on  the  north,  and  the  hall  on  the  east: 
the  second  is  a  pretty  court,  more  removed  from 
the  noise  of  the  town ;  on  the  north  east  Bide  of 
the  latter  is  an  elegant  stone  building,  with  ft 
cloister  in  its  front,  and  apartments  fpf  th6  feU 
lows  in  the  north  and  south  wings.  In  the 
chapel,  which  is  a  handsome  oratory,  about 
forty-eight  feet  long,  is  an  altar-piece  of  plaister 
of  Paris,  representing  the  resurrection,  in  alto 
relievo.  It  was  executed  by  the  ingenious  Mn 
Collins,  and  is  worthy  of  admiration.  This 
college  has  two  fibraries,  the  Old  and  the 
Pepysian. 

^^  Edward  Stafford,  duke  of  Buckingham, 
was  the  original  founder  of  Mi^dalen ;  but  it 
was  unfinished  when  he  fell  on  the  scaffold. 
Thomas,  lord  Audley,  baron  of  Walden,  lord 
chancellor  of  England,  obtained  of  Henry  VIII. 
in  1542,  a  grant  of  this  college,  then  called 
Buckingham  College,  which  appears  to  have 
^en  forfeited  to  the  crown  by  the  attainder  of 
«  ©3    . 
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the  duke.  The  charter^  grtmted  by  Henry  VUL 
at  the  inttaiice  c^L<^d  Audky,  incorporated  cfa« 
iociety  by  the  name  of  '*  The  Master  and  Feir 
lows  of  Stt  Mary  Magdalen  College  in  the  fair 
Vniversicy  of  Cambridge/'  Lord  Audley,  bt 
the  gift  of  whose  descendants  is  the  mvtership« 
endowed  it  with  land  for  the  maint^aace  of  a 
mastiT  aind  four  feUows;  which  number  has 
since  been  increased  to  suteeo. 

«<  Trinity  College  wiis  another  foqndatloa  of 
the  time  of  Henry  VII|,  This  latter  w^  by  tht} 
king  himself,  It  was  erect^  cm  ti^  site,  an4 
endowed  with  the  retenyes  of  two  former  coU 
l^et,  and  one  hotel :  these  wefte,  KingVhall| 
founded  by  Edward  III. ;  $t«  Micbael%  built 
by  Hanrey,  chaqcellor  of  the  exchequer^  in  th« 
reign  of  Edward  U.  (  and  Hiysic's  hotd,  bailt 
by  William  Physic  Esq.  beadlew  Henry  mad« 
gteat  fuklitioQs  to  the  revenues  of  these  houseti 
$g^  erected  one  spacious  college,  which  he  dor 
dicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  It  is  situate^  b&» 
tween  the  high  street,  on  the  east,  and  the 
rtrer  Cam,  on  the  west,  hariag  St.  John's  coU 
kge  on  the  north,  and  Caios  on  the  sputli} 
ftjid  contains  two  spappu?  quadrangle?. 
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^<  The  koiith  end  of  the  west  side  of  the  first 
court,  has  been  rebmlc  in  a  very  handsome  man- 
ner, and  is  a  specimen  of  the  style  in  whkh  k 
is  intended  to  rebuild  the  ^hole  quadraA^Ie. 
In  this  building  ate  the  new  combination-rtoms, 
in  which  is  a  portrait  of  the  late  Marquis  of 
Granby,  by  Reynolds,  and  some  others. 

*'  We  were  told  that,  when  the  king  of  Den- 
mark  and  his  suit  honoured  the  university  with 
a  visit,  they  were  introduced  under  the  library, 
and,  having  viewed  this  court,  they  concluded 
that  they  had  seen  the  whole ;  so  that,  on  pass- 
ing the  screens^  and  bdiokHng  a  full  display  of 
the  whole,  they  were  greatly  struck  with  its 
magnificence.  The  chapel  is  a  very  fine  struc- 
ture :  it  is  adorned  with  elegant  stalls,  a  nbble 
orgsm-gallery,  and  an  altar^iece,  painted  by 
West.  The  service  is  performed  here  as  in  a 
cathedral.  We  visited  this  place  again  in  the 
evening,  and  were  extremely  charmed  with  the 
aolemn  beauty  of  the  scene  that  it  presented. 
The  nunlber  of  itudents  ranged  in  regubir  order, 
and  of  Kghti  with  which  the  oratory  is  illumi- 
jiated^  rendered  the  sight  truly  delightful.  la 
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the  anti-chapel  stands  an  admirable  statue  of  Sir 
Isaac  Newton,  who  was  of  this  college,  by  Rour 
biliac* 

**  Between  the  old  library  and  the  hall  stands 
the  master's  lodge,  in  which  are  very  grand 
apartments,  that  are  always  occupied  by  the 
judges  during  the  affizes  here,  and  are  the  resi- 
dence and  place  of  entertainment  of  the  8ove« 
reign  whenever  he  visits  Cambridge, 

^^  The  hall  is  one  hundred  feet  in  length, 
and  in  it  are  various  portraits  of  learned  men, 
educated  at  this  college,  and  of  uncommon  rank 
in  their  several  pursuit?.  Lords  Bacon  and 
Ruflel,  Cowley,  Dryden,  Coke,  andSpelmao, 
ve  among  the  number. 

^^  In  the  library,  which  forms  the  west  end  of 
the  court,  built  by  Dr.  Thomas  Nevil,  dean  of 
Canterbury,  and  formerly  master  of  this  college, 
is  a  large  collection  of  valuable  book$  and  mar  ^ 
nuscripts,  arranged  in  thirty  spacious  classes  of 
oak ;  and  several  curiosities,  such  as  anfgypiiaa 
musuny  and  Ibis,  given  by  the  late  Earl  of 
Sandwich ;  a  dried  human  body  of  one  of  the 
original  inhabitants  of  the  Madeh-a's }  a  curious 
Chinese  pagod }  a  lock  af  Su*  Isaac  Newton*s 
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)iatr,  his  head  in  wax,  and  his  globe ;  an  uni* 
versal  ring-dial,  quadrant,  and  compass,  of  Sir 
Isaac's ;  a  large  lizard,  the  size  of  which  is  said 
to  be  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom ;  a  quiver  of 
arrows  used  by  Richard  IIL  against  Henry  VIL 
at  the  memorable  battle  of  Bosworth ;  a  cu- 
rious skeleton  of  a  man  in  miniature,  cut  out 
by  a  shepherd's  boy  j  a  stone  taken  from  the 
wife  of  a  locksmith,  at  St.  Edmund's  Bury, 
after  her  death,  weighing  thirty-three  ounces 
three  penny-weights  thirty-fix  grains,  troy,  and 
with  the  appearance  of  having  lost  at  least  half 
an  ounce,  which  was  taken  off  before  Charles  IL 
at  Newmarket,  to  show  him  that  it  was  formed 
as  animal  stones  usually  are ;  a  copy  of  King 
John's  great  charter ;  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  in- 
dulgence from  Pope  Clement  VII. ;  and  plant 
of  the  celebrated  churchea  of  St.  Peter  at  Rome^ 
St.  Sophia  at  Constantinople,  cathedral  at  Floi- 
rence,  an  ancient  temple  at  Rome,  the  cathedral 
atJylilan,  that  of  St.  Paul  at  London,  and  the 
pantheon  at  Rome. 

**  These  plans  are  all  in  one  print  which  i$ 
UQt  very  large  j  but  the  respective  dimension^ 
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of  the  buildings  are  very  accurately  shoim. 
Here  is  also  a  large  collection  of  paintings,  bnsts, 
and  statues.  At  tiie  end  of  the  room  is  an 
elegant  window  of  painted  glass,  done  by  Mr. 
Peckit  of  York,  from  a  design  of  Cipriat^  n- 
presmting  his  present  Majesty  as  seated  od  the 
throne  under  a  magnificent  eanopy,  while  Kew- 
ton  and  Bacon,  the  two  distinguished  members 
of  this  college,  are  presented  to  him  by  die  ge- 
nius of  the  place:  his  Majesty,  attended  and 
advised  by  the  British  Minerva,  is  in  the  act  (^ 
giving  the  laurel  chapiet  to  Shr  Isaac,  who  is  ex- 
pkaning  the  sphere.  The  attitude  of  Lot^d  Ba^ 
con,  who  is  in  bis  chancellor's  robeS|  is  that  of 
itudy.  This  window  contains  almdst  one  huti« 
dred  and  forty  square  feet  of  glass,  and  has  a 
beautiful  effect.  It  was  the  gift  of  the  late 
master.  Dr.  Robert  South  F.  R.  8.  by  whom 
also  a  large  collection  of  books  t^as  bequeathed 
to  the  libirary,  M  we  went  up  the  stairs^  wc 
pdkrticttlarly  noticed  an  original  picture  of  New^ 
ton  on  which  Pope's  couplet  is  inscribed : 

^  Nature  and  natufe^s  laws  lay  hid  in  night, 

^  God  said~<  Let  Ve*tofi  be'— aSid  til  was  lig&tr 
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Oa  die  wbol^  this  library  b/ 1  believ«>  fdr  de» 
gance  and  decoration,  one  of  the  first  ia  the 
ivorld*  Ufxlemeath  it  is  a  spacious  piasusa,  out 
of  which  diree  gates  of  wrought  iroa>  open  to* 
ward  die  river,  ova*  which  we  passed  to  the 
walks  by  a  fine  bric%e  of  three  arches.  The 
(drcumferente  of  diese  walks  is  about  one  third 
of  a  mile.  As  you  stroU  along  them,  you  hatt 
some  very  fine  buildings  on  the  ea^t,  and  ooHi 
fields  and  an  open  country  on  the  west.  There 
is  a  delightful  vista  through  the  lofty  linv^treM 
of  the  middle^walk ;  and  on  the  nordi  and  south 
are  shady  avenues  of  ehesnut  and  lime.  Tfa«t 
retreats  are  therefore  very  pleasing  at  all  tiitiet| 
aM  at  noon,  in  sultry  weathar,  they  are  tral]^ 
delicious^  Prince  WHfiam  of  Gtoucester  and 
the  presim^  Duke  of  Rutbad  were  of  diis  xfiA* 

^  Our  tour  and  the  day  were  drawing  near 
their  close,  when  we  visited  Emanuel  College^ 
This  was  founded  by  Sir  Walter  Mildfhay,  of 
Chelmsfotd,  in  l^ssei^:.  He  built  dre  house  and 
endo^feFed  it  for  the  m^ntenanci  of  a  masteTi 
l^ree  fellows,  and  fou^  s^Krfaii* 
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'*  On  the  29th  of  September  1784,  on  which 
day  it  saw  its  second  century  completed,  the 
college,  according  to  ancient  custom^  concluded 
the  period  with  a  grand  jubilee*  After  a  sermon 
and  Te-deum^  together  with  a  Latin  speech  in 
the  chapel,  in  commemoration  of  their  benefac- 
tors, and  an  anthem  conducted  by  the  professors 
of  musicj  the  company  met  in  the  college-hall, 
where  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  gentlemen 
who  had  been  educated  in  the  coll^;e9  were  en^ 
tertained  in  a  sumptuous  manner. 

^^  This  college  stands  at  the  south-east  end  of 
the  town,  and  commands  an  extensive  view  of 
the  adjacent  country.  Adjoining  the  street  is  a 
handsome  modern  building,  which,  with  the  haU, 
combination-room, and  cloisters,  forms  theprind* 
pal  court,  which  is  extremely  beautiful.  Theinside 
of  the  hall  J  which  I  have  just  mentioned,  is  per* 
haps  as  beautiful  as  any  in  the  university.  The 
ceiling  is  adorned  with  highly  fim'sfaed  fret- 
work, and  the  whole  is  fitted  up  with  carved 
work  and  wainscotting.  The  benefactors  to 
this  college  have  been  very  numerous  and  19>ey 
ral.    It  has  also  a  long  fist  of  eminent  mem^ 
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bcrs.  The  gallery,  chapel,  library,  combraation- 
room,  and  other  apartments,  contain  a  great 
number  of  portraits*  This  college  is,  in  every 
respect,  highly  deserving  of  admiration. 

**  From  Emanuel,  we  went  to  Sydney-Sussex. 
This  college  was  primarily  founded  by  Lady 
Frances,  dowager  of  Thomas  Radcliffe,  Earl  of 
Sussex ;  but  the  original  foundation  has  been 
more  than  doubled  by  various  individuals.  The 
chapel  was  not  long  ago  rebuilt  in  an  elegant 
manner ;  it  is  decorated  with  a  fine  painting  of 
the  holy  family.  The  hall  is  an  exceedingly 
handsome  room,  containing  a  gallery  for  music^ 
supported  by  pillars,  and  forming  a  grand  vesti- 
bule ac  the  entrance. 

^  In  the  library  is  a  human  scull,  petrified 
or  rather  incrusted  with  a  hard  sand*stone,  ex- 
cept the  teeth,  which  are  white,  hard,  and  sound, 
and  as  perfect  as  ever.  It  was  found  in  the 
island  of  Crete,  which  is  famous  for  its  petri- 
£aictions,  and  brought  into  England  in  1 627.  It 
was  esteemed  so  great  a  curiosity  that  Charles  I. 
was  desirous  to  see  it ;  and  Dr.  Harvey  was 
accordingly  commissioned  by  the  then  master 
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to  carry  it  to  London  for  hi$  in2yesty'&  m^iei> 
tkui«  It  k  now  broken  and  sone  part  of  it 
k)sr»  In  the  inaster^s  lodgcy  among  other  pos- 
traits,  is  one  of  CromweU>  who  was  odocated  at 
this  college.  It  is  executed  in  crayons,  by 
Cooper,  and  is  much  to  be  admired* 

<<  In  addition  to  the  description  which  I  hare 
given  you  of  the  bufldings  and  principal  cnriosi- 
Ilea  of  ^s  placei  I  might  expatiate  on  its  utility 
as  a  place  of  education^  its  constitmaoaas  apa^ 
tic  body,  and  the  regulations  by  which  good 
order  is -preserved  among  so  large  an  assem^ 
blage  of  persons.  These  obsenradona,  however^ 
do  not  &tt  exactly  within  the  genial  obfect  of 
this  letter,  nor  ought  they,  if  toiidied  upon,  to 
be  treated  slightly,  or  compressed  widiin  90  nar- 
row limits.  With  respect  to  die  number  of 
members  to  which  I  have  alUidcd,  f  thii^  I  can^ 
not  take  a  better  method  of  giving  yon  ix^muu 
tion,  thaiv  by  transcribing  a  tab^  wfaich  weas 
drawu  up  three  or  four  year»  ago,  iu  yrbkh 
you  will  likewise  see  the  relative  magakude,  or 
rather  popuIousaess>  of  the  several  colleges :«»« 
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COLLEGES. 
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♦  Manf  of  the  ^eUoiPrCoaaoii«rt  of  St.  John*<  and  of  Trkity  are 
A.  B. 


**  The  church  of.  St,  Mary  was  built  by  con- 
tribution ;  and  1(3  erection  is  s^d  to  have  been 
continued  from  time  to  dme  during  a  hundred 
years.  It  was  begun  in  1478,  completed,  but 
without  .the  steeple,  in  1519  j  and  the  steeple 
v^g  not  fimshed  before  i^oS, 
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«*  The  Conduit  stands  in  the  front  of  the 
county-hall.  The  water  is  brought  by  an  aque- 
duct,  which  was  made  at  ,the  sole  charge  of 
Thomas  Hobson,  who  was  carrier  between  Lon- 
don and  this  town  in  1614,  The  name  of  this 
benevolent  man  will  always  be  remembered :  ic 
has  entered  into  a  common  proverb;  and 
though  the  occasion  ma^  appear  triffing,  yet  I 
must  regard  it  as  redounding  to  his  honooTj 
since  it  was  the  consequence  of  a  considerate 
disposition  and  worthy  of  the  giver  of  the  Con- 
duit. Hobson  used  to  furnish  the  scholars 
with  horses ;  and  in  this  profession  he  made  ic 
a  fixed  rule  that  every  horse  should  have  an 
lequal  share  of  labour.  With  this  view  he  wouM 
never  let  one  out  of  its  turn ;  and  hence  the 
proverbial  saying : 

Hobson's  cboice :  this  or  none* 


NOTE. 


It  may  be  satisfactorj  to  add  to  the  above»  an  abridged 
account  of  the  chief  officers  and  offices  of  thit  ufiffenxty* 
from  an  authentic  source. 
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CHANCELLOR- 

*  -((  TUs  magistrate  it  the  head  of  the  whole  Univenity»  pre- 
sides over  ^  things^  and  gotenu  all  their  affiurs.    Concern- 
ing  the  brigm  of  the  office  of  chancellor  we  have  no  acc«unt» 
but  probably  it  is  as  anciept  a6  the  University  itself,  as  we 
have  mention  made  of  it  in  some  of  the  oldest  records  an3 
papers.     Formerly ,  before  the  election  of  vice-chanceUorsy 
thr  bhancdloit  themselves  performed  the  duty  of  the  Uni- 
Vetstty  $  th^  were  then  elected  from  among  the  doctors, 
and  their  office  was  annnal^  and  the  election  was  obliged  to 
be  confirmed  by  the  bishop  of  Ely.  -^  But  as  it  was  necessary 
to  repeat  this  confirmation  annually,  it  became  a  Very  labo- 
rious duty,  and  likewise  was  attended  with  great  expence, 
to  omit  mentioning  the  great  inconvenience  such  delay  occa- 
sioned.    In  the  year  1405,  Pope  Boniface  the  9th,  in  tht 
I  ath  year  of  his  reign,  by  his  own  free  will,  and  without 
any  petition  from  the  University,  interdicted  the  authority 
of  the  bishop  of  Ely  and  his  successors  of  confirming  the 
chancellor,  and  resolved  that  the  election  in  future  should  serve 
for  a  confirmation.  — ^  To  which,  the  worthy  bishop  willingly 
consented  ;  and,  that  nothing  might  happen  in  any  way  to 
pi'event  this  resolution,  he  ordained  that  no  chancellor  of  the 
'University  should  hotd  at  the  same  time  any  office  under  the 
biitkop  of  £ly>  atid  ordered  that  the  chancellor  should  not  be 
absent  above  a  month,  and,  during  that  time,  that  he  might 
substitute  whom  he  thought  proper;  and  also,  that  he  should 
VOL.  II.  H  H 
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not  remain  in  his  office  beyond  two»  or,  at  most*  three  yean. 
In  the  year  1504,  the  Univcrrity  findbg  it  troubletome  to 
be  so  frequently  dectiqjp  a  cbaoccUoCt  and  haTiag  tlHt  year 
pitched  upon  a  perscm  wcU  (^lalified  for  the  oSce»  tiz.  Jo* 
seph  Fishjer^  bishop  of  Rochester^  costiaued  him  in  the  office 
for  life,  not  to  hold  his  office  tlurmteviia,  but  liable  to  be 
Kmovcd  at  the  end  of  three  y^^an  as  iorma-ly*  or  contiaoed 
longer,  by  the  ta^t  consfpat  of  the  Uni^enity* 

<«  The  chaAceUor  seals  thrdiplofnas  or  letten  «f  degrees* 
pro^ioQy  &c..givea.in  the  university.  He  is  to  gOTon  the 
univaslty,  being  its  first  niag^rate,  to  preserre  and  de&nd 
its  lights  and  privileges,  to  convoke  assembljph  and  do  jus- 
tice among  the  members  under  hisjurisdi<tian.  He  is  now 
generally  one  of  the  first  nobility :  —  The  first  peoon  of 
honour  who  was  chancellor  was  £udo  de  Zouch,  aon  of 
I^rd  Zouch  of  Haringworth  in  NorthamptonshirCy  descend- 
ed from  the  most  ancient  barons  at  Ashby-dc4a  Zoudi  in 
Leicestershire!  elected  in  the  year  l^g6,  and  20  of  Ridiard  II. 
TLe  chancellor's  court  enjoys  the  sole  jurisdiction^  in  czdu* 
sion  of  the  king's  courtj  over  all  civil  actions  and  suits  what- 
soevcTi  where  a  scholar  or  privileged  poton  it  one  of  tl^ 
parties,  excepting  in  such  caKS  where  the  r^ht  of  frediold 
is.  concerned ;  and  these,  by  the  un^versit^  ohartOi  tbey  are 
at  liberty  ta  try  and  det^nnln^,  oUberacoordi^g  to  Ac 
mon  law  of  the  land,  or  accordii^  to  thdr  otm  boil 
tpnLS|  at  dlscrctioOf 


Digitized 


d  by  Google 


.1  .  .  .       ,  ■  ',^      , 

HMBH  STEWARB. 

**  ITKls  officer  18  cKosen  by  th^  senate,  ^d  Iiolds  his  ol^ce 
hf  patent  from  tlie  university  ^  Kis  busineiu  is  to  assist  the 
chanceUor  and  other  officers,  when  required,  in  the  execution 
of  their  oflices;  and'^to  hear  and  determine  capital  causes,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  the  privileges  oF  the 
university. 

ViCE-CMANCELLOR. 

"  When  the  chancellors  were  chosen  from  tfi4  rfobifity,  of 
£rom  among  persoin  employed  in  state  affairs,  whose  occu* 
p'ations  often  required  their  absence,  it  was  thought  expe- 
dient to  choose  vicars  or  deputies  to  ^ecute  the!r  office,  and 
perform  the  business  of  the  university  during  the  absence  <^ 
the  chancellor;  they  were  called  vice-chancellors i  Hemy 
Stockton  was  the  first  vice-chancellor,  chosen  in  the  year 
141 7,  and  5th  of  Henry  V.  during  the  chancellorship  of 
John  de  Rickendale,  afterwards  bishop  of  Chichester.  They 
aiechoien  yearly  on  the  ^tb  of  Noteoibeft  by  the  body  of 
tfaeookctifCy  ootof  ifwo  persoot  laminated  by  tbebead^of 
homm ;  the  eleoibti  amt  not  take  pljioe  iMtil  twtflftyrfoait 
h&^  Inrwr  dapsed  dber  a  taeaacyv  ner  oaa  tin  meHsfaal^ 
bdkr  remain  (n  hit  oflbe^abef«»4  yett.  ^-la  the  year  i^if^ 
Bf*  Ca^cott  W9M  chorea  viocKdMuicdiMf  while  he  wai  aifly^^ 
fielbw  ofTria^  eeiltgpB;  bafaab  wdt  was  ma^e  at  that  tm^ 
aatelill  eonttnika»  A^r.^  krthe  Ikat  tar  c^m^  aoatf  h«r 
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heads  of  houses  should  be  chosen  tke-chancdlors/  H& 
proper  office  is  to  execute  the  chanocDoifs  authority  j  to  go- 
▼crn  thcunivcnity  according  to  its  sututes ;  to  see  that  ofi- 
ccrs  and  students  do  their  duty ;  that  couiU  be  duly  called* 
and  to  manage  an  business  in  the  absence  of  the  diancdkr  s 
he  cannot  be  absent. from  the  university  abotc  fifteen  days 
together, 

COMMISSARY. 

<<  The  commissary  is  an  offcer  under  the  diancdbr 
(much  the  same  as  a  recorder  is  to  a  mayor  or  the  chancellor 
of  a  diocese  to  a  bishop)  ;  he  is  an  assistant  or  assessor  to  the 
^xcc-chanceDor  in  his  court :  —  hcl  also  holds  a  court  of  re- 
cord for  all  privileged  persons  and  scholars  under  the  degree 
^roaster  of  arts»  where  all  causes  are  tried  and  determined 
by  the  civil  and  statute  law,  and  by  the  custom  of  the  uni- 
versity. 

PROCTORS. 

"  Are  t#o  ofkers  chosen  annually  from  the  regent  Boa- 
ters of  arU  on  the  loth  of  October:  they  are  called  proctorty 
from  their  mans^ng  {procuiandis)  the  alEm  andbusiaettof 
4tt  university,  and  also  rectors  firom  tfaeiir  iupoiofeeDdingor 
^cniing  (regendts)  the  sd^ok-^  Their  duty  is  to  attend 
i<rvthe  disoifdint;  and  behaviour  of  the  bachdon  and  undct^ 
gftduttes;  to  keep  g»od  order  in  the  university  I  t^assiitia 
the  bufinest  of  the  schools  s  appoittiog  the  days  Ardosnta^ 
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tjonsy  axkd  detemioing  the  manner  of  them  :  formerly*  thef 
fuperiatended  the  daily  exerciKS  themselves,  but  this  Is,  novjr 
performed  by  their  deputies  the  moderators;  it  is,  howeycr, 
their  business,  to  see  the  exercises  daily  and  regularly  per- 
formed  during  the  term;  to  read  the  graces  in  the  senate 
house ;  to  attend  at  taking  up  degrees,  and  to  take  the  votes 
in  the  white  hood  house ;  and,  lastly,  to  punish  all  violators 
of  the  statutes  of  the  university. 

TAXORS. 

'<  The  tazatores,  tazers,  ortaxors,  in  this  university,  (so 
called  horn  taxing,  prizing  or  rating  the  rents  of  houses,) 
were  first  appointed  to  regulate  the  price  of  the  lodgings  of 
the  students,  the  exorbitant  charges  of  the  townsmen  reo* 
dering  an  interposition  absolutely  necessary;  and  the  stu- 
dents, wearied  with  their  exactions,  had  threatened  to  seeli 
for  a  place  where  they  might  be  accommodated  on  more  rea* 
sonable  ^erms ;  and  as  colleges  and  halls  were  not  as  yet  in 
existence,  no  alternative  would  have  remained. 

''  They  are  cho^n  in  like  manner  and  at  the  ^m?  time 
with  the  proctors :  they  are  clerks  of  the  market,  haye  cog- 
nizance of  weights,  fnd  overlook  the  gage  of  measure^ 
especially  such  as  concern  the  diet  of  the  students. 

MODERATORS. 

•'  Are  appointed  and  paid  by  the  proctors  z  'acting  as 
fbetr  suUtitutes  ttd  assistants.— They  superintend  the  ex« 
WH3 
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trctses  and  disputstioni  of  tlie  qtiettioniatB  in  pfcilMophyi 
1^  the  cxaminatioiit  prefious  to  t1|e  degree  of  bachdor 

of  arts. 

SCRUTATORS. 

"  Tl^ese  are  two  qfficers  chosen  annually  from  among  the 
non^regents :  they  ait  so  called  from  tcnUioizing  or  search^ 
ing  into  the  opinions  and  votes  of  the  non-regents.  —  They 
also  read  the  graees  in  the  black  hood  or  noq-regent  horxx, 
to  which  they  always  belong. 

THE  PUBLIC  ORATOR. 

*«  This  office  was  instituted  by  Nigcllus  Thonxdon,  a 
physician  $it  Cambridge,  in  the  year  1511,  who  granted  to 
the  university  for  its  support,  some  tenements  in  Sfaoemaker-s 
row.  —  The  orator  is  choseq  for  life :  his  s^pend  U  very 
small,  being  but  40  s.  peranum,  exclusive  pf  fees  and  per- 
quisites ;  but  t^e  office  is  esteemed  one  of  the  highest  ho* 
nours  within  ;he  university.  His  duty  is|  to  present  noble- 
men to  their  degreeS)  and  write  the  univer%i(j  lettenb  be. 
whose  voice  he  is  upon  all  public  occasions. 

THE  CAf  UT. 

'^  The  vice-chanceBor,  a  dkK:tor  of  divintty«  a  dpctor  of 
laws^  a  doctor  of  phy^ig*  4  Kgent  x^f^cf  of  arts,  aotd  «  um* 
r^eat  master  of  artsi  fora  tbe  caput*    Ti^y  an  tfi  9QWito 
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aad  detdtaiDe  wlun  gmoes  are  praper  to  he  bKxigbt  bchrc 
tbo  Ufuvcrshf,  ami  tfaek  mmsber  hat  a  rfcgsiuve  vote.  The 
etput  aro  dcAcd  in  tke  following  napoer :  ^Ofi  rhe  12th 
of  OSkAm,  the  VMB^cfaanoenory  heads  of  t^lkgei,  (or  their 
i^ifKiimiwesy)  dador»  in  dtvmkyi  biw»  aad  phyeict  the 
pfofton,  and  the  tcmtatort,  meet  in  the  seiiatefbouic  at 
oae  ifo)»ek  in  tiie  afternoon.  The  vice^chapceUor  writet 
down  A«f  Qameif  tI^u  4  doftor  ^f  divmity,.  a  doctor  of 
lawt^  a  doctor  of  pliyfic,  a  non-rogeut  nubter  of  arts^ 
aad  ^  te|pfat  matter  of  arts :  each  of  t^^  proctors  writo 
dowA  4lA  five  other  oemes;  and  out  of  these  filtcen, 
the  vice-chancellor^  heads»  d9f|tQVSr  and  %L*rutator%  elect 
ive^  Jz  haf  he^  ^s^al  to  elect,  those  wh90i  the  vice-chan« 
ceUor  has  nomiaated*  £ach  jersoo  is  to  elect  one  of  the 
three  aomiftated  fqor  each  faculty^  If  tl^ere  be  an  equality 
of  votes  for  one  or  more  of  any  &culty^  the  e)ectioa  of  the 
persoBS  bcloags  to  the  v^e-chanccUor  aad  the  two  pnxrtors 
piia^^at»  OS  the  aiajopty  of  theaia  of  whicl^  t^^  vjce-chancel* 
lor  nmi  be  one.  No  gr^^e  cao  bt  oSered  to  tbf  sea«tc»  as 
we  have  ah'c^dy  observed,  M(}uch  has  not  been  ijaaouaously 
approved  of  by  the  caput,  any  member  of  which  may  reject 
itf  without  assigning  any  reason  for  his  conduct. 

SENATE. 

*^  By  the  senate  is  meant  all  the  doctors  and  master^  of 

arts  in  the  university,  who  have  their  names  on  the  boards 

of  their  college :  masters  of  arts  are  those  who,  in  Italy  and 

in  other  foreign  universities,  are  denominated  doctors  of  arti. 
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The  Mnite  is  diTided  into  two  bodies  or  housct.  ift^Thoie 
who  have  not  been  A.  M.  five  year^  and  are  cdkd  ngcnts»- 
because  (regent)  they  govern  by  their  nod  or  vote^  aad  like* 
wife  white-hoods,  firom  their  hoods  being  liiied  with  winte  sUu 
These  occupy  the  upper,  or  east  end  of  the  seaate^Knise^ 
next  to  the  vioedianodlor^t  ch»ir»  wUdi  is  cdkd  the  Re* 
gentV House*  •  2d.  The  non-regents  or  bkdL-hoods  (their 
hoods  bdng^now  fined  with  Uack  in  (tlace  of  white)  are 
those  who  have  taken  their  master  of  arts^  degree  five  years 
or  upwards,  iint3  they  take  a  doctor's  degree  i»  aay  Canity. 
The  non-regent's  home  is  at  the  lower  or  urett  end  of  the 
•eoate-honse.  AU  doctors  have  a  right  of  voting  in  which 
house  they  please,  upon  eveiy  question  $  and  cither  house  in 
competent  to  reject  a  question  Some  questions  afe  deter- 
mined by  the  body  coUective,  as  the  choice  of  members  of 
parliament.  In  the  senate-house  the  elections  of  all  the  ofi-p^ 
cers  of  the  university  take  place,  the  appointmenu  of  the 
magistrates,  the  admissions  to  degrees,  congregations,  and 
consuhatioitt  upon  important  matten  by  the  senate,  and  by 
a  statute  of  the  university,  no  language  is  to  be  ipoketi 
^reia  but  Latin. 
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UTTER    XXX. 


Cambridge  J  Octcber  1798. 
J?  noM  a  liberal  and  enlightened  mind 
like  yours,  my  dear  Baron,  I  anticipated  appro- 
bation fespecting  the  account  I  had  given  you 
of  the  tovn  and  university,  from  vrhence  I  still 
Ukrrite ;  and  I  eagerly  seize  the  opportunity  vith 
which  I  am  presented,  of  complying  with  yotir 
request,  of  devoting  a  letter  to  Oxford,  as  It 
can  never  be  out  of  place  or  time  to  oblige  a 
friend.  From  the  same  channel  that  I  derived 
part  of  my  desaiption  of  Cambridge,  I  was 
favoured,  as  I  told  you,  with  that  of  the  sister- 
$eat  of  the  Muses }  and  as  i  can  rely  on  the 
^delity  wifh  whidi  the  tour  is  drawn,  it  will. 
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I  trust,  gratify  you,  and,  at  the  same  time,  give 
a  kind  of  completeness  to  this  part  of  our  cor- 
respondence. 

It  is  Battering  to  the  feelings  of  an  English- 
man, to  find  that  our  universities  are  so  highly 
esteemed  on  the  confinent ';  and  when  the  time 
arrives,  for  which  I  incessantly  breathe  my 
prayers,  that  will  permit  you  to  visit  England^ 
I  am  certain  that  the  banks  of  the  Isis  and  the 
Granta  will  furnish  some  of  your  highest  4nen- 
tal  delights.  ,  • . 

But,  without  farther  pref^?,  J.shaH-  convey 
you  to  Oxford,  and,  *^  leaping  the  ^lace  bo- 
tw?en,\'  transfer  yyu  to  the  guidance  of  mj 
friend,,  who,  I  venture  to  promise,  will  be  h^ppy 
to  m^e  the  same  tour  with  you  in  person>  as 
he  PQW  does  in  description.  And  .may  restored 
happi»e5$j  wd  the  renovated  health  which  must 
^.produ^e^it,  shew  him  itp  you,  at  t^at  period, 
.  and  foy  many  an  after  year,  in  the  fullness  of 
hi?  powers  and  ei\jaym^nt^^.  literary  ;md  social ! 

.  •, «'  Tk^  antijiiiiy  of  this  place  i^  w  gf«?tf  ^^ 
to  defy  ^vest^guitiqRi,  cy«ji  iff^  t|ie  t?flws  of -tlie 
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tncicAt  BtUoaSt  it  appears  Co  have  bew  <;oD8e- 
crated  to  the  mttee8«  From  m  delightful  sicui. 
ttjofl*  At  RoQHUia  g^ve  it  the  name  of  3elIo9h 
turn  ^,  aii4  aiter  they  «bwdo&ed  this  isla^d»  it 
graduaU;  becaitie  the  seat  of  leia'mng,  a^d  the 
refikfft  of  all  who  wishi^  to  obtdhi  ^stinction  in 
the  impte  field  of  intellectusd  endowtoei^.  Cer« 
tain  it  is,  thati  before  the  time  of  Alfred  the 
Gre^c,  Midents  resorted  hither  ;  but  that  wise 
and  excellent  prince  gave  it  a  stability  and  repu- 
t^tion^  as  a  university^  which  has  since  been 
constwtly  increasing,  with  little  interruption. 
It  is*  probable,  indeed,  that  Alfred  was  the  first 
who  mtde  any  endowments  here  for  th^  encou* 
rsgomrat  of  students^  and  we  know  that  he 
erected  cert^un  sdiools  or  halls  for  their  acoomi- 
modation;  but  we  cannot  allow  him  to  have 
been  the  Ibuoder  of  this  seat  of  learning,  in  the 
lUH  vceptatioa  of  the  term* 


^'  **Tt€  modeitt  ntme,  Oxford,  8ccxn«  a  corruption  of 
Qusc^y-fordj  or  tfaie  Ford  over  tbc^Quie,  a  common  uf^m^ 
for  rivers;  or  it  may  be  dcriTcd  from  Oscney  Abbey,  whic 
nppd  here.** 
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'<  In  this  city  Henry.  I.  built  a  palace,  on  a 
sfiot  called  Beaumcmt)  in  the  western  part  of  the 
city,  of  which  some  remains  are  still  visible; 
and  here  Richard  Ccsur  de  Lion  was  bom* 
The  principal  monastic  estabHshmenu  at  Ox* 
ford  were  St.  Frldes\(4de's  and  Oseney  Abbies. 
Qn  the-dissolution  of  the  religious  houses,  Henry 
VIIL  in  1542,  converted  Oxford  into  a  see, 
extending  over  the  county^  which  formerly  was 
included  in  the  diocese  of  I  Jncoln. 

*'  The  amenity  of  the  situation  of  Oxford  is 
confessedly  great.  Towards  the  north  it  opens 
to  a  rich  champaign  track ;  on  the  other  ade, 
it  is  environed  by  meadows  and  rirers.  It  stands 
oik  a  gentle  eminence,  gradually  rising  from  tbt 
meadows  in  a  gravelly  soil,  which  considerably 
adds  to  its  salubrity. 

*'  The  greatest  inconvenience  that  attends  it, 
is  the  frequent  overflowing  of  the  rivers,  which 
sometimes  occasions  an  unpleasant  smell,  but 
seldom  reaches  any  of  the  buildings.  Towards 
thp  east  and  west,  hills  rise  at  a  moderate. dis- 
tance^ and  while  they  bounds  serve  also  to  di« 
versify  the  prospect. 
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<«  Setting  out  from  the  Bear  Inn,  attended  by 
and  old  ckerone^  6rst  visited  Christ-church,  the 
most  magnificent  and  extensive  college  in  the  uni* 
versity.  It  was  founded  byCardinal  Wolsey,  on 
the  site  of  the  priory  of  St^  Frideswide,  and  soaie 
odier  ,i;eligious  houses,  which  had  been  dissolv* 
ed.  The  original  design  was  a  grand  one,  an4 
not  ui\#Qrthy  of  the  munificent  but  ambitious 
WoUey ;  but  it  was  bi  from  being  completed 
at  the  time  of  his  disgrace^  which  happened  ia 
1529.  On  this,  Henry  Vlll.  seized  on  the 
college  among  the  other  estates  of  the  cardinal ; 
but  at  the  instigation  of  Lord  Crprnwell  comi- 
nued  the  design,  though  on  a  contracted  scale, 
compared  to  the  intention  of  the  original  founder 
grand  as  it  unquestionably  is,  when  viewed  ia  its 
f^ll  extent, 

«<  This  foundation  consists  of  a  deaa,  eigh| 
canons,  one  hundred  and  one  students^  a  consider 
rable  part  of  whom  are  elected  annually  from 
Westminster  schopl,  and  the  other  occasional 
vacancies  filled  up  by  the  dean  and  canons.  Beir 
sides  there  are  eight  chaplains,  eight  singix^ 
men,  the  same  number  of  choiristers,  a.  schoolr 
master,  and  an  organist. 
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*♦  6hfi8t*chwch  conshtJ  of  fotrt*  equates  or 
Uottres,  the  gteit  quadrangle,  t*e<k\*rater-«qtaare, 
Caiiterbury-cotrft,  and  the  chicptA?ii*!r  cdttrt. 

««"  The  teest  front  of  the  great  qiildringle  is 
three  hnii^red  and  eighfy-t\fro  feet  ifi  length, 
terminatfng  at  eaeh  extremity  ti^ith  turrets.  In' 
the  cetrtte,  over  the  gate.w4y,  rises  a  beautiful 
l<]h;rer,  erected  by  Dr.  Fefl,  from  a  deslgtt  dfSit 
Christopher  Wren ;  in  which  hangs  thd  great 
bell,  called  Tom,  whose  warning  voice,  at  nine 
o'clock  m  the  ercning,  is  the  rfgtiaJ  fof  the 
students  to  repait  to  their  respective  coBeges. 
The  statue  of  Cardinal  Wofeey,  m  Ac  soudi* 
east  angle  of  this  grand  court,  is  justly  admired, 
ind  has  a  deserved  place. 

«  The  hall  occupies  a  very  considerable  por* 
don  of  the  south-side  of  the  quadrangle.  The 
nscent  to  it  is  by  a  spacious  stone,  stair-case,  with 
n  very  beautiful  roof  qf  the  same  materials  sup- 
ported by  one  slender  pillar  of  the  most  striking 
yrc^ortion.  On  ent^ing  the  hall  we  trerte 
flfied  wkh  admiration  at  its  grandeur  and  <E*- 
menstons.  The  roof  is  framed  of  tiaabet  toptl 
iogemouely  wrought^  and  in  the  cornice  are  mt« 
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mero^s  compartiii^ts  .embellished  with  coats 
of  amu  carved  and  blazpned  ia  their  proper 
colours. 

"  At  the  farther  e?ctreniity  js  an  ascent  of  three 
st^s  which  rua  the  whole  breadth,  and  here 
isphcedi^  high^lf}e^^.  Round  the  halU  iaa 
do.uble  f owj  are  suspended  the  portraits  of  some 
of  the  great  men  who  have  received  their  educa- 
tion herf  9  or  have  b^en  distinguished  as  bene- 
factors to  the  cojlege^  besides  some  capital  busts. 
Among  the  rest  we  recognized  a  full  ie^og^h  of 
Henry  VIIL  and  at  no  great  distance  Cardinal 
Wolsey  in  profile,  to  conceal  the  defect  in:  one 
of  his  eyes.  The  pictures  are  too  numerous  to 
meBtion.  They  are  chiefly  bishops,  ministers 
of  stal^  and  judges* 

^'  The  east  and  north  sides  of  this  (jjijadran^e 
are  occupied  with  the  dean's  and  some  of  the 
canons'  lodgings.  A  grand  terrace-walk  sur- 
rounds the  sq^oarct  and  in  its  centre  is  a  bapn^ 
fountain,  and  leaien  Mercury,  rather  too  di- 
ninutive  jta  reflect  lustre  on  the  acoompa^ 
ments, 

'^  Thripui^h  a  gateway  at  die  north- cast  cor« 
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ncr  enter  Peckwater-8quare>  the  deSga  of  which 
confers  immortal  honour  on  Dean  Aldrich. 
Three  sides  of  this  square  are  uniform,  each 
containing  fifteen  windows  in  front.  The  lower 
story  is  rustic,  the  second  and  attic  are  the 
height  and  dimensions  of  the  Ionic  order.  Orer 
the  five  central  windows  in  each  side  is  a  pro- 
jectbg  pediment  raised  on  colunms  of  the  same 
order,  while  Ionic  pilasters  support  the  entabia- 
tare  and  balustrade  of  the  other  parts. 

^^  The  south  side  of  this  square  is  occupied 
by  a  noble  library  of  the  Corinthian  order,  one 
hundred  and  forty-one  feet  long.  In  its  onui- 
ments  as  well  as  furniture  it  is  a  suitable  appen- 
dage to  such  a  magnificent  ifoundacton.  The 
book-cases  and  the  stucco-work  are  highly  finish- 
ed. Here  also  is  deposited  the  £unous  coIlec«» 
tioii  6f  pictures  presented  to  the  university  by 
(General  Guise;  several  of  which  are  by  the 
very  first  masters.  We  enumerate  a  few  which 
struck  us  most.  The  flight  into  £^t,  by 
Ouido  Reni.  A  fine  portrait  of  a  person  un- 
known, hf  Titian.  Two  nativities,  by  the  same. 
Jesus  embracing  John,  by  RapbaeL   Amivntj^ 
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bythe  samcEricthonius  delivered  for  his  education 
to  the  Nymphs,  by  Salvator  Rosa.  Venus  and  Cu*^ 
pid,  by  Titian.  St.  Francis  in  a  trance,  supported 
by  angeld,  by  Annibal  Caracd.  A  Medusa's 
head,  vtty  expressive,  by  Rubens.  A  painting 
of  an  altar,  with  figures,  by  Corregio ;  and  the 
fatnily  of  the  Caracci,  in  the  character  of 
butchers  engaged  in  their  shop,  by  Annibal 
Caracci.  The  figure  of  the  old  grenadier  who 
is  paying  for  a  bit  of  meat  is  inimitably  fine. 
Indeed  the  whole  picture  would  do  hoiiour  to 
any  collection.  Some  of  these  paintings  for- 
merly belonged  to  Charles  I.  a  prince  who,  it  is 
universally  allowed,  had  a  very  correct  taste  in 
At  fine  arts; 

"  Ftom  Peckwatcr-ccurt  entered  Canterbury 
square,  a  modem  erection  with  a  superb  gate* 
way)  but  it  appears  diminutive  after  what  wc 
seen  before,  though  highly  elegant. 

"  The  king  is  visiter  of  Christ-church  col- 
lege }  and  here  a  great  number  of  otir  patrician 
youths  receive  theif  education. 

**  Havinjt  notic*l  the  principal  beauties  of 
this  superb  college^  to  which  few  royal  palaces 
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fan  be  compared,  we  paid  a  visit  to  the  churchy 
in^hich  i^  aho  the  cathedral  of  the  diocescy 
foid  still  more  famous  for  haiing  belon^^  to 
St.  Ff ideswide's-abbey.  In  an  aisle  on  the 
north-side  of  the  diorr  is  the  shrine  of  St#  Frides- 
wide,  who  died  in  739.  It  is  still  in  good  {Nre- 
lervation.  Several  of  the  painted  windows  are 
worthy  of  observation,  particularly  one  which 
represents  St.  Peter  delivered  out  of  prison  by 
the  angel. 

^'  In  this  venerable  pile  are  several  andent 
monuments  and  some  modem  ones,  not  kaa 
remarkable  for  beauty  of  structure  th^a  the 
^egance  of  their  inscriptions. 

*^  Took  a  perambulation  in  Christ-dujrdi 
meadow*  The  spacious  gravet-walk^  shaded 
i^th  embowering  elms  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
in  length,  a  not  only  the  promemde  of  the 
gentlemen  of  the  college,  but  of  many  of  tte 
citizens.  In  summer  it  is  delightful  j  bat  the 
mundation  of  the  Isis  over  the  adjacent  ^juea* 
dows  renders  it  unpleasan|,  and  perhoqps  insalu- 
brious* at  some  seasons  of  the  year^ 
;^^^  After  din^iei  at  our  iwi,-  saljii?d  Out  to  see- 
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trtore  cuHo^tifs  $  and  as  the  aftet?iodn  was  very 
in^dflg,  resolved  not  to  spend  it  wholly  in  vi* 
titiflg  btiilciingS)  but  to  vary  our  delights.  In 
out  ttray  dowA  tlie  High-street  our  attention 
^vas  attrsftfed  by  University  college,  whose  mag* 
tiific^t  ffont^  two  hundred  and  sixty  ftet  long^ 
tanges  with  the  street. 

'  <*  Oa  the  site  of  this,  Alfred  the  Great,  in 
S;^2y  erected  several  halls  and  settled  small  pern 
4^oii$fb]f  the  use  of  students  i  but  these  in  coutse 
of  timebeing  alienate^  and  the  pensions  sup 
pressed^  Wtiliam,  arcbdeah  of  Durham,  founded 
e  college  with  a  small  endowment  as  early  as 
1219*  Subsequent  benefactors  have  enlarged 
Jt ;  and  the  sodf ty  now  cbasists  of  a  master^ 
iwelVe  fellows,  seventeen  scholars,  and  various 
Independent  atuden^e^ 

<^  The  present  handsome  structure  Was  he* 
gun  in  1634,  and  completed  at  the  expence  of 
several  public»spirited  gentlemen*  It  consists  of 
two  courts,  widi  two  pc^tak  opening  firotja  the 
stre6t5  and  a  turret  over  each/  The  west  portal 
conducts  to  a  well-built  gothic  quadrangle  of 
one  htUated  feet  square* 
IX  a 
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^^  The  chapel  and  ihall  occupy  part  of  the 
western  quadrangle.  The  windows  of  the  for- 
mer are  composed  of  finely^psunted  glaiss,  pard- 
i:ularly  i^at  over  the  altar.  At  the  entrance  of 
the  hall,  which  is  a  very  handsome  apartment  of 
the  kiod>  is  a  statue  of  AUred  very  a{^ro- 
priately  situated. 

*'  Some  of  our  party  being  now  anzions  to 
see  the  Physic  Gardens,  as  they  are  called,  wt 
proceeded  down  the  street  for  that  purpose. 
•This  valuable  repository  of  vegetable  beauty  is 
situated  near  Magdalen  bridge  over  the  Cber> 
well,  and  challenges  the  admiration  of  every 
Jover  of  botany. 

"  It  wasfounded  by  Henry  Earl  of  Danby» 
who  purchased  five  acres  of  ground  and  sur- 
rounded them  with  a  lofty  waU,  which  still 
^remains. 

'^  Passing  through  a  small  gate  with  iroa 
palisades  ranging  with  the  street,  we  came  to 
tthe  portal  of  the  gardens,  an. elegant  piece  of 
architecture,  from  a  design  of  Inigo  Jones.  la 
the  centre  .over  the  archway  is  a  bust  of  the 
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founder,  aod  on  each  side  a  statue  of  Charles  I. 
and  Charles  IL 

"  The  garden  is  divided  into  two  parts,  with 
a  dipt  yew  hedge  and  a  broad  gravel  walk  run« 
ing  down  the  middle.  Each  part  again  is  sub- 
divided into  two  more.  In  one  quarter  we  fin4 
indigenous  plants,  in  another  exotics,  all  scienti* 
fically  arranged,  with  the  names  painted  oa 
^hort  stakes,  which  very  much  tends  to  facili- 
tate {be  acc^uisition  of  this  enchanting  .science 
Under  the  south  wall  is  a  considerable  number 
of  AlpUie  plants,  that  r^equire  a  shady  situation} 
and  on  the  same  ^d^  is  a  long  trough  ^led  witb 
aquatics^  and  properly  si^plieil  with  water  by 
means  of  a  pump*  ^ 

^'  Near,  the  entrance,  on  each  sid^  is  a  green* 
]iouse,  erected  for  tender  exotics,  of  whi^h  we 
found  many  curious  specimens;  asiul  on  the 
east  of  the  garden,  without  the  walls,  is  a  small 
but  excellent  hot-house,  in  which  tender  trc^i« 
cal  plants  are  reared.  Among  other  curiosities 
we  noticed  here  the  anana  or  pine-apple,  the  cof» 
fce-shxub,  the  caper^tree,  the  cinnamon,  and  thf 
piaintain. 
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'«  The  lecture-room  stands  on  the  left  of  the 
entrance,  and  is  extremely  well  adapted  for  the 
purpose.  Ill  presses  are  deposited  an  immense 
bortus  siccuSi  the  collection  of  Dillenius  and 
6thers,  and  many  curious  ^nd  valuable  books 
6n  the  science  of  botany. 

^  Dr*  Sherrard  was  a  liberal  benefactor  to 
fhis  institutioh  j  aftd  the  late  professor  Dr.  John 
Sibthorp,  who  travelled  in  the  Grecian  Islands 
And  Asia  Minor,  \rith  abilities  in  the  science  of 
botany  which  few  could  surpass,  and  an  enthu- 
SfeUtic  love  for  its  cultivation,  considerably  in^ 
ereascd  the  vegetable  treasures  here,  and  left 
tihple  funds  for  the  publication  of  his  Flora 
Cracay  which  will  do  honour  t^  his  memory  2nd 
WScoufttry. 

"  Leaviiig  this  Ely sJan"  spot  we  passed  Boul* 
ler's  Alnis-houses  in  our  ^sry  to  Heddlngton,  ^ 
delightful  village  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  td  the 
east  of  6xford.  The  air  is  reckoned  so  Salu* 
brious  hete,  tlhat  invalids  and  convalescents  ar* 
frequently  recommended  to  breathe  it,  and  se- 
veral citiiens  of  easy  fortune  have  built  country- 
houses  for  their  occasional  retirement. 
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««  The  sun  was  now  sinking  in  the  west,  and 
his  beams  gilding  the  lofty  turrets  of  the  univer- 
sity on  which  we  were  looking  down,  furnished 
a  prbspect  which,  for  beauty  and  sublimity,  can 
scarcely  be  excelled. 

*•  Returning  to  our  quarters  we  found  a  card 
from  a  gentleman  of  the  university  to  invite  us 
to  sup  with  him  at  his  rooms ;  and  after  spend* 
ing  an  attic  and  sociable  evening  we  retired  to 
rest,  resolving  to  continue  our  tour  next  morn* 
SDg,  which  fortunately  happened  to  be  the  day 
of  the  commemoration  of  founders  and  beneftic* 
tors. 

**  The  morning  being  as  favourable  as  heart 
could  wish,  we  sallied  out  and  inspected 
Radcliffe'g  magnificent  library.  It  stands 
in  the  centre  of  a  spacious  area,  surrounded 
with  public  buildings,  and  was  erected  at  the 
expence  of  the  munificent  gentleman  whose 
nsune  it  bears,  who  left  40^000 1.  for  this  pur* 
pose,  150I.  per  annum  for  a  librariw,  looK 
yearly  to  purchase  books,  and  the  same  sum  to 
Iteep  the  building  in  repair. 

f '  The  basement,  which  is  rustic,  is  one  hun- 
1x4 


Digitized 


by  Google 


488  GLEANINGS  IN  £NGLAND< 

dred  feet  in  diameter,  composed  of  sixteeu 
Sides ;  every  square  being  distinguished  by  its 
projection  and  a  pediment,  forming  a  gat€;way« 
On  this  base  is  raised  a  cylindrical  edi&ce, 
adorned  with  three  quarter  columns  of  the  Co- 
rinthian order,  arranged  in  couplets,  between 
which  is  an  alternation  of  windows  and  mcheSt 
the  whole  circumference.  The  entablature  is 
highly  finished,  and  over  it  is  a  balustrade 
finished  with  vases«  ^bove  h  a  cupola  si^tj 
feet  in  height. 

^^  Two  Roman  candlesticks  of  marble,  foun4 
in  the  ruins  of  the  Emperor  Adrian's  palace  a( 
Tivdi,  are  a  real  ornament  to  the  place.  They 
are  of  great  magnitude,  and  most  curious  workr 
manship,  though  not  corresponding. 

*^  After  taking  a  view  of  the  beautiful  sur- 
rounding country  from  the  leaden  roof,  we  de^f 
scended  and  entered  Braze-nose  College,  wluch 
forms  the  western  side  of  the  square. 

*<  It  was  founded  in  1509  by  the  united  Ur 
berality  of  William  Smith  Bishop  of  lincolxit 
and  Sir  Richard  Sutton,  Knight  of  Presbury,  ii^ 
Cheshire,  on  the  site  of  two  xnore  anp^t  Mi 
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mhiaries  of  learning,  Brazen-nosc  and  Little 
Univcr$ity.hall$. 

<^  The  first  quadrangle  is  of  good  proportion, 
;i^orned  in  its  centre  with  a  statue  of  Cain  and 
Abel.  The  refectory  on  the  south  side  is  a 
spacious  apartment,  containing  some  portraits 
and  paintings  on  glass  of  the  founders.  Over 
the  door  is  an  ancient  bust  of  Alfred  the  Great^ 
reckoned  a  good  likeness  of  that  illustrious 
prince,  and  another  of  John  Eregina,  a  native 
of  Scotland,  and  the  first  lecturer  in  University- 
liall. 

^<  The  second  quadrangle  is  adorned  with  the 
library,  on  the  east-side,  and  the  chapel  on  the 
^utb,  both  modern  edifices,  from;a.  design  of 
Sir  Christopher  Wren. 

^^  The  society  is  composed  of  a  principal^ 
twenty  fellows,  thirty-two  scholars,  and  tea 
exhibitioners.  The  number  of  independent 
members  is  very  considerable.  The  visiter  is 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

<«  Crosabg  over  to  the  other  side  of  the 
square,  visited  AU-soul's  College,  a  superb  and 
t«2»utifui  edifice,  founded  by  Dr.  Henry  Chi- 
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chele,  a  native  of  HIgham  Ferrers,  in  Nor^ 
thamptonshire,  afterwards  one  of  the  fellows  on 
William  of  Wykeham's  foundation  at  Oxford^ 
and,  by  successive  preferments,  Archbishop  <^ 
Canterbury. 

'^  The  foundation  of  this,  college  was  laid  ia 
1437,  under  the  title  of  *  the  College  of  the 
6ouIs  of  all  faithful  people  deceased  at  Oxford/ 
The  endowments  of  Chichele  were  ample  ;  but 
subsequent  benefactors  have  not  only  highly 
improved  the  building,  but  increased  the  re* 
venues,  and  enlarged  the  society. 

**  All-soul's  college  consists  of  two  courts* 
The  old  court,  which  has  the  h%h-street  on 
the  south,  and  the  chapel  on  the  north,  is  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  feet  long,  jd^l  seventy- 
two  broad.  In  this  quadrangle  is  a  curious 
dial,  by  Sir  Christopher  Wren,  which  show% 
the  minutes  of  the  hour. 

**  The  grand  court  lies  behind  tfaelbrmerj 
and,  indeed,  deserved  to'  have  been  first  ik>» 
ticed.  It  11  6ae  hundred  aikl  seVenty^two  feet 
long,  and  6ne  hundred  and  fifty-five  brond; 
having  the  Ubrary  bnP  t)ie  nortb>  the  hall  an4 
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thapel  on  the  south,  a  cloister  on  the  west,  and 
the  comrtion  room  on  the  east.  The  whole  is 
light  and  cheerful ;  and  the  two  gothic  towers 
gre  in  the  highest  style  of  architectural  beauty* 

^  The  chapel  is  a  fine  and  spacious  building. 
The  altar-piece  is  of  clouded  marble,  and  over 
it  the  apotheosis  of  the  founder,  painted  by  Sir 
James  Thomhill.  Over  the  communion-table 
is  a  charming  picture,  by  Mengs,  representing 
our  Saviour's  first  appearance  to  Mary  Magda- 
lene, after  his  ressurrection.  It  is  impossible 
to  contemplate  this  piece  without  rapture  aUd 
^evodonal  emotions^ 

^*  The  new  Kbrary  is  equal  to  any  thing  of 
the  Idnd)  being  two  hundred  feet  long,  thirty 
broad,  and  forty  high.  In  this  magtuficetit  gak 
kry  arc  two  gfsind  ranges  of  book^casts>  one 
above  the  other^  silpported  by  doric  and  ionic 
pilasiers, 

t  ^^  Hie  hall  Is  a  noble  rootti,  adorned  witb 
pcmi^ts  of  Archbishop  Cbichete,  Colonel  Co^ 
dringtoo,  and  Sir  Natharti-1  Lbyd,  with  other 
bdsts  and  paintings,  besic!l«es  a  statue  in  honour 
of  that  great  luiiAiary  of  the  law,  Judge  Bhck* 
stone. 
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*'  The  celebration  of  the  Mallard,  on  the 
14th  of  January  every  year,  is  attended  with 
mirth  and  festivity  to  the  members.  It  is  im 
remembrance  of  a  mallard  of  uncommon  size^ 
which,  having  long  ranged  in  a  drain  or  sewer, 
was  found  on  digging  for  the  foundation  of  the 
college.  The  fact  is  well  authenticated,  and  a 
pleasant  old  song  is  always  sung  on  the  occa- 
sion. 

<<  The  members  of  All-soul's  are  a  warden^ 
forty-fellows,  two  chaplains,  six  clerks  and 
choiristers.  The  fellows  are  generally  persona 
of  family  and  fortune :  hence  it  is  reckoned 
honourable  to  rank  among  them.  A  consider^ 
^le  number  of  them  are  at  liberty  to  follow 
what  prt^essicm  they  please ;  but  law  and  di» 
winity  are  the  prevalent  objects.  The  Arcbbu 
shop  of  Canterbury  is  visiter  of  the  society, 

'^  In  a  line  with  this,  and  opposite  to  the 
gate  of  the  schools,  stands  Hertford  coU^e, 
consisting  of  a  single  eowt,  r^wlt  since  the 
middle  of .  this  century.  T1|e  entii^e  plan  :is  fat 
from  being  completed,  and  the  college  is  so 
scantily  endowed^  that  it  maintains  <mly  a  pvin. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


OL£AKIKGS  IN  ENGXAKD.  495 

cipalj  two  senior  fdlows,  some  junior  fellows, 
or  assistants,  and  other  subordinate  members. 

*^  We  now  entered  the  theatre,  which  was 
thrown  open,  as  we  have  observed  before,  for 
one  of  the  grandest  displays  that  the  »niTeraty 
a&rds,  except  an  installation  of  a  cfaancelbr, 
the  commemoration  of  founders  and  benefac* 
tors,  instituted  by  Lord  Crewe. 

^*  This  building  is  of  a  circular  form,  and 
of  suflbueht  magnitude  to  contain  3000  persons, 
including  the  galleries.  The  roof  is  quite  flat, 
though  of  great  breadth ;  the  short  pieces  of 
timber  which  form  it,  being  wholly  sustained* 
by  the  side  walls,  which  are  eighty  feet  by  se- 
venty distant.  The  ceiling  is  by  Streater,  in 
imitation  of  the  theatres  of  the  ancient  Greeks 
and  Romans,  which  were  too  large  to  be  covered 
with  lead  or  tile. 

<^  The  chancellor  or  vice-chancellor  has  a 
raised  seat  in  the  centre  of  the  semicircular  part ; 
the  noblemen  and  doctors  sic  on  the  right  and  left, 
the  proctors  have  their  particular  chairs,  and  the 
masters  of  arts,  bachelors,  and  under-graduates, 
generally 'fill  the  area. 
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*{  The  coup  d'ceil  on  cntrahce  was  eztf eme!f 
staking*  Numbers  o£  the  most  resfMctable  d» 
tizens  and  «ttafiigert»  o£  both  sez.es,  occupi^  thtf 
galleries,  and  the  ladies  made  a  :ftsrj  btiltiant 
appearance,  both,  for  b*auty  and  dress. 

«^  In  a  short  tirac,  the  vice*<A«nceUot,  at* 
tended  by  the  heads  of  houses,  proetoft^  prcH 
fessors,  nobles/  and  doctors^  entfered  and  (ook 
their  scats.  Sbon  afteri  the  uni ver^  oratot,  Mn 
Crowe,  made  a  iattn  oratidn,  in  wiiich  he  paid 
the  most  elegant  compliments  to  the  unirersjty 
and  its  patrons,  with  such  powers  of  eloquence^ 
that  even  those  who  could  not  understand  a 
word  of  what  he  was  saying,  were  delighted 
mth  his  manner  and  docmioh,  and  paid  iam 
the  warmest  testimonies  of  applause.  He  ua)od 
in  one  of  the  rostra,  which  are  placed  o|q}Ofiitci 
in  the  lower  gallery.  When  he  had  ialshedj 
a  gentleman,  ill  the  opposite  rostrum,  redted 
some  elegant  latin  verses,  to  which  a;prize  baid 
been  adjudged ;  and  ti^en  another  indent,  an 
English  Essay,  which  had  merited  the  same  dit^ 
ttnctipn,  and  moit  deservedly. 

*^  This   business   being  condnded^   $(neni 
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^ettf  leiMD^  of  rank  and  fortune,  were  presented 
to  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 
They  were  pr(^>erly  introduced ;  a  speech  was 
addressed  to  the  vice-chanceUor,  recapitulating 
the  merits  of  each,  and,  in  a  few  words,  this 
distinguished  officer  of  the  university,  declared 
their  promotion  to  a  degree.  Immiediatdy  each 
took  his  scat  among  the  doctors.  The  organ 
was  played  at  intenrals ;  and  the  bosiness  being 
concluded^  the  dtgnitaiies  began  to  withdraw 
singlyj  and  in  order. 

^^  From  the  theatre,  we  proceeded  to  the  ad-* 
joining  public  schools,  which,  with  the  Bodleian 
library,  form  a  grand  square.  In  these,  exer- 
dses  for  degrees  in  the  different  faculties  are 
performed.  Here'  the  celebrated  Amnddian 
marbles  are  deposited,  as  well  as  the  Pomfret 
collection  of  statues  and  bnstos,  which  were 
many  years  at  Easton  in  Northamptonshire,  and 
afterwards  presented  to  the  university.  The 
Arundel  marbles  are  valuable  and  curious^  as 
ancient  records  of  some  important  facts  in  Gre« 
dan  history,  but  are  not  the  object  of  a  cursory 
oKamiHation*      Among  the .  Pomfres  marbles. 
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however,  which  are  lodged  in  the  Logic  and 
Moral  Philosophy  School,  are  many  pieces  wllich 
strike  the  most  incurious  observer,  ts  chaste  and 
expressive  works  of  art; 

'  ♦*  Three  sides  of  the  upper  story  of  the  quad-" 
rangle  form  a  continuous  picture  gallery,  near 
the  middle  of  which  is  a  brass  statue  of  Philip 
Earl  of  Pembroke.  The  pictures  are  chiefly 
portraits  of  the  founders  of  colleges,  and  other 
aninent  and  learned  men.  Here  are  also  se* 
veral  cabinets  of  medals,  and  some  cases  of 
books  and  manuscripts,  intended  as  a  contiiia- 
ation  of  the  Bodleian  library* 

**  The  Bodleian^  or  Univcrsicy  Library,  form^^ 
ing  the  west  side  of  the  square,  is  a  large  and 
lofty  structure,  built  in  the  form  of  a  roman  H, 
and  since  the  plunder  of  the  Vatican,  perhsqps^ 
contains  the  largest  number  of  books  of  any 
library  in  Europe.  A  catalogue  of  them  maken 
two  large  volumes,  folio. 

^'  Humphry,  duke  of  Gloucester,  purchased 
some  land  here  in  1427,  and  afterwards  assisted 
the  university  in  raising  the  building.  He  also 
furnished  the  library  with  many  valuable  works. 
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^^  ^i9ff  Sb  Tliomar  Bodtef  nfjEWfd  tie  old 
library,  and  btnle  twd  new  wings,  iii  wfakk  fa^ 
dcpcviicdl  an  amning  immbisr  ofi  books^  coU 
footed  fa^m  a}l  qtiaflcrs^  attd  dying  in  1612^ 
left  an  emite  for  die  maintenandi  and  Mpoirv 
of  the  kmitntiom  Stibsequent  tefy  liberal  be^ 
n^sction^,  particoUtty  trf  Greek  and  oriental 
iosantifdipts^  hate  rendered  tbe  Bddletan  Kbraty 
the  pride  of  the  university^  and  the  adniil^tton 
of  tfte  leai-fted^ 

^  the  Museum  waft  the  nekt  cti^tt  of  Out 
curiosity^  tt  stands^  on  the  west  side  of  the 
theatre^  ftonting  Broad-sti'eet,  and  is  juitfy  ad- 
mired for  its  Hymmetry  and  •elegance.  The  east- 
ern portico  does  honour  to  the  corinthian  order^ 
and  to  the  architect  of  the  whole,  S«r  GbristO' 
pher  WreUi 

^  this  pile  Wa6  ejected  at  tiie  cxpeiice  of  ch« 
uirfvcrsky,  to  receire  the  valuable  coBection  of 
curiosities  belongmg  to  EBas  Ashtnole,  £sq. 
Windsor  htrald  to  Charier  11.  the  coHeatioH 
originally  placed  hei-e^  including  that  of  the  tW0 
Tradescants,  was  Viry  ample,  but  has  sinde  been 
tonsiderablf  enfan^  in'  all  it*  bnuKhin. 

Vol.  tu  K  K 
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i  ^^  The  paifitings  are  not  reiy  jiuixteiouSy^  bM 
some  of  them  are  l)y  the  firtt  masters. 
^.  ^  In  this  place  sire. three  moderate  libraries  ; 
one.  called  Ashmole's  Study,  contftwng  his 
printed  bookstand  m^uscr^ts^  and  themanu* 
scripts  of.  Sir  William  Dugdale :  a  second  is 
filled  with  Pr.  Li^er's^lil^raryj  the  learned  c(m* 
chologist ; .  and. the .ttur4s, with  the  collections  of 
Antoiiy  a  jy^ood.    ^ 

^<  On  the  first  floor^  the  professor  of  ezpe< 
rimeiital  pfaUoaophy  reads  his  lectures;  and 
here  is  a  suitable  apparatus  for  the  purpose. 
BeloWj  is  a  grand  apparatus  for  lectures  on 
chemistry,  which  are  regularly  delivered,  and 
well  attended. 

*^  Pas^g  the  theatre  again,  we  came  to  the 
Clarendon  printing-hovise,  on  the  north  of  the 
schools.  It  was  built  in  1711,  from  the  profits 
of  the  sale  of  Lord  Clarendon's  history  of  the 
rebellion;  the  copy  right. of  which  had  been 
presented  to  the  univerrity,  by  his  Lordship's 
sons. 

i    **  This  magnificent  and  af^ropris^  structure 
is  1 15  feet  inii^gth,  9nd  consists,  of  two  lofty 
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stories.  The  doric. portico,  towards  the  street, 
is  the  height  of  the  building,  and  has  a  grand 
effect.  On  the  top  are  the  statues  of  the  nine 
muses  (  and  ovft  the  entrance  bn  the  south  side, 
a.tutue  of  the  Earl  of  Clatendon. 

"  There  are  diflfetent  sides  for  the  Composi- 
tors employed,  in  printing  bibles  and  prayer- 
books,  and  *  for  books  of  literature  and  lan^ 
{(uages.  The  dexterity  and  accuracy  with  which 
some  of  the  men  compose  in  languages,  andr 
with  types,  of  which  they  barely  know  the 
names,  is  wonderful. 

/Mlaviiig  purposely  ordered  a  late  dinner  at 
the  BsAR,  to  which  we  invited  some  college 
friends,  we  now  intermitted  our  tour  for  the 
day.  In  die. evening,  we  were  presented  with 
tickets  for  the  concert,  at  the  music^room,  and 
attended  accordingly.  This  room  stands  in 
Hdiwell,  a  liule  retired  from  the  street^  and 
though  not  large,  is  well  adapted  for  its  pur^ 
pose.  The  band  had  been  strengthened  on  this 
pccasitm,  and  a  vocal  performer,  pf  eminence, 
cngBig^i  from  London.  Though  not  professed 
amateun  of  mtisic,  we  were  abundantly  grati- 
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fied;  and  could  not  help  expressing  our  sur* 
prise,  that,  as  this  is  the  only  public  amuses 
mens  sdtowed  m  the  unirersity,  it  does  Aot  meee 
\¥iih  more  liberal  patronage^  It  h  with  (fi£EU 
culty  that  the  establishment  is  kq)C  up  foe  want 
of  subscribers. 

*^  After  break&et,  we  resumed  our  tour  of 
the  universityj  and  first  visited  Queen's  Col- 
}iege,  one  of  the  most  splendid  buikKngs  m  the 
untverBity.  Thi»  college  wa9  founded  by  Ra» 
bert  Eggtesfieldi  of  Cumberland^  confessor  rcr' 
Queen  Philippa,  consort  of  Edwasd  HL  in  ho- 
nour of  whom  it  received  its  name  of  (^lean's. 

*^  This  edifice,  which  is  in  the  modtm.  styles 
standis  on  the  north  side  of  the  highiCfeet^  ftom 
wbkb  there  is  the  grand  entrance,  and  over  i^ 
the  statue  of  Queen  Caroline,  uoctera^cipsby 
supported  by  pittars^ 

*  ^  The  first  court  is  one  hundred  andfifq^ 
ket  long,  by  one  hufidhred  and  thiriy  iisbseadcii^ 
having  a  tofty  cloister  oo^  tbe  wen^  south,  aanA 
east.  Over  the  west  cloisser  ate  two  stories^* 
composed  of  an  elegant  gallery  and  coflmoo 
room*  tnd  sevei^l  apartnenfsi  far  the  fidlnrs 
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4iBd  ftticlenH;  the  east  cfaiialcr  ii  solely  appio- 
priated  to  lodgings. 

.  ^  T^  rcfaapoi  £vide6  i&e  two  noximy  lof  >^ich 
'tlw  fabtic  is  cMftpoted.  This  ibuBdtng  is  ow 
hundred  feet  long,  and  thirty  broad,  ^th  ftft 
^Btrhed  Tdof.  The  f  aiiftod  ix4ndo\^  are  €mi- 
lSion%  heautifuL  That  t»ver  the  altar  is  by  Mi. 
Office,  and  fspresonts  die  nattvtt j  of  our  8a- 
^idonr.;  uoder  which  is  a  painting  oa  ^  ;aanne 
juh)ect»  copied  hem  an  admined  piece  of  Con- 
.t^egb,  in  the  Dresden  gallory.  The  style  of 
ibmUing  and  ;the  decorations  are  in  the  ptn-eit 
taste. 

<^  By  a  passage  between  the  chapel  and  the 
JfaaUy  we  enter  ikit  north,  or  second  court,  \;^hich 
Jias  fihe  library  on  ihe  west,  and  idiambers  for 
rthe  fdii>v9$  Mi  students  oa  )tbe  Dhxee  loihir 
.wies. 

^<  The  hall  is  isii^ty  Stet  loi^andrihixty  broal, 
mdm  ilght,  airy^  «nd  i^legant; 
.  ^^  Dheiihfary^  'whaoh^ocoapies  the  west:  side 
.oftfaes8C0Qdxcmrt>  israicbamnng  pile,  of  the 
-Mriildxianaor4ec^  addmed^wtth  ^tacupsinmichei, 
:(md;#a0  atocc^-wvfc*  *  ^he  teolDS  >aiul  4n««- 
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scripts  are  nunvntoiis. and  valuable;   and  here 
we  find  also  a  splendid  orrery.    '  '         : 

<^  The^hole  number  of  fdloiws  is  now  twen- 
ty-four; and  of  all  the  members^  about  two 
hundred. 

«  Every  New  Year's  Day,  the  bursar  of  the 
college  presents  each  member  with  a  needle  and 
a  thread,  saying,  *^*Take  this,  aiid  be  thriftyl?* 
It  is  probable  the  founder,  or  soma  grateful 
friend,  instituted  this  ceremony  in  allusion  to 
Egglefield ;  aiguille  (^Jih  ^  needle  and  a  tfaread^ 
somewhat  resembling  the  name ;  and  in  former 
days,  such  devices,  or  puns,  we  know,  we|:e  not 
infrequent. 

<^  Among  other  singular  customs  observeil 
here,  may  be  mentioned  the  Beards  Head,  so- 
lemnly imroduced  into  the  coicnmoa  hall  mth 
a  celebrated  monkish  song,  on  Christmas  day. 
It  IS  fard,  that  the  origin  of  tins  was 'at  fallows : 
A  Student  of  this  cdk^e,  with  Aristotfecin  iiis 
handy  walking  out  in  ^thi  vicinity  of  Oxford, 
was  attacked  by  a /nrious  boarj  he  cram« 
med  the  philosophei^,  *  who  loi^n  choked. rea* 
•OR  and  cQiiuxrinL  senset  dowm  the  throal  of 
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the  savage,  aod  thus  escaped  impending  dan- 
ger. 

^^  Appendant  on  C^een's  College  is  Edmund 
Hail,  standing  opposite  to  the  east-side  of  the 
fotmer.  It  contains  about  forty  students,  who 
are  reputed  more  zealous  than  some  of  their 
neighbours, 

^  Proceeding  down  the  street,  on  the  same 
side  of  the  way,  came  to  Magdalen  Hall,  a  de- 
pendant on  the  college  of  that  name.  In  point 
of  beauty^  or  £xtthij  it  is  not  very  remarkable ; 
but  [having  a.  constderabb' number  of  exhibi* 
tiottS)  which,  as  in  other  halls,  the  students  hold 
for  a  limited  period,  it  is  gentoally  pretty  full. 
It  was  built  by  William^  Wainflete,  the  founder 
of  Magdalen  College,  and  has  a  large  grammar- 
school  joined  to  it.      ' 

^  A  little  farther  on,  we  enter  Magdalen  col- 
lege, founded  iii  1456,  by  William  Patten, 
otherwise* William  of  Wainflete,  firdm  a  village 
of  thsit.name.  inliocolnsfaire^  the -place  of  his 
nativity.  Having  received  his  r.  education  at 
Winchester-school,  he  afterwards  became  mas- 
ter of  that  seminary ;  and;  by  successive  pro- 
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iBOtionSy  provost  of  Eton,  bishop  of  Wfochcj^ 
terj  and  lord  high  chancellon  Being  an  elerc 
of  William  of  Wykdiam,  he  seems  to  have  been 
acntbUioas  to  tival  such  a  oinmficent  frieiul  to 
leamii^  J  and,  accordingljr,  be  drained  agnnt 
of  St.  John's  Hospital  feom  ijenry  VL  vhirik 
he  converted  into  a  college  for  a  president,  forty 
£eUow$,  thirty  demies,  a  divinity  iectnrer,  €€ht)oU 
master,  £3ur  chaplains,  an  organist,  eight  derl;s, 
and  sixteen  chcHristers. 

*^  On  entering,  the  ^esideot^  lodgiags  are 
situated  on  the  left  hand,  and  the  ctspel  on  ih^ 
right,  where  five  smaU  figul^s,  df  elegant  soidp>» 
ture,  are  generally  indicated  to  strangors,  sve* 
presenting  the  founder,  William  of  Wylodiam, 
St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Henry  Itl.  and  St.  Joksk 
the  Baptist,  This  assemblage  may  possiMy  ap* 
pear  heterogeneous;  but  t^iftuflklem  tetsoa  ia 
^iven  for  the  groujv  , 

«<  The  chipel  is  tadw  rendered  wtfil^  of  aotia 
a  magniikenf  co^ege«  Thet  painted  ^^Andotnt 
)sre  largi^,  and  JUbefy  d(^utc4>  thbugh  Hot  «U 
*in  the  same  taste.  •  T^e  p^niings  represent  the 
apqsdes,  primitive  £ittier%  saints^  and  tntrtps^ 
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The  mau  wiodow  daervM  paitiailar  notice. 
It  is  painted  in  dar0  thscitr9^  after  a  des^n  of 
SdiwnrtSt  and  rqareaents  tbe  last  jtidgaieot. 
Having  1)een  greatly  damq^ed  by  a  high  ivind 
in  1703,  it  was  htely  rcttored  to  sta  original 
beauty,  by  Mn  Egkigton  of  Birmingfaamy  iriib 
alio  executed  the  windows  in  the  and-ciiapd» 
in  irludi  is  a  aonument,^  erected  to  the  memory 
of  two  brothers,  of  the  name  of  Ly  ttekon,  wlu> 
were  bodi  drowned  in  die  Cherwell,  while  the 
one  in  vain  attempted  to  save  tbe  other« 

^  Thealtar-fuece  of  tbe  diapel  w»  painted^ 
Isaac  FiiUer,  an  old  English  history  painter  d£ 
some  nete,  and  represents  the  general  judgment. 
Undemeadi  thas  ia  a  picture,  wWchj  k  pmnt  df 
merit,  quite. ecfipses this:  it  is  our  Saviour  bear- 
ing his  cross,  supposed  byOuido;  a  present 
&om  Mn /Freeman  of  Hamds,  in  Herti,  1^ 
iScewbe  presented  die  college  with  a  fine  ov^m, 
flmd  addedLtwo  bells  to  the  original  pead^e^giM. 
The  i^tar  itaelf  ia  degant  both  in  design  jand 
tacccMtion» 

^\  C^daedod  aenrioe  ir  perfi>rm#d  here  t^rtdb 
daily,. 
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—  <c  The  toiver^  wbicb  makes  such  a  conspicu-T 
figure  on  the  east  of  Oxford,  is  a  handsome 
and  spacious  pile  begun  |n  1492,  under  the 
auspioesy.as  it  is  supposed,  tf  Cardinal  Wolsey. 
^  •  <^  On  :th&  right  pass:  into  the  cloister,  whicby 
having  undergone  few  alterations,  retains  much 
of  ici  original  venerable  appearazice.  The  m^ 
terior  part  of  this  cloister  is  adorned  with  hiero* 
glyphics, 

•   y  At  the  soothfast  corner  of  tbe'clotster  h 
the  ascent  to  the  hall,  a  spadous  and  handsome 
room  adorned  with^  seireral  whole  Uof^  por< 
traits  and  four  half  lengths  repre^tiiting  emZi- 
DOM  men  icoA  bene&ctors.    On  .the  west-side  b 
the  libntfy,  and  on  the  north!  and  cast  the 
.lodgings  of  the  mebibcra  of  the  iociety^*^   : 
;•  *^,Byi,a  narrow/  passage,  iq^tb^aoith  side  of 
«the  c]oisiet ; we  eaterl  thsv  ample  2cdur£  of  the 
New  Buildings^    This  spleiidid  edific;/  thougb 
only  one  side  is  completed^  is  thtee  bbndred 
feet  in  length,  and  of  greater  he^bt:  than  is 
common  in  most  university  ^brics,*  intended 
;f<^' lodgings.    The  front  i  is  supported  by"  an 
arcade  which  constitutes  an  elegant. piazza*.'  i& 
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point  of  beauty  and  prospect,  especially  towards 
the  cast,  iew  situations  can  compare  with  this/ 
Behind  is  the  grore  well  planted  with  trees, 
and  perfectly  adapted  for  the  iinlulgence  of 
academic  ease  and  contemplation.  Several 
head  of  deer  range  here,  and  gire  a  rural  aspect 
to  the  spot. 

^<  But  it  is  not  the  grove  alone  that  Magda- 
len College  has  to  boast  of  among  its  external 
advantages. .  The  water- walks,  as  they  are  call- 
ed, surrounded  by  the  Cherwell,  anudst  umbra- 
geous-trees, are  sufficiently  elegant  to  be  the 
appendages  of  a  palace.  Here  Addison  mused 
and  caught  the  inspiration  of  genius :  here  the 
pious  Kshop  Home,  hte  president  of  "^e  so- 
eiety,  amused  die  hoors  that  were  spared  from 
sacred  studies. 

'  ««  The  next  object  of  attracrion  was  New  Col- 

•lege,  the  approach  to  which  is  little  promismg 

'of  the  gtandeur  which  sodn  burst  upon  us.    It 

is  retired  in  its  dtuation,  anS  therefore  appears 

the  better  cakubted  for  a  seit  of  study  and  con<- 

temi^latibn;  yet^it  cont^s  so*  many  internal 

=)>catifSes'  xh^  fl^  irc^ifety  cah  have  no  possibfe 
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wish  to  change  their  secluded  retreat  far  die  vi* 
dnity  ^of  places  of  more  poblic  resort. 

'*  New  College  was  fouaded,  in  13799  by 
ifhat  moil  mnnificeat  ani  venerable  patrom  -of 
jiteranue  and  merit,  William  of  Wykeban^  a 
jiatuce  of  Hac^p&htrea  who  long  enjoyed  the  f^ 
▼our  of  Edward  III,  and  rose  at  last  4o  he 
Kshoip  £x{  Winchester  andChaooBllor  of  £ng« 
iland.  Equally  distinguished  ibr  rel^^ous  ^ed 
and  ^political  knawled^  he  employed  ^cvidf 
power  of  bis  miad  and  ^Tery  ,gtft  of  Sq/jsmc  $0 
.the  best  .and  most  tfaonomable  puijMscs*  4lia 
foundations  at  W^^^^^  ^^^^£°^  ve^ 
JM»t  eulogium,  ^nd  will  <te(ni^ Jus  mesoorj.^ 

*^  Wykeham  was  truly  Ub^  4t  '^t^  ,^ 
livod  to  see  hi^  sQfkxy  flox^lshixig }  hUitjoonsidcc^ 
able  benefactions  have  been  left  .&i|iGp^4unfe 
to-thisiOoll^Qy  which  now  mwaaios  4r««aBden« 
^seventy  fellows,  ten?  chapUios,fSi.y  tfien.  f  boiriitCTf, 
^and  some  inferior  mec^css*  Xhe  firshfl^  )Qf 
yrjnchestcr  is  jje^cjtual  vjiisiter.       , 

f<  We  tmter^.tbe  fitst  ^uadiaaglat^  a  poip* 
4al,  This  court  has  a  statue  of .Hmefra  m^ 
^cwtre;^  and  is  about  oaebund^  ao^^y^qgbt 
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feet  long,  and  one  hundred  and  twcnty^ni 


broad;  coniaining  thechapei,  the  hall,  the  & 
bfary,  th#  wafdta^  lodgings,  aod  apaartmeatt 
£br  the  feUbT;»» 

^  The  cbapdv  by  ht  the  most  bsaud&l  aait 
grand  of  any  is  O^rdy  stands:  oa  ihe  nottia 
ddfe  of  the  quadrangle;  The  anti-chapd  ie 
dghty  feet  long  andthuty-«is  broad,  svppamed 
by  two  fiflfr  mouldbd.  piUart*  All  the  wixadcora 
ill  thid  sacred  pile  ate  painted,  aad  possess  a 
great  degree  of  merit  and  atcsaction,  lepresent^ 
is)g  scriptare  characters,  histopies,  kc.  &e*^  bos 
Arongh  hr  any  odier  place  they  wouht  deserve  ta 
be  singly  miciaed,  suck  is  the  snpcrlatzwr  beaocy^ 
0§  the  west  wiiidow,  that  we  looked  with.  iQdi& 
ference  oa  aH  the  rest; 

^  This  fine  specimexi  of  chaste  design  and 
elegant  extcttdoa  will  be  a  tasting^  snomimear, 
though  on  glass,  to  the  abilities  of  Sir  Joshna 
Reynolds^  who  painted  the  cartoons,  and  Mr. 
Jcrvais,  who  transposed  then  on  this  noble  win* 
dow,  which  we  cannot  forbear  describing  ia 


<<  It  consists  of  ievctt.  compartments  ia  the 
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lower  range,  eacK  three  feet  wide  and  tweWe 
high,  in  which  are  painted  the  four  cardinal 
and  Hit  three  Christian  virtues.  Temperof^ce, 
with  the  allegorical  curb  at  her  feet,  pouring 
water .  but  of  a  large  into  a  smaller  urn.  jR?r//- 
tude  in  armour,  resting,  her  right  hand  on  a 
broken  column  with  a  lion  couchant  below  for 
her  attendant.  Faiti  looking  up  to  heaven  and 
bearing  a  cross,  the  symbol  of  herth(^. 

*^  The  middle  groupe  rq>re8ents  CbarHj^  and 
eidubits  a  fond  mother  dividing  her  attentioa 
among  her  children,  with  the  most  enchanting 
force  of  expression.  Every,  figure  here  shows 
the  pasttons  of  nature  and  the  attitudes  of  life. 
Beycmd  this  is  Ihpe  in  the  apparent  act  of 
springing  forward  to  heaven,  while  her  anchor, 
die  common  attribute,  is  seen  in  a  comer. 
Next  is  Justice  with  her  balance  and  sword 
piercing  through  the  shade  with  steady  and 
undazzled  eye ;  and,  l^tlyj  Prudmce  holding 
a  mirror  to  view  the  actions  of  others  for  the 
purpose  of  regulating  her  own.  .The Bartow 
entwined  with  a  remora,  the  respective  emblems 
of  speed  and  delay,  from  the  extreittes  of  whkh 
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Prudence  is  equally  remote;,  appears^on  her  right 
arm.  .,     .,  i*.  - 

<f  Grand,  ho^em,  and  jiigfa^  jmpressive  as 
these  forcible  delineations  are^  they  form  only 
the  base  of  the  design.  The  superstructure  is 
Hk^  Nativity y  a  conipp^ition  of  thirteen  human 
figures  besides  some  aauna(Sy  filling  a  spac^  ten 
feet  wide  and  eighteen  high.  ;  No  words  can  do 
juilice  to  the  animation  and  the  attitudes  of  this 
groupe.  The  light  thrown  over  the  whole,  com-, 
position^  is  supposed  to  proceed  from  the  body 
of  the  iqifagt,;  ;tfc^  an  original  design  of  Cor- 
regio,  as  displayed  in  a  picture  preserved  in  the 
gallery  of  Dresden. 

<^  The  remaining  space  on  both  sides  is  filled 

with  an  assemblage  of  persons  in  unison  with 

the  grand  design.    Among  these  we  recognize 

the  two  artists.  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  and  Mr. 

Jervvs.    The  former  is  a  strikii^  likeness,  of 

that  honour  to  his  country  and  to  art. 

'*  The  choir  measures  cme  hundred  feet  in 

*  *  - 

length,  thirty-five  in  breadth,  and  sixty-five  in 
height.  •  The  altar«]Mece.has  lately  been/estored 
in  the  fipost  style  ,pf  gothic  wurkmanshipi  and 
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die  vftole  hbtiA  repured  aod  beautified  mi 
corresponding  manner,  and  at  a  most  liberal  ear* 
t)ence»  Qvet  the  eommunion  table  are  five 
compartments  of  marble  sculpture,  in  aitareHev^ 
representing  the  salutation  of  the  Virgin,  die 
natrrky  ofotn'Satiour,  the  ttddng  downfromf 
die  ci^oss,  the  resuftedJoti^  and  the  ascensioa^ 
The  altar  itself  is  of  dore^coloured  marble^ 
twelve  feet  long  and  three  broad.  Here  we 
were  shown  the  crosier  of  the  founder,  Vftkh  h 
hi  excellent  preservation.  It  is  of  silver  ptt^ 
seven  feet  high,  and  eniriehed  with  a  vaiety  of 
gothic  ornaments. 

"  The  organ  is  much  adimred  for  its  tones  | 
and  this  chapel,  in  which  there  is  cathedral 
service  twice  a  day,  at  eight  and  six,  is  better 
attended  both  by  strangers  and  inhabitants  thad 
any  in  Oxford. 

•*  The  hall  on  the  north-east  of  the  quadS* 
rangle  is  handsomely  wainscocted  j  and,  among 
other  portraits,  contains  those  of  tike  illustrious 
founder,  of  William  of  Wainffete,  afld  of  Ascb«. 
bishop*  Chichde.  It  is  honourable  to  the  Uni* 
versi^  in  general  ta  pay  such  r^peet  to  fouiu 
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liets  and  benefi'tftors  by  having  their  ^ictur^ 
kispended  in  the  most  public  apartments.  jNo 
inconsiderable  good  eflectSi*su!t4!^  from  pre*- 
eerving  the  portraits  of  eminent  men  bcl6nging 
to  the  respective  societies :  they  serve  as  a  motif- 
tor  and  a  stimulus  to  laudable  pursuits  and  ge^ 
nerous  emUlatlom  - 

««  The  library,  ^hfch  occb^ieft  &  tdnsidefablc 
t>art  of  the  east  sidt  of  the  quadrangle^  foiisxsti 
of  two  spacious  apartments  bver  each  other, 
amply  ftimished  with  valuable  books  and  several 
choice  manuscripts. 

*«  By  the  middle  j^tfe  we  how  eiitertid  tfi4 
*garden*court,  which  has  a  Kvcly  and  elegant 
tippearance.  An  irbri  ga\:e  and  palisade  are  the 
we^em  bouhdary  of  the  gtirden ;  and  thtodgh 
tbefe  t!he  sfudeiiti  who  la%e '  in  this?  bulldih^ 
have  a  delightful  View  bf  stti  artifitial  ihoiinti 
clothed  with  flourishing  shrubs.  The  old  city 
%all  in  a  gre«t  ftveaMir^  suf  rounds  the  pi^cmcti 
^  tfce  college  j  at  the  bottom  of  die  garden  it 
seirvfs  a^  a  noble  fence;  -'  '       ^ 

*^  Retumimg  by  the  Way  ^e  t^tAe,  and  passinj^ 
Ihc  King's  Arms  Inn  we  arrived  at  Wadham 
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College.  This  was  dedgned  by  Nicboias  Wad« 
ham  Esq.  and  endowed  by  Dorothy  his  widow 
in  1 61 3«  The  socLsty  now  ooasists  of  a  n^deu, 
£fteen  fdlpws,  fiAfjen  scholars^  two  ohapla^^ 
and  sixteen  exhibitioners.  Th%  visiter  is  xhf 
Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells. 

"  Being  founded  after  the  kingdoms  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotlamji  became  object  t,c  pnc  sove- 
re%a  a  majority  of  the  feUoj^^  may  be  elected 
&-om  any  county  of  Gre^t  Britain^  whicb  is  npt 
the  case  in  scarcely  any  other  college  in  Oxford* 
The  fellows,  however,  are  subject  t^  a  crue) 
statute^  which  obliges  them  to  te^gp  aiier 
having  completed  eighteen  years  from  thek 
regency*  Ancither  sui^ute  by  wkjlchtkis  sodety 
fs  gove^Qed  de^rvesanimadv«i;;ipg  as  A^vouf/- 
ing  of  mookish  mpetstidon:  the  waafdcn  i$ 
doomed  tjo  cefi^cy ;  pTj  4f  h^  ^Pmi'^f^  msTt}^^ 
he  forfeits  bis  station* 

<*  To  return  frofn  this  digression,  WiftUl^m 
College  consists  chji^y  eif  onejarg^  qt]adr«Og\^ 
whose  symmetry  and  uniformiiy  c^^^lfi^ge  9^ 
miration*    Being  ^opipai^ativfely  a  Biodetfei  edi- 
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^ce>  tew  ^akeratioas  or  I'e^Urfi  have  iDeih  nsce^ 
tofj^  tp  ^tf  tbe  odglb^  design; 
,  ^f  7}^  Jiall  is  ^  fiB^,  spacious,  gothic,  apart- 
ifoa^tg  inferior  to  few  in  the  umvehity.  Tke 
library  prweiKs  nothilig  remarkable  In  its  deco* 
t^lon^  61^  %piture. 

'<  Tbe  cb^e)  at  the  hokh-ea^  angle  of  the 
court  ir^n  «xtcnfsive  and  venerable  pile;  The 
large  vtrindd^  ^  {he  east  end.  By  Van  Lin^,  re- 
presendi^  t^epiLSSioii  of  our  Saviour ^  is  of  supe* 
rior  execution ;  not  are  those  on  the  sides  much 
iofeirior  in  besluty*^  ^ 

«V  The  painted  d^th  at  tlie  lower  end  of  tha 
aJtar  13  much  admired  as  a  singular  curiosity. 
TPhe  grouQ4,i^  3s^-colour,  the  lhie$  aad  sides 
browii^  aqd  the.  JKghts  w|ute>  executed  in  cray« 
OQS>  by  l^a;^  J^ullei:;  The  colours  after  being 
laid  G^  wete  pressed  in  with  hot  irons,  and  have 
thus  obtained  the  solidity  of  dl  painting.  The 
design  is  masterly  9^x4  represents  the  Lord's 
Supper,  Abraham  and  .Melchisedeck,  and  the 
children  of  Israel  gathering  manna  in  different 
compartments. 

'*  R^cturping  up  3foad-street  ;soon  reached 
h  L  2 
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Trinity  College,  whose  chapel  front,  down  a 
wide  avenue,  fenced  from  the  street  with  iron 
palisades,  has  a  very  fine  effcft.  '•  I'he  tower  is 
handsome,  and  under  this'  wte  entered  the  first 
court,  formed  by  the  tdlBce  juft  mentioned, 
the  hall,  president's  lodgings,-and  library,  which, 
in  general,  deserve  a  pkfticular  tdescription. 

**  The  interior  of  the  chapel  is  highly  onwu 
mented.  The  carvings  of  the  cedar-screen  and 
altar-piece,  by  the  mafterJy  hand  of  Gibbons, 
are  in  an  exquisite  taste. 

**  In  the  centre  of  the  ceiling  is  a  represen- 
tation of  the  Ascension,  by  a  FrcnA  todst* 
The  altar- piece  is,  we  believe,  unique  6f  the 
kind:  it*  is  the  Resurreftion  of  our  Loid,  ia 
needle-work ;  a  present  from:  Miss  Aldiest  Fan- 
shawej  and  is  exiciitell  with  great  taste  and 
brilliancy  of  colouring,  from  a  painting,  by  West, 
in  Windsor  chapel.  On  the  north  side  of  the 
altar,  under  an  alcove,  is  the  tomb  of  the  foun- 
der and  his  lady,  with  their  figures  in  alabaster. 
But  what  interested  us  more,  was  a  small  stone 
in  the  pavement,  near  the  entrance  of  the  cha- 
pel, sacred  to  the  memory  ^f  Thomas  Warton, 
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B.D.  ind  poet  laureat,  who  died  Cellow  of 
this  college,  and  xvhose  genius,  talents^  and.vir* 
tuesy  wext  a  peculiar  iionour  to  the  society,  and 
reflect  a  lustre  on  the  country  that  produced 
him*  The  writer  of  this  dropt  a  tear  on  the 
spot  that  covers  his  remains :  it  was  the  tear  of 
friendfliip,  of  gratitude,  and  veneration. 

*^  The  library  contains  many  valuable  books. 
Some  fine  old  painted  glass  appears;  in  the  win- 
dows. 

**  The  second  court  consists  of  three  sides ; 
chat  towards  the  garden,  oql  tb<  ^c(st,  being 
open,  in  the  manner. of  New. College.  This 
pile  of  building  waa  planned  by  Sir  Christopher 
Wren,  and  is  ilot  uftWoriby  of  that  great  archi- 
tect, 

*'  The  gardens  are  remarkably  beautiful, 
consisting  of  two  divisions,  which  furnish  al^ 
temate  shade  and  sun- shine.  Here  Chatham, 
Somers,  and  Harrington,  caught  the  flame  of 
patriotism,  and  felt  th^  enthusiasm  of  genius, 

"  Trinity  College  was  founded,   in  1594,  by 
Sir  Thomas  Pope  of  Hertfordshire,  privy  coun- 
sellor to  Queen  Mary,     The  society  consists  of 
L  L  3 
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a  president,  twdve  fellows,  and  as  many  idho? 
lars«  ivho  haxe  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  fd 
their  vis&er.  Kve  of  the  fellows  may  be  ^eded 
from  Oxfordshire. 

^'  Adjoining  to  Trinity,  on  the  we^,  is  BslU 
liol  coU^e,  foonded  by  John  Bsdliol  of  Bemar4 
Castle,  in  Yorkshire,  father  of  the  king  of  Scot* 
land,  of  the  same  name.  Dyii^  before  be 
could  carry  his  design  into  complete  execudon, 
his  widowj  Devorguilla,  daughter  of  Alexander 
III.  king  of  Scotland,  endowed  thi^  sodety  in 
1284,  with  lands,  whiph  at  diat  time  did  not 
amount  to  more  thsm  j^.  47 :  9 :  4  per  annanu 
The  bene£ador$  to  this  ancient  ^  establishment 
have  since  been  very  considerable ;  ^jfidy  in  par- 
ticular, Warner,  bishop  of  Rochester,  and  John 
Snell,  Esq.  founded  several  Scotch  exhibitions, 
which  at  this  time  are  as  valuable  a^  the  genera- 
lity of  fellowships  in  the  University ;  and  have 
been  the  means  of  drawing  several  youths  of 
abilities  from  the  north,  who  have,  in  form^ 


*  Balliol  College  is  the  moa^  ancieot  fcgubrly  endowoi 
locicty,  in  cither  University. 
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periods  performed,  and  are  now  performing,  an 
HnpGfrtant  and  honourable  part  in  the  drama  of 
fife.  The  society  now  consist  of  a  master, 
twelve  fellows,  fourteen  scholars,  and  eighteen 
exhibitioners,  who  have  the  powei*  of  electing 
their  own  visiter. 

*^  We  enter  Balliol,  which  consists  chiefly  of 
one  spacious  court,  by  a  gothic  gate-way.  The 
buildings  on  the  east  are  more  modern  than  the 
rest,  and  in  this  quartet*  stands  the  chapel,  whose 
window,  over  the  altar,  represents  the  Passion, 
Resurrection,  and  Ascension  of  our  Saviour. 

**  In  the  master's  lodgings  is  a  large  gothic 
apartment,  decorated  with  some  ancient  paint- 
ings. The  library  contains  a  large  collection  o( 
choice  books  and  curious  manuscripts.  To  the 
westtvard  of  this  court  is  a  pile  of  detached 
buildings.  That  part,  which  fronts  the  street, 
is  erected  in  a  style  of  modem  elegance,  and 
contains  some  handsome  apartments.  It  was 
built  at  the  expence  of  Mr.  Fisher,  formerly  a 
fellow  of  the  society,  which  is  recorded  by  this 
simple  and  unobtrusive  inscription,  Verbum  non 
ampHus^  Fisb^r. 

hh  4 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^ZQ  jJUBANINGS  IK  EKGJLANIVi 

<<  In  the  street  opposite  to  this  coUege,  l^^ 
^hops  Latimer  and  Ridley  were  bumtj  ia  the 
reign  of  that  sanguinary  bigots  Mary.  It  is  tp 
\>c  lamented  that  there  is  now  no  visible  memo* 
rial  of  thi$  ho^id  tragedy,  which  ought  to  be 
had  in  everlasting  remembrance  and  detestatbn*^ 

'^  Turning  up  St.  Gilo's,  v>on  arrived  at 
St.  John's  College^  founded  by  Sir  Thomas 
Whit^  alderman  ^d  mercbant-taylor  of  Lon-; 
don,  who  endowed  it  in  1557,  mth  consider- 
able revenues,  which  have  since  been  much  in- 
creased by  other  friends  to  learning.  The  sor 
ciety  now  consists  of  a  president,  fifty  fidlows, 
two  chs^lains,  an  organist^  five  singing  men« 
and  six  choiristers.  Youths,  educated  at  Mer- 
^hant-Taylors'  School,  in  Londcup,  have  manj 
exclusive  privileges  h;ere,  ^d  the  fellows  are 
generally  fleeted  from  among  them,  though  not 
yrholly.  The  visite]^,  is  the  Bishop  of  Wiix* 
Chester. 

*'  By  a  grjind  gothic  gate-way  and  tower  we 
enter  th^  first  quadrangle,  formed  by  the  pre- 
sident's lodgings  on  the  east,  the  hall  and  cha^ 
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pel  on  |he  north,  and  the  lodgings  of  the  mem- 
^8  on  the  other  two  sides. 

^^  The  chapel  possesses  a  simple  elegance, 
well,  ad^pted.to  its  destination.  Over  the  screen, 
ijirhich  divides  (he  anti-<;hapel  from  the  choir,  is 
a  handsome  new  organ.  The  altar  is  of  the 
Corinthian  order;  and  oyer  the  communion- 
table is  a  charming  piece  ,of  tapeftry,  from  a 
painting  of  Titkm,  representiag  our  Saviour  and 
his  two  disciples  at  Emmaus.  On  the  north 
side  of  the  choir,  in  a  marble  urn,  is  the  heart 
of  Pr.  Richard  Rawlinson,  a  great  benefactor 
to  the  college^  inclosed  in  a  silver  va^. 

^^  A  passage,  on  the  east  ^ide  of  the  first 
quadrangle,  leads  into  the  second,  which  has 
handsofi^e  piazzas,  in  the  Grecian  taste,  on  the 
^ast  and  west  sides ;  and,  in  the  <:entre  of  each, 
a  magnificent  gate-way,  in  a  regular  style  of 
architecture,  after  the  design  of  Inigo  Jones. 

^^  The  upper  story  of  the  south  and  east 
sides  is  devoted  to  the  library,  which,  besides  an 
amazing  collection  of  books  and  manuscripts, 
fontains  ^ome  singular  curiositie^i,  particularly 
(he  picture  of  Charles  L   with  the  boo^   of 
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1N2t]m  "Wrkiea  in  tite  fines  of  the  face  itfd  th* 
hairs  of  the  he^d  i  a  highly  fUkkh^  ^Cture  of 
8t.  John^,  m  a  compositton  resembliiig^  {Polished 
marble )  a  Chttiesfe  dibtionary,  and  some  valo^ 
8A)le  mhsab.  The  east  vmdow  is  detorated 
with  several  cbat9  of  arms. 

««  The  garderts  b«longii%  td  thte  to\\€g6,  ia 
extent  and  beauty,  are  inf<^iof  to  noUe  in  th^ 
university.  They  receded  soin^  touches  front 
(he  mast'^rly  hand  of  Mf.  Bromie ;  and^  being 
generously  laid  opeh  to  aU  whor  are  inclined  to 
vralk  in  them,  form  one  of  the  m6st  pleasant 
promenades  m  this  place* 

"  From  St.  John's  College  pro<ieeded  up  St, 
Giles's  street.  At  the  westcfrn  extrennty  of  this 
standi  the  RadcKfie  Infirmary,  built  by  the  trus^ 
tees  of  the  generous!  physician  whose  name  it 
bears,  and  chiefly  supported  by  voluntary  sub- 
scription, /rhe  building  is  neat  father  than 
superb ;  but  is  capable  of  accomihodating  a 
considerable  number  of  padents.  An  institdtioii 
of  this  kind  was  much  wanted,  not  oidy  as  pub« 
Cc  charity,  but  as  a  school  for  medical  students  j 
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,ftad  It  ceitaiidy  deserves  every  encoqragemenc  ^^  » 
gnd  support.  ^^ 

^^  In  a  spacious  inck)si^,  of  c^i  acres,  a  gift 
from  his  Graqe  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  ad^ 
joiiiing  to  the  loih-mary,  stands  the  Radclifie 
jOteervatory,  a  magnificent  structure,  built  in 
an  appropriate  style,  under  die  direfUon  of  the 
icelebrated  Mr.  Wyatt.  The  situation  is  peculi- 
arly favourable  for  astronomical  observation^ 
and  the  professor  has  elegant  lodgings  on  the 
3pot.  The  whole  fabric  is  one  hundred  and 
3eventy*five  feet  long,  fifty-seven  broad,  exclu- 
sive of  the  portico,  and  at  each  wing  twenty^^ 
^our. 

<^  A  semicircle  springs  from  the  north  centre, 
which  includes  the  hall,  libraries,  and  lecture- 
^om,  in  the  two  first  stories.  The  third  conr 
sists  of  an  oct^mgular  tower,  which,  including 
the  Atlas  on  the  top  of  the  pile,  is  fifty  feet 
high }  so  tliat  the  entire  elevadon  of  this  part 
is  upwards  of  one  hundred  feet.  Round  this 
tower,  which  19  extremely  well  lighted,  are  em- 
blematic sculptures  of  the  eight  winds,  after  the 
paxmer  of  the  Temple  of  the  winds  at  Athens, 
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*'  Three  apartments,  ia  the  eastern  v^ing,  are 
appropriated  to  astronomical  instruments,  made 
by  Bird,  consisting  of  two  quadrants,  each  of 
eight  feet  radius  ;  a  transit  instrument  of  eight 
feet,  and  a  zenith-sector  of  twelve.  The  wcsu 
ern  wing  contains  a  small  set  of  instruments, 
for  the  use  of  students. 

^^  Though  our  long  morning  tour  began  to 
remind  us  of  the  want  of  refreshments,  we  were 
desirous  to  extend  our  route  a  little  farther,  to 
Worcester  Collie,  This  was  founded  in  1 714, 
by  Sir  Thomas  Cookes,  and  the  endowment  was 
afterwards  enlarged  by  Doctors  Finney  and 
Clarke,  and  Mrs.  Eaton.  The  society  now  con^ 
sists  of  a  provost,  twenty  fellows,  seventeen  scho- 
lars, and  other  inferior  members.  The  chan- 
cellor of  the  university  is  the  visiter.  < 

<^  In  point  of  amenity  of  situation,  Worcester 
Co]  lege  is  inferior  to  none  in  this  university.  It 
stands  on  a  gentle  elevation  above  the  Isis  and 
its  surrounding  meadows,  at  the  western  extrc* 
mity  of  Oxford,  and  consequently  is  airy  and  salu- 
brious. Its  only  inconvenience  is  the  want  of  a  di- 
rect  and  spacious  communication  with  the  city» 
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"  Though  the  grand  design  is  not  yet  com- 
pleted, this  college  makes  a  very  handsome  ap- 
pearance. On  entering  the  eastern  portal,  the 
chapel  is  on  one  side,  and  the  hall  on  the  other. 
The  former  has  been  recently  fitted  up  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Wyatt,  and  does  credit  to 
his  taite,  and  the  liberality  of  the  society.  The 
library,  a  magnificent  Ionic  structure,  is  one 
huhdred  feet  long,  supported  by  a  spacious 
cloister.  Among  the  books,  Vfhh  which  it  is 
amply  stored,  is  Inigo  Jones's  copy  of  Palladio, 
with  his  own  manuscript  notes. 

**  The  chambers  on  the  north  are  very  ele- 
gant, and  are  fronted  by  a  terrace,  with  a  sunk 
area.  On  the  north-west  are  the  handsome 
lodgings  of  the  provost.  The  view  from  this 
side  is  delightful.  The  southern  range  of  build- 
ings is  comparatively  low  and  ancient. 

*•  Passed  New-Inn  Hall,  originally  foutidcd 
in  1349,  and  in  modem  times  intended  for  a  law 
seminary,  but  without  success.  It  stands  at  the 
west  efld  of  the  city,  near  the  church  of  St. 
Peter  in  the  Bailey.  Opposite  to  this  ball,  wc 
were  shown  the  gate- way  of  a  college  of  nMipks» 
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of  the  Atigustiiic  ord^t^  in  which  the  great  Eral^ 
mus  resided  some  tioae. 

**  Returned  to  our  inn  with  keen  appetites^ 
and  sat  down  to  a  good  dinner,  with  ati  agree- 
able society,  determined  to  content  ourselves 
for  the  ddy  with  what  he  had  seen.  The  dis- 
course at  table  turned  on  the  e^praces  of  an 
university  education,  and  it  Was  demonstrably 
proved,  that  port-wine,  dinners,  excursions,  and 
the  frippery  of  dress,  amounted  to  twke  as  much 
as  Would  pay  every  necessary  call  for  the  most 
complete  academical  instittition.  This  is  cer<» 
tainly  the  subject  of  regret ;  but  how  is  it  to  be 
prevented  ?  Luxury  prevades  all  ranks,  and  it 
is  scarcely  to  be  expected,  thdt  young  nle^  of 
warm  imaginations  and  cultivated  mitlds,  should 
practise  an  abstemiousness  in  collegje,  to  which 
they  are  unaccustomed  at  home.  We  are  aware 
that  there  are  sumptuary  Degbla^OOs  established 
here ;  but  we  £sar  their  good  iatiticioB  is  o&m 
and  easily  evaded. 

**  Having  still  a  part  of  the  colleges  to  visit* 
after  a  night's  rq)ose,  we  set  out  for  Pembroke^ 
Thia.  college  is  opposite  to  Christ  Church  grtiMl 
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fjatt^  «ml  doahres  its  naAie  from  Ac  £arl  of 
Pembroke,  chancellor  of  the  uiuycs^ity  ia  x62ou 
It  was  fpitiqded  ia  jdiatyear,  by  Thomas  Tf  sdale, 
.of  OlymptDQt  Dear  Woodtiiock ;  asd  Rkfaard 
Whitwidi,  D.D.  xecfior  of  Ihley^  ia  Bfirics,  on 
the  asoiesyt  site  of  BKoodgaie-ball. 

^'  Neatness,  nrtfcer  than  gracidcur,  is  tbejcbih 
«cter  of  tbk  college^*  vthkh  cw$is^  of  two 
^maU  QQWti*  Xhe  chppti,  though  ^mUi^  is  n 
fine  building  of  the  Ionic  order,  with  a  .bftiiti- 
/ul  a|t$a^ece.  The  bati  cOotain^  notbiog  re- 
markabk ;  but  the  comauon  room  is  ddight- 
iitUy  situated.  Among  the  bwefactors  to  this 
society,  which  now  consists  of  a  mait^tt  fouc* 
teen  fellows,  a^  tbiicy  scholars  and  ejKb*tf)ition- 
itfSy  arel  Charies  L  and.<^4JMW  Anne.  Of  this 
college  were  Dr.. Manuel  Jdmson  and  Judge 
BbckstoDe^  tad,  had  it  ncrjcr  produoed  an|f 
other  persons  of  eminence,  those  t3»o  immes 
wbtddeiititle it  to  dtatinctton.  The  clwicellor 
jo£  the  ttatvf  r^  ps  Ac  y^Hm* 

/^faddngl'iihroiigk  Christ  Church,  which  v» 
•sjy  "wddh.  undbiiwh tri  yhasupey  cam^  to  Cqi^his 
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Chrisd  CoUege,  on  die  east  of  dot  nifl^^iiificnK 
and  eztensiye  pile. 

^  This  college  was  fconded  in  1516^  by  Dr« 
Richard  Foz>  bi^q>  ofWmchester>  and  1<^ 
privy  seal  lo  Hwry  VIL  and  Henry  VIIL  Since 
that  period  it  has  had  aev«ral  benefictors,  and 
now  consistB  of  a  president,  twenty  idbws,  two 
chaplains,  twenty  scholars,  and  odier  infinor 
members.  The  Bishop  of  Winch^ter  is  the 
Yisiier. 

*^  Corpus  Christ!  College  consists  of  one  imnd- 
some  quadraoglcj;  and  some  elegant  sq^pendant 
buildings.  The  whole  is  modem,  having  been 
erected  in  1706. 

«'  The  bM  on  the  east  side  of  the  quadrangle 
is  of  large  dikicmioiis,  with  beautiful  gotUc 
rafters.  The  chapel  is  of  stiU  greater  eztens^ 
but  is  chiefly  Temarkable  for  its  cad^r^^soten  and 
altar-piece. 

^'  In  the  library  we  were  shovhi  the  genuine 
crosier  of  the  founder,  in  good  preserradoik 
Here  too  ate  many  cnrious  and  vahiabfeltetary 
tr^ures ;  anxnig  the  rett^  a  colfectioa  of  thi 
first  editions  of  the  classics* 
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^  A  sottH  grove  of  cfal«  separates  Corpus 
Christi  from  Mcrton  College,  one  of  the  most 
inciem  endowinents  is  0;xfbrd^  which  was 
founded  in  1164,  by  Walter  4e  Merton^  lord 
chancellor  of  England.  At  first,  part  of  the 
society  was  ettahfished  at  Maiden,  in  Surrey, 
tut  finally  removed  to  Oxford;  and  the  sta-^ 
tutes,  originially  frwied^  are  still  preserved  in 
the  collage  treasury  ^  nor  have  they  received  aU 
teration  or  addition  since  1274.  Indeed  the 
laws,  by  which  this  society  is  governed,  were 
found  sa  excellent,  that  they  formed  the  basis 
of  similar  r^uhdons,  both  in  this  university 
and  in  Cambridge. 

^  Themembcfsconsist  of  awarden,  twenty- 
four  fellows,  fourteen  post-masters,  four  scho- 
lars, and  two  chaplains. 

<<  Merton  College  is  composed  of  three  courts, 
neitfaer  of  which  possesses  much  grandeur; 
though  the  inner  court  is  spacious,  and  com- 
'  mands  a  delightful  prospect  over  the  ^flutadows, 
from  its  southern  windows.  The  garden  ter* 
race,  formed  on  part  of  the  ancient  dty  walls,  is 
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truly  charming,  and  the  gardens  themselves  are 
very  agreeably  laid  out. 

**  The  library,  vhich  stands  in  the  small  old 
quadrangle,  is  replete  with  books,  and  some 
choice  manuscripts. 

<^  The  chapel,  situated  at  the  west  end  of  the 
first  quadrangle,  is  also  the  parish  chnrcli  of 
St.  John  Baptist  de  Mertoa,  and  is  a  fine  hrge 
gothic  pile,  with  a  large  tower  and  and-chapd. 
Its  dimensions  are  one  hundred  feet  by  thirty ; 
and  it  appears  to  have  been  <niginally  desfgned 
for  a  much  larger  edifice.  In  this  cfaapd  are  the 
tnonuments  of  Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  Sir  Henry 
Savile,  Anthony  a  Wood,  and  others* 

<<  Adjoining  to  Merton,  on  the  east,  stands 
Alban  Hsdl,  so  called  from  Robert  de  St.  At 
ban,  a  citizen  of  Oxford.  Among  the  .eminent 
men  who  have  beoi  educated  here,  are  William 
Lenthall,  speaker  of  the  long  parliament,  a  na« 
tive  of  Henley  on  Thames,  and  Dr4  Lamplugh, 
archbishop  of  York. 

*^  Making  a  short  turn,  reached  Oriel  Col- 
lege, situated  on  the  cast  of  Christ  Churdu 
It  was  originally  founded  by  Edward  IL  at  the 
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ihequest  of  his  almoner^  Adarh  de  Brome^  in 
the  year  1324*  Edward  lit.  conferred  on  the 
establishment  the  messuage,  called  Le  briet, 
and  hence  the  present  name*  Subsequent  be- 
nefaictoTS  have  been  numieroUs ;  and  the  Sdciety 
now  consists  of  a  provost,  eighteen  fellows,  and 
thirteen  exhibitioxiiers^  having  the  lord  high 
chancellor  for  their  visiter* 

•*  Oriel  College  chiefly  consists  of  one  spa- 
cious and  beautiful  quadrangle,  to  which  wd 
tnter  on  the  west.  t)n  the  north  are  the  lodg* 
ings  of  the  provost,  on  the  east  the  hall,  and 
the  approach  to  the  chape)^  and  on  the  other 
sides,  are  the  apartments  for  the  fellows  and 
students. 

*^  The  chapel  is  more  distinguished  for  sim- 
{>le  elegance  than  beauty.  Thtf  eastern  window 
represents  the  offerings  of  the  magi,  executed 
by  Mr*  Peckitt,  frotn  a  design  of  the  late  Dn 
Wall. 

^'  At  the  end  of  the  garden  coilrt  is  an  ele^ 

gant  building,  lately  erected  for  a  library  ;  and 

the  recent  additions  to  the  college  here,  display 

uste  and  beauty.    The  situation  of  Oriel,  how^ 
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ever,  is  rather  too  confined,  ^  must  be  the  case 
in  a  building  so  central. 

*«  On  the  north  of  this  college  stands  St. 
Mary  Ha^ll,  erected  by  Edward  IL  It  consists 
of  one  neat  and  pleasant  quadrangle,  and  con- 
tains a  considerable  number  of  students,  several 
of  whom  are  commonly  of  high  rank.  Many 
eminent  men  have  received  their  education  here, 
among  whom  are  enumerated  Sir  Thomas  More, 
Chancellor  Hatton,  Erasmus,  and  Sandys  the 
traveller. 

"  From  St.  Mary  Hall,  soon  reached  the 
High-street,  and  entering  what  is  called  the  Turl, 
came  to  Lincoln  College,  standing  beyond  All- 
saint's  church.  This  college  was  founded  by 
Richard  Fleming,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  in  1429, 
and  the  endowment  was  afterwards  augmented 
by  Thomas  Rotheram,  one  of  his  successors  in 
the  same  see,  in  the  year  1478.  Nathaniel 
Lord  Crewe,  bishop  of  Durham,  was  another 
very  considerable  benefactor  to  the  society, 
which  now  consists  of  a  rector  and  twelve  fel- 
lows, besides  other  ixiferior  members.    The  vi- 
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sitcr  is  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln^  for  the  time 
being. 

"  Lincoln  College  consists  of  two  courts. 
We  eoter  the  first  under  a  tower.  It  is  about 
eighty  feet  square,  and  is  formed  by  the  rector's 
}odgings,  the  libraryj  the  common  room,  and 
the  refectory.  The  inner,  or  south  pourt,  has 
likewise  a  communication  with  the  str^^  and 
is  a  square  of  about  seventy  feet^ 

^'  The  hall  is  not  deficient  in  beauty  or  size^ 
^nd  was  wainscotted  at  the  expence  of  Lord 
Crewe,  whose  arms,  and  those  of  the  other 
contributors,  ar^  seen  in  different  parts. 

*'  The  library,  on  the  north  side  of  the  ex- 
terior court,  is  handsomely  fitted  up,  and  con^ 
tains  a  good  collection  of  books,  and  some  ma* 
puscripts  of  no  small  value. 

f'  But  nothing,  connected  with  Lincoln  Col- 
lege, is  so  much  admired  as  the  chapel,  built 
in  1630,  by  Dr,  Williams,  who  was  afterwards 
archbishop  of  York.  It  is  situated  on  the  south 
side  of  the  inner-court.  The  cedar-screen  is  a 
singular  curiosity :  the  ceiling  is  of  the  same 
kind  of  wood^  and  is  embellished  with  the  arms 
M  M  3 
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pf  the  founders  and  principal  benefactors,  in« 
tennixed  with  various  devices  and  representa*' 
tions.  The  windows  are  all  of  painted  glass^ 
in  yrhich  are  portrayed  many  scripture  charac* 
ters;  and  in  that  over  the  altar  ^p  several 
histories  from  the  sacred  writings. 

^^  In  a  line  with  Lincoln,  and  adjoining,  stands 
Exeter  College,  with  an  extensive  front  towards 
the  street,  and  a  magnificent  gate  and  tower  iq 
the  centre.  The  building  consists  principally  of 
one  large  regular  quadrangle,  formed  by  the 
hall,  the  chapel,  and  the  lodgings  of  the  so? 
ciety. 

**  This  college  was  founded  by  Walter  Sta- 
pleton,  bishop  of  Exeter  and  lord  treasurer  of 
England,  in  1 3 1 6 ;  and  who,  by  statutes  then  esta* 
blished,  ordered  the  fellows  to  be  fleeted  out 
of  his  own  diocese.  The  present  members 
ponsist  of  a  rector,  twenty-five  fellows,  one 
scholar,  and  two  exhibitioners,  who  have  the 
Bishop  of  Exeter  for  their  visiter. 

<^  The  library  consists  of  two  parts,  and  i% 
amply  stored  with  books. 

i'  The  other  appendages  of  this  college  are 
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wcH  adapted  to  their  tesp^tive  dealiaations,  bu; 
coatain  nothing  particulatly  deserving  of  notice, 
after  whac  we  had  already  seen  in  the  university* 

<*  The  gardens  are  neatly  laid  out,  and  have 
a  cheerful  open  appearance.  From  the  terrace 
is  a  view  of  some  of  the  most  splendid  academi- 
cal  buildings,  which  indeed  surround  this  college. 

**  Almost  opposite  is  Jesus  CoU^,  founded 
by  Qfieen  Elizabeth  in  1571  j  and  at  the  request 
of  Dr.  Price,  a  native  of  Wales,  who  bestowed 
considerable  revenues  on  the  original  institution, 
while  the  queen  granted  several  gifts  and  privi- 
l^es  for  its  speedier  completion.  Other  lovers 
of  learning  followed  in  the  same  generous  course; 
so  that  the  society  now  consists  of  a  principal, 
nineteen  fellows,  and  eighteen  scholars,  besides 
many  exhibitioners.  The  Earl  of  Pembroke  is 
visiter. 

•*  Jesus  College  has  a  handsome  front,  with  a 
grand  rustic  gate-way ;  and  consists  of  two  courts. 
The  first  court  makes  a  good  appearance,  having 
the  chapel  on  the  north  side  and  the  hall  on  the 
west.  The  inner  court  is  neat,  and  contains  a 
well-furnished  library  and  other  apartments. 
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^^  In  the  principars  lodgings  are  some  origi* 
nal  paintings,  particularly  a  Charles  I.  by  Van- 
dyke. In  the  library  are  portraits  of  Dr.  Hugh 
Price,  and  ot)ier  benefactors  to  the  college. 

<^  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  observe,  that  the 
-gentlemen,  who  enter  of  this  collie,  are  com- 
monly from  the  principality  of  Wales.  |t  has 
produced  many  eminent  men,  who  have  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  varbus  departments 
of  science  and  of  life. 

^^  Having  now  finished  our  tour  of  Ox6xd, 
we  conclude  with  the  wish  for  its  welfare,  con- 
veyed in  the  following  lines : 

<<  O !  may  fair  saSNCE  in  tfacfe  precincts  smik. 
And  shed  her  lustre  o'er  this  happy  isle  : 
To  guard  the  laws,  religion's  flame  maintain. 
Still  may  worth  issue  from  her  fostoring  reign. 
Rais'd  as  a  barrier  'gainst  th'  insidious  band. 
Here  may  the  Christian  chieftians  take  their  itand^ 
Repel  the  arrows  of  the  threat'ning  foe, 
And  bring  the  champions  of  confusion  low." 

lilVOR's   BLENHSJM. 
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LETTER   XXU. 


Cambridge  f  October. 

jNothing  In  the  way  of  local  intelligeocp 
4caa  be  added  to  the  informatioa  given  in  a  former 
letter.  But  my  visit  to  this  town  has  been  mark* 
ed  by  other  drcumstances  both  of  a  literary  and 
political  nature)  which  my  heart  will  not  allow 
me  to  omit. 

The  companion  of  my  excursion  to  Cam- 
bridge is  a  man^  the  loss  of  whose  society  t 
must  continue  to  regret  from  the  hour  of  sepa^ 
radon  to  that  of  our  re-union«  He  joined  me 
as  the  coach  passed  Newmarket^  after  the  stop 
I  had  made  at  the  inn  where  the  adventure  of 
the  poor  grey-bearded  poney  took  place. 

And  never  had  traveller  more  reason  to  feli- 
citate himself  on  a  social  accident  than  had  your 


Digitized 


by  Google 


53^  OLEANIKC8    IN  '  BNGLAKH. 

Friead  on  meeting  with  this  entertaining  and 
estimable  man>  who  had  been  chaplain  of  the 
Venerable,  and  was  both  namesake  and  rela- 
tive to  the  gallant  Admiral  who  commanded 
that  ship,  which  gained  one  of  the  most  signal 
victories  in  the  aiigust  annals  of  our  naval 
glory. 

Pr.  Alexander  Duncan^  after  three  arduous 
and  important  campaigns  had  been  terminated 
on  board  that  triumphant  flag-ship,  had,  the 
morning  that  we  met,  left  this  illustrious  kins- 
man to  visit  his  own  femily  in  a  remote  part  of 
Scotland.  His  conjugal  and  paternal  feelings 
were  concerned  in  this  dispatch  for  a  wife  and 
children  long  separated,  but  yet  longer  beloved, 
awaiting  a  father  and  a  husband  with  the  sweet 
impatience  of  affection  ;  and  I  soon  saw  that  be 
had  a  heart  which  responded  in  every  vein  to 
their  solicitude. 

I  have  formerly  given  you  an  idea  of  the 
velocity  of  the  public  vehicles,  which  we  call 
Stage  Coaches,  and  you  will  therefore  be  the 
bftter  able  to  determine  how  favourable  ihey 
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are  to  a  father,  hastening  to  his  family,  after 
long  absence,  the  whole  term  of  which  has  been 
passed  in  perils  by  hind  and  by  water.  Judge 
then,  how  deep  must  have  been  the  disappoint- 
ment of  my  fellow-traveller,  when,  on  arriving 
at  Cambridge,  he  found  that  not  any  of  the 
public  coaches  which  travel  the  North  road 
could  accomn^od^te  him  with  a  seat  dll  the 
morning^  of  the  second  day.  The  intermediate 
time  could  be  reconciled  to  Dr.  Dimcaa  only  by 
that  suavity  of  di^posidon  and  resignation  of 
temper,  which  formed  a  distinguishing  feature 
of  his  character.  But,  by  help  of  these  auxi^ 
liaries,  he  has  beguiled  the  time  between,  so  a$ 
to  render  it  consolatory  to  himself,  and  in  the 
highest  degree  interesting  to  your  correspon- 
dent. 

In  our  %mh'Jtight — I  had  almost  called  it 
from  Newmarket  to  Cambridge  —  the  Doctor 
poured  forth  the  tribute  of  a  feeling  and  honest 
heart  to  the  private  and  public  virtues  of  his 
noble  kinsman.  Lord  Duncan.  "  His  goodness. 
Sir/'  said  he  •*  would  have  gained  him  the  love 
^nd  honour  of  all  good  men  who  should  hay^ 
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coipe  wiihin  its  influence,  had  no  public  events 
taken  place  to  crown  him  with  profesnonal 
glory..  I  am  repairing  to  ray  wifie  and  children. 
Sir,'*  continued  he,  with  an  ardour  of  expres* 
sion  and  tone,  which  gave  both  the  seme  and 
soimd  of  unquestionable  truth  —  "  to  fold 
them  in  my  arms,  and  press  them  fondly  to  my 
bosom,  after  so  many^  many  years  of  division^ 
will  be  a  joy,  for  which  words  are  yet  to  be 
made  1  but,  were  I  touching  the  end  of  my 
journey,  yea,  within  sight  of  the  house  where  I 
left,  and  in  which  I  have  prayed  fervently  to  God 
I  may  find  them  all  well,  I  will  not  laj)  that  \ 
would  turn  back  without  hastening  to  hear  an4 
to  see  them  —  but  I  will  say,  that  if  my  Lorcj 
Duncan  thought  my  return  or  personal  attend- 
ance, at  sea  or  on  shore,  necessary  to  him,  in 
any  possible  way,  I  would  measure  back  my 
steps  with  redoubled  speed.  He  has  been  to 
me,  as  indeed  he  was  to  all  the  ship-s  company, 
a  friend  and  a  father.** 

This  declaration^  with  its  accompaniments^ 
will  give  you,  as  it  gave  to  me,  the  characters 
of  the  describer  and  the  described :  I  beheld  a 
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living  portrait  of  each'  before  mc ;  and,  as  on 
enquiry  I  find  there  is  every  reason  to  rely  on 
the  painter,  whoever  sees  this  brief  sketch  will 
be  in  possession  of  an  etching  of  two  valuable 
pictures. 

In  course  of  the  first  evening  he  related  a 
variety  of  circumstances,  which  fell  under  his 
own  observation  while  on  board  the  Venerable, 
both  before  and  after  the  glorious  nth  of  Oc- 
tober, As  some  of  these  are  calculated  to 
afford  you  a  yet  farther  display  of  the  character 
and  manners  of  our  English  Tars^  I  will  sub- 
join them. 

The  bravery  of  the  men  in  general,  amidst 
the  agonies  of  wounds,  and  at  the  very  moment 
of  death,  could  never  have  be'en  credited,  the 
Doctor  says,  by  himself ^  had  he  not  been  an  eye 
and  ear  witness.  "  You  are  not  to  imagine  I 
was  circumscribed  to  the  narrow  bound  of  my 
clerical  office,*^  said  he.  **  In  the  day  of  blood 
1  was  on  triple  duty,  alternately  acting  as  sailor, 
chaplain,  and  surgeon's  assistant,  when  the 
battle  might  too  truly  be  said  to  bleed  in  every 
vein.  I  was  now  called  upon  to  mini2>ter  to  the 
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recoverable,  now  the  irrecoverable.  Believe 
ine»  Sir,  not  a  compUUnt  followed  the  gashed 
flesh  or  lost  limbs  of  the  first,  nor  a  regret  for 
departing  existence  mingled  in  the  fleeting 
breath  of  the  last.  A  mariner  of  the  name  of 
Covey  was  brought  down  to  the  surgery  de- 
prived of  both  his  legs ;  and  it  was  necessary, 
some  hours  after,  to  amputate  still  higher.''  ''  1 
suppose  those  d— ^  scizzars  will  finish  the  bu« 
siness  of  the  bullet,  master  mate  V*  -^  *^  Indeed, 
my  brave  fellow,''  cried  the  surgeon,  **  there  is 
some  fear  of  it.**  **  Well,  never  mind,*'  cried 
Covey,  interposing,  "  Pve  lost  my  legs,  to  be 
sure,  and  mayhap  may  lose  my  life ;  but  we  beat 
the  Dutch ;  d— n  me,  we  have  beat  the  Dutch, 
this  blessed  day  my  legs  have  been  shot  ofif!  — 
So  ril  e'en  have  another  cheer  for  it— huzza! 
huzza !" 

^^  There  were  several  women  on  board  the 
Venerable  while  in  action  ;  amongst  ihc»t  a 
sailor's  wife  was  shot  at  the  side  of  her  hus- 
band, while  at  his  gun.  Another  young  wo* 
man  had  the  lanthom-bottle  shot  irom  her  hand» 
while  she  was  holding  it  for  the  surgeon  to 
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dress  her  fettber's  wounds,  and  perceiving  him 

look  terrified »  she  raa  to  her  father  and  cried, 

*'  If  you  have  not  received  any  more  hurt,  never 

mind  the  lanthorn. —  I  am  safe  and  sound,  thank 

God  —*  but  how  are  you,  O  father !  how  are  you  ? 

Example,  always  important,  has  perhaps  a 

more  extraordinary  influence  on  the  qtiind  in  the 

excitement  of  professional  courage,  than  m  any 

other  case.     There  it  seems  to  be  in  the  zenith 

of  its  power,  and  .exemplifies  nfhat  I  had  observied 

01)  a  former  occasion. 

^  Confederate  courage  forms  tb' embattled  line. 

Firm  on  each  side  connecting^  passions  join : 

^Tis  social  danger  either  troop  inspires, 

*Tis  sociai  honour  either  army  fires, 

Tis  social  glory  burnishes  the  van, 

'Tis  social  faith  spreads  oa  from  man  to  man. 

Dr.  D.  told  The  of  a  gallant  little  boy,  who, 
while  one  of  the  sailors  was  under  the  hands  of 
the  surgeon,  went  down  to  be  relieved  for  a 
wound  he  had  received  in  the  cheek.  **  Pray 
go  on  with  the  poor  man's  dressing.  Sir,''  said 
the  youthful  hero,  *^  he  has  lost  a  limb }  I  have 
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6nly  got  a  little  slap  on  the  face/*  The  gash 
was  deep,  and  the  blood  was  gushing  from  it  in 
torrents  into  the  poor  boy's  month  while  he 
spoke. 

The  description  of  the  general  bravery  of 
the  drew  in  the  brillianc  action  of  the  eleventh 
of  October*— during  which  our  Admiral  ap* 
peared  in  the  most  disdnguished  and  conspicu- 
ous manner — can  be  surpassed  in  its  effect 
upon  a  mittdt  such  as  yows,  my  Friend,  only 
by  the  account  of  the  desohtion  of  the  victor 
as  well  as  'the  vanquished  ships,  i^er  tie  battU 
was  gained  by  the  former  ! 

The  Doctor  represented  the  latter  as  a  wreck 
of  human  nature,  and  human  art  ^.    That  the 


^  OuF  grand  Daml  tupeiiimty  has  excited  the  envy  and 
jealousy  of  all  natioos  as  much  at  it  bat  expanded  the  ^ry 
of  our  own.  It  teems,  indeed^  at  tbtt  nonient,  to  be  the 
object  of  all  the  European  powers,  howerer  diKordant  their 
Ti'ews  and  principles  may  be  in  other  respectSf  to  unite  in 
resisting  that  homage  to  the  British  flag,  which  for  a  long 
succession  of  ages  they  were  either  conttcained  to  p^  or 
tacitly  to  yield*      But  in  the  language  of  one  of  our  most 
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vessels  fore  and  aft^  from  the  stem  to  the  stem 
were  clogged  with  carcasses,  and  that  the  scuppers 
were  fanning  with  blood  in  such  torrents,  that  the 
foot  of  caution  itself  could  not  move  without  re^^ 
celving  some  sanguinary  mark;  and,  finally, 
that  multitudes  of  beings,  in  the  pride  of  their 
days,  aind  who  never  met,  scarcely  in  the  same 
hemisphere,  till  the  moment  of  battle,  were 
now  covered  with  wounds,  and  so  defaced  and 
disfigured,  that  the  surviving  mariner  was  un**^ 
able  to  distinguish  his  messmate,  the  father  his 
son,  or  the  son  his  father ! 
Such,  my  Friend,  is  defeat;  and  such,  alai^ 


diltiogtiished  Senators  *«  "  I  haye  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  it  is  the  charter  of  our  existence,  the  banner  under 
which  we  should  all  rally ;  it  is  the  flag,  which,  imitating 
the  example  of  our  gallant  Seamen,  we  shodd  nail  to  the 
matt  of  the  nation,  and  go  dowa  with  the  Tessel^  rather  than 
Strike  it/' 
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is  victory !    Ah,  my  Friend !  let  us  sedc  conao* 
lation  in  less  painful  parts  of  the  subject. 

The  two  following  circumstances,  which  I 
draw  from  the  source  whence  I  derived  the 
former  anecdotes,  are  so  truly  descriptive  of  the 
high  and  subordinate  Sons  of  the  Waves,  as 
they  are  prdud  to  call  themselves,  that  to  pass 
them  oter  would  militate  againft  my  plan  to 
shew  you  all  orders  of  my  countrymen,  as  na- 
ture and  habits  have  made  them. 

After  the  Icapture  oi  the  fleet,  as  the  Dutch 
Admiral  was  ascending  the  side  of  the  Vene- 
rable, to  do  homage  to  the  British  Conqueror,  a 
sailor,  who  had  been  on  the  watch  some  time,  no 
sooner  saw  De  Winter  mounting  the  vessel, 
than  he  eagerly  thrust  his  head  from  an  open 
j>ort-hole,  and  exclaimed : — *^  Mynheer  Admi* 
ral.  we  have  been  long  on  the  lookrout  for  you, 
and  I  am  glad  to  see  you,  with  all  my  heart— 
you  will  be  kindly  received  on  the  quarter-deck^ 
I  am  positive — so  you  ought  to  be,  for  yoa 
fought  us  like  a  dragon,  and  knocked  us  about 
vrith  your  balls  like  nine-pins^  as  you  ought  to 
do  -*-  for  which,  I  hope,  you  will  let  me  have  the 
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first  shake  of  your  honourable  fist^  seeing  I 
have  been  standing  at  this  port-holei  on  and 
oflF,  for  these  two  hours.*'  De  Winter  present- 
ed his  hand,  and  the  English  sailor  received 
it  respectfully. 

Lord  Duncan's  reception  of  his  venerable 
captive  was  an  interesting  sight.  The  former 
stood  ready  at  the  border  of  the  ship  to  offer 
him  the  embrace  of  a  generous  victor,  fully  sen- 
sible of  the  achievements  of  the  vanquished.  De 
Winter  was  much  moved }  and,  after  much  be- 
sitation,  escclaimed, — *^  O  Admiral!  ypu  see  be- 
fore you  the  only  Dutch  naval  conmiander  ever 
taken  alive  —  but  why  should  I  droop?— a 
thousand  open  mouths  of  my  ship,  and  of  yours 
also,  bear  witness,  and  will  all  speak  for  me. 
They  will  certify  that  I  did  not  quit  the  former 
till  she  was  a  wreck." 

.  The  Doctor  assured  me  that  had  Story, 
another  of  the  Dutch  Admirals,  remained  ten 
minutes  longer,  he  must  have  been  taken. 

I  mentioned  to  you,  in  a  summary  way,  the 
Ijoliiical  importance  of  the  victory  of  my  Lord* 
Duncan,  in  a  former  letter  j  and,  probablyjj 
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many  accounts  have  since  met  your  eye;  but  I 
have  never  seen  or  heard  any  report  at  once  so 
affecting  and  impressive,  and  certainly  none 
more  authentic  than  that  which  was  made  by 
Dr.  Duncan  to  the  Sailors,  in  a  Naval  Sermon, 
delivered  on  board  the  Venerable,  and  of  which 
the  Author  favoured  me  with  a  copy. 

The  part  to  which  I  particularly  allude,  is  in- 
troduced, in  a  most  aweful  manner,  by  a  verse 
from  Scripture : — 

**  Every  battle  of  the  warrior*'  says  the  Pro- 
phet, «*  is  with  confused  noise,  and  garments 
rolUd  In  Mood.^'  No  wonder  that  this  should  be 
the  case,  when  two  adverse  fleets  met  on  the 
ocean,  so  nearly  on  equal  terms,  composed  of 
the  two  bravest  nations  on  earth  ! 

**  It  is  allowed  by  those  who  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  beholding,  as  we  have  had,  my  brave 
countrymen,  that  there  never  was  a  harder 
fought  battle  on  the  £ace  of  the  great  deep. 
Without  the  loss  of  one  moment,  the  British 
fleet  made  towards  the  enemy  on  getting  sight 
of  the  signal  made  by  the  gallant  officer  ^o  was 
watching  their  motions. 
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**  Oa  approaching,  we  saw  the  hostile  foe 
in  a  line  of  battle  ready  to  receive  us.     Bear 
down  and  cut  through  the  enemy's  line  /  —  was  the 
signal  our  Admiral  ordered  to  be  hoisted,  —  and 
engage  them  to  leeward  in  close  action,  every 
ship  her  opponent.^     It  was  repeated  by  the 
Vice-Admiral  •,  and  on  board  the  Venerable  it 
remained  for  one  hour  and  an  half  till  shot 
away  j  never  was  a  fleet  led  into  action  with 
greater  courage,  never  was  any  one  continued 
with  more  determined  bravery.      The  British 
Admirals   displayed  the  greatest  heroism  and 
magnanimity.     They  will  live  for  ever  in  the 
remembrance  of  a  grateful  country,  so  will  those 
ofBcers  who  nobly  fought  their  ship»  in  close  ac- 
tlon^  by  which  means  that  glorious  victory  has 
been  obtained,  which  hath  spread  universal  joy 
and  gladness  through  the  whole  British  empire^ 
At  a  particular  period  of  this  severe  and  hot  ac- 
tion, the  Venerable  was  placed  in  a  most  criti- 


•^  Onslow,  now  Sir  SaQlur^l 
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cal  situation,  surrounded  by  the  enemy's  ships, 
enveloped  in  thick  smoke^  bordering  on  dark- 
ness itself;  the  astonished  spectators  lost  sight 
of  her  for  some  considerable  space,  anxious  be- 
yond measure  for  her  safety ;  and  while  dread^ 
ing  some  fatal  disaster,  lo !  she  emerged  like 
the  sun  from  behind  a  cloudy  not  indeed  spread* 
ing  her  genial  influences  like  that  glorious  lumi- 
nary, but  striking  terror  into  her  enemies  by 
the  thunder  of  her  well-dire£ted  artillery.  •* 

The  effect  of  such  ah  harangue,  in  language 
which  all  might  comprehend  7^  and  at  such  a 
moment  —  the  auditors;^  still  on  the  bosom  of 
the  ocean,  and  in  the  very  ship  where  they  had 
been  so  recently  engaged  in  the  ^^  battle  of  the 
warrior,"  —  that  ship,  too,  almost  a  wreck  — 
and  in  presence  of  the  commanding  officers^ 
both  of  the  British  and  Dutch  fleets — the  eflfect, 
I  say.  Baron,  of  such  an  address,  attended  by 
such  circumstances,  can  hardly  be  pictured  by 
the  most  glowing  imagination.  It  admirably 
prepared  the  minds  of  the  crew ;  a  prayer,  in 
which,  the  Doctor  said,  they  seemed  unani- 
inously  to  attend^  even  with  a  holy  reverence  of 
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silence  that  might  bo/r/r,  though  not  heard -4^' 
aad  when  he  pronounced  the  following  apo5* 
strophe  to  the  Supreme,  everj  heart  seemed 
alternately  to  bow  down  and  lift  itself  up  in 
supplication* 

**  O  Thou,  whose  dominion  ruleth  over  all. 
The  stormy  winds  and  tempestuous  waves  obey 
thee.     Often  h^ve  we  experienced  thy  kind 
protecting  providence,  while  plowing  the  path- 
less ocean  by  nighc  and  by  day.     Thou  hast 
covered  our  heads  in  the  da^  of  battle,  thou 
hast  crowned  us  with  victory  and  success^    T6 
thee,  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  the  God  of  Battle,  who 
givest  the  victory  to  whonisoever  thou  pleasest, 
to  thy  great  ^d  worthy  name  we  devoutly  as« 
cribe  the  honour  and  the  praise.    In  testimony 
of  our  heartfelt  gratitude  and  love  to  thee  —  the 
Grand  Disposer  of  all  events!  may  we  henceforth 
make  thy  precepts  tl^  rule,  and  thy  glory  the 
aim  of  all  our  actions.    Hasten  the  happy  pe- 
riod, we  pray  thee,  O  God,  when  nation  shall 
not  rise  up  against  nation,  neither  shall  they 
learn  the  art  of  war  any  more,  when  they  shall 
(urn  their  swords  into  plough-shares,  and  theif 
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Spears  inio  pruning-hooks :  O  that  the  contend* 
ing  powers  of  the  earth  may  lay  aside  their  mu- 
tual animosities,  that  they  would  learn  to  culti^ 
vate  the  art  of  peace,  rather  than  the  art  of  war. 
O  that  they  may  be  actuated  with  true  benevo- 
lent principles  and  sentiments,  and  soon  embrace 
each  other  with  the  out-stretched  arms  of  uni- 
versal benevolence.  That  they  may  dwell  to- 
gether in  harmony  and  concord.  That  mutual 
love  and  social  intercourse  may  succeed  the  mi« 
series  attending  discord  and  dissension. 

«  We  would  at  this  time,  O  God,  with  com-r 
passionate  hearts,  mingle  the  sympathetic  tear 
with  all  those  who  have  lost  their  near  and  dear 
relations,  who  have  died  around  us  in  the  bed 
of  honour.  Thou  art  the  Father  of  the  father- 
less, and  the  Husband  of  the  widow.  Pour  into 
their  hearts  the  balm  of  consolation,  raise  up 
friends  to  diem  in  the  time  of  their  necessity. 
Give  speedy  relief  and  perfect  recovery  in  thy 
good  time  to  all  those  who  are  now  languishing 
in  their  wounds.  May  thei!"  lives  be  preserve4 
to  praise  thy  name  in  the  land  of  the  living  j 
and  may  a  generous  pu^c,  for  whom  they 
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fought,  for  whom  they  bleed,  liberally  provide 
for  their  sustenance  anji.  support !'' 

Of  the  ungovernable  joy  with  which  the  news 
of  this  victory  was  received  and  celebrated  by  the 
PuBLip  throughojit  every  part  of  the  empire, 
we  have  perhaps  no  paralleTin  our  naval  history, 
unless  that  which,  at  the  moment  I  am  writing, 
xnay  be  brought  into  cotnpetipon —  the  sublime 
victory  of  Nelson  •.  To  my  feeling,  there  is 
uo  part  of  the  action  on  the  ift  of  August — 
though  the  whole  was  glorious  —  that  may 
be  compared  for  sublimity  with  the  very  first 
sentence  in  his  Lordship's  letter  to  the  Ad« 
miralty,  wherein  he  ascribes  the  victory  to 
Almighty  GOD ! 

After  what  I  have  formerly,  and  now  said, 
of  both  these  noble  asserters  of  pur  marine  do* 


*  It  if  lingi^iT  enough,  that*  while  I  tipas  cntcrlog  witb 
the  Docfor  on  the  sutject  oi  Lord  Duncan's  victory,  the 
n«wi  arrived  at  Cambridge  of  that  which  covers  Lord  Nel- 
son with  lanrels.  On  which  occasion,  both  the  town  and 
the  university  —  no  vciy  coounon  case  I  am  told  —  entered 
into  a  gorgepus  competition  which  should  most  out-blaze  the 
ptbcr  in  signs  a^d  tokens  of  loyally* 
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sninioiiSy  It  is  a  species  of  tautology  to  say^  I 
partake^  !a  common  with  my  countrymen^  a 
warm  interest  m  the  honours  which  have  been 
f&d  to  Lord  Duncan^  and  his  associates  io 
victory !  In  truth,  I  would  rather  see  them  exw- 
larged  than  diminished.  The  public  rqoicings 
which  I  have  just  noticed,  as  consequent  .on  the 
acdon,  did  credit,  I  will  not  say  4mply,  to  the 
loyalty,  but  to  the  fatrlotism  of  the  country : 
and  the  contributions  —  which  were  heaps  of 
gold,  made  for  the  widows  and  orphans  — hjtt 
more  honourable  to  the  feelings  of  £ngh'shmen. 
Ms  MaJesty^s  visip  to  the  Nore  would  have 
been  complicated  with  many  interesting  circumt 
stances,  to  himself,  his  family,  and  his  people^ 
He  would  have  seen  the  great  ffuhuaris  of  fbc 
htand^  returned  with  satisfied  hearts  to  a  sense 
of  their  duty,  and  been  an  eye-witness  to  the 
roost  brilliant  proofs  of  their  allegiance.  And 
Aese  testimonies  of  their  sincerity^trould  have 
been  seen  in  the  very  place  where,  a  few  mombg . 


•  U%  Lcticf  XVI.  of  thii  vdtimc. 
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before,  their  desertions  threatened  roin  to  the 
land  they  had  now  protected:  and  though  a 
fardon  or  commission,  taken  by  Captai4  Fairfe^ 
to  the  condemned  seamen,  was  an  action  worthy 
of  the  authority  from  whence  it  came,  had  the 
mercy  been  dispensed  to  these  mistaken  men  by 
his  Majefty  in  person  —  surrounded  by  the  brave 
Protectors  of  the  empire,  it  would  have  been 
one  of  this  most  touching  events  that  can  ever 
be  expected  to  happen  to  any  man,  or  to  any 
monarch.  There  is,  nevertheless,  a  point  at 
which  even  the  applauses  of  the  brave  should 
Stop.  The  brightest  victory  is  purchased'  with 
the  blood  of  pur  countrymen  and  friends ;  and 
while  nature  and  patpotism  mourn  for  them, 
humanity  must  extend  hei*  sigh  even  to  out 
3laught^red  foes.  The  visit  to  St.  Paul's,  there- 
fore, if  it  had  been  conducted  as  a  fagiant\ 
ipould  have  t>een  improper;  not  a  few  might 
have  thought  it  im|npiis :  but  if,  on  the  oth^ 
.fc^d,  it  wai$  intended  as  a  solemn  aspiration  of 
the  public  mind  foif  Peace,  unaccompanied  by 
any  indecorous  pomps  of  procession,  or  clamor- 
ous applause,  tl^cre  is  npt  jptlleart  which  would 
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not  have  been  elevated  in  earnest  prayer  for  iho 
attainment  of  the  only  blessing  which,  after  all  our 
victories,  can  save  our  country..  And  this  is  the 
only  blessing  which  has  any  relish  of  salvation 
in  it  for  us  still !     God  speed  it. 

In  the  mean  time^  you  will  heartily  join  with 
me  in  the  eulogy  pronounced  by  my  L»ord  CokEj 
more  than  a  century  ago,  when  the  navy  of  this 
country  distinguished  itself  for  the  character 
which  you  see  it  has  ever  since  invariably  and 
proudly  maintained ;  ^'  The  King's  navy  exceeds 
all  others  in  th^  world  for  three  things^  viz; 
beauty>  strength,  and  safety.    For  UaiOy^  they 
are  so  many  royal  palaces  \  for  strength j  (no  part 
of  the  world  having  such  iron  and  timbers  as 
England  hath),  so  many  mooring  castles  and 
jbarbicank  1   and,  for  i^//»  they  are  the  most 
defensive  walls  of  the  reabn.    Amongst  the  ships 
of  other  nations,  they  are  like  Uons  amongst 
silly  beasts,  or  fsdcoas  amongst  fearful  fowl/" 

Tou  have,  no  doubt,  heard  of  our  intention,^ 
io  perpetuate  the  glorious  vi4)tories  of  the  British 
navyi  by  a  grand  column  or  monumental  pile, 
intend^  to  display  ^rophies  descriptive  of  ouc 
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late  success  over  the  Fleets  of  France,  Holland^ 
and  Spain.  The  British  Poets  will,  of  course, 
woo  the  British  Muse  in  all  the  varied  world  of 
song.  The  Gleaner  claims  no  other  merit  from 
whatisllows,  than  that  of  having  been,  so  fat 
as  he  knows,  the  first  to  touch  the  lyre  on  this 
animating  occasion* 
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INSCRIPTION. 

LONG  as  Britannia's  wave -bound  Ciim  sUafl 
6ttnd» 

Long  as  her  earth-subjecting  Seas  shall  flow. 
Long  as  her  scepter'd  Fleets  those  seas  command^ 

Or  aught  of  Glory  shall  remain  below. 

So  long  this  Structure^  to  her  Chiefs  sut>llme9 
Shall  lift  the  thought,  and  fix  the  wand 'ring  ejei 

And  when  Eternity  shall  vanquish  Time, 
Those  Chiefs  shall  claim  a  triumph  in  the  sky* 

Spiriti  of  Albion  shall  the  trophies  raise. 
Not  form'd  of  column'd  clouds,  or  piUatM  air, 

Kot  slightly  twin'd  with  perishable  bays. 
But  angel  hands  a  deathless  wreath  prepare* 

For  tho'  the  wretch  who  wades  to  power  thitmghblood^ 
Shall  feel  the  murderer's  pangs,  tho'  thrones  were 
giv'n, 
Tho'  wanton  conquest  stain  the  blushing  flood. 
Who  save  their  native  Land  are  isaar  to 
Heaven. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


i 


Oi«£AKIK08  IK  fiNOLAKO*  559 

Distinguish'd  these  amidst  the  reahns  of  resty 
'   And  grav'd  in  characters  dirine  their  name^ 
Seraphs  of  happiest  note,  where  all  are  ileit, 
.   And  crown'd  with  fulkiess  of  celestial  fame. 


•^*  It  if  hoped  and  believed,  that,  when  *•  Grim  Ws- 
aged  War*'  shall  cease  to  drench  our  laurels  in  the  blood  of 
our  heroes,  this  magnificent  tribute  of  national  gratitude  will 
be  carried  into  execution;  but,  in  case  the  tremendous  power 
which  drains  that  blood,  should,  also,  exhaust  the  treaturet 
of  the  country,  and  lea?e  us  no  cause  to  mark  CTea  our  vic- 
tories by  a  memorial  of  triumph^  the  very  mtention  of  a  plaa 
so  noble  deserves  praise ;  and  there  may  be  something  of  pa- 
triotism in  preserving,  by  every  possible  means,  ^en  an  out- 
line of  the  design  and  idea,  as  Kt  forth  in  the  public  prints  of 
this  country : 

**  Naval  Pillar,  under  the  afspices  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Clarence.^ —  As  the  intended  national  struc- 
ture in  commemoration  of  our  naval  victories,  while  it  pro- 
claims to  future  ages  the  glorious  achievements  of  onr  naval 
and  marine  heroes,  should  also  be  a  monument  of  national 
taste,  and  exhibit  a  specimen  of  British  Art,  in  that  improved 
state  to  which  it  has  been  raised  during  the  reign,  and  under 
the  immediate  auspices  of  our  beloved  Sovereign — and  there- 
fore, that  the  honour  of  giving  the  design  for  a  work  of  such 
magnitude  and  importance,  may  be  open  to  all,  and  the  ge- 
nius and  talents  of  the  country  £iirly  exerted,  artists  of  every 
description  arc  hereby  solicited  to  offer  designs  for  this  pur- 
pose, consisting  of  plans,  elevations,  sections,  and  such  other 
drawings  as  may  be  necessary  to  exphin  fully  the  idea  of  the 
'Artist,  — >  k  is  proposed  that  the  altitude  of  the  pillar,  obc- 
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feet ;  andj  in  order  that  the  view  of  this  cdi&^  may  oot  bd 
intercepted  by  buildiogt»  or  other  ob$tructions»  it  U  proposed 
to  be  placed  within  an  extensive  area^  upon  a  mound  or  base* 
ment  thirty  feet  high,  to  be  ascended  by  flights  of  steps  on 
four  sides.  Tablets  for  inscriptions  must  be  provided,  and 
suitable  trophies  and  other  decorations  introduced;  but, 
as  a  profusion  of  ornament  is  incompatible  with  baildings  of 
this  magnitude  and  character,  a  chaste  and  classical  simplicity 
in  its  embciiishmenUy  as  weU  as  its  general  form,  ii  particu- 
larly requested. —For  the  design  which  shall  be  deemed  by 
the  Committee  the  most  appropriate^  a  gold  medal,  vahe 
thirty  guineas,  will  be  given ;  the  sum  of  twenty  guincaf 
will  also  be  gtven  to  the  next  in  merit ;  and  fifteen  to  die 
third.  —  The  drawing  to  be  made  to  a  scale  of  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  to  a  foot.  They  are  to  be  delivered,  with  a  pro- 
pier  description,  on  or  before  the  20th  of  December  next  $ 
each  dte2|pa  "being  accompanied  with  a  sealed  letter,  with  a 
motto  or  mark  on  the  cover,  corresponding  with  a  amilaf 
one  on  the  drawing  to  which  it  is  attached. 


At  the  moment  In  which  this  sheet  is  sent  for  revision,  I 
learn,  that  the  fleets  of  Dennuurk,  Sweden,  and  Russia,  kte 
our  **  good  and  magnatumous  Allies/'  are  become  our  de« 
clared  or  covert  enemies ;  so  that  we  now  have  the  whole 
vrorld  of  waters  pouring  in  tertentt  upon  us.  If  our  long* 
maintained  sovereignty  of  the  seu  can  cope  with  these,  bet 
Naval  Pillar  would  indeed  merit  the  homage  of  the  unrrerse. 
But,  even  then,  unless  Pbaci  should  be  the  nsult*  oiur 
victory  abroad  would  be  our  defeat  at  homt. 
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P.  S.  —  Respecting  our  «eats  of  leanung, 
however^  you  arc  not  to  be  misled  by  any  de- 
scriptions of  my  ingenious  Friend,  nor  by  any 
yet  more  reducing  images  in  your  own  fancy, 
into  an  opinion^  that  all  who  live  either  near  to, 
or  on  the  classic  ground  or  academic  groves  are 
therefore  learned,  or  that  Science  spreads  her  sa- 
cred influence,  or  Wisdom  extends  her  sway,  so 
as  to  encroach  on  the  realms  of  Ignorance. 
No,  truly  !  the  territory  of  that  mighty  poten- 
tate is  within  sound  of  Great  Tom  ;  and  it  has 
even  been  said,  she  has  some  possessions  in  the 
colleges  themselves. 

For  instance,  an  opulent  yeoman,  who  farmed 
his  own  estate  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sister  uni- 
tersity,  being  pricked  down  for  sheriff  of  the 
county,  entered  on  the  exercise  of  this  honour- 
able office,  by  improving  his  house  and  grounds 
instead  of  improving  his  mind.  The  architect, 
ire.  being  sent  for,  he  took  him  into  the  best 
parlour,  aiKi,  poihting  out  at  a  window,  '^  Now, 
Mr.  What-dy*e-calUum,"  said  he,  *'  I  want  yoir 
to  cut  a  whiskey  through  these  trees,  that  my 
daughter  MoU  may  stand  in  the  middle  of  the 

voLf  u.  O  a   - 
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room  and  sec  Oxen**'  The  improver  was  con^ 
founded,  and  knew  not  what  to  reply ;  but,  at 
last,  he  made  out,  that  he  was  tcr  cut  a  vist^i 
through  the  trees  to  give  Molly  a  view  of 
Oxford, 

When  the  same  sage  sheriff  w^nt  to  meet  the 
Judges,  and  to  conduct  them  into  the  city,  hav- 
ing been  invited  to  take  a  seat  in  their  Lordships 
coachj  he  immediately  addressed  one  of  them 
.  whom  he  knew,  by  saying,  "  Mr.  Judge,  I  am 
glad  to  see  you  — how  does  Mrs.  Judge  dp,  and 
the  Miss  Judges,"  alluding  to  his  wife  aqd 
daughters.  Then  turning  to  the  other,  he  verjf 
politely  asked,  **  Be  you  a  Judge,  or  be  you  a 
Sergeant?"  «  Why,  Mr.  Sheriff,"  said  his 
Lordship,  ^*  do  you  put  that  question  to  me  ?" 
«  Because,'*  ssdd  he,  *'  they  sometimes  ^^/ «f 
off  here  with  a  Serjeant.'* 

It  would  be  endless  to  detail  the  wse  and  witty 
sayings  of  this  a^/e  and  intelligent  civil  magi- 
strate. On  his  return  from  visiting;  the  fleet  at 
Portsmouth,  (the  most  distant  and  the  only 
journey  he  probably  ever  undertook  beyond  the 
limits  of  three  or  four  marked  towns  where  he 
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iiad  business),  one  of  his  friends  enquired  what 
sights  he  had  seen.  •*  b/'  said  he,  *«  T  have 
ceen  strange  huge  houses  floating  on  the  water; 
called  ships.'*  "  Do  you  remember  the  names 
of  any  of  the  ships  n^w  in  harbbur  ?'*  "  Faith 
they  are  too  hard  for  me  to  speak  in  general ; 
but  two  of  them  were  called  the  All-sides,  and 
the  Buz'/ore.'*  These,  on  investigation,  appear 
to  be  the  Alcides  and  Bosphorus  men  of  war. 
Neither  are  you  to  imagine  that 

^*  Cam's  smooth  margin  and  the  peaceful  vale," 

inspire  only  those  whom  science  summons  to  her 
**  cloyster's  pale,"  as  university  studejits;  a 
friend  and  townsman  of  your  Correspondent's, 
even  though  an  alderman*  —  to  which  charac- 
ter the  vulgar  prejudice  of  my  country  attaches 
^  love  of  good  feasting,  rather  than  of  good 
poesy  —  is  distinguished  by  the  Muse.  With 
ihat  modjsisty  which  mar]$;s  real  merit  m  general. 


♦  Mr.  InD. 
B  O  Z 
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f^  my  Friend  in  particular,  I  havft  dnwn  firoit 
Idxa  ^  his  slow  leave  '*  to  offer  you  a  pi-oc^  6f 
my  assettioD^  iq  the  two  following  origiml 
^oimets;  the  first  of  wbidi  wiH  give  every 
)o?ef  of  geniua  a  pzifi^  that  the  itcond  will 
|weet]y  remove. 
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SQNNET,  written  whilit  a  report  prevailed  of 
the  Death  of  Mrs;  Charlotte  Smith. 

«  A  Vof^t  I  hpv,  ^oft  whisp'ring  io  the  gtlc. 
Slowly  as  nmsing  tfaro'  the  grove  I  8tray» 
*^  Far  frpm  thp  earth,  ^ee  winged  ho9t8  conrey^ 

The  muse*loy'4  Poetess  of  Anin's  vajc" 
Thou  gentle  river !  by  whose  murm'riog  strpani 

Rov*d  the  sad  Songstress  many  a  lowering  day. 
Suiting  her  sorrows  to  some  mournful  thcmCj 

Yet  fpndly  viewiog  hope'?  drfusive  ray ; 
No  more  her  feet  jhajl  press  thy  margill  green. 

No  more  her  srog  thy  solemn  5hade3  invite^ 
Wearied  with  scene?  of  toil,  to  realnjis  9er^ae 

Her  plaintive  spirit  takes  its  happy  flight : 
Ah !  there- ;idmitted  to  celestial  quires^ 
Sweet  sonnets  she  Mv^^  tp  g;>ld^  lytes:" 
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SONNET  addressed  to  Mrs.  Charlotte 
Smith,  the  report  of  her  Death  being  with- 
oat  foundatioo. 

>    ^  And  read  tbe  book  of  destiny  imot/' 

A»IK. 

*<  Fair  Poetess  \  forgive  the  hasty  zeal 

That  urg'd  the  muse,  seeking  the  cypress  gloom. 
To  gather  flowers  of  fragrance  for  thy  tomb : 

My  heart,  froiii  sorrow,  early  learned  to  feel. 
•In  haunt  forlorn  and  drear,  when  merit  pin  *d. 

Or  hcav'n-born  genius  pressM  an  early  bier : 
For  oft  the  lyre  would  soothe  my  pcnfive  mind, 

And  oft  its  sweet  sofig  charm  my  listening  car : 
Now  livelier  notes  breathe  foftly  thro*  the  gale  5 

Aruna's  Songstress*  re-attuncs  the  reed. 
The  bird  of  ev'ning  thus  the  well-known  rale 

Chearful  reviews,  when  wint*ry'  storms  recede ; 
Pleas'd  to  the  moon's  lone  beam  to  pour  hcrroice. 
Whilst  rapture  swells  the  song,  and  all  the  woods 
rejoice." 


*  I  have  the  happiness  to  inform  you^  that  thU  deligbt- 
ful  Poet  is  itlll  preserved  to  the  British  Muse. 
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LETTER   XXltL 


St.  Ives,  tfov.  1798. 

**  Where  the  ittild  Ouzefs  gentle  maniiiirsflow> 
Beakfe  those  hills  where  rural  blessings  reign^ 

Viewed  from  the  sacred  edifice  belovf) 

Where  reft  our  friends  from  sorrow  and  from  pain/* 

THIS  stanza,  truly  descriptive  of  the  scene, 
and  by  a  worthy  native  *  of  the  place,  shall 
stand  as  the  motto  of  what  follows  my  dear 
Friend. 

The   ride  .  from  Cambridge  to  St.  Ives  f ,  in 


*  Edward  lad,  Efquire,  who  contributed  the  elegant 
sonnets  addressed  to  Charlotte  Smithy  and  other  poetic  iftyoun* 

f  It  is  faid  to  take  its  name  from  a  Persian  bishop,  who, 
about  the  year  600,  came  over  to  England,  preached  the 
gospel,  and  died  at  this  place.  And  it  appean  from  an  old 
Saxon  coin,  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  that  it  had 
formerij  a  mint }  and  was,  also»  once  noted  for  its  medicinal 
waters.  Here  Oliver  Cromwell  rented  a  &na  before  he  was 
diosen  a  burgess  of  Cambridge. 
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point  of  roads ^  2nd,  indeed,  thfongh  every  part 
of  Huntingdonshire,  in  which  this  town  is  d- 
tuated,  is,  perhaps,  the  best  of  a  kingdom  where 
all  are  more  or  lels  good.  The  whole  of  the 
twelve  miles^  which  is  the  exact  distance  between 
the  4 wo  places,  has  the  firmness,  and  even  the  deli- 
cacy, of  a  garden  walk ;  andthe  tditkipidof  the 
meadow-bnds  which  often  form  the  border  on 
each  side,  would,  bi  the  eye  of  a  foreign  tn^ 
vellcr,  gtvc  it  the  air  of  a  grand  path-way  to 
the  mansion  of  some  magnificent  signior,  or 
even  the  palace  of  the  Sovereign,  cut  through 
his  pleasure-grounds. 

Of  the  general  prospects,  however,  to  be 
seen  in  the  course  of  those  four  English  leagues, 
truth  will  not  allow  ih6  faithful  historians  of 
the  coutitry'  to  say  much :  and  of  this  place, 
one  of  i(^  principal  towns,  still  lets.  And  al- 
though, for  reasons  I  shall  soon  explain,  I  have 
a  warm  wish  to  do  the  best  I  can  for  it,  neither 
my  own  experience^  nor  the  descriptron  of 
others,  can  assist  the  rq>ort  of  its  being  reckoned 
the  most  considerable  market  for  cattle  in  £ng- 
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laod,  ex(^  Sisithfield}  and  that  it  is  four 
miles  horn  Haatingdozu 

FroBi  all  itin  important  local  circumstances 
»of  this  county,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  being 
abli^  to  promise  you  full  information,  from  a 
very  respectable  aqd  bgenious  gentleman  *,  who 
has  been  long  and  laboriously  employing  himself 
in  a  history  of  the  county,  -with  the  laudable 
design  of  doing  jusdce  to  some  parts  which 
hav»  suffered  from  misrepresentation,  and  of 
giving  a  fair  and  candid  description  of  the  whole. 
Various  public  and  private  causes  have  furotract^ 
ed,  and  are  still  likely  to  delay,  the  publication 
of  this  work;  but,  from  a  generous  oudine 
which  I  am  permitted  to  communicate  to  you, 
you  will  judge  what  copious  sheaves  may 
be  expected,  when  I  can  send  you  his  whole 
harvest.  * 

The  author  purposes  to  offer  the  natund 
history  and  antiquities  of  the  county^  and  will 
be  fouad  to  have  judiciously  distributed    his 


*  Rtftitad  Mr.  HutcUi««i  •f  UcijwtO^  Hunu* 
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book  into  well  arranged  compartYnents }  namel)^^ 
the  Vegetable,  Animal,  and  Fossil  ^Kingdom  «— 
Meteorology,  Healthfulness,  and  I..oilgcTtty— 
I4fc  of  eminent  Persons  — •  Nobility,  &c.  — 
Seats  —  Arts  — ^  Antiquities,  Bfitish,  Roman, 
Saxon,  Danish — i  Glossary  and  Etymology  of 
the  names  of  places  and  parishes. 

Of  the  Antiquities  of  this  county,  Mn  H. 
very  sensibly  observes,  by  way  of  generad  intro* 
duction  to  that  compartment  of  hid  work  which 
will  be  one  of  the  most  considerable,  that  the 
contemplation  of  past  times  givto  a  secret  plea* 
sure  to  the  mind,  and  which,  though  only  the 
studious  cultivate,  all  men  feeh  An  ancient 
building  falling  to  decay,  raises  sensations  in  the 
breast  more  interesting  than  that  very  building 
produced  in  them  who  viewed  it  new  from  the 
workman's  hands.  An  old  record  or  inscrip* 
tion,  in  an  original  tongue,  though  not  so  soon 
conceived,  has  something  like  the  same  effect. 
The  pleasure  arising  from  these  two  drcum* 
stances  indulged,  leads  men  to  the  study  of  what 
is  called  Antiquities,  which  makes  the  subject 
Mr.  H.  has  discussed  with  such  diligence.    He 
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adds,  ^^  that  what  is  known  of  the  respective  in- 
habitants of  the  world  before  the  flood,  can  only 
be  known  from  the  sacred  history^  as  all  the  mo- 
muneHts  of  ait,  though  not  of  nature,  by  that 
dreadful  visitation,  were  swept  away.  But  the 
Rplenkhing  the  earth  in  the  ages  succeeding 
that  period  can  be  proved  from  thence  and  from 
other  testtmoiiies. 

The  universal  spirit  of  emigration  and  colo- 
nization which  necessarily  then  took  place,  was 
unfavourable  to  buildmg ;  and  the  more  durable 
works  of  art,  if  we  except  one,  which,  though 
not  now  to  be  seen,  was  visible  for  some  ages 
afterwards,  namely,'  the  town  of  Mesopotamia, 
were  erected  with  an  intent  to  preserve  the  new 
generation  of  men,  when  they  descended  from 
the  hills,  from  the  like  catastrophe  which  had 
%o  recently  overwhelmed  the  old." 

In  process  of  the  botanical  part  of  the  history, 
which  forms  a  most  important  investigation,  he 
goes  at  some  length  into  a  new  question : — whe- 
ther the  soil  of  Huntingdonshire  be  not  highly 
favourable  to  the  culture  of  hops  ?  which  he  has 
shewn  rises  in  every  part  of  the  county }    of 
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which,  the  reader  maiy^cpect  to  tee  the  bd>Uats^ 
as  botanists  call  it,  and  proofs  of  its  ripening  tn 
many  places  to  perfection.  Some  of  the  Romaa 
reliques  are  to  be  found  on  the  spot  on  vbich  the 
rectory  of  this  gentleman  stands  -^^  It  is  on  an  en* 
campment,  which^  in  the  time  of  Ostoriua^  vm 
deformed  by  all  the  horrors,  and  agitated  by  all 
the  tumults  of  war,  and  is  how  a  peacefol  maa* 
^ion  —  and,  of  course,  the  fables  or  foct*,  which 
cfttwect  with  the  Holy-welU  \ji  bis  own  phttrch- 
yardy  are  not  forgotaw. 

Several  specimens  of  Roman  pottery  are  con- 
tinually found  on  any  fresh  opening  of  the 
ground  without  his  garden ;  however^  diough, 
in  general,  the  pottery  is  found  so  small  that  it 
is  difficult  for  people,  tmacqnaiated  with  die 
sight  of  such  objects,  to  say  ts^  what  species 
they  belong ;  yet  some  are  Dow  found  suffi- 
ciently large  to  discover  theaa  to  be  evident 
fragments  of  urns,  and  many  of  the  di3hes>  ^ 
plates,  or  sacrificing  patera* 

Neither  has  the  ingeniona  and  reverend  an* 
thor  neglected  to  vindicate  the  aspersed  mr  of 
this  county;  his  observations   on  which  a» 
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bomoiKroiisIy  init  good-naturedly  introduced  by 
•ome  anitnadt^rsions  on  the  strange  omission 
of  oar  great  and  justly  celebrated  antiquary « the 
late  Mr.  Grose  ^  vfho^  by  a  singular  mistake, 
aayt,  in  his  introduction  to  Cambridgeshire^ 
that  ^^  the  southern  or  higher  pare  of  the  coun^ 
ty  ii  v«ty  healthful,  but  the  northern  or  lower 
part  not  so^  on  account  of  iu  fens  and  marshes/' 
The  like  comparison,  it  is  possible^  he  would 
bate  made  between  the  western  and  eastern  of 
the  county  of  Huntingdon,  had  he  recollected 
that  there  was  such  a  county  as  Huntingdon- 
9i^te  in  England :  but  ht  has  entirely  forgot  to 
giVfe  it  a  place  in  his  useful  work,  though  he 
might  have  been  reminded  that  such  a  district 
existed  by  the  publisher  of  his  Maps  ;  who  hal 
given)  as  usuali  that  part  of  the  county  of  Hun» 
tiiigdoii  which  bordfrt  on  Cambridgeshire,  to 
which  Mr.  Grooe  has  given  a  part  of  Hunting- 
donshire. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  swampy 
ifituations  in  hot  or  warm  climates,  as  at  Barba- 
does  and  other  of  the  West  India  islands,  or  in 
the  campagna  of  Rome,  are  in  on^  season  of  the 
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year  very  unhealthful ;  but  it  may  be  satisfurw 
iory  to  find  a  certain  data  that  the  swampy  or 
temporary  inundated  parts  of  England  do  not 
much  afflict  the  inhabitants  with  serious  illness ; 
or,  if  they  do,  it  will  be  of  use  to  shew  to  what 
degree,  and  what  the  remedy.  The  comparing 
a  few  particular  instances  of  the  longevity  of  ^ 
inhabitants  of  the  one  coonty  to  the  like  few 
instances  of  another,  does  by  no  means  fiilfy 
reach  the  point  in  question^  as  original  stamina 
and  habitual  moderapon  has  more  to  do  with  ie^ 
perhaps,  than  climate  and  local  situation.  Bat 
the  air  of  that  place  in  reality  is  most  health&l, 
which  will  tend  to  conduct,  wi(h  son^e  dqpre^ 
of  certainty,  most  people  beyond  the  middlf 
period  of  life ;  and  this  can  best  be  known  by 
comparing  the  number  of  burial^  in  the  unioter* 
rupted  course  of  some  years,  with  the  number 
of  its  inhabitants  during  the  same  time»  ' 

And  it  is  on  this  plan  Mr.  H.  has  proce^Ied 
through  the  several  districts  of  his  county.  I 
shall  oSer  an  abridge^  account  of  the  estimate 
offirington,  whi^h  is  situate  in  the  hundrol  of 
Lcightonstonc. 
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The  number  of  inhabitants,  by  actual  enunie- 
^ation,  18  no\y  119;  ami,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  twenty  years,  it  appears  there  have  died  3$ 
persons;  therefore,  about  one  out  of  66  die 
j^nnually.  Now  births  are  to  burials  (as  ap- 
pears in  Derhant's  Table)  in  the.  Old,  Mkidle, 
gixd  Lower  March,  in  Germany,  as  1,9  to  i. 
Therefore,  Bringtbn, .  in  point  of  health,  only 
fjstlU  about  one  tenth  short  of  the  most  fa- 
v,oured  part  of  Europe,  and  probably  of  the 
whole  world*  It  exceeds  Cranbr^oH  in  Kent, 
mi  Aynho  in  Northamptonshirej  two  ^t^tbg^ 
which  were  the  favoured,  p.4rishes  mentionedi  by 
him  in  England.  ,  -, 

From  a  result  of  the  whole,  he  conclude 
tJxT^t  (be  county  of  Huntingdon^  ,in  general,  is 
by  no  means  so  inauspicious  to  health  as  may 
have  been  imagined,  and  that  some  parts  have 
exceeded  the  most  favoured  of  England.  By 
the  whole  of  these  and  every  other  calculation 
made  of  the  numbers  in  animal  life,  we  find 
that  the  learned  and  pious  Derham's  observa- 
tions are  just  —  viz.  that  though  the  whole  sur- 
&ce  of  our  globe  can  afford  room  and  Siupport 
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only  to  such  a  number  of  all  sores  of  Irripg  crea- 
tures ;  and  that  if,  by  doubling,  treblings  or 
any  other  multiplication  of  their  Und,  diej 
should  increase  to  doable  or  treble  the  number^ 
they  must  starve,  or  devour  one  another,  the 
balance  of  the  animal  world  is  throughout  all 
ages  kept  even,  and  by  a  curious  harmony  and 
just  proportion  between  the  increase  of  all  ani- 
mals, and  the  length  of  their  lives,  the  universe 
is  through  all  ages  supplied  but  not  overstored. 

It  appears,  indeed,  from  the  best  estimates 
in  Europe,  and,  perhaps,  chroogb  the  globe, 
that  there  is  a  certain  rate  and  proportion  in  the 
propagation  of  mankind.  Such  a  number 
marry,  so  many  are  bom,  such  a  number  die,  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  persons  in  every 
nation,  county,  or  parish. 
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NOTE. 

The  proportions  which  marriages  bear  to  births,  and 
births  to  burials,  lA  divers  parts  of  Europe,  may  be  seen  at 
an  easy  view  in  this  Table  : — 

Names  of  the  Tlacet.  Marrii^ei  to  SirSit  f§ 

Birthi  as  Buriaif. 

England  in  general  •  i  to  4  63  i  12  to  i 

London  -  -  ito4  Itoxx 

Hampshire  from  1659  to  1658  i  to4  X    1   to   X 

Tiverton,  in  Deron,  1560  to  1649  1  to  3  7  I  96  to  X 

Cranbrook,  laKent,  156b  to  1649  xt6  39  x6toi 
Aynho,  in  Northamptonshire,  for 

1 18  years  -  -  tto6  t6tot 

Leeds,  in  Yorkshire,  12a  years  1  to  3  7  X   7    to   r 

Harwood>  in  Yorkshire,  57  years  xto34  X23tot 

Upminster,  in  Essex,  ie#  years  Xto46  xStox 

Frankfort,  on  the  Main,  in  1695  x  to  3  7  x  a  to  x 
Old,  Middle,  and  Lower  Marcky 

in  1698  -  -  xto37  i^tox 

Dominions  of  the  K.  of  Prussia  in 

X698  -  -  -  X  to  3  7  i    5  to  t 

Breslawyin  Siberia,  from  1687  to 

1691  -  •  ^  ^         m  x6tox 

Paris,  in  1670,1671,  1672  I  to  4  7  x    to   X    6 

This  Table  shews  that  marriages^  one  with  anbtheiV  do 
each  of  them  produce  about  four  births,  not  only  in  Eng- 
land, but  in  other  parts  of  Europe  also.     Mr.  King's  estimate 
is,  that  about  one  in  1 04  marry,  for  he  judges  the  nnmbef 
VOL,  \l.  P  P 


Digitized 


by  Google 


578  X?LEAN1NGS  IN  ENGLAND. 

of  the  people  In  England  t^-be  about  fire  millions  and  a  half, 
of  which,  41,000  annually  many.  But  Major  Grant,  whose 
oonclusions  teem  to  be  well-grounded,  makes,  in  Lon4mi, 
140  males  to  13  females  :  but  Mr.  King  allows  only  10  males 
to  13  females  in  London  ;  in  other  cities  and  market  towns 
8  to  9  j,^  and  in  the  villages  and  hamlets  100  males  to  99 
females.  It  will,  upon  the  whole,  appear,  that  in  England 
generally  fewer  die  than  are  born  ;  and  we  may  consider  the 
calculations  of  Durham  to  be  accurate;  namely,  that  the 
ordinary  rate  of  the  increase  of  mankind  is,  that  every  mar- 
riage, one  with  another,  produces  four  births ;  and  he  has 
fccorded  a  singular  instance  wherein  that  number  has  been 
exceeded* 

*♦  Mrs  Honywood  was  daughter  of  Robert  Atwood  At- 
wratcrs  Es(j.  of  Lenham  in  Kent;  she  was  bom  in  1527, 
married  at  16  years  of  age  to  her  only  husband,  Robert 
Honywood  £sq.  of  Charing  in  Kent.  She  died  in  the 
93d  year  of  her  age,  had  1^  children,  seven  sons  and  nbe 
daughters ;  of  whicl/,  one  had  no  issue,  three  died  young, 
and  the  youngest  was  sUin  at  Newport  battle  June  20,  1600. 
Her  grandchildren  in  the  second  generation  were  114,  in 
ihc  thiid  228,  and  more  in  the  fourth. '^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


^Leanings  iU  englaJ^d.  579 

I  cannot  forego  the  pleasure  of  giving  you 
^hat  the  amiable  author,  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  the  calculation  stated  in  the  foregoing  note^ 
says  upon  the  whole  of  this  iiiteteSting  inquiry : 

*«  What/'  he  observes,  *«  is  all  this  but  ad^ 
tnirable  management?  what  can  th6  triaintain- 
ing,  throughout  all  ages  and  pi  ices,  these  pro- 
portions of  mankind  and  all  other  creatures^ 
this  harmony  in  the  generations  of  mcnj  be^  but 
the  work  of  one  that  ruleth  the  world  ?  Is  it 
possible  that  every  species  of  animals  should  be 
80  evenly  preserved^  proportionate  to  the  occa* 
sions  of  the  world  j  that  they  should  be  so  well 
balanced  in  all  ages  and  places,  without  the  help 
of  Almighty  Wisdom  and  Power  ?  how  is  it 
|)ossible,  by  the  bare  rules  and  blind  acts  of  Na- 
ture, that  there  should  be  any  tolerable  propor-^ 
tion,  for  instance,  between  males  and  females, 
either  of  mankind  Ot  of  any  other  Creature^ 
especially  such  as  ate  not  of  a  domestic  na- 
ture, atid  consequently  out  of  the  command 
and  tnanagement  of  man  ?  how  could  life  and 
death  keep  such  an  eVen  pace  through  all  the 
animal  world,  if  we  should  take  it  for  granted, 
p  p  a 
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that,  according  to  Scripture  history^  the  world 
had  a  beginning*,  (as  who  can  deny  ic)>  or,  it 
we  should  suppose  the  destruction  diereof  by 
Noah's  flood }  how  is  it  possible,  after  the  world 
was  replenished,  tha(  in  a  certain  number  of 
years,  by  the  greater  increases  and  doublings 
of  each  species  of  animals,  that  this  rate  of 
doubling  should  cease,  or  that  it  should  be  ccmr 
pensated  by  other  means? 
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lETTER   IXXIH 


St.  Ives. 

A  eouKTY^  pot  eKceediQg  twenty-fbut 
xniles  each  way^  and^  in  general,  a  much  less 
extent^  and  a  full  fifth  of  that  either  heath,  mo* 
rass,  or  fen }  its  scarcely  ever  rising  to  a  pre* 
sumipg,  never  to  an  i^bitious  elevation,  for 
the  most  part  a  long  grassy  level,  excludes  the 
very  idea  of  sublime  scenery,  and  might,  in* 
deed,  be  brought  into  a  modest -^  my  heart  will 
not  allow  me  to  call  it  a  bumUafing  contrast. 

You  will  naturally  desire  to  know  how  it 
happens,  that  the  heart  of  your  correspondent 
takes  so  lively  an  interest  in  the  spot  from 
Vilath  he  has  now  the  pleasure  to  address  yov* 

Ah,  my  Friend !  a  thousand  times,  a  thousand 
^motiona  attach  to  ir.  It  is  my  birth-place ; 
?'3 
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and,  returning  to  my  native  hearth  —  for  I 
write  in  the  house  where  I  was  born  —  I  feel  at 
this  moment  every  line,  every  syllable  of  that 
exquisite  picture  of  a  poet's  sensibility,  which, 
as  it  has  been  somewhere  eapprcssed,  is  a  combi- 
nation of  the  most  pleasing  ideas,  that  calls  the 
memory  back  through  the  subtle  maze  of  pass^ 
ing  events,  to  the  place  from  whence  we  derive 
our  existence,  and  there  fixes  it  with  a  partial 
and  melting  tenderness  on  scenes  of  juvenile 
pleasure.  This  endearing  fascination.  Baron, 
unites  person  to  place ;  and  thus,  while  we  rer 
member  the  regretted,  and  never  to  be  recalled, 
scenes  of  our  youth,  when  borne  by  destiny  to 
a  different  part  of  the  globe ;  the  involuntary 
joy  we  feel  on  meeting  those  whose  first  breath 
were  drawn  with  ours,  is  an  oblation  every  coiir 
genial  mind  will  offer  to  its  native  country. 

With  what  eagerness  did  I  explore  my  ac- 
customed walks  —  my  rambles  into  the  lanes, 
where  every  hedge  and  tree  were  familiar, 
where  the  very  boughs  seeoied  to  wave  in  salu« 
tatbn,  and  under  which  I  have  often  sought 
9  shelter,,  to  hide  from  soci^y  the  marks  of  ^ 
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tearful  youth;  sometimes,  indeedt  relieved  by 
the  mediation  of  that  boyant  and  elastic  spirit, 
which  marks  the  April  of  our  life :  and,  though 
I  am  arrived  at  a  period  of  the  year,  when  even 
Huntingdonshire  has  been  robbed  of  some  ver- 
dant charms,for  the  yellow  leaves  are  thinning  the 
shade,  and  falling  fast  in  my  path,  and  the  Robin 
is  become  my  chief  musician^  I  felt  the  power 
of  local  attachment.  It  rose  superior  to  innu« 
merable  circumstances  repugnant  to  happiness, 
and  even  afflictive  to  remembrance*  In  the 
progress  of  my  first  perambulation,  which  was 
almost  immediately  on  my  arrival,  though  I  had 
travelled  all  night,  I  encountered  a  variety  of 
old  friends  and  strangers  —  in  the  vegetation  as 
well  a?  in  the  architecture  of  the  place  —  an 
entire  set  of  new  cottages,  which,  though  neat, 
I  could  not  in  ipy  heart  prefer,  or  even  treat 
so  civilly  as  the  old  rugged  wy?h-trecs  which 
shaded  them,  and  which  had  undergone  no  other 
change  than  th^t  of  standing  the  brunt  of  wind 
and  weather  since  I  paid  my  last  visit  to  them 
r— a  space  of  almost  twenty  years  — .  but  with 
what  sincerity  did  I  renew  my  intimacy  with 
P  p  4 
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several  old  stubbed  trees  of  the  same  cbss,^ 
leading  from  the  house  to  the  school*  —  These, 
I  had  been  in  the  habit  of  seeing  twice  a  day, 
and  under  every  impression  which  the  varieties 
of  youth  can  take.  Were  a  timber-merchant, 
or  even  a  common  carpenter,  or,  indeed,  most 
men  of  business  ^,  to  look  at  them,  wlule  I 
thus  describe — they  would  think  I  intended 
every  word  ironically  —  and  certainly  these 
Appreciated  objects  have  nothing. to  recommend 
them  but  the  prepossession  of  a  very  long  ac- 


•  How  finely  18  this  described  in  a  Poem  which  1  have 
iCTCr  read  without  a  kind  of  homefeh  joy  I 

^'  But  as  the  less  ingenuous  passions  share 

The  bosom  of  the  worldling,  what  avails 
A  ray  from  kind  affection  glimmering  there  I 

Alas !  when  memory  lives,  yet  fancy  fafls. 
Vain  are  familiar  groves  and  sympathizing  dalcf  j 

Far  gone  in  life,  their  pleasure-gilded  prime 
The  huty^  scarce  with  rapid  glance  review  : 

But  turn  with  quick  aversion  from  the  time 
Which  melancholy  markM  with  sombre  hue» 

Where  pine  or  ebony,  or  ben-reed  gleams. 
To    float    their    huge- hewn   planks   along   the  gid|diy 
nrcaifas," 
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quaintance^  being  as  sorry  a  set  of  trees  ak  ^er 
Were  seen,  hollowed  with  age,  aAd  in  great 
measure  stripped  of  their  branches  above,  and 
roots  below — yet,  let  it  be  repeated,  I  bad  seen 
them  twice  a  day,  and  underneath  the  shade  of 
one  of  them  the  last  on  the  left-hand-side  from  the 
&mily-mansion,  and  from  which,  nature  accom* 
modated  me  with  a  seat  from  a  projection  in 
the  trunk,  I  stop  not  daring  to  indulge  such 
romances  at  home  -^  to  peruse  almost  the  ^st 
letter  addressed  to  my  affections ;  and  [which, 
though  written  by  a  hand  that  has  long  been 
mouldered  in  the  dust,  my  memory  has  trea- 
sured up  amongst  things  most  sacred !  will  you 
not  then  forgive  me  for  hallowing  this  tree,  and 
for  venerating  its  ruins  !  But  I  was,  nevertheless, 
interrupted,  before  I  had  done  reading;  or, 
tather,  before  I  had  finished  xhtjirst  perusal  — 
for  when  has  youth  done  reading  the  first  letter 
to  the  heart  ?  I  sought  refuge  in  a  little  nar- 
row lane  to  the  left,  neighbouring  the  tree, 
and  there  I  resumed  my  delighted  task.  The 
lane  had  even*  less  to  boast  of  than  its  rugged 
neighbours  —  but,    would   you  pardon   me. 
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If  I  did  not  at  this  moment  cherish  for  it  a 
kind  of  affection.  Then  the  gardea  opposite 
my  natal  mansion  —  the  old  and  unaltered 
part  of  a  farm-house,  though  the  new  and 
nnodern  part  attempts  something  of  gentility  — 
the  very  nuling  before  the  door,  and  the  dila- 
pidated wall  of  brick,  which  remains  the  fence 
of  the  farm-garden  —  the  wall  of  mud  likewise 
gapped  and  tottered  as  it  now  is — with  its 
stubble  roof,  and  the  well-remembered  bam  ad<r 
joining  with  its  roof  of  thatch,  the  very  moss  of 
which  came  into  my  recollection !  And  how  deq>- 
ly  did  I  regret  to  bear,  that  but  two  mutilated  and 
9ge-woTn  stumps  remained  of  a  stately  clump  of 
chesnut  trees,  which  had  so  often  greened  and 
blossomed  before  me ;  and  even  those  two  wers 
trimmed  into  a  kind  of  bush,  like  a  modern 
crop !  These  are  all  objects  of  ancient  amity  ; 
and  the  very  sight  of  them  revives  a  variety  of 
circumstances  interesting  to  thought ;  and  ex- 
cites the  "  Local  Attachment*'  so  sweetly 
painted  in  the  Poem  under  that  title^ 
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<«  ^^^^Returnlng  to  our  native  he^^rth. 

How  keen  the  pleasure  that  our  grief  repays  i 

When,  drinking  every  gale  from  kindred  earth 
As  redolent  of  youth's  refreshing  days. 
Fancy  the  wonders  of  her  art  displays  j 

^nd  o'er  each  object  we  in  absence  moum'd 
Shedding  the  richness  of  her  fairy  rays, 

Bids  e'en  the  little  hedgerow  that  we  scom'd 

Rise  in  a  mellow  light  by  some  new  charm  adom^d^ 

Lo,  as  he  hails  his  own  congenial  soil. 

What  joys  the  way-worn  traveller's  bosom  fiOy 
When,  after  many  a  danger,  many  a  toil. 

He  seeks  the  covert  of  his  native  hill ! 
Sudden  he  feels  a  dear  delicious  thrill 
At  the  first  gleaming  of  his  distant  trees ; 

And  hastens  to  the  chimp  that  shades  the  mill; 
And  deems  it  an  illusion,  as  he  sees 
His  oak  from  childhood  lov'd,  yet  waving  to  the 

breeze. 
With  quivering  hand  he  opes  his  HghtenM  door. 

Eyes,  in  his  pannell'd  hall,  each  welcome  chair; 
Pensive  surveys  the  windows  o'er  and  o'er, 
^  That  all  his  waken'd  feelings  seem  to  share ! 

(Sweet  recompense  for  long,  long  years  of  care  I) 
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And  many  a  silent  tear  'ris  his  to  shed^ 

As,  tremulous  for  joy  his  8te{>s  repair 
To  his  old  chamber,  where  his  weary  head 
May  press  secure  at  last,  his  own  accustomed  bed.** 

Had  the  Bard  seen  my  very  thoughts,  dear 
Baron,  and  in  his  own  beautiful  language  thus 
honoured  them  in  expression,  he  could  not  more 
exactly  have  painted  my  situation  and  sensations. 
And  it  is  sweet  to.  me  to  know,  that  we  must 
both  have  fel^  and  thought  alike  under  similar 
circumstances.  It  juatifies  one's  self-love,  which 
is  often  a  very  virtuous  affection,  to  trace  a  re- 
semblance of  one'$  own  mind  and  fancy  in  that 
of  another,  who  has  given  proof  of  a  tender 
disposition :  it  may  truly  be  called  meeting  witl^ 
a  ccmgcnial  spirit.  It  attracts  by  a  sympathy  of 
the  most  distinguished  kind :  for,  no  sooner  isi 
a  kindred  emotion  thus  disovered,  than  die 
sweet  demonstration  of  it  lives  in  the  memory,^ 
and  we  are  delighted  to  be  assured,  that  some- 
where there  is,  or  has  been^  a  brother  or  sister 
in  sensibility,  even  though  we  may  neref  bc^ 
personally  knowa  to  each  other* 
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That  these  feelings  will  be  easily  understood  by 
those  in  whom  the  business  or  the  pleasure  of 
the  world  has  not  extinguished  ic,  is  the  remark 
pf  a  most  elegant  mind*  That  sort  of  relation 
which  we  own  to  every  object  we  have  long 
been  acquainted  with,  is  one  of  those  natural 
propensities  the  mind  will  always  experience,  if  it 
has  not  lost  this  connection  by  the  variety  of  its 
engagements,  or  the  bustle  of  its  pursuits*  There 
is  a  silent  chronicle  of  past  hours  in  the  inani* 
mate  things  amidst  which  they  have  been  spentj 
that  gives  us  back  the  affections,  the  regrets^ 
the  sentiments,  of  our  former  days ;  that  gives 
back  their  joys  without  tumult,  their  griefs  with«> 
out  poignancy ;  and  produces  equally  from  both^ 
a  pensive  pleasure,  which  men,  who  have  retired 
*from  the  world,  or  whom  particular  circum* 
stances  have  somewhat  estranged  from  it,  will 
be  peculiarly  fond  of  indulging.  Above  all 
^ers,  those  objects  which  recal  the  years 
of  our  childhood,  will  have  this  tender  effect 
on  the  heart:  they  present  to  us  afresh,  the 
blissful  illusions  of  life,  when  gaiety  was  on  the 
wing  undamped  by  care,  and  hope  smiled  before 
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US  unchecked  by  disappointment.  The  disfafacd 
of  the  scene  adds  to  oiir  idea  of  its  feUcity^  and 
increases  the  tenderness  of  its  recollection ;  ft  is 
like  the  view  of  a  landscape  by  moonshine ; 
the  distinctness  of  objects  is  lost ;  but  a  mellow 
kind  of  dimness  softens  and  unites  the  wholes 

From  the  same  sort  of  feeling  has  the  idea  of 
home  its  attraction.  For,  though  one's  interest 
there  will  undoubtedly  be  heightened  by  the  re- 
lation  to  persons,  yet  there  is,  exclusive  of  that 
connection  altogether,  a  certain  attachment  to 
place  and  things,  by  which  the  town,  the  house, 
the  room  in  which  we  live,  have  a  powerful  in* 
fiuence  over  us.  He  must  be  a  very  dull,  or  a 
very  dissipated  man,  who,  after  a  month's  absence« 
can  open  his  own  door  without  emotion,  erea 
though  he  has  no  relation  or  friend  to  welcome* 
him  within*  '*  For  my  part,  I  feel  this  stiong<» 
ly,'*  says  an  amiable  writer ;  <*  and  many  an 
evening,  when  I  have  shut  the  dodr  of  my  littte 
parlour,  trimmed  the  fire,  and  swept  the  hearth, 
I  sit  down  with  the  feelings  of  a  friend  for  every 
chair  and  table  in  the  voom^** 
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This  is,  also,  finely  touched  by  Polewhelc : — 

**  Catullus  saw  once  more  the  lucid  tide. 
Around  the  green  banks  of  his  Sirmio  roll, 

^nd  hailM  his  tranquil  home  now  dim-descried, 
Happy  at  length  his  labours  laid  aside. 

Amid  his  oliv'd  island  to  repose, 

**  Here,  on  my  own  old  couch^*  the  master  cried 
**  Shall  I  dismiss  a  train  of  wakeful  woes, 

**  Here,  in  delicious  sleep,  my  heavy  eye-lids  close/* 

It  has  been  observed  that  this  attachment  to 
inanimate  objects,  discovering  itself  in  a  sort  of 
silent  converse  with  an  old  accustomed  chair, 
for  instance,  or  bed,  or  any  other  piece  of  fur* 
niture  to  which  we  have  been  long  used,  is  cha- 
racteristically British.  But  the  *•  Sirmio**  of 
Catullus  seems  to  prove,  that  the  old  Romans 
bad  hearts  to  feel  the  same  domestic  sympa- 
thies* 

You  arc  not,  however,  to  imagine,  that  the 
scenery  of  St.  Ives  is  calculated  only  for  natal 
prejudice,  and  that  it  is  wholly  without  interest 
or  beauty,  sufficient  to  please  the  general,  or 
even  the  critical  traveller. 
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The  Yiew  from  the  bridge,  'a$  you  enter  froni 
London  or  Cambridge,  opens  a  scene  of  beauty 
that  commands  attention*     From  thence  the 
eye  surveys  the  placid  Ouse,  winding  beside 
spacious  meadows,  rich  in  soil  and  beautiful 
on   the  surface,    so  smooth  and  lawny,   you 
might  suppose  it  a  pleasure-ground,  under  the 
frequent  discipline  of  the  roller.      The  other 
side  leads  you  to  the  handsome  town,  passing 
which,  if  you  continue  the  strait  line  by  the 
churchyard,  extending  your  walk  alongside  of 
a  thicket,  and  then  mount  the  little  hillock  — 
suffer  me,  in  modesty,  to  call  it,  midway  be« 
twixt  Houghton  and  St.  Ives  —  you  will  be  re* 
warded  by  as  rich  and  varied  a  display  of  what 
might  be  termed  the  softnesses  of  natural  beauty, 
that  a  fi^at  country  has  to  exhibit.     The  admired 
steeple  of  St.  Ives  and  Hemingford,  the  pute 
river  winding  before  you,   the  anglers  on  its 
willow-shaded  banks — the  clafik  of  the  water* 
mill  —  the  mill-house  —  the  playful  variety  of 
green,  unfolding  the  diversity  of  autunm }  many 
hundred  acres  of  the  richest  meadow  ground, 
covered  with  herds  —  the  town  of  St  Ives,  with 
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^be.  western  sua  gilding  it,  constitote  a  g^up  of 

objects,  evcn.a  Lo]i|herberg  might  think  worthy 

of  bis  pencil,  and:  consider  a  sketch  of ;  these 

softnesses  ipf  aatare^  a  relief irom  more  aspiring 

sceneryk 

,  .If^faaving  ascended  the  hillock^  you  pass  over 

a  stile  which  leads  to  How  Hills,   yofi^  as  a 

stranger,  would  gain  a  view  of  the  same  objects^ 

.  . » * 

ia  new  posidojis,  with.  sora<|  not  seen  befom — 
*—  more  meanderings  of  the  river  <^  ntiimerous 
groupings  of  the  cattle,  that  bed  smd  board  on 
it  -^  Qiorq  boats  and  barges  on  its  glassy  sur«> 
&ce,  to  give  it  life,  and  ,a  broader  scope  af 
pasturage,  whose  verdure  here  vfes  with  the 
proudest  treasures  that  v^etation  has  to  bestow. 
In  a  word,  it  is  scarcely  possible,  on  an  almost 
entire  fiat,  from  an  eminence  of  just  he^ht 
enough  to  disphy  its  beauties  —  without  being 
lofty  enough  to  look  scornfully  down  upoji 
them  —  to  see  a  more  agreeable  proq>ect  in  any 
part  of  England.  It  is  as  far  above  the  mean,  as 
it  is  below  the  sublime,  but  replete  with  whatever 
van  exhibit  to  the  human  eye  an  image  of 
plenty,  and,  blessed  be  Ck>d !  of  f  ^ar^,  to  enjoy 
VOL.  11.  (^<i. 
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^Bt,  ^ie  moi^  df  tbe  o^er  ^HHs  ^^iitaj^ 
iiie  bl«fedihg  afoiitia  yoti.  Tbe^^bns  bF'&.' 
hres,  it  U  true,  fttriiishes  i^t^th  but^'Ais 'bife^^^^^ 
fore }  !mt  thati  ^bu  wfll  idmitrfs^feic  W6Sh 
well  deserves  the  little  pause  it  demands }  ^aitS 
^ch  as  HaVe  the  p6ifeft'(k  itk  "peoA  "Mil  iiot 
6e'ebn^i!it  s5on  teresqjn  It. 
•^  In  t^tWrning  to  Wd  toWn,  ybupass  aiatfro^ 
path  ovi^r-krdhtd  tvYch  ti'ics,  Xi^ich,  Uy'^htSife 
ierpentW^s,  lekd  you  to  i  kiriti  of  ti!rrkce,Vh{fdca 
by  lime^,  plahted  fey  a  Mend  •  of  ihjr  youihi 
whJch  were  just  spririgirig  up  iffliin  I  bd&^e  Tai^ 
ifitm,  and  are  now  'grown  up  into  life  fior^^miSl 
goodly  row  I  then  trished  'tUem  to  gain* 

Thus  much  as  an  kct  of  generd  }tlsHi^--^VIft 
I  pray  you,  my  dear  Baron,  let  me  cdnductyofa 
1>ack  to  a  ^few  circumststnces,  'in  keejung,  and, 
indeed,  m  cohrfcxron  with  the  foregolligjpicturd 
*0  sufier'me  to  convey  you  again  fo  the  ipot  wie 
■^havc  just  Mt — apart  noif  ob^ioiis  to'tfaepatfsii^ 
%-aveHBt,'yet  deafer  tor  rife  iii'timcsloiig^ast,ttiai 
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aft  ifcd  refit,  said  ^  dot  wntttapiated,  ei^ra  at'ttfaii 
t^eH^9  tHtboHt^emotloii.  It  is  tbdt  ttirkioli  once 
dferflMA  4ny  h^tttt  >«Q3a6e  in  m6f^  4»i  ntw 
Mores  tf<bpture  iti(}b}U  > 

*-  Ai^>tlli  (sdgts  of  thtf  Hlin^  growi^i  itft^i 
i¥tiAi^tlk>  proudiy^  ;flid  lilHs^f  liot]gfe(Kui>  '6^ 
gins  a  little  thicket,  which,  by  ^  M(t  >)]|{ftc«lit^ 
and  impervious  but  to  the  roaster  of  the  clue^ 
once  conducted  to  mahy  a  shady  walk  and  se- 
questered bower.  They  were  the  simple  ar- 
chitectuie  af  .your  CoirespostkAt^  vAi^  there 
sought  refuge  from  the  storm  that  pressed  hard 
on  his  youth.  He  there  indulged  in  idlitudc 
exclusively  for  many  knonths,  and  literally  be- 
guiled the  heavy  hours,  htfott  thie  retreat  wai 
cveii  suspiected.  The  yotithful  hermft  seemed 
to  be  consoled,  in  proportion  ai  he  bielieved  his 
recess  unexplored.  And,  although  It  is  well 
known  **  Solitude  is  the  nursa  df  wbe,'^  therd 
were  some  sweet,  and  some  Sortowful,  feelings 
in  his  mind,  that  induced  him  to  (huA  a  society 
which  aggravated  his  grief.  His  verdant  haunts^ 
however,  were  discovered;  and  when  it  be« 
tame  the  object  of  holiday  idlers,  the  artificer 
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.fersfiok  his  t^rement,  and  the  charm  of  ecde^ 
«ioa  .liras.  brdk^iu  T^t)  it  l<^g  had  to  boast  an 
occasioiial  vUkor :  nor  had  |be  muse  deieited  it. 
The  following  Verses,  by  a  Friend  ♦,  vetc  pro- 
,d»C6d  many  a  year  aftei^  in  the  r^i^a'iof  thitt 
.i»|fts  l/ai*y  bower^  attd  ority  be  €onsidere4  aa  aa 
Elegy  to  its  memory*  , 


^  Edwaud  Iiid,  Efquire,  before  mto^haed. 
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Written  in  a  Grew  near  St«  ly»f 


TE  bowVs,  once  vocal  with  the  muses  lyre, 
W]lM>8e  miurmurs  seem  to  ^Ue  along  the  vale  ^ 

Whore  iitf ant  genius  caught  poetic  fire. 
Dear  tq,uXf  9Qul»  ye  diadea  of  silence,  hail ! 

Fair  fancy's  eye  can  penetrate  the  gloom. 

See  gentle  visionary  forms  arise ; 
The  tear-dew'd  victims  of  a  foreign  tomb, 

Borne  on  light  asephyrs,  w^d  from  the  skies  ^« 

Tfcus  faiwry's  ear  can  listen  to  a  note,  ,     . 

Serenely  virhispering  from  yon  watei^-faU  j 
Tun'd  to  sweet  measure  by  a  Bard  f  remote, 

Who  grac'd,  Bajh-^astofi,  oft  thy  laurejl'd  hsiU  J, 


"^.Ijof  LAnn  Rveity  E^.  who  fcttia  the  iuifeijcaii  Hir, 

f  Mr.  PHATT.  J 

^  LadyMiLLau'l. 
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*  Streams  I  on  whose  breast  reflected  beauties  shine, 
Roll  thro*  the  vak,  and  boast  yoor  am^  tide  i 

For  he,  the  fav'rite  of  the  tuneful  nine. 
Oft  stray'd  enchanted  on  your  fringed  side* 

What  r^ai  pCospecM  dunn  &*^€XMffim^i  ije^ 
The  winding  path-way  to  the  sacred  dome^ 

Godolphin's  hills  that  lift  their  honours  hi^. 
And  humbler  isoofs  that  mark  the  mode's  htm^^ 

Here  f  Wb6el<kM  pTtkM  fbi  atdo  h^iii^  atMf, 
Wrapt  in  ioh  itmibtH  vMi  tMbUm«it  fluff ) 

Formed  in  yon  cool  t^^ess  Ac  mdlittg  iMf^ 
Or  roY*d  at  eve  with  Virgil's  lofty  mose. 

Here  the  wild  pximiose  floud^'d  9(t  jCjPProilxU 
And  mi^tj^iqgshnilAS  their  Taiifi^a  l»pties  jojp'^i 

Atd  TBrsp  was  Matter'd  eft  hf  fwji»»4 — 
Sweet  scene !  the  wonder  of  each  pensiire  mind. 

Here,  widi  young  fo^,'  Ay^tlf  'fcbi8tcf^)fttxf% 
Ere  ttkj  soul  knHir  djr^hy&t  t^e  ffuq^c  fiOW*n\ 

Tet  felt  the  lay  ih'scriB'd  wifchtii  the  gla^ 
}^^  6  spare^  ye\1>6ys!  the  butls  m^  aiid  th^ 
flovrV 


*  Tbk  lOfkdtt  triA  «Uow  fat,  -aid  fct|^  die  ftAtttj 
of  a  friend.  -  ■    *  ^      ■  * 

t  The  Reverend  J.  WBiELDdr^  MV  A»     *•* 
^  A  line  of  Mil.  PxATT'Sy  written  on  one  of  the  rural  I 
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Blest  days  I  ^  but  ah !  how  diff'rent  from  our  owo  ?"' 
Where  rcign'd  the  muse^  now  frowns  a  dreary  waste} 

And  sounds,  where  science  raia'd  her  awful  tone^ 
Are  heard^  at  enmity  with  sense  and  taste. 

Hark,  to  the  genius  of  the  oaks  and  rills  I 
The  accents  Gfl  my  inmost  soul  Mith  fear  i 

"  Ah,  mortal !  dread  of  life  the  sharpest  ilk, 

<<  With  feet  unlvdlow'd  ^piUdit  thou  wander  hgre* 

<<  Oh  learn  to  venerate  the  tuneful  train ! 

•*  For  poefv  of  old  taught  heavenly  truth  j 
<^  So  shall  thy  days  be  free  from  piercing  pain, 

^<  And  age  come  smiling  on  blest  with  the  charmi 
of  youth/* 


TbeconcStiding  zttAzat  eractly  describe,  my 
^r  Baron,  the  desertion  of  the  spot/ and  yoQ 
will  sttffisrtne  to  turn  yoa  from  it,  lest  I  paint 
a  weakness,  for  whidi,  though  you,  and  «  few 
like  you,  matf  have  both  feeling  and  dffbctioi^ 
Ac  world,  ^  tatJier  the  worldling,  has  neither 
pity  nor  pardon,  Blesa  you,  and  ferew«U« 
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X  EEMiT  mc  to  draw  you  froia  the  gay  view| 
of  country  to  a  qiore  solemn  scene.  You  will  not 
believe  me  so  disnatured^  as  to  be  s^ti^Bed  with 
surveying  the  favoured  haunts  of  my  youth^  or 
eonversing  with  my  surviving  friends  and  neigh- 
bours :  you  will  e^^pect  that  I  d^oold  om^ct 
you  to  the  mansipQS  of  the  deyd^  vAke^t  ^iia^ 
thip  a|id  natuiie  haye  always  some  teac^  claimf. 
Almost  afraid  of  my  sensatfoi^^  I  df^srred  my 
ffsit  to  th^  cburct)^  1>IVt)^  ^^  appssoach  of  my 
^cf^urtu^  from  d^e  pts^ce  i^herecm  it  standsi* 
But  ihQUgb-tht  }a|t>  it  ^ras  not  the  Jeatt  object 
of  my  reverence }  perhaps^  from  mingled  emo* 
tions,  it  was  the  one  most  interesting  to  my 
soul.    I  went,  at  length,  accompanied  hj  ^ 
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l^exton,  who  had  assisted  at  my  bapdsm,  an(i(  ^ 
fhe  burial  of  most  of  my  iamily,  indeed,  almost 
pf  the  preceding  generation^  hs^ving  been  in  hit 
office  more  than  half  a  century* 

In  the  interior  of  the  churchy  there  Is  nothing 
either  for  the  architect  or  the  antiquarian }  nor 
any  embellishment  thai  could  attract  curiosity : 
but,  had  it  been  hung  with  the  proudest  trophies 
of  art  to  emblazon  the  ruins  of  nature,  I  could 
|iot  now  describe  them  for  you — my  eyes  in- 
stinctively fixed  on  the  nanow  house  that  now 
holds  theasfaes  of  those  sacred  bdngs  whogave  mt 
hUi  and  of  one  who  gave  more.  The  sensationi 
^at  bent  my  knee,  and  bowed  my  very  heart  at 
f  his,  my  ps^renul  shrine,  were  greater  than  I  couM 
weU  boq*,  though  I  had  been  many  days  prepar- 
ing  myself  for  diemt  George  Constable*  (the 
name  of  the  sexton)  had  been  amongst  the  ear« 
fiest  of  my  humble  friends,  and  the  sympathy 


^  T|ieidle«Miiliiit  in  llemeii,  MttiMtditttlttlvt 
Iftur. 
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real  grief  inspire^"  I,  ^pf)t  a4n)i4,  l/^  ^ 
km^  cp  i^»a^ial>|e•Jr^^^  j.  £q->  ?Jw>;|^  if^th 
tj»^r^pjd^ty<?(  ^feft  fJ»Wg%  vl^icl^  th«i ^iroMU, 
«W««?  B!P4HWf4>  l  Aqt?4  t;h<fni  ^  p^ip^  j  ^4 
^wev^T  it.TO^iy-w^Pf.tbe  ins^^^a^  qf  pnecrjf, 

it  w^  rte  jp^pii^l^pA  of  gpefrr^nd^Qijc^  kaow^i 
9))a^.  <|f vote,  to  8ttcb  of-  xqy  fcfjljngjl  ^^  I  !»¥< 

were  known  to  be  such  by  the  sexton,  whether 
reposing  in  the  ch|ucii.<u?  church-yard  j  and 
softened  by  the  preceding  scene,  I  read  to  him 
«iiMf'Ibkd#ntteiu  aadAr ki aniifriw  ggeto 
another,  with  unwonted  sensibility }  for,  titir 
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frdiKiyii%  iimf»  half  a  humlr^  y^s  ta  the  Imr^ 
tiP99^  of  dQ»£b  —  gWF€$,  coim,  th^  mo^ld^^ 

bemma  imbe«^d. things  j  y^t  hif  visage  p^l^^dli 
9mi  W».«y  w  wire  opt  4ry  ~|t  nMght  ip4^4  vfl^l 
affect  him,  for  very  t^d/^  oecMrrm^ilf  8^4 
fsirei^ti  iKtc  broughi  home  to  hi^  Imovh  ^7 
|b«e  our  doioesac  wand^i^g^.-^He  alvcwet) 
me  the  graiies  of  his  «wi  family  r-«*^so  x\y^ 
p!^U  he  bimfrif.comimtteA  to  the  d\^Bt^  qnd  the 
last  heassitie4  imh^tmmM^ii^  mta  thf  groua^ 
|Umr  inugr  «99re  of  ntf  ffkodn  h%i  kk  ^ 
amid  diantT^maitedrin  k»  ^nco  I  iMs  )(^st  bn^h 
pf  all  ag^'tesesydaddnRoskbfilJ-^sQi^^ 
^ear,  ani  iienKi  ^hnbdia  I  ihadil^^obi  j^omMk- 
JmiEMieWtiia^  iotetval.  <rf  ^5  Lycjarrl,  yf^  Uhw 
ibrma^dbnet^ichiiiliotcrfi  ofitfi9d^^aA4  4i9An#r 
Ictivaricey  of  circuanituiccs  appvo^at^t^  €ia(|b 
ore  iaUtcai  "femiliur  and  imcsvatii^  toMfib.M 
if  L  ikid 'Iqet  <them  all^aniiDatiU}'  bni.Hi  moMUb 
even  as  L6adtf  theibirifevatrilatfffitio))*  .  /  r 
''Bt(t  life  hni'-tyotf^dsagdleft  ifor  ijrMn  frMnd. 
HMy  kea¥  tttfd^-dUf'refativis'aifeiollissQ^^ 
bere^  still  in  view ;  his  return  to  whom,  gives  an 
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aiecdng  intercM,  which^  being  compotod  of  a 
^ousand  buried  and  surriving  ties,  seems  to 
want  a  name !  —  Pain  and  pleasure,  smiles  and 
tdao's,  regret  and  consolation,  in  comparative 
▼lews  of  the  past  and  present,  ^oirm  emodons 
too  complicated  for  words. 

At  length  we  trame  to  a  being,  after  whom 
my  very  soul  has  yearned  mramy  years — and 
one  of  the  worid^s  wonders  —  a  man  of  a  ge- 
nuine heart,  simplicity  of  manners,  and,  I  do 
verily  believe,  a  soul  titterly  free  from  guile.  — * 
Baron,  I  have  now  an  ctpportunity  to  mokeinoshi 
to  you  by  letter,  tf 'man,  to  wham,  for  his  faq^ 
qualities,  I  should  pemokialiy  jstfodace  you, 
wkfa  mueh  more  pride,  thaniftbe  pert  aa  caitem 
monarch  who  had  them'  nbt — a  pknn  English 
ftrmer,  my  3ear  Friend,  and  by  no  meaps  one 
ot  those,;  who^  {n  modem  times,  ottt^mnter^ 
out-daiftce,  otit-dftss,  out-drink,  and  noH  seldom 
otit*4^it  their  laodhnrdsw-but  a  sim|ri^  directs 
uhvarying^ehilidrcfaiBtaM  and  of  truth. 

John  Hill,  is  ^bpx^  ia  whooty  9s  in  the 
pMnr  who  naade  lamaiL  howfet:  ma8>!  thm  if 
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no  shadow  of  changing^  We  are  Ix^h  growa 
grfy,  dace  tke  day  that  we  last  saw  each 
oiMr ;  i^vemed  by  different .  destinies  .«re  ba?e 
.very  rarely  €sven  heard  of  each  other — ^d  thf 
aflfeqtion  w^icti  grew  for  me  in  his  heart)  has 
sddopi  been  cnhiTated*  even  by  a  letter.  ^  $q^ 
rated  as  widely  by  situation  i»  by  distance^  he  had 
not  fre<}U9iuly  an  oiq>ortiinily  of  knowing  ths^t  I 
bore  him  even  in  recollection. — much  less,  that 
in  all  my  absence  and  sileoce^  he  had  a  place  in 
^n^  heart»  I  grieve  that  I  cannot  give  you  a 
just  idea  of  the  sabred  thro;^  kqit  holy  for  me 
m  bis.  To  form  any  right  judgement  of  it» 
you  must  have  seen  and  hearj^  what  dropped 
from  hit  lips^  and  eyesj  on  his  first  sig^t  of  me, 
and  dnring  the  whole  of  the  interview.  He 
held  my  band  folded  in  both  his»  and  looked  at 
me  for  some  moipentSy  while  the  honest  Uood 
of  his  wiimrfaeart  rushed  over  his  cheeks,  and 
theahe  said  simply -^'^  I  have  got  yon  again! 
I  have  got  you  aga^!"  Some  time  after,  hav* 
ing  recovered  himself —  *^  Tou  must  come  over 
to  oU  Hurst;  the  old  house  is  just  as  it  i^*— 
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;  uwinb  mi.  ^Y><m  a'm  ipami  ^-im^j^ik^ 

^Yd^^id^itbtWe  l^  be  prontf.  -^TI^b  iriB 

ll«Hr<fAfik— ^^oA  a^Mlreik  bieid^%ttt  ^tfta  kBa«r 
-tirfttt  it  h-^Vm^wip  ^tM&ffL^-^^TkA,  as  f 
^Id  a  tid^liliiota- dfibilM^  i*^^i«WRltedte«idft 
^^Mmi^Hmieiitis(»  W  ffie— I'lh  |flafo  yea,  And 
^,«nd  no,  ^idtior!-*~-fhafseiK>aghTor«fe- 
teer."  He  pkmed  -s^gdn ;  a^d  ^gsUn  <«mit  -od, 
^Ullholding  my 'luktid.  •>—  **  How  often  faove-t  Jvu 
tli^  our  grotm^  '(Hdi  you,  sir? — I  cbddglft  X 
^u>iHd%«vdr  sttb  you  more  -^'bow  idoA  I  hunt 
^u  QJp  and  do^n-LoBden  toe,  ^^*4^Mt^4lk% 
jfoa.'-'-'I  have  gdt  'the  beat  btiKse  ia  fiuMiBg- 
^bnshlredyitei;  ivliile  I  «pedik — ^d  'I  4are  aagr 
t  sh^l  finii  him  ^diead  fh  ^e^^abte'itibtalffk 
%jkfte  ^  Mt  'I  fMArd  tfMfa  yoti  'tfii£«  'a^a&fi>  'S&-,  -^ 
4*&aire  «eeB7ou  otft^-^ajg^iStafu-o'l^vll'^k  bas 
'g6t  daifc  -whife  ?  ^«ate  iTcen  dMItMMg-^'Mtt, 
fbr'  the  inatt^  of  ^t,  I  ed^'sftlifere  all  MgHt 
-•^biit  ai  I  tnuit  go,  and  -^I  H^^m  ^jm 
soon,  <3cnl  bite  ^,  Sir."    'As  i 'WJked^ilb 

7 


Digitized 


by  Google 


him  to  his  ion —"  Pll  tell  you  what.  Sir/'  said 
he,  ^^  I  never  was  so  glad  to  see  any  body  since 
I  was  born  Into  the  world,  as  I  am  to  see  you 
—  except  when  the  old  woman,  ^ho  is  now  my 
wife,  and  W!Stben  my  sw^tahevt,*  said  for  the 
first  time  in  her  life  —  I  love  you,  John  Hill  !'* 
I  promised  him  an  early  visit,  and  we  parted. 
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Is  it  a  question^  whether  I  kept  mf 
word  ?  O,  No !  Tou  will  decide  of  the  prompt 
cittide  of  my  heart,  by  the  alacrity  of  your  own 
on  such  an  occasion.  The  hxm  of  my  Friend 
is  tttuated  about  two  miles  from  St.  Ives«  The 
skies  did  not  smilej  but  I  felt  that  the  Makei^ 
of  them  could  not  frown  on  my  ei^cursions} 
and  I  was  at  the  house  of  the  worthy  pair  who 
expected  me,  ^^  punctual  as  lovers  to  the  mo- 
ment swonu'* 

We  hare  passed  some  hippy  hours  togethet*^ 
and  I  am  ntting  down  in  the  apartment  pre* 
pared  for  my  repose,  to  give  you  an  account  of 
what  was  most  touching. 
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If  Is  aii  hourat  \iMch,  after  a^wHolcSome  re* 
past)  all  this  hatmless  bouaehold,^  indeed  most 
of  die  little  world,  are  in  sweet  sleep  around  me» 
and  flntahy  of  the  great  worlds  iaboat  to  finish^ 
some  about  to  begin,  without  appetite/  a  sump-* 
tuous  ^ner*,  and  not  a  few,  again,  seeking 
relief  from  the  repletions  of  luxury,  in  sleep 
which  is  NOT  sweetJ 

At  the  same  time,  it  must  be  owned,  that 
my  cordial  Host  and  Hostess  spfead  choice  of 
temptations  before  me.  The  preparations  made 
for  my  reception,  though  it  entirely  inverted  all 
usual  habits  of  temperance,  denoted,  at  once, 
afifeetion  and  generosity. 

Every  sort  of  meat,  and  pies  upon  pics,  and 
sometimes  two  of  a  kind,  were  heaped  in  the 
most  overwhehtting  abundance.  Pruits,  of  all 
which  the  orclards  or  garden  yielded  of  ripe, 
jrich,  and  rare,  wert  before  me.''  'Tea,  coffee, 
toast,  bread  and  butter,  cakes  and  Wscuiti,  suc- 
ceeded these  -—the  HqWd  hoards  were  also  un- 
locked, imd  poured  forth  equal  plenty  —  and,  as 
the  morjrfng  brought  on  breakfiist,  the  good  old 
oak  table  literaHy^gowM  with  milk  and  honey. 

VOL.  II.  R  R 


Digitized 


by  Google 


6lO  CUANXNGS    IN    ENGLAND. 

—  Nor  did  auy  pause  take  place,  or  'tbfi  honest 
well-meant  pressing  of  pure  good  Iovq  abale 
through  the  day,  and  yet  with  $uch  hciiited 
kindness^  a^.  might  almost  justify  all  ,I>re^h  of 
regimen,  even  jn  the  valetudinarian:  enough  to 
make  "  appetite  grow  on  what  it  fed  on.** 
,.  More  than  pnce  during  our  repast,  he  repeated 
his  exclamation  of  his  hearty  delight  to  see  me 
^once  more  at  the  poor  old  farm-house ! 

«—  A  long  and  silent  sh:^  of  the  hand  suc- 
ceeded -~  the,  eye  filling  with  tears  —  and,  at 
4ast— ."  What  a  fool  I  must  be  to  cry  for  what 
makes  mcr  happy  !  —  I  have  been  longing  to  see 
you  as  many  years  as  there  are  bpttona  On  my 
double-breasted  waistcoat -^pleased  myself  all 
the  vr^y  I  w^t  up  to  Londqn,  with  finding  you 
there  —  t^ut  can^  away  without  niy  enand,  and 
gave  you  up  i  and,  now  I  have  got  what  I  would 
have  gojne  a  hundred  miles  for,  though  notbiof 
else  Tiow  aliv^  would  have  taken  me  half  as  far, 
I  seem  to  he  ica^y  you  arc  come  at  last.**  -« 
"  Whyj.  what  is  aU  this  for.  Mistress,  (tp  his 
.  wife))  but  yoy^af  e  a  fine  one  to  help  a  lame  dog 
#ver  aatyle.;  you  are  as  grG^t  a  fool  as  I,  aad 
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are  crying  too.  — But,  upon  my  soifl,  Sir,  I  aih 
n6t  sorry  to  sec  you  once  more  in  my  hovel  -— 
I  a'nt  Indeed,  though  I  know  what  I  am  doing 
looks  like  it." 

He  then  repeated  his  shake  of  the  hand,  and, 
amidst  the  struggles  of  conscious  emotion,  and 
the  idea  his  natural  heart  had  taken  up  of  their 
being  inhospitable,  hurried  into  his  farm-^yard, 
from  whence  he  soon  after  returned,  smilingly 
assuring  me  as  he  resumed  my  hand,  that  he 
believed  his  childish  fit  was  over. — Worthy 
creature !  —  how  little  conscious  was  he,  that  the 
tears  of  which  he  was  ashamed  were  the  over- 
flowings of  a  rich  heart,  and  an  ornament  to 
human  nature* 

Many  hilarities  now  took  their  turn -^  but  a 
sadder  hour  succeeded  -^  an  accidental  question 
of  his  wife  touched  the  string  on  which  hung 
all  his  sorrows !  —  "  My  Master,"  observed  the 
innocent  woman,  "  tells  me,  Sir,  you  have  not 
been  with  us  since  our  dear  lost  love  was  a 
child  -—he  was  a  grown  up  youth  —  as  sightly 
as  eyes  could  look  on."  —  «•  >And  so  good— so 
dud(ul  —  $0  steady !"  interposed  the  husband  — - 
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*^  Yes  J  but  we  doated  on  him  too  mucin    Hb 
father  did  not  know  where  to  hear  or  see  enough 
of  him  i  —  we  were  tbo  proud  of  hitn,  poor 
love  \  —  so  God  took  him  from  us.**  —  **  I  can't 
think  thar,**  replied  John  —  "  How  can  a  man 
love,  his  own  child  too.  much  ?  —  and  a  good 
child  —  God  could  not  be  angry  with  us,  mx 
rob  us  of  him  for  that  —  and  after  letting  us 
have  him  twenty  years  come  a  month  or  two." 
'*  It  has  done  for  us,  however,"  cried  the 
good  wom^n.  —  "  We  have  none  but  ourselves 
now  —  an  only  son  gone  !  —  and  I  often  say, 
what  signifies  the  house  we  have  of  our  own,  in 
the  neighbourhood,  to  go  to,   when  we  ^ve 
up  the  farm  —  or  what  signifies  staying  in  bxm, 
or  ploughing,  or  sowing,  or  setting,  now  my 
dear  love  is  gone  ?    He  was  not  taken  from  us, 
though}  all  at  once -~  he  went  gradually — he 
was^  seven  weeks  goin^  from  us — and  his  dis- 
order, a  consumption.  Sir,   did  not  give  him 
much  l^n,  poor  thing !  —  All  these  things  are  to 
•be  considered.    His  father  and  I  used  to  walk 
,hiiu.eyery  night  up  and  down  this  room,  just 
as  .if .we  were  his  crutches ;  now  he  would  leas 
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most  on  one,  then  the  other  —  sometimes  throw- 
ing his  arms  round  John  Hill's  neck,  then  snug- 
gle his  dear  pale  face  in  mine  —  then  stop  out  of 
breath,  to  sit  down  and  rest  in  that  old  arm- 
chair ;  or,  to  say,  when  he  fek  life  was  almost 
out  of  him  —  O  father  and  mother  1  I  love  you 
both,  but  we  must  part  shortly.  —  I  know 
I  must  not  stay  with  you  much  longer.  This 
was  a  warning.  Sir.  He  knew  what  was  to 
happen  —  God  knows  it  did  happen  too  soon. 
You  may  see  the  poor  boy*s  grave  to-morrow. 
Sir.  John  can  go  with  you  —  or  if  his  poor 
heart  should  be  too  full  —  and  mine  like^se, 
as  I  never  can  tell  one  hour  before  another — 
you  know  the  way  to  the  old  church-yard, 
and  there  the  dear  love  lies  with  words  on  the 
stone  of  his  own  choosing ;  and  SaHy  Royston's 
grave  is  close  by.  —  Pray,  Sir,  go  and  look  at 
them.^ 

"  He  died  of  a  Sabbath-day-night,'*  observed 
John ;  —  "  yet,  on  the  Sunday  morning,  he  was 
so  well,  and  such  a  nice  flush  in  his  cheek,  that 
he  said,  as  he  was  better,  and  as  it  was  the 
i-ord's-day,  he  would  try  to  sit  up  a  little ;  so 
R  113 
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he  tighced  up  a  little ;  but,  as  I  was  making  up 
his  pillows,  he  complained  he  was  so  sore^  I 
bruised  him/' — "But  he  that  can  wound,  can 
heal,  mother,'*  said  he  j  "  and  if,  after  all,  I 
should  recover    ■■■  ** 

'^  This  speech  put  us  all  in  such  spirits,  that 
we  did  not  know  how  to  contain  ourselves ;  — 
but,  as  we  feared  to  flatter  him.  Husband  and  I 
went  to  talk  about  the  joyful  thoughts  by 
ourselves  i  and,  to  be  sure,  a  blessed  afternoon 
we  had  —  and  our  dear  love  do^ed  a  little  the 
while — but  when  we  went  up  stairs  again, 
John's  hand  in  mine  —  thus  —  as  we  came  down 
—  O  the  sorrowful  change !  —  his  poor  forehead 
had  large  drops  standing  on  it,  and  his  face  was 
quite  pale  —  and  putting  my  cheek  on  his,  I 
could  tiot  help  shrieking  out  —  O  my  child;  my 
child,  how  cold  your  lovely  cheek  is!  and  I 
looked  again  at  his  forehead,  as  open  as  the  day, 
and  saw  a  thick  heavy  dew  on  it  —  I  knew  they 
were  death  drops — O  God,  and  so  they  proved'* 

*^  Had  he  lived  till  now,"  cried  John,  **  you 
might  have  seen  his  children  ^  Sir,  and  I  might 
have  been  a  grandfzvther,  instead  of  being  worw 
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thaiiaabbdy.  F^r  Saily  RojBOe>n!  Uvnfi  al- 
most as  bad  for  her  as  for  us.  «^  They  knew 
one  anodier  from  their  cradles/^  ^^'  A^  Sally  > 
was  80  kmd^and  atteaeive  alter  the  deadi  ts(  faer« 
young  friend/'  said  the  wife,  "  she  dressed  pret- 
tily, her  father  having  good  fossiUidyta^^ai-^ 
and  very  handsonie.  —  When  our  love  was  dy- 
ing, she  watched  the  whole  night  of  his  death ; 
but  neither  of  us  could  do  mor^  than  sit  by  the 
bed-side,  and  bear  one  another  up."  '^Do- 
you  know.  Sir,'*  observed  Joha,  "  my  dame, 
when  a  bit  chearful,  chides  herself -^  a  sweet 
zi  top  —  but  a  bitter  at  the -bottom*.  She  says, 
when  she  gets  back  to  her  home  after  going  to 
a  neighbour's,  the  thought  of  our  loss  returns 
Kke  a  mountain ;  and  I  could  not  sftruggle  with 
it  any  stouter  than  she,  if  a  heavenly  shower  of 
teai^  did  not  come  to  rdieve  me.*  Tet,  oh, 
how  different  would  it  be^  if,  by  going  ever  so 
far,  I  could  see  him  at  the  end  of  my  journey  ! 
God  knows,  I  ^^uld  go  all  seasons  a  thousand 
mites  bare-foot  l^*  **  But,  as  Jy  can't  hope  to 
see  him,  if  I  were  to  travel  to  ihisl  world's  end/** 
interposed  the  bereaviecfimbtlierj  **  I  wish  to  be 
a  R  4 
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by  mjsel^  bt  ctt}y  Widi  hit  poor  fatlier»  ibat. 
Dve  noay  have  our  own  thoughts  tnd  talk -^  And 
every  thing  I  look.on^  and  etety  drawer  I  open 
here  at  hoiBbe»  brings  him  to  my.  sorroviiil 


^^  Tbetc^  &x  ?*  escdatnted  she,  taking  a  par* 
eel  from  a  drawer,  ^^  these  copy-books  are  all 
of  my  dear  chiid^s  own  writing  and  inditing^-- 
See— how  well,  poor  bvcl  he  cut  his  liters. 
-•-Oy  me!  how  often  have  1  kissed  the  fingers 
and  hands  that  wrote  those  words  1 

'<  rU  teU  you  the  last  words  that  ever  past 
his  dear  dear  lips  —  ^^  Mother^  the  Lord  will 
not  forget  me  in  the. sixth  trouble^  nor  wiiXi  he 
forget  me  now  the  seventh  is  upon  me.*^ 

'<  Surely/',  said  the  Imiband  with  affection- 
ate and  fervid  cordiality^  carryiiigniy  hand  to 
his  breast,  ^^  if  he  was  on  the  other  side  of  me^- 
and  this  other  hand  of  mine  was  as  fast  in  his, 
as  this  is  in  yours,  and  I  had  ybu  both  to  look 
at,  first  one,  then  the  other,  and  my  old  mis- 
tress just  where  she  is,  I  should  be  almost  too 
happy  —  hut  I  am  thankful  for  what  is>  —  two 
of  yon  are  left«r^and  if  fikt  third  a  noe  a 
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heaven,  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  diousaads  and 
millions!''. 

Since  the^  mcmmful  effusions  of  the  paren- 
tal heart  were  pouted  forthj  I  have  been  into 
the  village  chmch^yard^  where  I  found  the  two 
graves  poor  John  bad  mentioned  of  his  son  and 
of  her,  who,' but  for  this  intervention  of  destioyj 
would  have  been  his  daughter4n-law« 

Here  follow  the  Inscriptiens  of  a  pious,  though 
unlettered  muse  :— 

« January  9th  1 79a.— Would  have  been  tvraity, 
September  12. 

**  A  youth  is  laid  beneath  this  stone : 
I>eath  nipt  the  bad,  the  blossom's  gone* 
Be  still  each  parent's  sighing  heart. 
Time  is  but  ihort  that  wt  shall  part. 
When  we  again  in  glory  meet, 
^wtll  turn  past  bitters  all  toswfct." 
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^  Hi$  friend,  Sarah  Royston^  ^o  diedof  the 
6ame  disorder  in  1793$  23  years  old, 

«*  A  pale  Consumption  gave  the-Fatal  hloWf 
The  stroke  was  certaini  tbo*  «b'  efecC  wU  slow, 
Widi  liag'ring  paia  Dca^h  savr  ne  aoinyprcu'dt 
Pitied  my  sighs  and  kiiidly  g^?e  me  xhu'* 

Close  to  the  gate  of  the  church-yard  I  en- 
countered John  Hills,  "  I  thought  whereabout 
I  should  find  you,  Sir,  from  what  was  said  by 
dame  last  night  —  Yes,  there  they  are  laid,  poor 
loves !  —  I  seldom  go  by  without  a  look  at 
theiii,  though  sometimes  I  am  to  foolish  I'm 
fain  to  turn  my  head  the  other  wiy }  yet,  for 
the  most  part,  I  go  right  in,  av  close  up  to  their 
graves  as  I  suppose  you  have  been,  and  stand 
and  cry  over  them  jast  like  a  child.  Heigho! 
I  wish  they  wer^  both  above  ground  instead  of 
being  under  it ;  but  that  can't  be»  and  therefore, 
mayhap,  as  some  of  my  neighbours  here  tell 
me,  'tis  wicked  —  if  it  is  $Q,  I  tbizdc  the  AI* 
mighty  will  forg^v^  me }  and  I  know  it  don't  do 
me  any  harm.  Sir ;  for  when  I  come  away  Pm 
all  the  better  here  at  my  heart,  though  I  some- 
times don't  speak  for  the  rest  of  the  day." 
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The  good  creature's  voice  and  eyes  confirmed 
and  exemplified  this  account  of  his  feeiingis.  I 
was  not  unmoved^  but  proposed  a  walk  to  cheer 
the  gloom.  As  we  crossed  over  the  way,  my 
friend  pointed  to  a  neat  but  unfinished  cottage 
immediately  opposite  the  church. 

*^  I  built  this  partly  with  my  own  hands,  and 
mypoor  boy's  thatare  now  all  dust,"  sighed  John, 
sorrowfully,  ^^  on  purpose  for  my  dame  and 
myself;  ^and  had  my  son  and  Sally  lived  to 
marry,  and  taken  the  farm  —  but,  as  God  took 
them,  I  let  it  go  without  couching  or  thinking 
of  it,  and  kept  domg  a  little  to  it  from  time  to 
time,  but  broke  away,  not  being  able  to  stard  it 
so  near  to  the  poor  loves'  graves.  —  But  I  think 
dame  and  I  wiil  go  into  it  ourselves,  as  we  both 
think  we  should  like  to  be  near  the  children 
now ;  and  they  lie  close  over  against  the  keep- 
ing-room, which  that  window.  Sir,  belongs,  to— 
and,  as  wife  says,  for  what  should  we  slave  in 
hvm  any  longer ;  we  have  nobody  who  cares 
much  about  us  to  enjoy  it  after  we  are  gone  — 
np  son,  no  daughter,  no  grand-children,  as  we 
might  have  had,  if  it  had  pleased  God — and 
wp  have  got  enough  to  keep  us  alive,  mayhap 
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longer  than  we  wish>  for  we  both  hope  to  meet 
our  poor  boy  again  some  day ;  and,  if  that  were 
to  be  the  case,  and  it  were  God'8  good  w3I^  I 
wish  it  were  to  night,  *^  this  night  shalt  thou 
sup  with  thy  Lord,  who  is  in  Paradise'' —  You 
no  doubt  remember  all  about  that.  Sir.'' 

He  was  conducting  me  round  the  cottage  pre- 
mises, during  these  soft  but  sombrous  paintings 
of  his  loving  heart.  ^  It  is  my  own  ground, 
and  that  orchard  is  ours.  Aye,  Sir,"  ccmti* 
nocd  John,  ^^  if  you  had  seen  how  I  worked 
and  sowed,  and  planned  and  planted  ^^  but 
come.  Sir,  let  us  go  farther  a-field,  for  tins  is  all 
nothing-^ my  child  is  deadj  and  dame  and  I 
shall  not  be  long  after  him,  and  so  we  ought  to 
submit ;  and  we  do,  only  we  can't  help  wishing 
—  more  especially  when  you  are  come  down  to 
us,  as  I  know  it  would  have  done  your  heart 
good  to  see  such  a  young  man  as  he  was,  and 
such  a  young  woman  as  Sally  Royston,  to  come 
after  us,  had  the  Almighty  pleased  to  let  them 
close  our  eyes,  instead  of  we  to  close  theirs  — 
but  'twas  not  to  be,  and  God  knows  best  who 
to  leave,  and  who  to  take  away." 

In  the  hope  of  shiftbg  the  subject,  we  changed 
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the  scene.  We  took  our  walk  through  the  ac- 
costoroed  paths  of  our  early  days }  and  this  had 
sometbiog  of  a  consolatory  effect.  John's  me- 
mory came  soon  and  sweetly  into  the  track,  and 
his  heart  followed.  **  Don't  you  recoUect>  Sir/* 
said  he  ^^  our  going  over  these  grounds,  in  the 
deep  snow,  and  spying  a  hare  sitting  rolled  up 
as  round  as  a  kitten  in  one  of  the  furrows, 
and  looking  as  warm  and  comfortable  as  if  she 
had  been  in  a  down  bed,  though  the  snow  was 
frozen  all  round  her  ;  we  thought  at  first  it  was 
a  pity  to  rout  her  out  of  her  seat ;  and,  if  old 
Smut  had  not  been  with  us,  or  Puss  had  been 
wise  enough  to  lie  snug,  that  might  have  been 
the  case }  but,  like  a  sio^eton,  up  she  jumped^ 
and  was  snapt  by  old  Smut  just  as  she  was  sett- 
ing off  J  but  I  would  not  let  the  dog  kill  her, 
and  so  took  her  even  out  of  his  mouth,  and 
carried  her  home.  —  Tou  remember^  I  suppose^ 
well  enough,  who  it  was  wanted  to  cottle  her 
up  and  save  her— Ah !  poor  dear^  he  is  dead 
himself  now,  no  cottling  could  save  him.'' 

I  perceived  memory  again  turning  the  wrong 
Kvay,  and  again  tried^  and  with  success,  to  direct 
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her  into  a  less  thorny  path.  We  ascended  life 
Bplands,  every  acre  of  ^hich  abounded  vnth 
smooth  and  flowery  retrospections.  These  rising 
grounds  lying  warm  to  the  sun,  and  well  shelter- 
ed by  thickets^  and  those  brush-wood  patches, 
with  here  and  there  some  rush  and  fern  covers, 
were  always  famous  for  game ;  and,  of  course, 
amongst  the  fevoured  haunts  of  its  pursuers-^ 
John  Hills  revived  almost  every  field  and  grore 
by  some  memorial  of  times  long  past. 

The  pensive  pleasures  derived  from  local  at- 
tachment, again  rushed  on  my  mind.  Very 
many  years  had  gone  by ;  and  manifold  events, 
dark  and  perplexing,  had  been  trying  to  wear 
away  the  very  memory  of  first  impressions,  but 
trying  in  vain;  John  Hills  observed  — "  Ah! 
Sir,  though  we  were  little  better  than  boys, 
you  the  young  squire,  and  I  the  young  fiirmer, 
when  last  we  went  over  these  bounds  together, 
we  are  both  of  us  oldish  men  at  this  present  — 
all  I  look  upon,  now  you  are  here,  seems  in  t 
manner  as  fresh  as  yesterday !  and  what  makes 
it  the  more  strange  to  me,*'  continued  John, 
with  infinite  simplicity,  **  is,  that  tho*  most  days  I 
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ride  or  walk  nesiT  or  by  these  very  places^  aii4 
obate^ecnallthese  thicketsand  hedge-rows  a  thou* 
9$hd  times  to  one  more  green  than  chey  now  are, 
as,  in  course  of  midsummer,  must  be  the  case ; 
—and  it  is  now  almost  all  over  with  autumn  -^ 
thoTj^h,  to  be  sure,  it  is  mild  as  May  for  the 
lime  of  year  —  yet  I  hardly  know  when  they 
lecmed  so  pleasant-Uke  as  they  do  this  morning 
«— How  do  you  find  them,  Sir  ?  how  do  you  End 
themr 

At  the  repetition  of  this  affectionate  quesrion, 
he  literally  suited  the  words  to  the  action,  by 
putting  bis  hand  hastily  iaco  mine,  and  then 
decided  on  my  looks,  with  the  accuracy  of  a 
Lavater,  unaided  by  sciences  or  systems. — 
**  Much  the  same,  I  see,  Sir,  you  and  I  are  mucli 
of  the  same  mind,  just  as  we  used  to  be ;  wqI(^ 
that's  some  comfort  yet ;  a  true  Friend  is  cer* 
tainl^  next  to  our  own  flesh  and  blood ;  and» 
unless  a  child  is  as  natural  as  mine  was,  much 
better/* 

On  our  return  to  his  farm,  dame  Hills  had 
composed  herself}  and  though  the  clouds  gather- 
ed again  on  our  brows,  and  the  showers  again 
mounted  to  our  eyes^  when  I  was  constrained 
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to  take  my  leave  poor  John  at  once  consoled 
and  afficted  us  al]>  by  obsemng^  that  as  thit  is 
jio  time  to  go  wandering  about  Into  foreign 
parts,  where  the  people  are  all  cutting  one 
mnother's  throats,  he  supposed.  Old  England 
n^uld  be  wide  enough  to  keep  me  (qt  the 
rest  of  my  life ;  "  and,  so.  Sir,"  said  he,  "  as 
you  have  at  last  fotmd  your  wtty  back  to  us,  if 
you  don't  come  down  to  us  as  often  as  you  can, 
why  you  do  not  love  us  as  well  as  we  love  you 
—  Therefore,  as  I  can't  keep  your  hand  any 
longer,  I  must  let  you  take  it  from  me,  hoping 
youMl  bring  it  back  again  soon«^«o  bless  all 
three  of  us  !'* 

Andbless  you,  my  Friend,  forhcre  my  fell  heart 
must  pause,  and  bid  you,  in  F^imdsfttp's  calen- 
dar, a  Icn^y  but  not,  I  trust,  a  last  Farewell. 


FINIS. 
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